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Celebration2026

Dear Friends of Mother McAuley High School: 

The 2025-2026 school year is already incredible in so many ways. Our Performing Arts
Department had a fantastic production of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat, with
five sold out shows. We also celebrated our most successful Mercy Day of Giving to date,
raising over $225,000 from more than 900 donors. We are MIGHTY proud! 

This year, Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School is pleased to present Celebration 2026 on
Thursday, March 12, 2026 at a new location, the historic Union League Club (65 W Jackson Blvd,
Chicago, IL 60604). This year, we have the immense honor of presenting the Catherine McAuley
Leadership Award to Katie Schumacher-Cawley ‘97. As Mother McAuley’s largest annual
fundraiser, Celebration plays a vital role in strengthening every aspect of our school:
academics, arts, technology, athletics, campus ministry, financial aid, and scholarship
opportunities. Your support creates an immediate and lasting impact on the daily lives of our
students.

The success of Celebration depends on the partnership of sponsors, alumnae, parents, and
friends like you! Enclosed in this packet are all the details you need to participate in Celebration
2026: 

Become a Sponsor | Purchase Ticket(s)/Table(s) |  Place an Ad in the Program Book |
Donate a Silent Auction Item 

These opportunities not only support McAuley students but also offer meaningful visibility to
hundreds of community members who attend the event. All contributors are recognized on the
McAuley website, school marquee, social media platforms, and in the Celebration program
book.

If you have any questions or need assistance, please contact Mary Cunningham at 773-881-
6557 or mcunningham@mothermcauley.org. We are happy to help in any way.

As our foundress, Catherine McAuley stated, “no work of charity can be more productive or
good to society than the careful instruction of young women.” Thank you for honoring the Mercy
tradition established by Catherine McAuley and partnering with us to support the next
generation of women leaders. 

With sincere gratitude, 

Peggy Evans Rourke ‘76
Vice President of Institutional Advancement

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Shay Brokemond
Kathy Burns ‘84
Beth Hart 
Patrick Hurless 
Lisa Stephens Janek ‘84

Sr. Kathleen McClelland, RSM 
Megan McKenna ‘99
Ellen Gergits Metz ‘96
Kevin O’Connor
Kate O’Neill ‘96

Vania Montero Wit '86, Chair  
Betty Harn '82, Chair Elect 
Carey Temple Harrington ‘86, 
President  
Dana Simaitis Armagno ‘85

Marie Genevieve LeConte Pawlak ‘87
Severo Pedroza
Hon. Pam Ingersol Saindon ‘80
Nancy Schwaller ‘83
Mary Carol Witry ‘86

Mother McAuley's Gala, the largest fundraiser of the year!

Mary Larkin Cunningham ‘08
Director of Alumnae Relations & Development
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Celebration2026

Please circle your sponsorship level below. 

Event Sponsorship Opportunities

Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School has been granted 501(c)(3) nonprofit status by the IRS (EIN: 53-0196617,
GEN: 0928). Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Ruby Red ($50,000)

Platinum ($10,000) Gold ($5,000)

Silver ($3,000) Bronze ($1,500)

Back cover full page ad
Two Celebration tickets
Logo/Name displayed on Welcome screen at event
Logo/name displayed in prominent areas of event
Inclusion in Celebration program and email marketing materials
Recognition in the school’s gratitude report
Recognition on the school website, marquee and social media

Half page ad
Logo/Name displayed on Welcome screen at event
Logo/name displayed in prominent areas of event
Inclusion in Celebration program and email marketing materials
Recognition in the school’s gratitude report
Recognition on the school website, marquee and social media

Logo/Name displayed on Welcome screen at event
Logo/name displayed in prominent areas of event
Inclusion in Celebration program and email marketing materials
Recognition in the school’s gratitude report
Recognition on the school website, marquee and social media

Logo/name displayed in prominent areas of event
Inclusion in Celebration program and email marketing materials
Recognition in the school’s gratitude report
Recognition on the school website, marquee and social media

Inclusion in Celebration program and email marketing materials
Recognition in the school’s gratitude report
Recognition on the school website, marquee and social media

Diamond ($25,000)

Full page ad
Two Celebration tickets
Logo/Name displayed on Welcome screen at event
Logo/name displayed in prominent areas of event
Inclusion in Celebration program and email marketing materials
Recognition in the school’s gratitude report
Recognition on the school website, marquee and social media

Mother McAuley's Gala, the largest fundraiser of the year!

PAYMENT
Enclosed is a CHECK for $_______________________________________

Return the completed form with check or credit card information to
Mother McAuley High School, Attn: Mary Cunningham, 3737 W. 99th
St., Chicago, IL 60655. Or pay online at
mothermcauley.org/give/celebration.

Account Number  _______________________________________________

Exp Date _______________CVV___________ Zip Code ________________

Name on Card  __________________________________________________
(if different from above)

____Please charge my credit card:

Please secure your sponsorship by February 27, 2026
to be included in the Celebration program book. 

Name/Organization _____________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________

Scan the QR code to complete the form online: 

Address_______________________________________________________
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Celebration2026
Mother McAuley's Gala, the largest fundraiser of the year!

Purchase Ticket(s) & Table(s)

Please secure your spot by February 27, 2026.

Name _______________________________________________

Phone _______________________________________________

Email ________________________________________________

Please reserve:

____ Table of 10; $4,000 per table
____ Dinner Reservation(s); $400 per ticket

Guests’ names may be listed below.

PAYMENT
Enclosed is a CHECK for $________________

To pay by CREDIT or DEBIT card, complete information here,
visit the Celebration web page at
mothermcauley.org/give/celebration, pay by phone at
773.881.6559.

Please check all which apply.

____Guests at my table are listed below.

____Please seat me with the guests listed below.

Account Number  _____________________________________

Exp Date ___________CVV________ Zip Code _____________

Name on Card  ________________________________________
(if different from above)

1 _______________________________________________________

2 ______________________________________________________

3 ______________________________________________________

4 ______________________________________________________

5 ______________________________________________________

6 ______________________________________________________

7 ______________________________________________________

8 ______________________________________________________

9 ______________________________________________________

10 _____________________________________________________

(List any dietary restrictions for guests.) 

____Please charge my credit card:

Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School has been granted 501(c)(3) nonprofit status by the IRS (EIN: 53-0196617,
GEN: 0928). Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

$15,600 supports one year’s tuition

$7,800 supports half year’s tuition 

$3,500 more than covers “the gap,” or the
difference between tuition charges and the
actual cost of education for every student

$1,560 supports one month’s tuition

$1,000 supports the legacy discount

$375 supports a Kairos scholarship for a senior
student

____I/we cannot attend but would like to make a gift in
support of Mother McAuley students.

Scan the QR code to complete the form online: 

Address______________________________________________
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Celebration2026

Program Book Opportunities

Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School has been granted 501(c)(3) nonprofit status by the IRS (EIN: 53-0196617,
GEN: 0928). Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Centerfold ($1,500)

Two full pages (6.5" wide x 8" high each)
One available

Mother McAuley's Gala, the largest fundraiser of the year!

Back Outside Cover ($1,250)
One full page (6.5" wide x 8" high each)
One available

Inside Cover ($1,000)

One full page (6.5" wide x 8" high each)
Choice of back or front inside cover
Two available

Full Page ($750)
One full page (6.5" wide x 8" high each)

Half Page ($500)
One halfpage  (6.5" wide x 4" high)

Place a business promotion ad, send a message of congratulations to this year’s Celebration honoree, Katie Schumacher-Cawley
‘97, or honor your family/legacy family/alumnae daughters, etc. Please circle your ad level below. 

PAYMENT
Enclosed is a CHECK for $_______________________________________

Return the completed form with check or credit card information to
Mother McAuley High School, Attn: Mary Cunningham, 3737 W. 99th
St., Chicago, IL 60655. Or pay online at
mothermcauley.org/give/celebration.

Account Number:________________________________________________

Exp Date:_______________CVV:___________ Zip Code: ________________

Name on Card:___________________________________________________

____Please charge my credit card:

Please secure your ad by February 27, 2026 to be included
in the Celebration program book.

Name/Organization: _____________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________

Scan the QR code to complete the form online: 

Submit your ad or message as a JPG or PDF file to Maria Lappe at mlappe@mothermcauley.org. Want us to create your ad
for you? Please let us know what you would like included below:

Address:_______________________________________________________
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Celebration2026

Auction Donation Form

Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School has been granted 501(c)(3) nonprofit status by the IRS (EIN: 53-0196617,
GEN: 0928). Contributions are tax deductible to the extent allowed by law. 

Mother McAuley's Gala, the largest fundraiser of the year!

Scan the QR code to complete the form online: 

We are requesting the donation of an item that we may include in our auction. In past years, Celebration has generated more than
$600,000 in gifts for the McAuley Fund. Your donation will help us continue to provide students with a lifetime advantage of a
quality high school education. Each gift helps enrich our programs, including academics, arts, technology, athletics, campus
ministry, financial aid and scholarship. Many of our students could not attend McAuley without your vital support.   

Donor benefits: 
Inclusion in the Celebration 2026 marketing materials
Recognition in Mother McAuley’s annual gratitude report
Inclusion in auction email marketing to 10,000+ school constituents
Acknowledgment on Mother McAuley’s website 

Auction ideas that work well include: services (home remodeling, landscaping, tutoring, decluttering, etc.) vacation home rentals,
hotels, electronics, fitness/wellness, outdoor parties, grill, heaters, BBQ pit, sports memorabilia and tickets (summer and fall
events), lessons, airline tickets, jewelry, liquor, walking tours, golf opportunities, game systems, etc. Should you have questions feel
free to contact advancement@mothermcauley.org or 773-881-6557. 

We appreciate your support for our school’s mission to provide a quality education that prepares young women for critical thinking
and a compassionate way of life.   

Please complete the form by February 27, 2026 to be included in the program book.

Donor Name :___________________________________________________________
Donor Address: _________________________________________________________
Business Phone: ________________________________________________________
Cell Phone:_____________________________________________________________

Description of Auction item for use in promotion materials: 
Value of Auction Item(s): _________________________________________________

Restrictions (dates available or not available, number of persons, etc.): 

Submit your donation item(s) by February 27, 2026. 
Share a photo(s) of your auction item(s) for the

bidding website to
advancement@mothermcauley.org. Auction will go

live one week prior to the event. 


