_Page 8 |‘Wednesday,April 14,,2010. | swww.recordcourier.com

P

OPINION

Kurt Hildebrand, Editor | 782-5121, ext. 215 | khildebrand@recordcourier.com

OUR TAKE

Good
budget
news for
a change

It was good news to learn that
the Douglas County School
District and teachers have
worked out a plan that will per-
mit the district to live within 1ts
means.

That doesn’t mean that there
won't be layoffs at the end of the
day, just that the state budget
cuts won' be responsible for
them.

School officials believe that
the district’s enrollment will be
down 189 students next school
year. Since funding is based on
the number of students who
show up for school in
September, Douglas will need
the services of fewer teachers.

The tally now is seven, but
between retirements and resig-
nations, there’ no telling what
the number will end up being.

Those folks would be looking
for work no matter how great
the economy was, because fewer
people with children are living
here than in the go-go years of
yore.

State law allows Douglas to
delay laying off the teachers for a
year, but thats not how we do
things here. We know that a
debt delayed means a higher
payment down the road. Better
to stay ahead and perhaps make
up the difference in the long
run.

Because most of the money
for the schools comes from the
most stable source, property tax,
the recent budget cuts won't
have the impact on the district
they might have had we been
more reliant on sales and gam-
ing taxes to support the schools.

OUR LETTERS
POLICY

I8 Keep your letter to fewer than
500 words. We prefer them typed and
will edit letters for length, spelling and
grammar and accuracy. Thank-you let-
ters are welcome; please keep them
brief.

I The Record-Courier will not publish
letters deemed libelous or in poor taste.

B Send the original to The Record-
Courier. Photocopied letters are unac-
ceptable Letters can be submitted by
e-mail to editor@recardcourier.com

M Be sure to personally sign the let-
ter and include an address and tele-
phone number so letter can be verified.

B No more than two letters per
month from the same author will be
published.

W if you want to write a guest opin-
ion, contact Kurt Hildebrand a week in
advance.

M Letters are published as space
and time allows. Call 782-5121, ext.
215 for information.
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Megan Foulenfont, as the queen, asks the magic mirror, played by Alexis Morgan, who's the fairest one of all
during the Meneley Elementary School production of Srow White on March 23.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Water issue entire

county’s responsibility

EDITOR:

I have been to several recent meetings in
which the subject of water consolidation
became a hot topic. Because I live in Job’s Peak,
many who oppose the proposed consolidation
characterize me as rich, claiming that my finan-
cial status should play a role in rejecting the
countys plan. In actuality, I and most of my
neighbors in Jobs Peak have worked just as
hard as anyone else to provide for our “later”
years. We live on fixed incomes that cannot
accommodate $600-plus water bills (the base
amount the county estimates Job’s Peak house-
holds would be), and our resources have been
severely reduced by our countrys woes.

But I am not asking for sympathy — or a
“hand out.” The fact that several of the problem
districts concern more valuable properties is
irrelevant to the core issue. Unless we are adopt-
ing a “to each according to his need” philoso-
phy, sorting out just who should rightly be left
“holding the bag” is the big question, a question
that should be answered by considering who’s
responsible for the problem, not speculating on
who’s got the most money in the bank.

Over many years, Douglas County officials
have allowed developers to build inadequate

water systems. The homebuyers in these devel-
opments relied on county oversight, as that is
the proper and expected role of the county.
Why the county did not force the developers to
meet their obligations is a mystery (although
corruption comes to mind). I suspect that
because these systems were “enterprise sys-
tems,” the players contemplated dumping any
future “fix-it” costs on clueless homebuyers.
Keep mn mind that the homebuyers werent
“clueless” out of a lack of due diligence. They
justifiably relied on the word of the county that
their water systems were fine and dandy.

And just who are those officials who made
those representations? They are elected officials
or hirelings who are long gone — even dead.
Anad those developers? Most have disappeared,
died, or gone bankrupt. Who, then, can be held
accountable for making sure everyone involved
has healthy and sufficient water? Plainly, its the
county. The county represented to every home-
buyer that the house he or she was purchasing
came with an approved water system. And it is
the county that botched its chance to make the
developers pay when it let them off the hook.
The county must now take responsibility for its
mistakes and/or misdeeds.

But who is “the county?” Anyone who lives in
Douglas County, rich or poor, thats who. The
truism that “elections have consequences,”
applies. County residents — not just those who
unknowingly bought houses with deficient

water systems — elected officials year after year
who, for unknown reasons, permitted develop-
ers to produce substandard water syslems
Thus, one way or another, county residents
should bear the burden of fixing those systems.
The proposed consolidation is the most cost-
effective, feasible way of accomphshing that fayr .
and equitable goal. Opposing 1t aids and abets a
wrong,
Virginia Starrett
Job's Peak Ranch

Hettrick can help

EDITOR:

In a recent letter, Mr. Deyo questioned why
Lynn Hetunck would run for the office of
Douglas County clerk-treasurer. In particular
Mr. Deyo commented on a statement Hettrick
made regarding lobbying for Douglas County
the legislatve sessions.

The fact is that the previous clerk-treasurer,
Barbara Gnffin’ efforts at the Legislature result-
ed in Douglas County selling marmage licenses
at Lake Tahoe — a service that has made the
county a lot of money. In addution, her efforts to
reform election laws have saved money for
every county in the state and provided a better
process.

Finally, Hettricks full statement was that he
would help lobby “at the county commusstoners
direction” in an effort to mmmize the
Legislatures continuing grab of county rev-
enues. Sounds like a good thing to me.

Hettrick has been a successful businessman
for more than 30 years. He was Douglas
County’s assemblyman for 14 years. Dunng that
time he was the co-speaker in 1995 and the
Republican minority leader for 12 years. In his
present position as deputy chief of staff for the
governor, he has oversight responsibility for 12
state agencies. Hettrick is a proven leader and
administrator. He has great experience with
elections, having been both a participant 1n
elections and a legislator who worked on
improving election law. He served 12 years
dealing with state and local budgets on the
Ways & Means Committee of the Nevada
Legislature. ¢

Mr: Deyoasks “Do we want a county clerk-
treasurer or & lobbyist?” My answer is, we want
the most qualified person for the job — what-
ever it entails. I will be voung for Lynn Hettnck.

James Baushke
Gardnerville

Sierra Crest needed

EDITOR:

This letter is to inform the school board,
which is making the decision to grant the char-
ter school a license, that we need this school.

See Letters on page 9

Smith is a valley apart from the rest

Who among us hasn't heard the the valley; our “relocation endor- With our business in Reno con-
expression, “peaks and valleys” RON WALKER. / phins” kicked in. When a’low ¢luded, we Tushed back to have a
and if you live on the 395 corri- roaring through Wllsonl Canyon ofed building claiming to be look at our triumphant purchase
dor and marvel at Jobs Peak, T'll and finally the panorarmc { -~ Smith'Valley Realty appeated, the .. . I turned onto the dirt road,
bet only a few of you have heard ~ grandeur of Smith Valley. What motor home practically drove parked at the edge of our land,
of a valley called Smith. It’s true scenery. We were goners. Even itself over to the side of the road ~ and got out.
that peaks get all the attention, before we’d made it acrosg the val/’  and stopped. Judy, a swan-like “What have 1 gotten us into,”
but valleys deserve praise too. I ley, Orllyene said “I could live / creature, greeted us. Orllyene gasped.

live in Smith Valley and here’s
why.

A few years back, on a trip to
Reno, Orllyene, my wife, suggest-
ed we deviate from Highway 95
and see where a squiggly little _
blue road would take us. As we
entered the obscurity of the com-

" munity that is Schurz, we turned

west. First we hit folksy little
Yerington, then the Walker River

here.”
Quilted squares of alfalfa green,
pastures dotted with rotund, cattle

and the most glorious view of the
mountains you can imagine. At -

. the time, we were living in Las -
Vegas and-ever since the ther-
mometer in our garage hit 116,

we started looking for a way to
. escape. o

Now as we meandered across -

* we were walking on a five-acre
- - parcel which fit the bill perfectly.
. Feeling very much like a land

“was accepted.

Her shoulders slumped, she
stared straight ahead at a griddle
of sagebrush and never ending
nothingness. You could shoot a
laser for five miles and you
wouldn' hit a fly. We were city
people, L.A., Vegas, Atlantic City,
and now we were moving out
with the jack rabbits and coyotes.

Yes, five-, 10, 20-, 40-acre
parcels were available and she
would be happy to shepherd us
around. I assured her that five
acres would be ample and soon

grabbing tycoon, I made an offer.

‘While we were in Reno, the offer
See Smith on page 9
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