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Chargers to play Dec. 5
Henry E. Lackey High School 

will play Paul Lawrence Dunbar 
High School Dec. 5 in the Maryland 
Public Secondary Schools Athletic 
Association’s (MPSSAA) football 
state championship. The game will 
start at 4 p.m. at the Navy-Marine 
Corps Memorial Stadium in An-
napolis. Tickets are $10 with chil-
dren 6 and younger admitted free. 
Tickets are only available online at 
gofan.co. Parking can be purchased 
in advance at ParkMobile. The Na-
val Academy charges a parking fee 
independent of the MPSSAA for the 
event. Pre-purchase cost is  $11.50 
per vehicle and $23 for recreation-
al vehicles  and spectator buses 
through the  ParkMobile website. A 
ParkMobile fee is included in the 
costs. The Naval Academy encour-
ages spectators to purchase parking 
passes in advance as the cost will 
increase if purchasing on site. Cash 
is not accepted at the gate. To view 
the stadium’s bag policy, click here.  

United Way campaign
The annual campaign between 

Charles County Public Schools 
(CCPS) and United Way of South-
ern Maryland will run through Dec. 
12. During this time, CCPS staff will 
have the opportunity to contribute 
through a one-time donation or via 
payroll deduction spread over 24 
pay periods. United Way of South-
ern Maryland supports more than 30 
local human service agencies across 
Calvert, Charles and St. Mary’s 
counties. To make a pledge, click 
here. The CCPS donation campaign 
runs through Dec. 12. Payroll deduc-
tion through United Way will start in 
January with the Jan. 2, 2026, pay-
check and ending on Dec. 18, 2026.  
Read more at www.ccboe.com.
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Up to the challenge — Hanson wins WUSA9 contest

WUSA9 meteorologist Topper Shutt, center, talks with Jill Locco, a science teacher at John 
Hanson Middle School, about the outdoor classroom project she and students are working 
on. Locco and the school won Channel 9’s Eco Challenge which touts environmental educa-
tion. The school will receive $5,000 to improve the space near the school. 

The outdoor classroom at John Hanson 
Middle School is a pretty well-kept secret, even 
among the families of students who attend the 
school. 

When Kylie Hudson, an eighth grader, men-
tioned to her grandparents that she enjoyed the 
nature trail and surrounding area at school, they 
were confused. Hanson is in a populated area 
of Waldorf, there couldn’t be that much natural 
space around, could there? 

At Hanson, there is. Founded in the 2000 
school year, as a seventh-grade community 
service project, The Wetland was originally in-
tended to be an outdoor classroom where stu-
dents and teachers could study native plants and 
waterways. 

Over the years, it has served that purpose, 
but Jill Locco, a science teacher, and members 
of the school’s National Junior Honor Society, 
imagine it could be more. They held a cleanup 
last year, installed some native plants and added 
painted rocks to a small garden on the grounds. 
“We wanted to expand it and make it healthy,” 
Valeria Paz Avalos, an eighth-grade student and 
NJHS member, said. 

“A lot of it was barren, there were no 
plants,” Hudson said. “We needed to add more 
color and more life to the area.” 

Hudson wanted to add a Little Library to 
the area, allowing students and community 
members to borrow and donate books. Students 
wanted to add more native plants hoping to at-
tract wildlife to the area like birds and frogs, 
they wanted to conduct water quality testing to 
enhance what they were learning in the class-
room. Then there were the picnic tables which 
had seen better days. If students were going to 
use this area as an outdoor classroom, the tables 
would need to be replaced. 

All these ideas sounded good to Locco, 
and they sounded expensive. While the project 
would impact instruction, limited funding for 
the upkeep was a challenge. 

Locco learned of the WUSA9 Eco Chal-
lenge, and entered. The challenge — sponsored 
by Washington Gas that donates $5,000 to win-
ning middle schools in the Washington, D.C., 
metropolitan area — aims to ensure a greener 
future, according to WUSA9. 

See CHALLENGE, Page 3

https://gofan.co/event/5522744?schoolId=MPSSAA
https://gofan.co/event/5522744?schoolId=MPSSAA
https://app.parkmobile.io/venue/navy-marine-corps-memorial-stadium/events
https://app.parkmobile.io/venue/navy-marine-corps-memorial-stadium/events
https://app.parkmobile.io/venue/navy-marine-corps-memorial-stadium/events
https://www.mpssaa.org/assets/1/6/NMCMS_Clear_Bag_Policy_(1).pdf
https://www.unitedwaysouthernmaryland.org/
https://www.unitedwaysouthernmaryland.org/
https://www.unitedwaysouthernmaryland.org/pledge-card
https://www.unitedwaysouthernmaryland.org/pledge-card
https://www.ccboe.com/staff/myccps#:~:text=Partnership%20with%20United-,Way,-of%20Southern%20Maryland
https://www.wusa9.com/eco-challenge
https://www.wusa9.com/eco-challenge


    

Notebook Charles County Public Schools (CCPS) 
will celebrate the high school graduating 
Class of 2026 during ceremonies set for 
June. The ceremonies are set for June 2-4 at 
Regency Furniture Stadium in Waldorf.

Regency Furniture Stadium was not 
available for CCPS to host ceremonies 
the week of the Memorial Day holiday, as 
advertised in the print copy of the CCPS 
Parent Handbook/Calendar. The online 
version of the CCPS Parent Handbook/Cal-
endar has been updated to include the final 
graduation schedule.

Graduation Schedule

Tuesday, June 2 
•	 Maurice J. McDonough High 

School, 9 a.m.
•	 Thomas Stone High School, 1 p.m.
•	 North Point High School, 5 p.m.

Wednesday, June 3
•	 Henry E. Lackey High School, 9 

a.m.
•	 Westlake High School, 1 p.m.

Thursday, June 4
•	 La Plata High School, 9 a.m.
•	 St. Charles High School, 1 p.m.

High school principals will share gradu-
ation information with parents and students 
throughout the school year. 

On the day of a school’s graduation cer-
emony, the school will be closed to students 
in Grades 9-11. 

Staff of the graduating high school work 
the graduation events.

Project Graduation, a substance-free 
celebration on the night of each school’s 
graduation, will be held from 8 p.m. to mid-
night at the Charles County Fairgrounds in 
La Plata. Each graduate can bring one guest 
to Project Graduation.

CCPS has inclement weather dates 
scheduled for graduations in case a ceremo-
ny is impacted by rain or severe weather. 
The school system is not able to assign an 
inclement weather date to ceremonies at 
this point, as CCPS is not able to predict if 
any of the dates will need to be used. Any 
inclement weather changes to a school’s 
graduation date and time will be commu-
nicated with families, students and staff at 
least three hours in advance.

Inclement weather dates that are avail-
able for use by CCPS for graduation cer-
emonies, if needed, are: Thursday, June 4, 
5 p.m.; Friday, June 5, 9 a.m.; Friday, June 
5, 1 p.m.; Friday, June 5, 5 p.m.; Saturday, 
June 6, 9 a.m.; and Saturday, June 6, 1 p.m.

Board of Education of Charles County 
member Jamila Smith, left, confers a 
diploma to a member of La Plata High 
School’s Class of 2025. 

Charles County Public Schools (CCPS) will hold a lottery application for a limited num-
ber of kindergarten seats in the dual language, two-way immersion program. The spaces will 
be available at the start of the 2026-2027 school year. 

The dual language, two-way immersion program is housed at Arthur Middleton Elemen-
tary School with the lottery held for students who live outside the Middleton zone. 

There are 25 seats available in kindergarten and other grades may have seats available. 
The lottery opens in Jan.5 and closes Feb. 8.

Families will be notified of program acceptance in February. Learn more about the dual 
language program at https://www.ccboe.com/academics/dual-language-two-way-immer-
sion-program. For more information about the lottery or the program, email Hoffman at  
ahoffman@ccboe.com.
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On the cover
The Board of Education of Charles 

County honored outstanding employees at 
its November meeting including those pic-
tured on the front cover. Lauren Warring, 
left, science teacher, Piccowaxen Middle 
School; and Jacob Gerding, media spe-
cialist, Dr. Thomas L. Higdon Elementary 
School. To read more about their accom-
plishments, click here. 

Board meeting 
A Board of Education meeting is set 

for 1 p.m., Tuesday, Dec. 9. To view the  
agenda click here.

‘Frozen Jr.’ at Lackey
Join Elsa, Anna and Olaf when Henry 

E. Lackey High School stages Disney’s 
“Frozen Jr.” from Dec. 11 to 13. A Brunch 
with the Characters will be held at noon 
Dec. 13 at the school with a matinee at 
1:30 p.m. The meal will be catered by stu-
dents in the school’s ProStart: Food and 
Beverage Management program with ap-
pearances by the sisters from Arendelle 
and other cast members. Tickets for the 
brunch and matinee performance are 
$27.25 for adults, $25.15 for senior citi-
zens and military personnel with identifi-
cation and $22 for child and students. For 
tickets to the brunch and matinee, click 
here. 

The show will be 6:30 p.m., Dec. 11, 
12 and 13, at Lackey. Tickets are available 
at gofan.com. General admission tickets 
are $11, those for members of the military 
and senior citizens are $9 each and chil-
dren and students with identification can 
get tickets for $6. 

Rental help available 
CCPS keeps a list of available houses, 

apartments and rooms for rent by school 
system employees. To learn more, contact 
Louise Evans at levans@ccboe.com or  
301-934-7462.

Graduation dates set for CCPS Class of 2026

Dual language program lottery opens in January 

https://www.ccboe.com/about/public-info-media/details/~board/press-releases/post/board-honors-outstanding-staff-members-at-its-november-meeting
https://gofan.co/event/5401014?schoolId=MD24800
https://gofan.co/event/5401014?schoolId=MD24800
https://gofan.co/event/5401014?schoolId=MD24800
https://gofan.co/event/5401014?schoolId=MD24800
https://gofan.co/app/school/MD24800
https://gofan.co/app/school/MD24800
https://www.ccboe.com/academics/dual-language-two-way-immersion-program
https://www.ccboe.com/academics/dual-language-two-way-immersion-program
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1763731812/ccboecom/xznpnvngnom997pbnsei/Calendar2526_112025.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1763731812/ccboecom/xznpnvngnom997pbnsei/Calendar2526_112025.pdf
https://www.ccboe.com/about/public-info-media/details/~board/press-releases/post/board-to-host-december-9-regular-meeting
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Be in the snow know with CCPS
Cold weather season is among us. Charles County Public Schools (CCPS) parents and 

staff can learn how to receive information about inclement weather delays and cancellations.
If weather conditions pose a potential hazard to students and staff, school officials may 

dismiss schools early, delay the opening of schools or close schools for the day. If condi-
tions require the closing or delayed opening of schools, decisions are usually announced by  
5:30 a.m.

Please note: CCPS does not make an announcement if schools and offices are open and 
running on time. 

How to get information
The most reliable sources of school closing information are the school system’s 24-hour 

information line and website. 
The 24-hour information line is 301-934-7410 or 301-932-6656. Information will be dis-

played in a pop-up box on the front pages of www.ccboe.com and school websites. 
News about cancellations and delays is also shared on CCPS social media accounts 

on Facebook and Instagram. Parents and guardians who have opted in to receive texts from 
CCPS will also receive a text message alerting them of a closure or delay. 

Parents and staff can opt-in to receive text message notifications from CCPS. Text Y or 
YES to 67587 to opt-in. CCPS uses data from student and staff information systems to send 
text alerts. Parents who have a cell phone number on file with their child’s school should up-
date the school with any changes in order to avoid text notification issues. 

Television and radio stations are also notified of inclement weather updates; however, they 
do not always report the most reliable information. CCPS staff members who follow the Code 
system can learn more about delays and cancellations at the Staff page of www.ccboe.com.
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Challenge                                                                continued from Page 1

Last month, meteorologist Topper Shutt 
visited Hanson to showcase Locco, her stu-
dents and the wetlands project as well as to 
inform them they won the Eco Challenge, 
along with $5,000 presented by Andre Fran-
cis, director of strategic communications of 
Washington Gas. The school also get free con-
tinued professional development and educa-
tional materials from the Smithsonian Science 
Education Center.

Locco, who earlier this year submitted an 
application to the Eco Challenge, has taught at 
Hanson since 2000, the year the outdoor class-
room was established. “This is a multi-gen-
erational labor of love,” she said of the area. 
“Each year we have kind of expanded it.” 

It has been connected to a nearby nature 
trail, where a group of students recently ran 
into a flock of wild turkeys. Art students come 
out to sketch, and trees and benches have been 

added. 
There are other ways students and staff can 

use the area. “The only thing holding us up 
was funding,” Locco said.  “We fell short on 
funds to overhaul the picnic tables. We want to 
do water chemistry testing out here too. It’s a 
great place for students and teacher to experi-
ence nature.” 

Hanson is one of two schools that were 
awarded in the Eco Challenge this winter. The 
story is expected to air on WUSA9 this month. 

Last year, Matthew Henson Middle School 
computer teacher, Derrick Blackwell and his 
students were awarded $5,000 through the 
Eco Challenge to build a garden to attract 
more bees and other pollinators to areas of the 
school grounds.

Locco, left, and members of John Han-
son Middle School’s National Junior 
Honor Society visit the school’s outdoor 
classroom. The group hopes to install 
new picnic tables to allow for more class-
es to use the area for instruction. 

https://ssec.si.edu/
https://ssec.si.edu/
https://www.wusa9.com/eco-challenge
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8FpCmG93WiI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8FpCmG93WiI
https://www.ccboe.com/parents/inclement-weatherdelays
www.ccboe.com
https://www.facebook.com/CharlesCountyPublicSchools
https://www.instagram.com/focusonccps/
https://www.ccboe.com/parents/emailstext-messages-from-ccps
https://www.ccboe.com/staff/myccps/inclement-weather


Apply for positions online at www.ccboe.
com/jobs/currentopenings.php. 

All teaching positions require a bachelor’s 
degree and MSDE certification require-
ments. 

Information sessions
Teacher informational sessions will be 
held virtually in the new year for those inter-
ested in a teaching career. One sessions is set 
for 4-5 p.m., Jan. 20, with another planned 
for 2-3 p.m., Feb. 12. To register, click here. 

Job Openings
Physical Education Teacher — Theodore 
G. Davis Middle School, 10-month position. 
Apply by Dec. 10. 
Instructional Assistant for Math — Diggs, 
10-month position. Apply by Dec. 10. 

Instructional Assistant for Kindergarten 
— William A. Diggs Elementary School, 
10-month position. Apply by Dec. 11. 
Instructional Assistant for Inclusion 
— Mary H. Matula Elementary School, 
10-month position. Apply by Dec. 17. 
Temporary Computer Analyst — Jesse L. 
Starkey Administration Building, temporary 
12-month position. Apply by Dec. 31. 
Building Service Worker — Matthew Hen-
son Middle School, 12-month position. Posi-
tion open until filled. 
Math Teacher — Piccowaxen Middle 
School, 10-month position. Position open 
until filled.
Instructional Assistant — Malcolm El-
ementary School, 10-month position. Posi-
tion open until filled.
School Counselor — J.C. Parks Elementary 
School, 10-month position. Position open 

until filled.
Physical Education Teacher — J.P. Ryon 
Elementary School, 10-month position. Po-
sition open until filled.
Art Teacher — Ryon, 10-month position. 
Position open until filled.
Instructional Assistant — Ryon, 10-month 
position. Position open until filled.

Extra Pay Positions
Assistant Wrestling Coach — North Point 
High School. 
Freshman Boys Basketball Coach — 
Westlake High School. 
Assistant Basketball Coach — La Plata 
High School. 
Winter Cheerleading Coach — La Plata. 
Head Swim Coach — North Point. 
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The Charles County public school system does not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national 
origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age or 
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tices. For inquiries, please contact Dr. Mike Blanchard, 
Title IX/ADA/Section 504 Coordinator (students) or Ni-
kial M. Majors, Title IX/ADA/Section 504 Coordinator 
(employees/ adults), at Charles County Public Schools, 
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See a show this season at the JER Science Center 
The James E. Richmond Science Center is in 

the festive spirit with a slate of full dome movies 
playing this month.  

“Let it Snow,” featuring classics from Frank 
Sinatra, Chuck Berry, Brenda Lee and others over 
animation and special effects will be shown 6:30 
p.m., Dec. 10, 16 and 17. 

At 6:30 p.m., Dec. 11, “The Light Before 
Christmas,” will be shown. The story follows two 
children who are rescued on Christmas Eve by a 
sage who imparts wisdom and stories.

All full dome shows include the movie and a 
brief planetarium presentation. Visitors can also 
take part in interactive exhibits and view the NOAA 
Science on a Sphere. Doors open around 6 p.m. 

Tickets are $8 for adults and children ages 
4 and older with center members and children 
younger than 4 admitted free. Charles County Pub-
lic Schools (CCPS) staff are admitted free with 

CCPS identification.
To learn more about the science center, visit 

https://sciencecenter.ccboe.com/. 

‘Beautifica: A Celebration of Life’ 
James Hood’s “Beautifica: A Celebration of 

Life,” is showing at the James E. Richmond Sci-
ence Center this month. Shows are 6:15 and 7:30 
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 6 and 13, and 5, 6:15 and 7:30 
p.m., Saturday, Dec. 20. 

The worlds of light and sound come alive in the 
dome experience during the show created by Hood, 
a composer who has been the drummer in The Pre-
tenders and composed “Mesmerica,” another im-
mersive 360-dome show. 

To learn more and book tickets, click here.  
The science center is housed at St. Charles High 

School at 5305 Piney Church Road in Waldorf. 

ComPsych is a national employee assistance and work/life company dedicated to helping Charles 
County Public Schools (CCPS) employees improve their health and well-being through quality services.

The benefit is no cost to employees and their dependents, and it is also confidential. The EAP can assist 
with many issues, including stress, depression, anxiety, workplace difficulties, substance abuse, marital 
problems, family or parenting conflicts, grief, violence and unhealthy lifestyles.

To learn more about connecting with a ComPsych professional, click here. 

Employee Assistance Program available to CCPS staff

https://vimeo.com/112226702
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teJY6cLeGnU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=teJY6cLeGnU
https://tickets.changeworlds.org/en-US/beautifica360/southern-maryland
https://sciencecenter.ccboe.com/
https://www.ccboe.com/staff/myccps/benefits/employee-assistance-program
https://www.ccboe.com/careers
https://www.ccboe.com/careers
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=fts6jik6w0CD3e0PwztGw5Btgr_ss31Ev-MiVJ5I9MRUQ0xXSFJaRkNFRE45UElORVNSTVRSMFFLTy4u&route=shorturl



