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Media Release

Morningside Middle Students Explore the Future of
Robotics and Al

Charleston, SC (December 3, 2025) - The Palmetto Al Pathways Program is bringing
technology to life for students across South Carolina. Through a dynamic partnership among SC
Competes, IT-oLogy, and the University of South Carolina, middle school students are gaining
hands-on experience with the future of robotics and artificial intelligence.

Students at Morningside Middle School recently met PAL, SC Competes’ Boston Dynamics
robotic dog, who dances, learns, and “thinks” using Al. Classroom sessions and interactive labs
introduce coding, biomimicry, and robotics design, while demonstrating how creativity and
collaboration drive innovation.

The program helps students connect what they learn in school to real-world STEM careers in
fields like cybersecurity, engineering, and data science. It's a powerful way to spark curiosity,
confidence, and career awareness right here in South Carolina.

“Our students took to coding robotics very quickly and loved seeing PAL in action,” said
Principal Sharon Randall. “Education today must incorporate Al in order for our students to
determine what is Al-generated, to use it effectively, and to create future applications to benefit
our society in positive ways.”

The Palmetto Al Pathways offers hands-on robotics and technology education, fostering not
only an interest in coding and robotics but also an understanding of the diverse careers across
all South Carolina industries that critical technologies, particularly Al, will impact.

For more information, please contact the Office of Communications at (843) 937-6303.
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About the Charleston County School District

Charleston County School District (CCSD) is a nationally accredited school district committed to providing equitable and quality
educational opportunities for all its students. CCSD is the second-largest school system in South Carolina and represents a unique
blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles along the coast. CCSD serves approximately 50,000
students in 88 schools and specialized programs.

CCSD offers a diverse portfolio of educational options and specialized programs delivered to the students of CCSD through
neighborhood, magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), Montessori, and charter schools and programs. Rich educational
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opportunities for students include programs in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM); music and other creative
and performing arts; career and technical preparation programs; military; dual credit; and many more.
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