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December 8, 2025 
Murray PTO Meeting 
6:00pm ï 7:15pm 
 
December 16, 2025 
Winter Band/Orchestra Concert 
6:30pm 
 
Dec. 22, 2025-Jan. 2, 2026 
No School ï Winter Break 
 
January 15, 2026 
Murray PTO Meeting 
6:00pm ï 7:15pm 
 
January 19, 2026 
No School ï Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 
January 22, 2026 
Parent Forum ï 8th Grade Como Park 
Pathway @ Como Park High School 
 
January 28, 2026 
Showcase 
5:30pm ï 7:30pm 
 
January 29, 2026 
Activity Day 
End of Second Quarter 
 
January 30, 2026 
No School ï Professional Day 
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Community is much more than belonging to something; itôs about doing something 
together that makes belonging matter.  Brian Solis 

 
Before the recent break, Murray Middle School students recently wrapped up an 
incredibly successful effort to support the school's families through a community-wide 
Food Drive and a coin collection called "Change for Change."  The initiative was 
spearheaded and organized by the school's dedicated WEB Leaders (Where 
Everybody Belongs) and their staff leader, Ms. Steinhoff.  They all worked together to 
motivate their peers to contribute to the cause. WEB is a leadership group that is 
designed to support sixth grade students transition to middle school.  
 
Thanks to the generosity of the students, families, and staff, the food drive collected 
enough donations to provide 35 Murray Middle School families with complete 
Thanksgiving meals, including a turkey for each family, along with essential non-
perishable goods and personal care items.  Additionally, the "Change for Change" 
coin collection raised an outstanding over $800. These funds were used to purchase 
supplementary items, ensuring every food package was complete and well-stocked. 
 
Staff and PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) volunteers delivered these meals to the 
families who live across the Saint Paul area. Despite the cold and icy conditions, the 
volunteers came together to ensure everyone's long weekend was filled with warmth 
and cozy food.  Murray Middle School is proud of its students' commitment to service 
and their successful efforts to make a meaningful difference for families in our 
community this holiday season. 
 
More recently, thank you to all of the community members that came out for our 
annual Barnes and Noble Murray fundraiser this past week.  It was a cold night, but 
the atmosphere was warm and the performances from our band and orchestra were 
wonderful!  Thank you, to Ms. Denae and our Murray Pilots, for the great evening with 
our community and for all of the purchases from our families that had a percentage go 
back to supporting our school! 

Celebrations: 
#Pilotprops of the week! Mr. Hayden would like to celebrate Declan Zimowicz. 
Declan does an outstanding job in both classes in which Iôm fortunate enough to have 
him in. He gets along well with others, prioritizes his work, and leads by example. He 
is a willing volunteer and tries to get the most of his education every single day! 
Thanks for being awesome Declan! 
#Pilotprops of the week! Mr. Hayden would like to celebrate Lawla Moo. Lawla is the 
definition of cool, calm, and collected. He gets his work done, embraces the challenge 
of doing high level work and doesnôt let anything faze him. His relaxed demeanor is 
greatly appreciated and it is a joy to have him in class. Way to go Lawla! 

 
Your Co-Pilot, 
 

Jamin McKenzie 

Principal, Murray Middle School 

 

Activity Day Forms Due 
 

January 14th 
 

https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click
https://x.com/hashtag/Pilotprops?src=hashtag_click


  

Staff Spotlight 

 
 
Hello. My name is Carrie Ehlert Newman 
and this is my 31st year in Saint Paul Public 
Schools. I started my career in history with 
the Minnesota Historical Society as an 
historical interpreter at Fort Snelling. My 
favorite part about that job, besides 
dressing in petticoats and going barefoot in 
the summer, was working with students 
who came through on field trips. A Fort 
Snelling colleague told me I would make a 
great teacher so I went back to Hamline to 
get my Teaching degree. 
 
I have worked at EXPO Middle, Cleveland 
Middle, worked with teachers and wrote a 
grant for our district. The Teaching 
American History grant gave SPPS social 
studies teachers about a million dollars to 
explore teaching using absent narratives, 
primary, and site visits to further our ability 
to teach history from a multiple perspective 
lens and not a traditional history book lens. 
After that I really wanted to teach again and 
I got the opportunity to join the Murray staff. 
Fun fact Murray Middle School is 
celebrating 100 years this year! 
 
My favorite sport is History Day. I love 
helping students find a topic they are 
passionate about and running with it. We 
have so many extra resources to help and 
we can tackle topics not found in our 
standards or learning targets but topics that 
are incredibly important. I also love History 
Day as it keeps me learning new things 
every year. 

 
I have two sons, both in college. 
Joseph is at the University of North 
Dakota and Jonathan is at University of 
Minnesota, Duluth. I have a cat who 
thinks she is a dog and a dog who 
thinks she is a cat, so they get along 
great! 
 
Murray is an amazing school, filled with 
opportunities, seize the day, try 
something new, you wonôt regret it! 

 
 

 
 

 

Extended Day Learning 

 
Murray EDL Registration Form 

 
EDL Cooking Class 

 
EDL would love to start a cooking 
class if anyone is interested in 
helping. 
Donor's Choose link for Murray EDL 
Cooking class 

 
Picture Day 

 
School Pictures are Ready! 
 
View and order at 
https://shop.jostenspix.com/login 
 

¶ MURRAY MIDDLE SCHOOL 

¶ Event Code: FE33325 

 
Spirit Wear 

 

https://www.threadartmn.com/s

howrooms.htm 

 

Yearbook Photo Share 
 

Share photos from activities, events, 
clubs, etc. 
 
The yearbook staff will review all 
photos and determine final yearbook 
content. We cannot guarantee that 
all submissions will be used. Please 
do not use photos with filters, logos, 
or hand gestures. Please do not use 
screenshots or watermarked photos. 

 

 
 
The easiest way to buy a yearbook is 
to purchase it online at: 

https://www.jostens.com/year
books/high-school-
yearbooks.html 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Sixth Grade 
 

English Language Arts with Ms. 
Williams & Ms. Carter: 
Sixth-grade Readers Workshop 
students are diving deep into the 
world of nonfiction reading. We have 
chosen books about a social issue of 
our choice. We are analyzing text 
features, identifying central ideas, 
and reading to learn about our world. 
In Writers Workshop, students are 
brainstorming topics by taking notes 
about our social issues and 
organizing their notes to prepare for 
drafting their informational texts. 
Students will eventually choose to 
create a book, website, slideshow, or 
another form of publication to get the 
word out about the social issues they 
are researching.  

 
Activity Day 

 
Murray has a mid-year all school 
celebration called Activity Day. 
Activity Day takes place on January 
29th.  All students are invited to 
attend one of 4 field trips: Cheap 
Skate (Rollerskating), Flahertys 
Arden Bowl (Bowling), Grand Slam 
(Arcade, Batting Cages, Laser Tag, 
Krazy Kars, Mini-Golf, X-treme 
Trampoline), and Ice Fishing. 
 
Permission forms were sent home 
through Foundations. 
 
Please turn in form, money, 
permission slip, and waiver (Grand 
Slam only) to Stefanie Folkema 
(Office #1005) by Wednesday, 
January 14, 2026. You can also pay 
online at the following link:  

Activity Day - Class Registration 
v3.0 - Saint Paul Public Schools 
(rschooltoday.com) 

 
Athletics 

 
Winter Sports: Boysô Basketball, 
Girlsô Basketball & Wrestling!! 
 
Please register on Arbiter: 

https://students.arbitersports.c
om/st -paul-murray-middle-
school 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

https://forms.gle/tEaeuuqX4nXZPutWA
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/whisk-it-up-help-our-students-learn-to/9746719/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=sendFriend&utm_campaign=tpc_complete&utm_term=teacher_10274193&rf=sendFriend-dc-2025-09-tpc_complete-teacher_10274193&challengeid=22559478
https://www.donorschoose.org/project/whisk-it-up-help-our-students-learn-to/9746719/?utm_source=dc&utm_medium=sendFriend&utm_campaign=tpc_complete&utm_term=teacher_10274193&rf=sendFriend-dc-2025-09-tpc_complete-teacher_10274193&challengeid=22559478
https://shop.jostenspix.com/login
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.threadartmn.com/showrooms.htm__;!!LSatmg!6dEU4UhSqxEp8ilS21HiZ5tEKWK06VSHbtQxWq97fV60DrCM_IWEsD4gj1pTkO1PW2En_PDy-w3PKvlRR0V6OUOrg6mIHA$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.threadartmn.com/showrooms.htm__;!!LSatmg!6dEU4UhSqxEp8ilS21HiZ5tEKWK06VSHbtQxWq97fV60DrCM_IWEsD4gj1pTkO1PW2En_PDy-w3PKvlRR0V6OUOrg6mIHA$
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html
https://www.jostens.com/yearbooks/high-school-yearbooks.html
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getclass/category_id/481/program_id/70
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getclass/category_id/481/program_id/70
https://spps.cr3.rschooltoday.com/public/getclass/category_id/481/program_id/70
https://students.arbitersports.com/st-paul-murray-middle-school
https://students.arbitersports.com/st-paul-murray-middle-school
https://students.arbitersports.com/st-paul-murray-middle-school


  

Counselors Corner 
 
Here are a few announcements from our counseling team. As a reminder, here is our contact information: 
 

¶ Ms. Justine Revermann - justine.revermann@spps.org - 651-243-4663 ext. 744052: Student last names A-L 

¶ Ms. Lisa Engelstad ï lisa.engelstad@spps.org - 651-243-4663 ext. 745675: Student last names M-Z 

 
Coats, Hats, Mittens Donation: 
We are always in need of new or gently used/clean jackets, coats, mittens, and hats for our students. If you would like to 
donate any, please contact one of our social workers or counselors. We greatly appreciate it! 
 

Every Meal: 
We have a partnership with EveryMeal and students can pick up free food bags to take home. More information and sign up 
on the link here or QR Code: https://forms.gle/JYus6pV3yRTN7ByQ6. 
 

 
 
Holiday/Winter Support: 
As we are closer to the holiday season, please let Ms. Revermann or Ms. Engelstad know if you could support families who 
could use a little extra love and care during the holiday season in the form of financial assistance or help getting presents 
and resources to their children. You can also let us know if you are in need of some extra help over the holidays and we will  
try our best! 
 
Å Ramsey County info: https://www.ramseycountymn.gov/your-government/volunteer/holiday-sponsorship-program  
 
Å Ramsey County Resource Search Tool: https://www.rccmhc.org/search-tool 
 
Å United Way "First Call for Help" - Dial 211 to find out about programs in your area, regardless of where you live 
 

Internet Hot Spots: 
Here's a resource for internet hot spots to check if you're eligible: https://www.tmobile.com/brand/project-10-
million 
 
Quarter 1 Report Cards: 
To check your studentôs Quarter 1 report card, log into Campus: 
https://spps.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/stpaul.jsp. Select your student in the top right-hand corner, and then 
click on the 3 lines in the top left corner, and select grades from the drop down menu. It should list your studentôs classes 
and their course grades for Quarter 1.  

 
8th Grade families: 
The PreK-12 School Choice Fair will be held on Saturday, December 13, 2025 from 9:30am ï 2:00pm at the Saint Paul 
RiverCentre (175 East Kellogg Blvd). Attend the fair to learn more about SPPS schools, programs and services, and ask 
questions about selecting a school for 2026-27. 
 
Please note that 8th graders have information that was posted in Schoology regarding the High School Transition process. It 
will be in the MMS Class of 2030 folder. This includes information about tours at various high schools (most students go to 
Como and some may go to Central or Roseville). 
 
Tours and Shadowing (attending high school for a day with a 9th grader): Tours are after school starting between 2;45-3:15. 
Tours last about 40 minutes. Families can contact jamie.Hoffman@spps.org or 651-744-5529 to set up a tour or for you to 
shadow a 9th grader for a half day or day of school! Como Showcase/Open House: January 22 from 5-7 PM at Como HS. 

 
 

 

mailto:justine.revermann@spps.org
mailto:lisa.engelstad@spps.org
https://forms.gle/JYus6pV3yRTN7ByQ6
https://www.ramseycountymn.gov/your-government/volunteer/holiday-sponsorship-program
https://www.rccmhc.org/search-tool
https://www.tmobile.com/brand/project-10-million
https://www.tmobile.com/brand/project-10-million
https://spps.infinitecampus.org/campus/portal/parents/stpaul.jsp
mailto:jamie.Hoffman@spps.org


  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 



  

 

 


