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Oki, in my elementary schools we were working on chokers. We are almost 
done with this project. I just love to see the faces of our students when they 
finish their chokers. We are starting to break the drum out at the middle 
schools to get them started with intro to drumming, also we started 
working on dream catchers. At Big Sky I checked in with our seniors to make 
sure they were on track to graduate. We also  had the University of 
Montana  come in and talk with the RISE students about their programs and 
how to apply. We will be starting after school drumming practice at Big Sky, 
due to  student interest..  



Xest Sxlxalt!
(Good Day)

The month of November has been full of fun times and 
a lot of learning! At Lowell, Paxson, Hawthorne, Russell 
and Chief Charlo, we started out the month with 
beading chokers. The students had a lot of fun with this 
activity, and were excited to bring it home to finish. 
Some of the students did not finish their chokers yet. I 
plan on having a crafting day before Winter Break to 
allow students to do so. At Lowell, Paxson, Russell, 
and Chief Charlo, we also learned about the different 
tribes in Montana. During that activity, we played a 
guessing game where I would describe a flag, and 
students would try to guess which one I was referring 
to. My Hawthorne students were not in school the full 
day that I was scheduled for that week. That said, I 
plan on teaching a lesson to them later on! The 
following week, we talked about some of the traditional 
foods that Montana tribes ate and still eat today. At 
Lowell and Paxson in the last week of November, we 
played a fun game called “Powwow Highway.” It was a 
great way to end our month together. 
I have a lot of fun lessons for the coming months, but 
especially in December! For the first week of December 
I will be talking to my students about Dry Meat. During 
that lesson, I will also have Dry Meat available for 
sampling if students want to try it. I want to give a 
special shout out to my friend, Lauren Clairmont. She 
gave a bag of Dry Meat to me so that I would be able to 
share it with my students. Lemlmts (Thank you), 
Lauren! I also plan on talking about creation stories 
amongst Montana Tribes. I hope you all had a great 
Thanksgiving break and I am excited for the month of 
December!



Oki! This month seemed to fly by fast! Our department had some 
good events all month long, 2nd Annual Buffalo Harvest and 
Halloween Carnival. We also got to help with the SupaMan concert. 
I sure enjoyed the time spent with students and their families. 

I am working on beading projects at Willard, Lewis and Clark and 
Washington. A few students have also opted to make ribbon skirts at 
Washington. At both Sentinel and Hellgate, the RISE programs are 
off to a great start. Sentinel was able to host the last RISE meeting. 
Hellgate has around 18 students involved with RISE this year. A few 
of them were even able to sing an honor song for Japanese 
students from Kumamoto, Japan. I was also able to help organize 
the set up of a tipi with Willard staff and students. 

This month was Native American Heritage month. Three of the four high 

schools had presenters from various Native American programs at the 

University of Montana share information about their programs as well as 

the Business Office discussed financial aid.

Willard: We got a new room and  moved the beads and all of our 

belongings into the new classroom. Students are still working on their 

beading projects. We also made frybread and the principal got toppings for 

Indian tacos. 

Sentinel: The RISE group got their student council going. The historian will 

be getting a picture of the group as well as a yearbook student.

Washington MS: The principal has come up with a schedule where I would 

have more time with the students. The girls are currently working on ribbon 

skirts and the boys are working on dream catchers. 

Hellgate: I have been meeting with students regularly. I had the opportunity 

to help the students re-start the Native club. They chose the name 

Indigenous Student Union. The student council historian  is going to get a 

picture of the student council and the club.  

Lewis & Clark: I have been talking with two teachers about coming in and 

doing a presentation. I made it to one, the EL class. I brought in my niece's 

regalia and explained each part. They got to touch a few items. In addition I 

have been teaching them a few Blackfeet words. While meeting with the All 

Nations group, we talked about the different dance styles, listened and 

watched dance/powwow videos and colored. One student demonstrated 

fancy dance moves. After the break we will start a choker project. 



OkiOkii (Blackfeet / 
Oki (Piikani)
?e-?a (Salish / Séliš-Qlispé)
Kahée (Crow / Apsáalooke)
Pevehe e’seeve’e  (Northern Cheyenne / Tsis tsis’tas) 

GREETINGS~
 A few November highlights:

● Moccasin classes with Guest Elders Scotty Gardipe & Sharon Briggs.
● Visiting MMAC with passionate - curious - dedicated MCPS teachers, exploring 

Indigenous narratives utilizing VTS.
● Creating clay Iniskim (Buffalo Stones) with Rattlesnake 2nd graders. 
● Love connecting with the Hellgate RISE students! 
● Let’s Cook: Traditional Foods & Herbs (So fun! Deep Gratitude to Special Guest Presenter, 

Cherith Smith & my hard-working teaching partner, Charlie Struna.)
● Ground Bison Burger was delivered to all elementary & middle schools. Thank-you to the 

Community Liaisons for coordinating delivery.
● We put up a tipi in the HHS library! BIG Thanks to Librarian Ashley Wineman & Junior 

Johanna Myo .
● Exploring Stella Nall’s artwork with Lori Grant’s 5th graders! An amazing day of FUN & 

CREATIVITY with awesome young humans! 
 
With Abundant Gratitude, keila cross.



The best part about November, for me, was the Let's Cook PIR class 
we had for teachers on the 19th.  We had 19 teachers attend this class. 
The teachers had a chance to learn from Cherith Smith about 
Indigenous food sovereignty and traditional foods. The recipes 
prepared were: bison short ribs, bison stew, three sisters mash, 
Potawatomi rice, wojape, plum pudding, bannock bread, and cedar tea. 
The feedback from this class was great and we would like to do it 
again, or something similar, next year.  I continue to be grateful to do 
this work and wish everyone a fabulous Winter season.

Thank You to these supporters. We would not 
be able to do the work that we do without you!

Scotty Gardipe
Sharon Briggs
Cherith Smith

Michelle Guzman
Karla Bird
Laura Bird

Soazig Lebihan
Cameron Johnson
Lauren Clairmont
Katie Dubosque

Britt Hanford



MCPS NASS Parent Advisory Committee

2025-26 PAC
Parent Representatives:

★ Matt Bell
★ Julie Cahoon
★ KaylaBeth Charlo
★ Lyman Ferguson
★ Chad Villegas

Student Representative

★ Seth Martin
★ Lance Comes at Night
★ Joshua Na

Teacher Representative

★ Alyssa Johnson

All parents and guardians of Native American MCPS students are encouraged to attend PAC 
meetings on the first Wednesday of each month.

 PAC meeting 
12/3/2025

6 pm 
MCPS Admin B
909 South Ave 

West
          Taco Salad 
 
    Bring a dish to share!














