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Down by 20 points (41-21) midway through the third quarter,
Crockett County’s Lady Cavaliers staged a furious rally during
the last 12 minutes of Tuesday night’s season-opening
basketball game with Henry County before falling to the
visiting Lady Patriots 51-48.

In the doubleheader’s nightcap, Henry County’s boys – after a
close first half – broke the contest wide-open in the third
period and eventually won 61-47 as the duel devolved into a
foul-fest.

Coach Kayla Irvin’s Lady Cavs simply couldn’t make shots in
the opening quarter, falling behind 20-8 right off the bat. Only
Crockett’s free throw proficiency (8-of-8 by the combination
of Keeton and Halle Holyfield) kept the hosts reasonably close
by halftime, when the Lady Patriots held a 33-20 edge.

That margin ballooned to 20 points in the third period before
Irvin subbed in Callie Freeman, who – without taking a shot or
scoring a point – infused some energy into the Lady Cav
lineup. Sophomore point guard Wesley Thornton began taking
the ball to the basket, netting 10 points in the period, as
Crockett trimmed the margin to nine points with 1:13 remaining
in the stanza.

After a brief Henry County reset pushed the lead back to 11,
baskets by Thornton and Halle Holyfield brought Crockett to
within six (44-38) with 5:38 remaining in the game. 

Keeton Holyfield then drilled in a pair of three-pointers to tie the
game and then scored again from two-point range with 2:45 to
go to actually give the Lady Cavs a 48-47 advantage – their first
(and only) lead of the contest.

Henry County won it from there with free throws by Nakiyah
Moore and Olivia Kendall. Crockett had its chances in the final
two minutes, but turned the ball over multiple times in their
hurry to make something happen.

Thornton, fresh from being named to the Division I, Class AA All-
State volleyball team along with teammate Katherine West,
finished with 20 points to pace Crockett’s offense. Keeton
Holyfield added 16 and Halle Holyfield six for the hosts. Kendall
and Moore each tallied 14 for Henry County.

The boys’ game that followed was a haphazard combination of
long-range shot attempts, numerous blocking fouls, and
frequent out-of-control fast breaks. A three-point basket by
Jayden Frye – one of four he made – brought Crockett within a
point of the visitors (23-22) with 1:54 remaining in the first half,
but that was as close as the Cavs would get in Coach Spencer
Bursey’s debut as Crockett’s full-season mentor.

The third quarter was all Patriots (21-8), and once Henry County
established its healthy lead, the game became largely a trade-
off of infractions and missed free throws. The Cavs made just 3
of 12 in the duel, and the Patriots (12 of 25) were little better.
Frye and Cortland Reddick paced Crockett’s offense with 12
points apiece, one more than Kevin Pledge. Zach Wilson netted
13 for Henry County.

Both Crockett teams will journey to Union City Thursday night
and then to Lexington Friday night.

CCHS Girls: Game 1, Nov 18
Henry Co 20 13 11 7 - 51
Crockett 8 12 13 15 - 48

HC – Olivia Kendall 14, Nakiyah Moore 14, Eva Eaton 9, Breely
Pierpoint 9, NaLaiyah Coats 4, Emma Hamlin 1, Amelia Watkins 0,
Reed Jackson 0, Annie Grace Snow 0. 2-Pt FG: 11. 3-Pt FG: 6
(Pierpoint 3, Kendall 2, Coats). FT: 11-22.

CC – Wesley Thornton 20, Keeton Holyfield 16, Halle Holyfield 6,
Torey Savage 3, Ruth Gourley 2, Audrey Whitby 1, Ellie
Henderson 0, Callie Freeman 0. 2-Pt FG: 9. 3-Pt FG: 4 (Thornton
2, K Holyfield 2). FT: 18-29. Record: 0-1.
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FURIOUS LADY CAV RALLY FALLS SHORT;
HENRY COUNTY SWEEPS CROCKETT HOOPERS

Above: Keeton Holyfield fires in the three-pointer that briefly tied the game
at 44-all in Crockett's season opener with Henry County Tuesday night.
(Photo by Ron Barry)
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CCHS Boys: Game 1, Nov 18
Henry Co 15 15 21 10 - 61
Crockett 11 13 8 15 - 47

HC – Zach Wilson 13, Carson Curd 12, Tristan Grgic 12, Luke
Stephens 9, Jamari Foster 7, Kayden Kendall 4, Drew Pack 4,
Kainon Deberry 0, Bryan Stephens 0. 2-Pt FG: 14. 3-Pt FG: 7
(Wilson 3, L Stephens 2, Foster, Curd). FT: 12-25.

CC – Jayden Frye 12, Cortland Reddick 12, Kevin Pledge 11,
Corey Savage 5, Andre Garduno 4, Ben Burgess 2, Karsen
Burgess 1, Squirt Pickens 0, Karson Kail 0, Max Woods 0. 2-Pt
FG: 10. 3-Pt FG: 8 (Frye 4, Reddick 2, Pledge, Savage). FT: 3-12.
Record: 0-1.
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Right: Tuesday's boys' opener kicks off the first full season with Coach
Spencer Bursey at the Cavalier helm. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Sophomore Wesley Thornton muscled her way to a 20-point
performance in her first varsity start. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Jayden Frye knocked down four three-pointers to pace the offense for
Crockett in the boys' game. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: Sophia McGowan and her
cheer teammates were fired up
for Tuesday night's opening
basketball doubleheader.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Addie Dunn tries to
keep the crowd fired up during
a timeout Tuesday night.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Audrey Whitby and Torey Savage put double-pressure on Henry County's Olivia
Kendall. (Photo by Ron Barry)



www.crockettcavs.net

11/18/2025 By Ron Barry

Below: Freshman Ruth Gourley
got a breakaway and sailed in
for a layup for her first varsity
points. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Halle Holyfield looks for an open teammate against defensive
pressure from the Lady Patriots. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Callie Freeman came off the Crockett bench and gave the Lady
Cavs solid minutes during their comeback Tuesday night. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Left: Lady Cav Coach Kayla Irvin
found time to smile during her team's
20-point comeback against Henry
County, although it eventually fell
short. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Senior cheerleader Gracie
Gaines has arms extended as she
awaits the outcome of a Lady
Cavalier free throw. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Above: Ellie Henderson looks for help after corralling a loose ball on the
floor Tuesday night against Henry County. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: When Keeton Holyfield started heating up in the fourth quarter from
long range, the entire Crockett bench was into it. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Below: Squirt Pickens
surveys the situation
during a Crockett free
throw attempt Tuesday
night. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Above: Wesley Thornton snaked her way inside often enough
to draw 16 free throws for the Lady Cavaliers. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Below: Andre Garduno waits for a teammate to break into the
lane for a potential pass. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: Cheer team member Makayla
Murphy keeps the crowd revved up during
a break in the action. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Ben Burgess works to get inside
position during fourth-quarter action
Tuesday night. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Cortland Reddick (2) applies some defensive pressure on Henry County's
Jamari Foster. Reddick also netted 12 points for the Cavs. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: When both Crockett teams head for
Union City Friday night, Gabby Dobbelaire will
be cheering them on -- possibly without a
giant basketball hovering near her head.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: Crockett's Corey Savage
operates against Henry County's
Zach Wilson. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Below: Kevin Pledge fights for a
loose ball on the floor with the
Patriots' Carson Curd (10) as the
Cavs' Karson Kail (22) arrives to
help Pledge out. (Photo by Ron
Barry)


