
   
 

 

 
August 28, 2025 

 
 

Dr. Jonathan Hart, Superintendent 
Hunterdon County 
Readington Township School District No.5180 
52 Readington Road 
Whitehouse Station, New Jersey 08889 

 
 

RE: DEBT SERVICE AID REQUEST 
 
 

Final Eligible Costs (FEC) / Debt Service Aid Project Approval: FEC determination of a 
school facilities project for a regular operating district seeking debt service aid pursuant to the 
Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act, P.L. 2000, c.72, as amended. 

 
THIS PROJECT DOES NOT IMPACT EDUCATIONAL ADEQUACY AND 
IS NOT SUBJECT TO DOE FINAL EDUCATIONAL ADEQUACY REVIEW. 

 
Holland Brook School    State Project No. 4350-030-25-1000  
 
Description: System Improvements 

 
A NOVEMBER 2025 REFERENDUM IS PLANNED 

 
 

Dear Dr.  Hart: 
 

 
Your District has submitted an application for a school facilities project pursuant to Section 5 of the 
Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act, P.L. 2000, c.72 ("EFCFA" or the "Act") and the New 
Jersey Department of Education implementing regulations at N.J.A.C. 6A:26-1 et seq. ("Regulations").  The 
New Jersey Department of Education-Office of School Facilities ("Department") reviewed the project 
application, and based on its review, issued a letter dated July 16, 2025, giving approval of the school 
facilities project, determining preliminary eligible costs ("PEC"), and notifying the District of certain 
construction and funding options. The District notified the Department of its option choices. Based on these 
submissions and determinations, the Department hereby makes the following determination on final eligible 
costs ("FEC") pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-5 and N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.6.    



Holland Brook School SP # 4350-030-25-1000  
Systems Improvements  
Final Eligible Cost Determination Letter 

August 28, 2025 

Page 2 of 3 

I. District elected options:

The District has notified the Department of its elected options prior to the date of this letter, or if not, they are 
hereby established as follows: 

1. Option for State funding support:   Debt service aid

2. Determination of entity selected to construct the project:  District

3. Determination of FEC:  The District did not appeal the determination of PEC.
Therefore, the PEC becomes the FEC.

The District's aid percentage as defined in Section 3 of the Act, N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-3 
is 0.0000 %.   

Pursuant to the Act, the following are FEC for the school facilities project: 

Final Eligible Cost Calculations for SP#:

Functional 
Capacity 

(FC)

Projected 
Enrollment 

(PE)

Unhoused 
Students 

(UH)

Area Allowance 
/ FTE Student 

(AA)

****Maximum 
or Actual 

Gross Square 
Footage 
(GSF)

Final Eligible 
Cost (FEC)

*New Construction 0 0 0 0.00 Max: 0 -$  
Actual: -$  

Other Eligible Costs for Educational Adequacy (Based on $143/SF) 0 -$  
**Rehabilitation 7,093,251.00$       
TOTAL FEC 7,093,251.00$       

0 -$  
150,650.00$         

TOTAL Ineligible Excess Costs 150,650.00$         
Total Project Cost 7,243,901.00$       
*New construction costs are calculated using $143.00 per square foot times the GSF.

FY 25 DAP = 0.0000% 40.0000%
***The preliminary eligib le costs for new construction will be calculated based on the maximum allowable additional 
gross square footage or the actual gross square footage, whichever is smaller. The final eligib le costs may not equal 
preliminary eligib le costs, pursuant to the district's right to appeal preliminary eligib le costs under N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.6.  
A change in final eligib le costs will mean a change in State and local share of those costs.

4350-030-25-1000 Holland Brook School

**The rehabilitation costs are compiled from the architect's line item cost estimate of the scope of work to be 
performed during the school facilities project. 

or 40% whichever is greater.

Ineligible Excess Costs (Based on $143/SF) 
Ineligible Excess Costs (Based on estimated actual cost for rehabilitation) 



Holland Brook School   SP # 4350-030-25-1000   
Systems Improvements  
Final Eligible Cost Determination Letter 

August 28, 2025 
 

Page 3 of 3 
 

 
II. Conclusions: 
 
This letter has provided a determination with respect to FEC.   FEC establishes a maximum dollar amount 
of eligible costs.  If the cost of the eligible scope of work is less than the dollar amount stated in this letter, 
the State support will be decreased proportionally.  The State share may also be adjusted downward if the 
total costs to complete the school facilities project are less than the amount of FEC stated in this letter.  If the 
project has additional costs they shall be funded through local share. 
 
Please be advised that no school facilities project will be constructed unless, if there is a local support amount, 
such local support has received approval as set forth in N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.7. Districts issuing school bonds to 
fund any part of the local support must notify the Division of Finance in the Department and the county 
superintendent of schools when approval is obtained, provide each with the schedule for issuance of school 
bonds, and notify the county superintendent within 30 days of the issuance of the school bonds.  If the District 
has elected State support in the form of a grant, it must add the New Jersey Schools Development Authority 
(“NJSDA”), to the parties notified.  If the District determines to fund the entire local support through a means 
other than school bonds, it must obtain approval of necessary line-items in the budget, obtain separate voter 
or board of school estimate approval of the expenditure of local support, or make withdrawals from capital 
reserve in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.7 and regulations referenced therein. 
 
Next NJDOE Submittal:   
 
If there exists an educational component of this project, then District must submit complete application 
to NJDOE’s Office of School Facilities for the project’s Final Educational Adequacy (FEA) Review. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this matter, contact Anthony Brun by email  
at tony.brun@doe.nj.gov . 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Bernard E. Piaia, Jr. 
Director, Office of School Facilities 
 
BEP:ab 
 
c:  Paula Bloom, Executive Director, Division Of Finance and Business Services  

Juan Torres, Executive Hunterdon County Superintendent 
Jason Bohm Readington Township School District Business Administrator 
Kevin Settembrino, Settembrino Architects 
Frank Ladvas, Planning Associate, Division of Finance  
Anthony Brun, Office of School Facilities 

mailto:tony.brun@doe.nj.gov%20.


   
 

 

 
August 28, 2025 

 
 

Dr. Jonathan Hart, Superintendent 
Hunterdon County 
Readington Township School District No.5180 
52 Readington Road 
Whitehouse Station, New Jersey 08889 

 
 

RE: DEBT SERVICE AID REQUEST 
 
 

Final Eligible Costs (FEC) / Debt Service Aid Project Approval: FEC determination of a 
school facilities project for a regular operating district seeking debt service aid pursuant to the 
Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act, P.L. 2000, c.72, as amended. 

 
THIS PROJECT DOES IMPACT EDUCATIONAL ADEQUACY AND 
IS SUBJECT TO DOE FINAL EDUCATIONAL ADEQUACY REVIEW. 

 
Holland Brook School    State Project No. 4350-030-25-2000  
 
Description: Special Education Classroom Conversion  

 
A NOVEMBER 2025 REFERENDUM IS PLANNED 

 
 

Dear Dr.  Hart: 
 
Your District has submitted an application for a school facilities project pursuant to Section 5 of the 
Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act, P.L. 2000, c.72 ("EFCFA" or the "Act") and the New 
Jersey Department of Education implementing regulations at N.J.A.C. 6A:26-1 et seq. ("Regulations").  The 
New Jersey Department of Education-Office of School Facilities ("Department") reviewed the project 
application, and based on its review, issued a letter dated July 16, 2025, giving approval of the school 
facilities project, determining preliminary eligible costs ("PEC"), and notifying the District of certain 
construction and funding options. The District notified the Department of its option choices. Based on these 
submissions and determinations, the Department hereby makes the following determination on final eligible 
costs ("FEC") pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-5 and N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.6.    



Holland Brook School   SP # 4350-030-25-2000   
Special Education Classroom Conversion 
Final Eligible Cost Determination Letter 

August 28, 2025 
 

Page 2 of 3 
 

 
I. District elected options: 
 
The District has notified the Department of its elected options prior to the date of this letter, or if not, they are 
hereby established as follows: 
 
1. Option for State funding support:   Debt service aid  
 
2. Determination of entity selected to construct the project:  District 
 
3. Determination of FEC:  The District did not appeal the determination of PEC.   
Therefore, the PEC becomes the FEC. 
 
The District's aid percentage as defined in Section 3 of the Act, N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-3  
is 0.0000 %.   
 
Pursuant to the Act, the following are FEC for the school facilities project:  
 

 
  

Final Eligible Cost Calculations for SP#:

Functional 
Capacity 

(FC)

Projected 
Enrollment 

(PE)

Unhoused 
Students 

(UH)

Area Allowance 
/ FTE Student 

(AA)

****Maximum 
or Actual 

Gross Square 
Footage 
(GSF)

Final Eligible 
Cost (FEC)

*New Construction 0 0 0 0.00 Max: 0 -$                     
Actual: -$                     

Other Eligible Costs for Educational Adequacy (Based on $143/SF) 0 -$                     
**Rehabilitation 121,300.00$         
TOTAL FEC 121,300.00$         

0 -$                     
-$                     

TOTAL Ineligible Excess Costs -$                    
Total Project Cost 121,300.00$         
*New construction costs are calculated using $143.00 per square foot times the GSF.

FY 25 DAP = 0.0000% 40.0000%
***The preliminary eligib le costs for new construction will be calculated based on the maximum allowable additional 
gross square footage or the actual gross square footage, whichever is smaller. The final eligib le costs may not equal 
preliminary eligib le costs, pursuant to the district's right to appeal preliminary eligib le costs under N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.6.  
A change in final eligib le costs will mean a change in State and local share of those costs.

4350-030-25-2000 Holland Brook School

**The rehabilitation costs are compiled from the architect's line item cost estimate of the scope of work to be 
performed during the school facilities project. 

or 40% whichever is greater.

Ineligible Excess Costs (Based on $143/SF) 
Ineligible Excess Costs (Based on estimated actual cost for rehabilitation) 



Holland Brook School   SP # 4350-030-25-2000   
Special Education Classroom Conversion 
Final Eligible Cost Determination Letter 

August 28, 2025 
 

Page 3 of 3 
 

 
II. Conclusions: 
 
This letter has provided a determination with respect to FEC.   FEC establishes a maximum dollar amount 
of eligible costs.  If the cost of the eligible scope of work is less than the dollar amount stated in this letter, 
the State support will be decreased proportionally.  The State share may also be adjusted downward if the 
total costs to complete the school facilities project are less than the amount of FEC stated in this letter.  If the 
project has additional costs they shall be funded through local share. 
 
Please be advised that no school facilities project will be constructed unless, if there is a local support amount, 
such local support has received approval as set forth in N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.7. Districts issuing school bonds to 
fund any part of the local support must notify the Division of Finance in the Department and the county 
superintendent of schools when approval is obtained, provide each with the schedule for issuance of school 
bonds, and notify the county superintendent within 30 days of the issuance of the school bonds.  If the District 
has elected State support in the form of a grant, it must add the New Jersey Schools Development Authority 
(“NJSDA”), to the parties notified.  If the District determines to fund the entire local support through a means 
other than school bonds, it must obtain approval of necessary line-items in the budget, obtain separate voter 
or board of school estimate approval of the expenditure of local support, or make withdrawals from capital 
reserve in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.7 and regulations referenced therein. 
 
Next NJDOE Submittal:   
 
If there exists an educational component of this project, then District must submit complete application 
to NJDOE’s Office of School Facilities for the project’s Final Educational Adequacy (FEA) Review. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this matter, contact Anthony Brun by email  
at tony.brun@doe.nj.gov . 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Bernard E. Piaia, Jr. 
Director, Office of School Facilities 
 
BEP:ab 
 
c:  Paula Bloom, Executive Director, Division Of Finance and Business Services  

Juan Torres, Executive Hunterdon County Superintendent 
Jason Bohm Readington Township School District Business Administrator 
Kevin Settembrino, Settembrino Architects 
Frank Ladvas, Planning Associate, Division of Finance  
Anthony Brun, Office of School Facilities 

mailto:tony.brun@doe.nj.gov%20.














   
 

 

 
August 28, 2025 

 
 

Dr. Jonathan Hart, Superintendent 
Hunterdon County 
Readington Township School District No.5180 
52 Readington Road 
Whitehouse Station, New Jersey 08889 

 
 

RE: DEBT SERVICE AID REQUEST 
 
 

Final Eligible Costs (FEC) / Debt Service Aid Project Approval: FEC determination of a 
school facilities project for a regular operating district seeking debt service aid pursuant to the 
Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act, P.L. 2000, c.72, as amended. 

 
THIS PROJECT DOES IMPACT EDUCATIONAL ADEQUACY AND 
IS SUBJECT TO DOE FINAL EDUCATIONAL ADEQUACY REVIEW. 

 
Three Bridges School    State Project No. 4350-060-25-2000  
 
Description: Replace the Classroom Cubbies  

 
A NOVEMBER 2025 REFERENDUM IS PLANNED 

 
 

Dear Dr.  Hart: 
 

Your District has submitted an application for a school facilities project pursuant to Section 5 of the 
Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act, P.L. 2000, c.72 ("EFCFA" or the "Act") and the New 
Jersey Department of Education implementing regulations at N.J.A.C. 6A:26-1 et seq. ("Regulations").  The 
New Jersey Department of Education-Office of School Facilities ("Department") reviewed the project 
application, and based on its review, issued a letter dated July 17, 2025, giving approval of the school 
facilities project, determining preliminary eligible costs ("PEC"), and notifying the District of certain 
construction and funding options. The District notified the Department of its option choices. Based on these 
submissions and determinations, the Department hereby makes the following determination on final eligible 
costs ("FEC") pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-5 and N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.6.    



Three Bridges School   SP # 4350-060-25-2000   
Replace the Classroom Cubbies 
Final Eligible Cost Determination Letter 

August 28, 2025 
 

Page 2 of 3 
 

 
I. District elected options: 
 
The District has notified the Department of its elected options prior to the date of this letter, or if not, they are 
hereby established as follows: 
 
1. Option for State funding support:   Debt service aid  
 
2. Determination of entity selected to construct the project:  District 
 
3. Determination of FEC:  The District did not appeal the determination of PEC.   
Therefore, the PEC becomes the FEC. 
 
The District's aid percentage as defined in Section 3 of the Act, N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-3  
is 0.0000 %.   
 
Pursuant to the Act, the following are FEC for the school facilities project:  
 

 
 
  

Final Eligible Cost Calculations for SP#:

Functional 
Capacity 

(FC)

Projected 
Enrollment 

(PE)

Unhoused 
Students 

(UH)

Area Allowance 
/ FTE Student 

(AA)

****Maximum 
or Actual 

Gross Square 
Footage 
(GSF)

Final Eligible 
Cost (FEC)

*New Construction 0 0 0 0.00 Max: 0 -$                     
Actual: -$                     

Other Eligible Costs for Educational Adequacy (Based on $143/SF) 0 -$                     
**Rehabilitation 121,300.00$         
TOTAL FEC 121,300.00$         

0 -$                     
-$                     

TOTAL Ineligible Excess Costs -$                    
Total Project Cost 121,300.00$         
*New construction costs are calculated using $143.00 per square foot times the GSF.

FY 25 DAP = 0.0000% 40.0000%
***The preliminary eligib le costs for new construction will be calculated based on the maximum allowable additional 
gross square footage or the actual gross square footage, whichever is smaller. The final eligib le costs may not equal 
preliminary eligib le costs, pursuant to the district's right to appeal preliminary eligib le costs under N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.6.  
A change in final eligib le costs will mean a change in State and local share of those costs.

43550-060-25-2000 Three Bridges School

**The rehabilitation costs are compiled from the architect's line item cost estimate of the scope of work to be 
performed during the school facilities project. 

or 40% whichever is greater.

Ineligible Excess Costs (Based on $143/SF) 
Ineligible Excess Costs (Based on estimated actual cost for rehabilitation) 



Three Bridges School   SP # 4350-060-25-2000   
Replace the Classroom Cubbies 
Final Eligible Cost Determination Letter 

August 28, 2025 
 

Page 3 of 3 
 

 
II. Conclusions: 
 
This letter has provided a determination with respect to FEC.   FEC establishes a maximum dollar amount 
of eligible costs.  If the cost of the eligible scope of work is less than the dollar amount stated in this letter, 
the State support will be decreased proportionally.  The State share may also be adjusted downward if the 
total costs to complete the school facilities project are less than the amount of FEC stated in this letter.  If the 
project has additional costs they shall be funded through local share. 
 
Please be advised that no school facilities project will be constructed unless, if there is a local support amount, 
such local support has received approval as set forth in N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.7. Districts issuing school bonds to 
fund any part of the local support must notify the Division of Finance in the Department and the county 
superintendent of schools when approval is obtained, provide each with the schedule for issuance of school 
bonds, and notify the county superintendent within 30 days of the issuance of the school bonds.  If the District 
has elected State support in the form of a grant, it must add the New Jersey Schools Development Authority 
(“NJSDA”), to the parties notified.  If the District determines to fund the entire local support through a means 
other than school bonds, it must obtain approval of necessary line-items in the budget, obtain separate voter 
or board of school estimate approval of the expenditure of local support, or make withdrawals from capital 
reserve in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.7 and regulations referenced therein. 
 
Next NJDOE Submittal:   
 
If there exists an educational component of this project, then District must submit complete application 
to NJDOE’s Office of School Facilities for the project’s Final Educational Adequacy (FEA) Review. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this matter, contact Anthony Brun by email  
at tony.brun@doe.nj.gov . 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Bernard E. Piaia, Jr. 
Director, Office of School Facilities 
 
BEP:ab 
 
c:  Paula Bloom, Executive Director, Division Of Finance and Business Services  

Juan Torres, Executive Hunterdon County Superintendent 
Jason Bohm Readington Township School District Business Administrator 
Kevin Settembrino, Settembrino Architects 
Frank Ladvas, Planning Associate, Division of Finance  
Anthony Brun, Office of School Facilities 

mailto:tony.brun@doe.nj.gov%20.


   
 

 

 
August 28, 2025 

 
 

Dr. Jonathan Hart, Superintendent 
Hunterdon County 
Readington Township School District No.5180 
52 Readington Road 
Whitehouse Station, New Jersey 08889 

 
 

RE: DEBT SERVICE AID REQUEST 
 
 

Final Eligible Costs (FEC) / Debt Service Aid Project Approval: FEC determination of a 
school facilities project for a regular operating district seeking debt service aid pursuant to the 
Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act, P.L. 2000, c.72, as amended. 

 
THIS PROJECT DOES NOT IMPACT EDUCATIONAL ADEQUACY AND 
IS NOT SUBJECT TO DOE FINAL EDUCATIONAL ADEQUACY REVIEW. 

 
Three Bridges School    State Project No. 4350-060-25-1000  
 
Description: System Improvements 

 
A NOVEMBER 2025 REFERENDUM IS PLANNED 

 
 

Dear Dr.  Hart: 
 

Your District has submitted an application for a school facilities project pursuant to Section 5 of the 
Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act, P.L. 2000, c.72 ("EFCFA" or the "Act") and the New 
Jersey Department of Education implementing regulations at N.J.A.C. 6A:26-1 et seq. ("Regulations").  The 
New Jersey Department of Education-Office of School Facilities ("Department") reviewed the project 
application, and based on its review, issued a letter dated July 17, 2025, giving approval of the school 
facilities project, determining preliminary eligible costs ("PEC"), and notifying the District of certain 
construction and funding options. The District notified the Department of its option choices. Based on these 
submissions and determinations, the Department hereby makes the following determination on final eligible 
costs ("FEC") pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-5 and N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.6.    



Three Bridges School   SP # 4350-060-25-1000   
Systems Improvements  
Final Eligible Cost Determination Letter 

August 28, 2025 
 

Page 2 of 3 
 

 
I. District elected options: 
 
The District has notified the Department of its elected options prior to the date of this letter, or if not, they are 
hereby established as follows: 
 
1. Option for State funding support:   Debt service aid  
 
2. Determination of entity selected to construct the project:  District 
 
3. Determination of FEC:  The District did not appeal the determination of PEC.   
Therefore, the PEC becomes the FEC. 
 
The District's aid percentage as defined in Section 3 of the Act, N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-3  
is 0.0000 %.   
 
Pursuant to the Act, the following are FEC for the school facilities project:  
 

 
 
  

Final Eligible Cost Calculations for SP#:

Functional 
Capacity 

(FC)

Projected 
Enrollment 

(PE)

Unhoused 
Students 

(UH)

Area Allowance 
/ FTE Student 

(AA)

****Maximum 
or Actual 

Gross Square 
Footage 
(GSF)

Final Eligible 
Cost (FEC)

*New Construction 0 0 0 0.00 Max: 0 -$                     
Actual: -$                     

Other Eligible Costs for Educational Adequacy (Based on $143/SF) 0 -$                     
**Rehabilitation 8,540,245.00$       
TOTAL FEC 8,540,245.00$       

0 -$                     
320,000.00$         

TOTAL Ineligible Excess Costs 320,000.00$         
Total Project Cost 8,860,245.00$       
*New construction costs are calculated using $143.00 per square foot times the GSF.

FY 25 DAP = 0.0000% 40.0000%
***The preliminary eligib le costs for new construction will be calculated based on the maximum allowable additional 
gross square footage or the actual gross square footage, whichever is smaller. The final eligib le costs may not equal 
preliminary eligib le costs, pursuant to the district's right to appeal preliminary eligib le costs under N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.6.  
A change in final eligib le costs will mean a change in State and local share of those costs.

43550-060-25-1000 Three Bridges School

**The rehabilitation costs are compiled from the architect's line item cost estimate of the scope of work to be 
performed during the school facilities project. 

or 40% whichever is greater.

Ineligible Excess Costs (Based on $143/SF) 
Ineligible Excess Costs (Based on estimated actual cost for rehabilitation) 



Three Bridges School   SP # 4350-060-25-1000   
Systems Improvements  
Final Eligible Cost Determination Letter 

August 28, 2025 
 

Page 3 of 3 
 

 
II. Conclusions: 
 
This letter has provided a determination with respect to FEC.   FEC establishes a maximum dollar amount 
of eligible costs.  If the cost of the eligible scope of work is less than the dollar amount stated in this letter, 
the State support will be decreased proportionally.  The State share may also be adjusted downward if the 
total costs to complete the school facilities project are less than the amount of FEC stated in this letter.  If the 
project has additional costs they shall be funded through local share. 
 
Please be advised that no school facilities project will be constructed unless, if there is a local support amount, 
such local support has received approval as set forth in N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.7. Districts issuing school bonds to 
fund any part of the local support must notify the Division of Finance in the Department and the county 
superintendent of schools when approval is obtained, provide each with the schedule for issuance of school 
bonds, and notify the county superintendent within 30 days of the issuance of the school bonds.  If the District 
has elected State support in the form of a grant, it must add the New Jersey Schools Development Authority 
(“NJSDA”), to the parties notified.  If the District determines to fund the entire local support through a means 
other than school bonds, it must obtain approval of necessary line-items in the budget, obtain separate voter 
or board of school estimate approval of the expenditure of local support, or make withdrawals from capital 
reserve in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.7 and regulations referenced therein. 
 
Next NJDOE Submittal:   
 
If there exists an educational component of this project, then District must submit complete application 
to NJDOE’s Office of School Facilities for the project’s Final Educational Adequacy (FEA) Review. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this matter, contact Anthony Brun by email  
at tony.brun@doe.nj.gov . 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Bernard E. Piaia, Jr. 
Director, Office of School Facilities 
 
BEP:ab 
 
c:  Paula Bloom, Executive Director, Division Of Finance and Business Services  

Juan Torres, Executive Hunterdon County Superintendent 
Jason Bohm Readington Township School District Business Administrator 
Kevin Settembrino, Settembrino Architects 
Frank Ladvas, Planning Associate, Division of Finance  
Anthony Brun, Office of School Facilities 

mailto:tony.brun@doe.nj.gov%20.


   
 

 

 
August 28, 2025 

 
 

Dr. Jonathan Hart, Superintendent 
Hunterdon County 
Readington Township School District No.5180 
52 Readington Road 
Whitehouse Station, New Jersey 08889 

 
 

RE: DEBT SERVICE AID REQUEST 
 
 

Final Eligible Costs (FEC) / Debt Service Aid Project Approval: FEC determination of a 
school facilities project for a regular operating district seeking debt service aid pursuant to the 
Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act, P.L. 2000, c.72, as amended. 

 
THIS PROJECT DOES IMPACT EDUCATIONAL ADEQUACY AND 
IS SUBJECT TO DOE FINAL EDUCATIONAL ADEQUACY REVIEW. 

 
Whitehouse School     State Project No. 4350-070-25-2000  
 
Description: Replace the Classroom Cubbies 

 
A NOVEMBER 2025 REFERENDUM IS PLANNED 

 
 

Dear Dr.  Hart: 
 

Your District has submitted an application for a school facilities project pursuant to Section 5 of the 
Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act, P.L. 2000, c.72 ("EFCFA" or the "Act") and the New 
Jersey Department of Education implementing regulations at N.J.A.C. 6A:26-1 et seq. ("Regulations").  The 
New Jersey Department of Education-Office of School Facilities ("Department") reviewed the project 
application, and based on its review, issued a letter dated July 17, 2025, giving approval of the school 
facilities project, determining preliminary eligible costs ("PEC"), and notifying the District of certain 
construction and funding options. The District notified the Department of its option choices. Based on these 
submissions and determinations, the Department hereby makes the following determination on final eligible 
costs ("FEC") pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-5 and N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.6.    



Whitehouse School   SP # 4350-070-25-2000   
Replace the Classroom Cubbies 
Final Eligible Cost Determination Letter 

August 28, 2025 
 

Page 2 of 3 
 

 
I. District elected options: 
 
The District has notified the Department of its elected options prior to the date of this letter, or if not, they are 
hereby established as follows: 
 
1. Option for State funding support:   Debt service aid  
 
2. Determination of entity selected to construct the project:  District 
 
3. Determination of FEC:  The District did not appeal the determination of PEC.   
Therefore, the PEC becomes the FEC. 
 
The District's aid percentage as defined in Section 3 of the Act, N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-3  
is 0.0000 %.   
 
Pursuant to the Act, the following are FEC for the school facilities project:  
 

 
 
  

Final Eligible Cost Calculations for SP#:

Functional 
Capacity 

(FC)

Projected 
Enrollment 

(PE)

Unhoused 
Students 

(UH)

Area Allowance 
/ FTE Student 

(AA)

****Maximum 
or Actual 

Gross Square 
Footage 
(GSF)

Final Eligible 
Cost (FEC)

*New Construction 0 0 0 0.00 Max: 0 -$                     
Actual: -$                     

Other Eligible Costs for Educational Adequacy (Based on $143/SF) 0 -$                     
**Rehabilitation 121,300.00$         
TOTAL FEC 121,300.00$         

0 -$                     
-$                     

TOTAL Ineligible Excess Costs -$                    
Total Project Cost 121,300.00$         
*New construction costs are calculated using $143.00 per square foot times the GSF.

FY 25 DAP = 0.0000% 40.0000%
***The preliminary eligib le costs for new construction will be calculated based on the maximum allowable additional 
gross square footage or the actual gross square footage, whichever is smaller. The final eligib le costs may not equal 
preliminary eligib le costs, pursuant to the district's right to appeal preliminary eligib le costs under N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.6.  
A change in final eligib le costs will mean a change in State and local share of those costs.

43550-070-25-2000 Whitehouse School

**The rehabilitation costs are compiled from the architect's line item cost estimate of the scope of work to be 
performed during the school facilities project. 

or 40% whichever is greater.

Ineligible Excess Costs (Based on $143/SF) 
Ineligible Excess Costs (Based on estimated actual cost for rehabilitation) 
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II. Conclusions: 
 
This letter has provided a determination with respect to FEC.   FEC establishes a maximum dollar amount 
of eligible costs.  If the cost of the eligible scope of work is less than the dollar amount stated in this letter, 
the State support will be decreased proportionally.  The State share may also be adjusted downward if the 
total costs to complete the school facilities project are less than the amount of FEC stated in this letter.  If the 
project has additional costs they shall be funded through local share. 
 
Please be advised that no school facilities project will be constructed unless, if there is a local support amount, 
such local support has received approval as set forth in N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.7. Districts issuing school bonds to 
fund any part of the local support must notify the Division of Finance in the Department and the county 
superintendent of schools when approval is obtained, provide each with the schedule for issuance of school 
bonds, and notify the county superintendent within 30 days of the issuance of the school bonds.  If the District 
has elected State support in the form of a grant, it must add the New Jersey Schools Development Authority 
(“NJSDA”), to the parties notified.  If the District determines to fund the entire local support through a means 
other than school bonds, it must obtain approval of necessary line-items in the budget, obtain separate voter 
or board of school estimate approval of the expenditure of local support, or make withdrawals from capital 
reserve in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.7 and regulations referenced therein. 
 
Next NJDOE Submittal:   
 
If there exists an educational component of this project, then District must submit complete application 
to NJDOE’s Office of School Facilities for the project’s Final Educational Adequacy (FEA) Review. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this matter, contact Anthony Brun by email  
at tony.brun@doe.nj.gov . 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Bernard E. Piaia, Jr. 
Director, Office of School Facilities 
 
BEP:ab 
 
c:  Paula Bloom, Executive Director, Division Of Finance and Business Services  

Juan Torres, Executive Hunterdon County Superintendent 
Jason Bohm Readington Township School District Business Administrator 
Kevin Settembrino, Settembrino Architects 
Frank Ladvas, Planning Associate, Division of Finance  
Anthony Brun, Office of School Facilities 

mailto:tony.brun@doe.nj.gov%20.


   
 

 

 
August 28, 2025 

 
 

Dr. Jonathan Hart, Superintendent 
Hunterdon County 
Readington Township School District No.5180 
52 Readington Road 
Whitehouse Station, New Jersey 08889 

 
 

RE: DEBT SERVICE AID REQUEST 
 
 

Final Eligible Costs (FEC) / Debt Service Aid Project Approval: FEC determination of a 
school facilities project for a regular operating district seeking debt service aid pursuant to the 
Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act, P.L. 2000, c.72, as amended. 

 
THIS PROJECT DOES NOT IMPACT EDUCATIONAL ADEQUACY AND 
IS NOT SUBJECT TO DOE FINAL EDUCATIONAL ADEQUACY REVIEW. 

 
Whitehouse School     State Project No. 4350-070-25-1000  
 
Description: Systems Improvements  

 
A NOVEMBER 2025 REFERENDUM IS PLANNED 

 
 

Dear Dr.  Hart: 
 

Your District has submitted an application for a school facilities project pursuant to Section 5 of the 
Educational Facilities Construction and Financing Act, P.L. 2000, c.72 ("EFCFA" or the "Act") and the New 
Jersey Department of Education implementing regulations at N.J.A.C. 6A:26-1 et seq. ("Regulations").  The 
New Jersey Department of Education-Office of School Facilities ("Department") reviewed the project 
application, and based on its review, issued a letter dated July 22, 2025, giving approval of the school 
facilities project, determining preliminary eligible costs ("PEC"), and notifying the District of certain 
construction and funding options. The District notified the Department of its option choices. Based on these 
submissions and determinations, the Department hereby makes the following determination on final eligible 
costs ("FEC") pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-5 and N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.6.    
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I. District elected options: 
 
The District has notified the Department of its elected options prior to the date of this letter, or if not, they are 
hereby established as follows: 
 
1. Option for State funding support:   Debt service aid  
 
2. Determination of entity selected to construct the project:  District 
 
3. Determination of FEC:  The District did not appeal the determination of PEC.   
Therefore, the PEC becomes the FEC. 
 
The District's aid percentage as defined in Section 3 of the Act, N.J.S.A. 18A:7G-3  
is 0.0000 %.   
 
Pursuant to the Act, the following are FEC for the school facilities project:  
 

 
 
  

Final Eligible Cost Calculations for SP#:

Functional 
Capacity 

(FC)

Projected 
Enrollment 

(PE)

Unhoused 
Students 

(UH)

Area Allowance 
/ FTE Student 

(AA)

****Maximum 
or Actual 

Gross Square 
Footage 
(GSF)

Final Eligible 
Cost (FEC)

*New Construction 0 0 0 0.00 Max: 0 -$                     
Actual: -$                     

Other Eligible Costs for Educational Adequacy (Based on $143/SF) 0 -$                     
**Rehabilitation 8,461,624.00$       
TOTAL FEC 8,461,624.00$       

0 -$                     
404,200.00$         

TOTAL Ineligible Excess Costs 404,200.00$         
Total Project Cost 8,865,824.00$       
*New construction costs are calculated using $143.00 per square foot times the GSF.

FY 25 DAP = 0.0000% 40.0000%
***The preliminary eligib le costs for new construction will be calculated based on the maximum allowable additional 
gross square footage or the actual gross square footage, whichever is smaller. The final eligib le costs may not equal 
preliminary eligib le costs, pursuant to the district's right to appeal preliminary eligib le costs under N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.6.  
A change in final eligib le costs will mean a change in State and local share of those costs.

43550-070-25-1000 Whitehouse School

**The rehabilitation costs are compiled from the architect's line item cost estimate of the scope of work to be 
performed during the school facilities project. 

or 40% whichever is greater.

Ineligible Excess Costs (Based on $143/SF) 
Ineligible Excess Costs (Based on estimated actual cost for rehabilitation) 
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II. Conclusions: 
 
This letter has provided a determination with respect to FEC.   FEC establishes a maximum dollar amount 
of eligible costs.  If the cost of the eligible scope of work is less than the dollar amount stated in this letter, 
the State support will be decreased proportionally.  The State share may also be adjusted downward if the 
total costs to complete the school facilities project are less than the amount of FEC stated in this letter.  If the 
project has additional costs they shall be funded through local share. 
 
Please be advised that no school facilities project will be constructed unless, if there is a local support amount, 
such local support has received approval as set forth in N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.7. Districts issuing school bonds to 
fund any part of the local support must notify the Division of Finance in the Department and the county 
superintendent of schools when approval is obtained, provide each with the schedule for issuance of school 
bonds, and notify the county superintendent within 30 days of the issuance of the school bonds.  If the District 
has elected State support in the form of a grant, it must add the New Jersey Schools Development Authority 
(“NJSDA”), to the parties notified.  If the District determines to fund the entire local support through a means 
other than school bonds, it must obtain approval of necessary line-items in the budget, obtain separate voter 
or board of school estimate approval of the expenditure of local support, or make withdrawals from capital 
reserve in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:26-3.7 and regulations referenced therein. 
 
Next NJDOE Submittal:   
 
If there exists an educational component of this project, then District must submit complete application 
to NJDOE’s Office of School Facilities for the project’s Final Educational Adequacy (FEA) Review. 
 
Should you have any questions regarding this matter, contact Anthony Brun by email  
at tony.brun@doe.nj.gov . 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Bernard E. Piaia, Jr. 
Director, Office of School Facilities 
 
BEP:ab 
 
c:  Paula Bloom, Executive Director, Division Of Finance and Business Services  

Juan Torres, Executive Hunterdon County Superintendent 
Jason Bohm Readington Township School District Business Administrator 
Kevin Settembrino, Settembrino Architects 
Frank Ladvas, Planning Associate, Division of Finance  
Anthony Brun, Office of School Facilities 

mailto:tony.brun@doe.nj.gov%20.



