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BackstoryBackstory
Directed By: Keira McNelis

Written By: The McNelis Family

The NDP Players Present: 



Cast List
Hotel Manager........................Andrew McCoy
Minerva................................... Cece Dolphin
Tree....................................... Ethan McNelis
Gerald the Iguana........................ Kate Smith
Chad 1 *...................................... Keira Clark
Chad 2 *.................................... George Sein
Chad 3 *.................................... Devin Gough
Ava........................................... Izzy Ignatius
Matt ....................................... Frank Ignatius
Amy....................................... Natalya Bisser
Lizzie.............................................. Rob Sein
Sadie........................................... Katie Palys
Mario........................................... Jack Tobin
Sam.............................................. Josh Funk
Max.................... Reinaldo Velasquez-Robles

Stage Manager................... Rossi Henderson
Deck Manager..................Sophia Qualantone
Lights..........................................Lauren Igel
Sound................................ Rossi Henderson



Tess Matura is delighted to explore a new side of the theater world—direct-
ing! Working with this talented cast and her wonderful co-director, Haley, 
has been an incredibly rewarding and memorable experience. Tess has been 
involved in theater since first grade and has cherished every moment, both 
onstage and off. She loves the unique journey each production offers, the 
creativity it inspires, and the sense of community it builds. This show in par-
ticular has been a joy, filled with quick humor, heartfelt moments, and plenty 
of advice you may—or may not—want to take. Tess is passionate about 
theater and deeply proud of this production, and she hopes you enjoy it just 
as much as she has.

Haley Rivard is a senior who is thrilled to be 
sharing her directorial debut alongside some of her favorite people—and 
especially her co-director! A newer but passionate member of the theatre 
community, she took on the role of Eurydice in Hadestown, and more re-
cently Denice (Perkins) in The Play That Goes Wrong. She additionally looks 
forward to participating in this year’s spring musical, Fiddler on the Roof. 
In college, Haley hopes to major in the performing arts alongside a pre-med 
track (a perhaps daring, but undoubtedly exciting plan of action). Her eyes 
are settled on the east coast, but she cannot wait to see where she ends up!

  Haley would like to extend her thanks first and foremost to Ms. Sequeira 
for the opportunity to take on the director’s chair, but also to her amazing 
partner in crime (Tess Matura), her cast (who have been such a joy to work 
with), the tech team, her family, and her friends (shout out to Harper, Ange, 
the other directors, and many more).

Savannah Farr is a senior and thrilled to make her directorial debut on No-
tre Dame’s stage. After she graduates, she plans on attending college and 
majoring in music on a pre-med track. Performing in shows since she was 
seven, she has acted in shows all over the valley like The Play That Goes 
Wrong as Rachel (Notre Dame Prep), Mary Poppins as Winifred Banks 
(Spotlight Youth Theatre), Matilda as Miss Honey (Greasepaint Theater), 
and The School of Rock as Summer Hathaway (Starlight Community 
Theater). She is also excited to perform in The Fiddler on the Roof as Golde 
this spring. Outside of theater, Savannah is the captain of the Sports Med-
icine Club, a character performer at Mrs. Potts Tea Party Company, and 
involved with Blood Cancer United (formerly the Leukemia & Lymphoma 
Society). Savannah would like to thank her supportive family, Ms. Sequeria, 
Renee, and Heather for helping her hone her craft both onstage and behind 

the curtain. Finally, she would love to give a special thank you to Maddie, her co-director, for her amaz-
ing work and dedication to this show.



Madeline Levell is so grateful for the opportunity to co direct Princess Party 
Smackdown! She is honored to have directed this show with Savannah Farr. 
Madeline has been involved in the theatre program at NDP since her fresh-
man year, most recently seen in The Play That Goes Wrong as Taylor the 
lights operator. She thanks her co director Savannah, her cast, crew, mom, 
Amazon Prime, and Ms. Sequeria for all their patience and support! 

Keira McNelis, a senior at Notre Dame Preparatory and president of the 
drama club, is honored to direct Backstory. A seasoned performer, Keira has 
starred in Macbeth (Lady Macbeth), The Play that Goes Wrong 
(Chris Bean), and Addams Family (Wednesday Addams). Her passion for 
performing arts is supported by training at the OpenJar Institute on 
Broadway, NY. Keira is grateful to the cast, crew, and parents for their 
unwavering dedication and support in bringing this production to life. 
Directing this one act is a dream come true, and she hopes it leaves a lasting 
impression on everyone involved. To the audience, she extends her
deepest gratitude for sharing in this celebration of
creativity and teamwork.
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Choir ConcertChoir Concert
7:00PM-9:00PM 7:00PM-9:00PM 

IN CHAPELIN CHAPEL
*LIMITED RESERVED SEATING*LIMITED RESERVED SEATING

JAZZ CONCERTJAZZ CONCERT
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Thank you! Thank you! 
See you next semester!See you next semester!


