TARKINGTON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Netificationy & Qlerts

Dear Parents,

| am writing to inform you about an incident that took place today involving two fifth-grade
students and another student in the bathroom. The two fifth-grade students entering the
bathroom tried to scare their peer that was in the bathroom by yelling, "Someone has a gun!"
This incident understandably caused the other student distress, and it was quickly reported by
students to campus administrators.

Following a thorough investigation, it was concluded that this statement was made as a cruel
and inappropriate joke. There was no weapon on campus, and no students were ever in
danger. The students who made the comment have been interviewed, and appropriate steps
are being taken. The parents/guardians of the students involved have been notified.

We understand the seriousness of discussions about weapons and threatening behavior.
Therefore, we respectfully ask that you talk with your child about what these statements mean
and the importance of keeping a safe environment for everyone. For additional resources, the
Texas School Safety Center provides helpful information for parents through their "Threats are
No Joke" campaign, which can be accessed at the following link: [Threats Are No Joke! Parent
Guide].

Thank you for your cooperation and support in reinforcing a culture of safety and respect within
our school community. Tarkington ISD remains dedicated to providing a safe and supportive
learning environment for all students. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact
TES or use the “Information” button on our district website.

Brandon O’Neal
Tarkington Elementary Principal
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