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Amarion Hobson knows a thing or two about preventing an
offensive player from getting here he wants to go.

Crockett County football fans are familiar with that fact from
Hobson’s body of work as a defensive back, as he has ably
demonstrated he’s one of the best tacklers on the team.

This past Friday night, Hobson got the chance to transition
those skills to basketball, where – minus the tackling – his
defensive play was a big part of the Cavaliers’ first win of the
young season, a 66-45 triumph over host Lexington.

The Big Red Tigers got off to a fast start in the contest and
were well on their way to building a 19-14 first-quarter
advantage with fast breaks and easy penetration through the
key area of the offensive court. Crockett was putting up little
resistance there until Coach Spencer Bursey inserted Hobson
to attempt to slow down the Lexington point guard-driven
attack.

Hobson – not exactly the tallest guy on the court – showed
that a defender can be supremely effective simply by getting
in the way of where his opponent wants to go. With the Tigers’
running game severely slowed by Hobson’s placements, the
Cavaliers were able to get several defensive stops, pump up
their own fast breaks, and completely reverse the flow of the
contest.

With the comeback initiated, reserve guard Karson Kail drilled a
three-pointer to pull the Cavs within one (24-23) with 2:45 left
in the opening half. A Kevin Pledge free throw tied it at the 2:14
mark; after a Lexington bucket, a Jayden Frye field goal
deadlocked it again at 26-all with 1:46 to go. Andre Garduno –
who went on to have a career night – then tallied to give the
visitors a lead they never again relinquished.

Crockett blitzed the hosts 15-6 in the third period and 21-11 in
the fourth, steadily pulling away as Garduno racked up 19 points
in the duel. Pledge added 11, Hobson eight, Max Woods seven,
and Frye and Cortland Reddick six apiece. All of the Cav guards
dished out a bevy of assists during the second-half run, which
brought Bursey his first victory as the new full-time mentor of
the club.

In the girls’ game that opened the night’s doubleheader, another
career night – this one by Crockett’s Keeton Holyfield – helped
to produce the Lady Cavaliers’ initial win of the season, a 43-25
triumph that wasn’t pretty but got the job done.

Coach Kayla Irvin’s squad – with the exception of Holyfield –
again had trouble getting the ball into the basket, but its
defensive pressure threw off the hosts’ own offensive attack
more than enough to secure the victory. A big part of that was
also due to Holyfield, who held Lexington’s Cara Roach without a
single field goal after she had netted a handful of three-pointers
in the Lady Tigers’ season-opening win.

Holyfield herself netted a career-high 18 points and was the lone
player from either team to reach double figures. Wesley
Thornton and Audrey Whitby each scored seven for Crockett,
with Ruth Gourley adding five. Alice Luten came off the bench in
her first action of the young season and tallied three points
while leading the Lady Cavs’ rebounders with six.

Crockett held Lexington to single figures in three of the four
periods, more than offsetting its own abysmal shooting
performance.

Both Crockett teams – now 1-2 each – will host Peabody from
Trenton on Tuesday night in the final pre-Thanksgiving portion
of the schedule.
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CROCKETT BASKETBALLERS SWEEP LEXINGTON
IN ROAD DOULEHEADER FOR FIRST WINS

Above: The defensive work of Amarion Hobson (12), shutting off the top of the
key area against Lexington, served as an impetus to the Cavaliers' 66-45 win
Friday night. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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CCHS Girls GM 3: Nov 21 at Lexington
Crockett 13 6 14 10 - 43
Lexington 5 6 10 4 - 25

Crockett – Keeton Holyfield 18, Wesley Thornton 7, Audrey
Whitby 7, Ruth Gourley 5, Alice Luten 3, Ellie Henderson 3,
Halle Holyfield 0, Torey Savage 0, Callie Freeman 0, Tink Willis
0, Sydney Smith 0. 2-Pt FG: 12. 3-Pt FG: 3 (K Holyfield 2,
Whitby). FT: 10-18. Record: 1-2.

Lex – Brinlee Justice 8, Devin Brown 4, McKenna Nowell 4,
Millie Davis 3, Cara Roach 2, Mylee Stafford 2, Maddie
McCollum 2, McKenzi Volner 0, Takiya Williams 0. 2-Pt FG: 7.
3-Pt FG: 1 (Nowell). FT: 8-18. Record: 1-1.

CCHS Boys GM 3: Nov 21 at Lexington
Crockett 14 16 15 21 - 66
Lexington 19 9 6 11 - 45

Crockett – Andre Garduno 19, Kevin Pledge 11, Amarion
Hobson 8, Max Woods 7, Jayden Frye 6, Cortland Reddick 6,
Karson Kail 3, Corey Savage 2, Squirt Pickens 2, Ben Burgess 2,
Nolen Turner 0, Carter Wren 0, Brelin Dunigan 0. 2-Pt FG: 24.
3-Pt FG: 1 (Kail). FT: 15-20. Record: 1-2.

Lex – Marquan Talley 11, Andrew Pearson 11, Aviance
Huddleston 7, Braxton Cox 5, Cameron Gordon 3, Kaden
Volner 3, Nehemiah Harris 2, Taiden Williams 2, Bryce
Woodson 1, Bentley Taylor 0, Kevin Simpson 0. 2-Pt FG: 8. 3-Pt
FG: 7 (Talley 2, Pearson 2, Cox, Gordon, Volner). FT: 8-12.
Record: 0-2.
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Above: Ruth Gourley made a couple of impressive running layup shots
Friday night, scoring five points in Crockett's win over Lexington. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Left: Keeton Holyfield
scored a career-high 18
points and shut down
Lexington's top scorer
Cara Roach to spark
the Lady Cavaliers' 43-
25 victory. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Below: Andre Garduno
drops in a second-half
basket on his way to a
career-high 19 points
as Crockett's top
offensive threat
against the Big Red
Tigers. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Above: Allyssa Ward cheers on the Cavaliers during their third-
quarter run past Lexington Friday night. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Above: Cav reserve guard Karson Kail knocked down this three-
point shot to cut Lexington's lead to 24-23, right in the middle of
the spurt that pushed Crockett ahead. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Alice Luten, seeing her first action of the young season,
lays in this basket and went on to lead Crockett rebounders with
six. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Right: Kevin Pledge
contributed 11
points on the heels
of a 23-point effort
against Union City.
(Photo by Ron
Barry)

Left: Wesley Thornton
prepares to put a move on
Lexington's Millie Davis.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Hadleigh McCoy and
her cheer teammates were
flexing their muscles in the
Crockett sweep of Lexington.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Jayden Frye scored six points and
dished out a few assists as Crockett steadily
pulled away from the Tigers. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Above: Halle Holyfield wrestles two Lady Tigers for control of a loose ball as teammate
Ruth Gourley crawls over to try to help out. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Ellie Henderson looks for an open cutter
as Crockett begins to pull away from the host
Lady Tigers. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Above: Cortland Reddick sails in for a left-handed layup which
somehow avoided the block attempts of Lexington defenders.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Audrey Whitby (10) tries to ignore the clawing at her leg by
Lexington's Mylee Stafford, who was actually just trying to retain
her balance. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: Max Woods scored his first
varsity points during Crockett's
fourth-quarter run, making a few
nifty moves around the bucket.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Spencer Bursey -- picking
up his first win as the new full-
time head coach of the Cavs --
directs his troops during a
timeout. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Right:  But the girls' game belonged to Keeton
Holyfield, drilling this three from in front of the
Lexington bench on her way to 18 points.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: And the boys' contest featured the top point
production ever by Andre Garduno, whose 19 points
sparked the Cavs' triumph. (Photo by Ron Barry)


