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Three Newly Elected Board Members Take Oath of Office  

Board Elects Gene Walker President for Third Year 

 

PITTSBURGH, December 1, 2025– The Pittsburgh School Board has elected officers for the 2026 fiscal 

year at this evening’s Board Organization Meeting.  Gene Walker was elected President for the third 

consecutive year. Dr. Tracey Reed was elected First-Vice President, and Yael Silk was elected Second Vice-

President. The Board also elected Superintendent Wayne Walters as Secretary of the Board, along with 

three Assistant Secretaries and a School Treasurer.     

 

Director Tawana Cook Purnell – District 1 

A Pittsburgh native, Tawana Cook Purnell was well educated in Pittsburgh Public Schools: Robert L. Vann, 
Frick, and Schenley, before graduating from Peabody High School. She spent years in Washington, DC, as 
a teacher and administrator at St. Albans School, the National Cathedral School, and the Bishop Walker 
School for Boys. When she returned home to Pittsburgh, Tawana also served as principal at the 
Environmental Charter School and The Campus (Laboratory) School at Carlow University in Pittsburgh, PA.  
Over the years, she has also served on several local, regional, and national boards. 
 
A philosophy major and English minor, she attended Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine, as a member 
of the first class to admit women, before transferring to and graduating from Spelman College in Atlanta, 
Georgia. Tawana later earned her Master of Arts in Private School Leadership at Columbia University’s 
Teachers College. 
 
Most importantly, she is the proud parent of three adult children -Justin, Tara, and Austin - and the 
grandmother of two - Henry and Phoebe. 
 
Director Eva Diodati– District 7 

Eva Diodati is a native Pittsburgher. They grew up in Pittsburgh's Brookline neighborhood and currently 
reside in Carrick. They graduated from Pittsburgh Brashear in 2009, received their BA in Theatre Arts 
from Duquesne University in 2012 (a proud Red Masquers Alum), and earned their MA in English and 
Media from Duquesne University in 2018. For the last 7 years, Eva has worked for the Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh as a Teen Library Services Associate. Previously, Eva worked as a Museum Educator for the 
Children's Museum of Pittsburgh and served as a board member for the Gemini Children's Theatre.  
 
A few fun facts about Eva: They own a small in-home jewelry business called The Final Frontier Jewelry 
Co; they are the proud treasurer for United Steelworkers Local 9562; they are a performer with the 
Pittsburgh Playback Theatre; and, most importantly, they are mom to a cat named Pocahontas "Pokey" 
Marie Diodati.  



 
Eva Diodati is honored to serve Pittsburgh as the first Black and open LGBTQIA+ PPS Board Director for 
District 7.  
 
Director Erikka Grayson – District 3  

Erikka Grayson currently serves as the Senior Clubhouse Director for the Estelle S. Campbell Boys & Girls 
Club, where she works to create a safe, supportive space for all children served. Prior to this role, she 
served as the Director of Community and Engagement at the Early Excellence Project, developing 
tutoring and literacy programs for early childhood and elementary students in the Hill District. 

A proud Hill District resident, Grayson made Pittsburgh her home after relocating from Washington, D.C. 
She is the creator of Bomb Moms, an Instagram platform and podcast dedicated to amplifying the voices 
and experiences of mothers. Grayson holds an undergraduate degree from the University of Pittsburgh 
and an MBA from Point Park University. She is also a skilled project manager with volunteer experience 
supporting Pittsburgh Public Schools. 

The wife and mother of one graduate and two current Pittsburgh Public Schools students, Director 
Grayson resides in the Hill District.  
 

The chart below shares the Pittsburgh Public Schools Board Members and the District each represents.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

### 

Board Member District Representative 

Tawana Cook Purnell 1 

Devon Taliaferro  2 

Erikka Grayson 3 

Yael Silk  4 

Dr. Tracey Reed  5 

Emma Yourd   6 

Eva Diodati 7 

Dwayne Barker   8 

Gene Walker  9 


