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FAST FACTS  
Mascot Bison 

Colors Black, silver, burgundy 
Founded 2022 

Enrollment 1,500 
Amazing Unique YOU 1 

Career Pathways 9 
Principal Dr. Carrie Carr 
Website Ops.org/buenavista 

 Buena Vista High School 
5616 L St. Omaha, NE 68117 

 531-299-2900 
FOLLOW THE BISON!  

  X      Twitter @OPS_BuenaVista 

Facebook Buena Vista High School 

 Instagram ops_buenavista 

BUENA VISTA HIGH SCHOOL 
WAS ESTABLISHED IN 2021 BY 
THE OMAHA PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 
ON THE SITE OF WHAT WAS 
ONCE RYAN HIGH (’58-’89), AS 
A PART OF THE PHASE 2  
BOND IN 2018.  
THE SCHOOL HOSTS 11 
DYNAMIC CAREER  
PATHWAYS AS WELL  
AS TWO EXCITING  
COMMUNITY  
PARTNERS,  
ONE WORLD HEALTH  
AND THE YMCA. 
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OPS Non-Discrimination Policy 

Omaha Public Schools does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex 
(including pregnancy), marital status, sexual orientation, 
disability, age, genetic information, gender identity, 
gender expression, citizenship status, veteran status, 
political affiliation or economic status in its programs, 
activities and employment and provides equal access to 
the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The 
following individual has been designated to accept 
allegations regarding non-discrimination policies: 
Superintendent of Schools, 3215 Cuming Street, 
Omaha, NE 68131 (402-557-2001). The following 
persons have been designated to handle inquiries 
regarding the non-discrimination policies: Director for 
the Office of Equity and Diversity, 3215 Cuming St, 
Omaha, NE 68131 (531-299-0307).  
 
Las Escuelas Públicas de Omaha no discrimina por 
motivos de raza, color, origen nacionalidad, religión, 
sexo (incluyendo el embarazo), estado civil, orientación 
sexual, discapacidad, edad, información genética, 
identidad de género, expresión de género, estatus de 
ciudadanía, condición de veterano, afiliación política o 
condición económica en sus programas, actividades y 
empleo y se proporciona un acceso equitativo a los 
niños exploradores (boy Scouts) y otros grupos 
juveniles. La siguiente persona ha sido designada para 
aceptar las alegaciones en relación con las políticas de 
no discriminación: el Superintendente de Escuelas, 3215 
Cuming Street, Omaha, NE 68131 (402-557-2001). Las 
siguientes personas han sido designadas para manejar 
las preguntas con respecto a las políticas de no 
discriminación: Director de la Oficina de Equidad y 
Diversidad, 3215 Cuming St, Omaha, NE 68131 (531-
299-0307) 
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Course Selection & Student Schedules  

Course Selection Process & Schedule 
Students will begin course selection for the following school year in January of their current school year.  Students are 
encouraged to familiarize themselves with the Buena Vista course guide and the Omaha Public Schools graduation 
requirements.  Each student will meet individually with their counselor in the spring for a planning session which will include 
locking in selections for courses for the following year. It is important students consider course choices and discuss with 
families and teachers and case managers to prepare for course selection with their counselors. Students’ abilities, interests, 
504 and IEP plans, and individual goals are essential factors when making selections.   

 

During February and March, students select and finalize their courses for the FOLLOWING school year.  
Please refer to the online Buena Vista Course Catalog (available at ops.org/BuenaVista).  The course catalog includes a course 
planner to outline required and elective courses, as well as course descriptions with grade levels and prerequisites. 

Course Selection Guidelines  
Students select courses in the spring for the following year. A student will have two opportunities to 
select courses:  

1. Students select and finalize courses during spring course selection.  
a. PROCESS: Counselors meet with students 1:1.  

2. Following spring course selection, students can adjust courses based on conflicts in their 
schedules.  

a. PROCESS 1: Counselor reaches out to student / guardian to adjust based on conflicts 
in the master schedule.  

b. PROCESS 2: Student or guardian reach out to counselor via email with request for 
changes prior to the end of the current school year.  

 

Course changes after the spring semester are only allowed under the following circumstances:  
1. If a course was completed during Next Level Learning in the Summer.  
2. If the student must repeat a course that was failed during the previous school year.  
3. If there is a schedule conflict that cannot be adjusted without dropping or changing a course.  
4. If a student needs to meet graduation requirements.  
*Please note that we do not make schedule changes so that students can personally select their teachers 
or the peers in their classes. When students get their schedules in August we do not permit students to 
drop classes because they do not want the teacher they were assigned or because their friend selected a 
different elective.  

 

10th – 12th Grade Course Selection 
During late January and February; current Buena Vista students will be directed to update their Academic Planner in 
their student portal during their Bison Block class. They will have until February 23th to work with their parents, 
guardians, and teachers to select the appropriate classes in the planner and return their signed course selection 
sheet to their Bison Block teacher. The course selection sheet will be signed by the parent/guardian, the student, and 
the counselor and saved as a record of selections.  

During February, high school counselors will meet with Buena Vista students 1:1 to finalize and verify course 
selections, level placement, career pathways, and alternative electives. Selections will be locked in at this time. Once 
locked, the counselor must be contacted to make adjustments before the end of the school year.  
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Course Drop Guidelines  
Dropping a course after the first 15 days of the semester will result in a grade of “F,” which is included in grade point average 
calculations.  Requests to drop a course will be initiated by the student or parent/guardian by the school counselor.  

Procedures for withdrawing from a course:  

1. Conversation with the teacher  
2. Counselor conferencing with teacher and student  
3. Problem-solving with all affected parties  

*The first step is to navigate through the schedule change. If it is determined that other faculty need to be included, please 
use the “Schedule Change/Request to Drop a Course” form.  Please see School Counseling for a copy of the OPS Schedule Ch
ange/Request to Drop a Course form. Use the “Schedule Change/Request to Drop a Course” form as a last resort. 

 

Course Placement Appeals  
All Secondary Omaha Public Schools offer procedures for appealing course placement (i.e. AP, Honors, IB, etc.).  Each 
building may have specific forms and deadlines; however, the following general procedures shall apply:  

• Level One:  Counselor, Curriculum Specialist, Assistant Principal/Academic Director, or Principal. A student or 
parent with a course placement appeal may first discuss the matter with the counselor or Assistant Principal-
Academic Director, with the object of resolving the matter informally.  

• Level Two:  Chief Academic Officer (Department of Curriculum and Instruction Support) If, after appealing to 
level one an individual still wishes to pursue the appeal, he/she may formalize the request in writing addressed to 
the Chief Academic Officer of Curriculum Instruction and Support at 3215 Cuming Street, Omaha, NE 68131.  

• Level Three:  Superintendent. If, after receiving a written response from the Chief Academic Officer of Curriculum 
Instruction and Support and an individual still wishes to pursue the appeal, he/she may formalize the request to 
the Superintendent of Schools   

These steps shall be taken promptly to accommodate course selections for the school year in question.  

  

Credit Recovery Guidelines   
The purpose of Credit Recovery is to provide opportunities for students to earn credits to meet graduation requirements for 
courses they have failed.  Credit Recovery involves the student retaking the failed course(s) and focusing on the course conte
nt standards to demonstrate proficiency on district assessments.  The focus is on the proficiency related to course content st
andards, not seat time.    

• Credit Recovery may be delivered in various methods and during a variety of times (e.g., Summer School, After 
School / Night School format (3:15 – 5:15pm), or Academic Expansion). 

• Credit Recovery may be delivered in a traditional classroom or through a blended learning experience (in class with 
an endorsed teacher using online learning modules). 

• Teachers who provide credit recovery through online virtual or blended learning must be certified educators endors
ed for the course they are teaching. 

• Although students may complete online courses before the end of the term, final grades will need to be posted      
during the standard grading windows. 

• The student should follow the appropriate course sequencing. 
• Students should not be enrolled in consecutive courses simultaneously (English 1 & English 2). Any exception to the

 three-course limit must be identified in an individual learning plan, in an alternative program, and approved by the 
Chief Academic Officer for Curriculum Instruction and Support. 

• Students should be enrolled in no more than three online courses at a time. 
• Timely teacher content and feedback is essential for student learning. 

• Review the Edmentum Credit Accrual and Recovery Practices Handbook for specific guidelines for online practices.   
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Planning your 4 years of High School 
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26-27 Course Descriptions 

 

Buena Vista Course Descriptions 
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ART  

 

  



2026 – 2027 BUENA VISTA HIGH SCHOOL COURSE GUIDE            
11 | P a g e  

CTE - BMIT 
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CTE – HUMAN PERFORMANCE & EDUCATION  
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ENGLISH 
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ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 
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JROTC 
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MATH 
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PERFORMING ARTS  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
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SCIENCE 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
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WORLD LANGUAGE 
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Advanced Academics   
Omaha Public Schools believes in helping all students grow their talents and strengths. We offer different advanced 
academic services to meet students' needs. Advanced academic classes are open to everyone, giving all students the 
opportunity to participate in challenging coursework.  
 

College Board Advanced Placement:  
• The AP program is a challenging academic program that is similar to first year college courses. 

AP courses help prepare students for college level coursework.  
• AP prepares students for selective universities. It is a partnership between secondary schools 

and colleges/universities, known for academic excellence in the U.S.  
• AP is known for its rigorous standards and has a long history in the U.S. and the Omaha Public 

Schools  
• Students can earn college credit or course placement by passing AP courses or exams.  

 

Dual Credit/Enrollment:   
• Partner Institutions: University of Nebraska Omaha, Metropolitan Community College, 

Midland University  
• Dual enrollment lets high schoolers take college courses taught by approved high school 

teachers, earning college credit while still in high school.  
• Dual enrollment exposes students to college-level challenges in a supportive high school environment.  

 

Honors Courses:  
• Designed to challenge all students and encourage deep exploration of subjects.  
• Students engage with complex materials and technologies.  
• Learning is differentiated by Advanced Content, Breadth, Complexity, Depth and Extended 

Learning.  
 

Seal of Biliteracy:  
• Acknowledges high school students proficient in English and at least one other language.  
• Demonstrates proficiency in communication, cultures, connections, communities, and 

cognition.  
• Useful for showing language skills to employers and colleges.  
• Speaking multiple languages is seen as valuable for jobs and college admissions.  

 

Buena Vista Cambridge AICE Diploma  
• Cambridge qualifications are recognized and valued by the world’s top-ranked universities and 

higher education institutions local to Cambridge learners – opening doors to a world of 
opportunities. 

• Offers students the opportunity to tailor their studies to their individual interests, abilities and 
future plans within an international curriculum framework. 

• To earn a Cambridge AICE Diploma, learners must pass a combination of Cambridge International AS & A Level 
exams, with at least one course coming from each of three subject groups, as well as the core component, 
Cambridge International AS Level Global Perspectives & Research. 
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Buena Vista - College & Career Academies & Pathways 
 
The Omaha Public Schools College & Career Academies and 
Pathways ensure students gain real-world career experience 
while maintaining the foundation of core classes and access to 
advanced academics, fine arts and electives.  
 
During their Freshman year in the Freshman Seminar course, 
students will select one of EIGHT career pathways at Buena 
Vista High School. During their 10th – 12th grade year, they will 
take a minimum of one elective class per year inside of that 
selected pathway.  
 

Students who do not find an area of career interest across the 
eight BV Pathways are encouraged to consider the Customize 
Your Pathway Process.  
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Freshman Academy 
Mission:  The Freshman Academy will introduce and guide students through the transition to high 
school while focusing on their academic success and foundations for their high school, college, 
and career goals. 

 

Academy Focus:  The Freshman Academy is a cohorted, personalized learning community within 
our school.  Teachers from different subject areas will work together to integrate foundational 
academic and social emotional skills for students to succeed.  Students are grouped together for 
certain periods of the day, which promotes a family-like atmosphere and results in close student-
teacher relationships.  

 

Required  
Academy Class 

Freshman Seminar:   
This course will encourage students to explore academic and career 
options.  Freshman students will have opportunities to learn study 
skills, social emotional skills, and build school culture.  

Required  
Core Classes ELA - English 1-2 or H. English 1-2 

HISTORY - U.S. History 1-2 or H. U.S. History 1-2 
SCIENCE - Physical Science 1-2, Biology 1-2 or H Bio 1-2 
MATH – Pre-Algebra 1-2, Algebra 1-2, Geometry 1-2, H. Geometry 1-2 
Physical Education, JROTC, or Concert Band 

Suggested  
Elective Classes 

Band                                      Business Marketing and Management  
Orchestra                             Drama or Stagecraft 
Chorus                                  Art Foundations, Ceramics & Sculpture, 
Computer Graphic Arts  Exploratory Art 
JROTC                                   Journalism, Yearbook, or Newspaper 
World Languages 

Suggested 
Involvement Activities: Educators’ Rising, HOSA, Drama Club, Vocal 

Music/Choir, Band, NICE, Orchestra, Student Ambassadors & Bison 
Buddies, Speech & Debate Team, Girls Who Code, FBLA, JROTC, 
Latino Leaders, Robotics, Student Council, 

Athletics: Football, Volleyball, Softball, Cross Country, Golf, Tennis, 
Basketball, Wrestling, Swimming, Bowling, Baseball, Track, Soccer, 
Cheer, Dance, Unified Sports 
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Customize your Pathway  
Take Control of Your Future – Your Story Starts Here 

 
Design your educational journey based on your unique goals and interests and align your high 
school course work with your passions and college and career goals. Build a pathway that sets 
you up for success in the field you're most excited about. Take advantage of the freedom to design 
a path that’s uniquely yours. 
 

How?? 

1. STEP 1 – Talk with your parents or guardians about your desire to customize your pathway 
and research your intended career.  

2. STEP 2 - Set up time to talk with your school counselor and the Pathway Lead about your 
college and career goals; consider what courses are offered through Buena Vista High 
School and through the OPS Career Center, MCC Career Academy, the UNMC High School 
Alliance, and the Zoo Academy.   

3. STEP 3 – Work collaboratively with your counselor, pathway lead, and your family to 
complete the Customize Your Pathway application. The application requires that all of 
these stakeholders sign off on the plan before being submitted.  
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Clubs & Activities 
Band Smoot 

Hedges-Stoops 
Matt 
Colin 

Band Camp required - typically 2 weeks before school starts.  

Cheerleading Doherty 
Fuhrman 

Megan 
Sydney 

Parent infor  meeting March 11th. Tryout Clinic March 23-
26th.Tryouts are on March 27th.  

Chess Club Scheibler Sara   

Color Guard Smoot Matt Color Guard - tryouts March 9-11th 

Cooking Club Morrison Jack Meets every Thursday after school @ rm 234, 3:15-4:30pm 

Cosmetology  Foley Melissa   

Dance Team Lopez Hernandez Amy   
 Garcia-Navarro Leslie   

Drama Harder Carey Audition Notices posted in school and on Social Media 

Educators Rising Mclaughlin 
Jahns 

Aaron 
Kellie 

For future teachers in Education pathway. Meets at 3:15, room 
237, second Tues of each month. 

Dungeons and 
Dragons Club Mclaughlin Aaron Meets every Wednesday after school @ rm 237, 3:15-5:15pm 

FBLA Manca Andrei Meetings every first B day of the week in 126 at 3:10pm. Just 
stop by! 

FFA Oliverius Nicole   

Girls Who Code Nyatawa Megan   

HOSA   McDade Brenda Meetings 315-415pm the 1st Thursday and 3rd Tuesday of every 
month! Must join by Sept of the new school year!  

JROTC Nguyen 
Podany 

Major 
Sergeant 

We have multiple afterschool activities but you need to join 
JROTC to be part of our practices and fun. 

Latino Leaders Lopez Hernandez Amy   

Math 
Competition Hudson Magnolia   

Mascot Mike 
Bison Stowe Carissa Email Mrs. Stowe- try on mascot; sign contract for 

conduct/appearances 

Newspaper Otero Marc Sign-up for Journalism, Digital Journalism, or Computer Graphic 
Arts! These are prerequisites for Newspaper.  

NHS Stowe Carissa Email advisor- submit GPA and clear behavior check  

Orchestra Hedges-Stoops Colin Previous Orchestra/Strings experience or contact Hedegs-
Stoops for other paths. Honors Auditions in May. 

Robotics 
Competition Stanton J. Mark WE WANT YOU! Join Bison Robotics Competition, build epic 

bots, and dominate the arena! Email Coach Stanton 
Senior Senate Yuhas Dallas   

SNHS Barnhill Alair   

Speech Otero Marc   

Student Council Kyser 
Wakefield 

Sydney 
Savannah 

Application for next year comes out April 27th and is due May 
11! Freshman Recruitment in week 1 of school year! 

 Salcido-Rodriguez Karina "" "" 

Vocal Music Dunn Marcella  All can join Treble & Bass Choir!   Concert & Show Choir 
auditions in March. See Ms. Dunn for details. 

Yearbook Otero Marc Sign-up for Journalism, Digital Journalism, or Computer Graphic 
Arts! These are prerequisites for Yearbook.  
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Athletics 

Fall Sports Winter Sports Spring Sports 
Cross Country 

Football 
Softball 

Girls Golf 
Boys Tennis 

Unified Bowling 
Volleyball 

Cheer 
Dance 

Basketball 
Bowling 

Swimming 
Wrestling 

Cheer 
Dance 

Baseball 
Boys Golf 

Soccer 
Girls Tennis 

Track & Field 
Unified Track 

 

Consult our website and social media or contact our main office at (531) 299-2900 to get more 
information or to connect with our Athletic Director at (531) 299-8675). 

  

 

 


	Course Selection & Student Schedules
	Course Selection Process & Schedule
	Course Selection Guidelines
	10th – 12th Grade Course Selection
	Course Drop Guidelines
	Course Placement Appeals
	Credit Recovery Guidelines


	Planning your 4 years of High School
	26-27 Course Descriptions
	Buena Vista Course Descriptions
	ART
	CTE - BMIT
	CTE – HUMAN PERFORMANCE & EDUCATION
	ENGLISH
	ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
	JROTC
	MATH
	PERFORMING ARTS
	PHYSICAL EDUCATION
	SCIENCE
	SOCIAL STUDIES
	WORLD LANGUAGE

	Advanced Academics
	College Board Advanced Placement:
	Dual Credit/Enrollment: 
	Honors Courses:
	Seal of Biliteracy:
	Buena Vista Cambridge AICE Diploma

	Buena Vista - College & Career Academies & Pathways
	Freshman Academy
	Customize your Pathway
	Clubs & Activities
	Athletics

