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CHAPTER 3 { LES50N 1 Gepgraphy of [V’ fesopiotamid

Lesson 1 Geography of Mesopotamia |

BEFORE YOU BEADL

In Lesson X, you vl learn how the Ti 1gris and Biiphratés rivers
maderthe Mgsapotatiian region & good place for setflfement.

AS YOU READ

Afterviouread Lesson 1, wrifg 2 sentenco or two SUIIRAnZIng
each.of the thrée main sections., Use a chart like this one ta

record your suiiimares.

SR

__,;;—._Fma‘/}'*_ o

_‘%{ ' | Geography of Mesopmam1a

TERMS & NANMES
* Mesdpotamia theregion.
‘where the Tigrls and
Euphrates rivers Bow
= floodplain the flat:land
borflering the banks.of g
1iver
= silt the fine: soil deposited.
by sivers
~seririaxid climats that i
hotend fairly doy -
« drought aperiod whennot,
enough rain and show fallk
» surplus morethan ig
- mgeded

e e e Tt
HEEL = ,

S The rivers of Mesopotam!a were tmportanf because

s s
ALY

Mesopotam iahs Watered thetr crops by

L f e

i

i

bt

3

: Becausé of = !ack' of resources, | .-

i

?1#

e,

T =

The Land Between Two Rivers
(piges'83-84)

How did thie Iond between the Tigris and
Euphrates yiveis support agriculture?

The Tigrig anid Euphirates tivers $tart in the
mouitams of soutfiwest Asia, The region
between the rvers was called Mesopotamia, .
The land here was tostly flat with small
plants. The rivers provided watér anid were
irnportarit for travel. If was easierto fravel by
boat than over land. There were very few toads
on land. Boats could carry hieavier loads, The
cutrents heiped move the Boatg down Hver.

S e o e T =

Rain and melting spow in the mountaing
cawsed the rivers to-get bigger. The water in
the rivers picked up soil as it flowed down the-
moudtains, When this water retichied the plains,
it overflowed info the fogdplain. A, ﬁ()odplam,

ig-the flat land that borders the banlks of a rver:
As the water covered the floodplain, the fine:

soil it carried setfled on the land. The fine soil
deposited by rivers is called silt. The silt was

! fert:ﬂe mjaking i good for growing crops.

* The climatein Mesopotainia fs semiarid.
Usually Iess than 10 fuches of rain a year
fall there, and surimers are IioL Even' though.

Ancient Mesapu'tami'a@ E
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" READING STUDY GUIDE CONTINUED

thes repion was div; the rivets dnd ferkile soil
made tt: good, for fariiing By 40003B.¢.,
‘many farming villages devetoped in southers,
Mesopotamia. :

" 1. How tweits the Tigzly and Biiphrates 1ivers
ggpottant i Mesopotatis?

Controlling Water by lrrigation
(pages 84-85) :
How did the climate affect farmers?

" People in Mesopptamia could not predict when
+the tivers would flood each year: A§ 2 result,
they cquld not predict when to plart crops. The
people also could not predict the size of the

. flooding, That depended on how much snow:07

P ain fell in themountains. Top mmgh raih could |
= cayse buge flpods fliat washed everything .
e avay. Iftoo Jittle rain or snow feli, there might
- not Be any Hooding at all.

Semiarid regions soimetimes éxperiénce
P a2 drought. This is 4 titne When not etiough
228 7ain and snow fall. When Mesop otamia

| exporienced a drought, the level of the: Tivers
- fell. That made it hard for farmezs to-water

= {heir érops, which. caused cropy to-fail. When.
= CIops failed, many people statved.

' By abott 6000 B.C., farmers in
Mesopotamia set up canals to get water from.
the tivers to their flelds. This §ystem is callsd
irgatiorr,

2. Why did Megopotamian farmers sct up
irrigation systems?

Chapter3lesson {

| pinding Besources

(pages 85-86)

‘How did Mesopotaniidns cope with a lnck of

yesquices?

Mcsopcﬁannaha& no fosests.of stone and
minerals, That meant thet it had no Woad and foW
building miatérials. As a resnlt, Mesopotamiang

1 used mnd to make bricks and plaster,

‘Mesopotania-was an gasy place fo invade.
This is because it had fow movmtains or-othes
hargers. Asa result, pepple from othérreglong:
often invaded Mesopotaziia. Thess people .
stole. fiom the Mesopotamians or conquered

them, To protect themselves, Mesopotamians

built mud-walls around their villages.
‘Mesopotamiang traded grain for goqds
they needed, such as sione and wood. They

. were ahle to do this because they had &

surplus of gratn. This means that they had.

| more grain than they needed for themselves.

3, How did Mesppotamians use their
extvironment o make building maferials?

Copyright ® Houghtan Miffiin Company. All ghts seservad..
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GHAPTER'3 | LESSON 1 Geograghy of Masopotamia .

Activity Sheet

oo

“Part A. Build Vocabulary
ey Terms Wiite akey term 4 each blank to match the word Tistory that describes it

Wésopotamia: a teglon. paned for its location “between the rivers”

floodplains the land bordering the banks of 4 fiyer; ontowhich foptwaters flow

silt: fertile soil deposited by A niver

semniarid: a climate thathas hot supmers and less than. 10 inches of zain fall
egeh yéar . '

droughts a period during which not enengh rain and stiow fall

sorpfus: more ot somefhing fhan is needed for immiediate needs

1. This term fs oade vp.of two copnplete words. The ,Sécond word-comes
Fromt the Latin planys, meaning “flat” L

2. This terma.comes from the (id English word dsigath, which'is similar fo. dry™

3. "This term it made up of a prefix meaning “half” and ax Old English
word meaning “dry.” : ,

4, “This term is madeup of 2 prefix meantig “middfe? and a Greek: word
potamos; TEANNE *eiver”

5. This term comes from an Old Faglish word sylian, MEAng “odlt?

. This terms coftibs frori fwo Brengh words meaning “over” and “more*

Part B. Cooperative Work
Work with a group 0 comyplets the cause and effect chart:

o e s F T Hdw Did Mesopitaipidn

Cause ' _ Eifect
i.ocation: betwaen the Tigris apt: '
Fuphrates Rivers

| Climeates: Semi Arid: little rain and hot - T

{Copyrigbt © Houghton. Mifilin Company. All fights resgwved:
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CHAPTER 3 | LESSON 1 Gesdraphy of Mesepgtamia

Réfea‘ch'iﬁgzﬁcﬁv'iﬂ

Firidivg: Mam Ideas

Choose the word frot theword bank tha’t hest fits each blank space. Writa that
yrerd on the Jine. The first one is done for you.

1.

2,

. Mesopotamia bad no

E Flood& canals  olmgte  forests st rosomross

Mesop otamia. was located hefween the Tigtis and Euphrates tivers, The

floo _dplam (flat Stxetoh of latid) along the rivers contdined, . _ swhich
was good for growing orops, The stpply of water and the fertile soil (good for
growing: crops) made up fora seraiarid (matnly dry)

could wash everything in the Helds away, whils too littls water
meant erops would dig. When creps failed, people starved, Farmers. dfzveloped
g dystein, of irrigation __to bring water {0 their crops.

sgtone, or minerals, so there wers fow
building; materials. Homes of Walls made ont ef mud bricks crumbled easily
and had to be fized offen. Peaplo-fu Mes apotamia solved the problem of
few by trading surph:ts (exizd]) grain for gtone, wood; and
metal from other egions.

" Reading Comypirehension
Find the name or tewn i the secoxd cohwnm that best matches the: deseription i the
first column, Then write the letter of your answer in the blank,

4. the région Whose 1ngme means “land between ‘a, Mesopotamia
the rivexs” o b dronght
8. one of two major rivers in Southwest Asia that flow c. &1t
to the Persian Gulf _
. d. BEuphrates
6. the. flat land along a tivet ) .
€. surplus
Zfine sdil deposited along the riverbanks it £ semiarid
Mesopotamia o
: g. Hoodplain

8. type of climate in which very little precipitation falls

9. a period when not enotigh raii and snow fall o
pidvide watet for barhan needs

16 micre of something than ofie needs -

Copyright ® Haughton Mifflin Company, Al rights resorvad.,




Copyrlght @ Houghtan Mitlin Campany. All rlghts reserved.

Daie

CHAPTER 3 § LESSON 2 The First Chvilization

period . .. . .

R 3

BEEORE YOU READ .
Tin Lesson. 25 you will learn, why the first civifization gtarted
in Mesopotamia.

AS YOU BEAD - :
Use 4 web diagrami like:fhis pheto record the traits Sumer had
thatled to: the. start of the fistcivilization there.

g R =2 g« 2 Y
AT e o
g Traits of "%
% AT . . )
: %, Civilization _o# .
e I -t 3
g -E 1&-@?@;-# {g 2
8 : i i
= g &
R R SRR =

o
-

The Rise of Civilization potiery. A society hasto have & surplus of

(pages 89-9L)
How did civilization develop in theregion of
Sumer?

to search for food. Because of this, they were
able to sefile in villages. As more and more
people setiled i villages, the commwmities
giew larger 2nd tu fime became cities.

= A civilization hag advanced cifies. Cities

esson 2 The First Civilization

food-to allow peopleta do other kinds of &
work besides Famiing: Also, people hadio 3
cooperats fo work o projects; In Swmer, :
. :ests tool on the job of grganiz lo &
- After people began to farm, they did not have . ?ffli ﬁazj{,;ié i Job oF prgamizing Peo
A civilization hag fnstitutions. An.
institution {s a.group.of people whohaved ¢ ;
spocifte purpose. Religion and governmept. sTE=Ey

TERMS & NARES

o eivilization, an advanced
form of culiure:

= Spmey dr8gionii southemn:
Mesopotainia and the site of |-
the first civilization: :

» city-stafe a commnumity
that ineluded a city and its
nearby farmlands

« ziggarat “thelargest andk
most fmportant structure in.
2 Simetlat Gity

-« polytheism gbelief in.

_ many gods and goddesses

- king thehighestratked |
{eader of a group-of people

Workers in-these cifies were grpanized fo help. becans mggtgﬁans,
solve problems. After a while, society and « A civilization has 2 way of keepiag records
culture becarné more complex. This led to an 1o keep track of things,.such as food

" advanced form of culture called civilizafion. supplies. _K_ieeping records often involves
The first civilization started in a region inthe | writing, The people of Meéﬁpo,tamial
southern part of Mesopotamia around 3300 jivented the tworlds first systenn of writing
B.C. It was called Sumert « A civilization has advanced wechnology:. *

Surmer bad five traits that make 2 civilization. Sumerizns built canals o imigatd crops:

They madg tools of bronze.

provide people with gdvantages. Sumexian 1. Why is = surplus of food necessary to
cities provided people with temples inl have specialized Warkers?

which to pray end diffetent types of] ob,

- A civilization has workers that specialize.
‘This means that the workers have jolis

that requite special slkills, such a§ mialdng

5

Ancient Mesopotamia, @
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READING STUDY GUIDE CONTINUED -
Sunierian City-States
{pages 9192y

What new type.of commumfzy develgped in
Sumer? ‘

Suineiian citiés were cénters of frade, léarning, |
and religion. Atthe thme, most people still

tived in the couniryside, Eut eveniuajljg cities
began fo rule the villages:in the ccrunfrysxdc A
conimunity that inchuded 4 city and fts neatby
lands was called g eity-state, Bach city-state

mled itself,

Some of the: more famous vity-states of
Suiner included Kish, Nippin, and Ut Mast
city-states were Jocated near this mouths of -
the Tigris and Buphrates rivers, where the
land wag most fertile. Farmers there were able
to produce food surpluges. Theése surplises
helped o feed. & greater number of people.

Swnerian cities had narrow, winding roads.
Walls byilt for protestion surrounded the
cities. Sumerian houses were made of fhick,
mmud walls. Such. walls helped to keep the heat

2 ont, A house was made up of 2 fow raoms
=) arranged drowmd a courtyard.

The' largest and mostimportant Building in
a Sumerian city was the temple. It was ¢alled
& zxgg‘uraf The zzcrgv_zat way also the center

at the mgguxat People pani tha Qnasts for

2 their services with, grain. As a result, priests

controlled the storage of surplus grdin and
much of the city-state’s wealih.

2. Why did many Sumerian cily-states
develop near the mouth ¢F the Tigris and
Fuphrates rivers?

@ Chapfer3 Lesson 2

Changes In Leadership

(pages 93-95)

How did the leadershin of Sumer change?
Sumérlaiia believed in miny-pods anid
poddesses. Thig kind of helief s called
polytheism. Sumerians  helteved in four main
gods. They also had thonsands of lessés gods:

The Stenerians belieyed the- gads eould
prevent-probieins such as draughts, So people
fried to please the gods, Fach god had many-
‘priests, who said they had influence with the-
god. Because pf'this, the Surdetias accepted.
the priests as leaders,.

Sumerians helieved the gods created
hnmans torwork for them. Priests, mlets:and
ordinaly people all gaid prayers And niade

offerings to the gods. They followed rituals,,
ety of which tock place at the ziggurats.

Giradually, Sumerian city-stated bécams.

ticher. Sobn other groups of people began 1o

attack theni to get their xiches, During these
dangerons times, the people of the city-states.

- chogea powe::ﬁzl leader to protect their city.

At fivst, these leaders roled vily dugng wars.
Later; they ruled full-{ime. The Teadersfook:
overthe jobs of the priests. T time, this kind
of leades became a king, This is- the Iighest~
ranked leader of a group of people. The larid 2.
leg mled wag ca]_ad a kmgdam Symer, was a.

,gczds fet the lqn.gs r.ule.

3. Why.did the peoplé of Stimer chogse &,

powerfirl leader?

Copyright ® Houghton Miiflin Carapany. All fights reserved,
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EHAPTER 3 § LESSON 27The First Civilizgtioy

Geography Practice

fhe Qldest CHies in the Werld

Tii anclent Hies; some hunter-gatherers settled in places with steady siypplies of food.
T tifrie, people also learned to farm, which gave thesu 41 evén larger Tood supply:
People: then began tolive in Farming villages. '

With farming cams 4 stiphis-of food (exira amount oyer what was needed}. Na
longer did everyong have to be a farnrer. Maxgy"peopls began to do other jobs. Some
beeame artisans (crafts workers). Others performed setvices, such 43 heing a soribe
(someone paid to write things down). Many villages grew into cities. A city is a place

‘where thousands of peopls live.

Cities grew whers the geography was-good for farming, trade, and. ofher things
city dwellers needed. A good supply of water for people, animals, and crops was a.
must. Bodies of water also served as transportation toutes, Also, cities needed many
resotirces stich as building materials, These resources often came from the lands
around tHe cities. :

On the map below, trace in: blue pen, pencil, or markex the coiitse of the Nile;

Buphrates, and Tigris rivers. Color the Fertile Crescent drea green, Then uss the map

to answef guestions on the next page.
st Cities in the Woild, 20008C. . "0

iMajor city, Z000'8E,
% Modern &y

. ESYET Modern cesniry neme

———=—= Madern tuastline/river E— - N8 3K Casplan

'S'ié'l} miles

151 M kilomeiers

e

* Copyright @ Houghben MifliniCampany. All.fghts reserved.




CHAPTER 3 § LESSON.2 The First Civilizatfory

Activity Sheet

Part A, Build Yocabulary o
ey Termis Wiits a key teriin cach blank to helpcomplets the paragraphe.

civilizations an advanced form of olture -
Swmers region il 8 outhern Mesop ofamia jrwhich the first ciyilization atose
city-statesa. community that includad 4 city and its nearby farmlands
giggurat: a terqgle,;ﬂla largest and most impjortant strocture in a4 Sumerian. oity
polytheisiirs & befief in many gods and goddesses ‘
King: the highest leader of 3 group. ofpeople

=T T g R

Thepeopls of (1), betigved in fourmain gods. This belief, called
(2) . meant fhat priests had a great deal of power iy Sumer il -

the: tinie when a. (§ ) ___hethime tuler. People _paid p}:iestg for theit services

atd (4) __, ahige structore in Sumerian cities. The early

(5) of Sniner contained many poﬁ;igaiforms of the {6}

¥

' whc;__re {argemunbers of people lived. close to their fammland. .

i part B. Caoperaiive Work
=] Workwith your classmatesto determiine the answers to the questions,

PR o
e b e

= | 1.W.hp;WEre:l:he‘Sumerlans?

if6 I Siiverian City-Staiesi

‘Who were thefrleaders?

2. \What are the traits of civilization?

What kind of religion was praciced i Sumer?

3, When did Sumer arise?

_ When did Sume# become & kingdom?

4. Why did people create sities and a civilization?

Why weré priests 8 iraportant i Sumerlan city-states?

Copyfght @ Houghton Wifiin Company. Al rights regerveds

\ihy did Sueneriansfind a need fo create awiriiing system?

5. How were Sumari'an city-states arranged?f

: @ Chapter 3, Lesson 2
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GEGERAPHY PRACTICE CONTINUED

PRAGTICE .
K. Use the map to answer these questions. Choose iz answer frorn The watd bank .
below and virite #t on the biank line.

degert mgnntajn range ‘Tiver Mar Memphis

1. ‘What fype b géogiaphic feature are all these.cities 1iear?

2. Which city is closgstto Heliopolis? ,_

3. Whickcity on the Euphiates River is farthest away from the Persian Gulfl

B. Put circles. avrormd he following pairs of tities.
Ur and Lagagh Susa and Mari

4. Loak at the map, think about where a city’s resources Come from, -and then
explain wiy Ur and Lagash would be more likely to: fight over resources than

Susa amd Mari. ' Write your answer on the blanlc lings below. -

APPLY
6. Modem éities aléo rely-on rigarby Hodies of water. Working with & pariziey, ust:
an encyclopedia or ohier resoures to find the five {argest citfes of the United
States and at least two of the bodies of water they: rely on for shipping. Use your
research to fill in each missing piece in the.chart below,

B

New York

Lps Angeles

Lake Michigan, Chicage River

Caopyright'®@ iHoughtort Miffin Company. All rights raserved,
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-CHAPTER S } LESSON 2Ths First Civilization

Reﬁ:eachmg Acﬂuity

Reading ‘Compreb@ﬁsan
A Choose fle name or term that hest coraplétes the sentencs, Write the name ox
teini i the blank.

techmology ~ civilizatfon  civilization — govermment Sumer

1. .Ag cities gtewy latger and society grew mare complex, an.advanced form of
- cultare calfed developed.

2. The first civilization developed in
Mesopotamia.

., A TéEion in southern '

3. The five fraity of civilizations are advanged cities, _siaecialized workers, complex.

institutions, record keeping, and advanced

A. Having a allowed some people in a civilization to stoy

farming and o spécialize in othes types of work.

5, “Two examples of the complex institutions of the civilization af Sumer are

religion and

8. Choose the name or term that best sompietes the sentence. Write the fianié or
texm in the blank.

polytheism kihgs Ziggurai ' Bxénzs city-state’

6. Surmerians learnedto cieate new tools ouf of

7 A ____whg a community that included a city and its mearly -
8. The most important building in a Sumerian city was the temple, which was
called a

9. ' is a helief in many gods and goddesses.

10, New leaders in Sumer who eventually took fiull control of the city-states beca\m_a
known as
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CHAPTER 3 | LESSON 3 Uife Iri Surrier

Petiod Date

iesson 3 Life in Sumer

BEEORE YOU READ

Tn Lessof 3, you will 1earn about SyifeHan Society #nd

culfure;

AS YOU READ

Use thig chart to fake notes aheut the society, technology, and

TEEMS 8 NAVES

2 hronze arixtire of copper”
apd i

» pictograph picture writing:

» stylus a sharpened réed.
usied fo make markingsin,

writing of Sumer. dlay
= cymeiform -wedge-shaped.
i Life in Sumer 1 #sexihe a person wha
et Y ST, specialized i wiiting
! Coclety ¢ Technology Writlhg &
s i = . fn;_ :
] L i
sré ’ E = F
‘“{r__. A i3 = v :. 2l —FT Y -"'.-'.'—E. s = ";5‘
Sumerian Society “Wormen in Sumer had more rights than.

(pages 99--100)

What were the social classes that niade up
Stumerion, saciety?

Svumerism soeiety was divided infa social

groups, or classes. The kings and priests made |

up the top of the upper classes. Landewners,
goveinment officials, and wealfhy merchants

- algo made up theupper class.

ATf fres people made up the in-between
classes. Most Sumeriaris were i this class,
inchiding many farmers and grtisans. Slaves
made up the lowest class.

Most slaves in Sumer were faken as
prisoners during Wars. Children whosé parénts
died 6r were very poor might bectime slaves
who worked in the fermple! A frge person who
owed more money than he or she could repay
might beconte slaves. These people stayed.
slaves tntil they worked off their debt. Slaves
had some rights and conld also buy their
freedom. ' =

. Dut 2 woman's miain role was to Taise her

they did in Iater Miesopotamia. Some upper-
class women bepdnie priestesses. Free womes:,
could own land oy be merchamts and arfisans.
children.

1. To <ihmt social class did most Sumerians
belong? '

\

Ancient Mesopotamia 5
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READING STULDY GUIDE CONTINUED
Sumnerian. Stienece and
Technolaegy
(pages 100-101)
What: tools did the Sumerians invent?
Siymieiiang maide seveidl nventions to improve
their lives, Sorgpeople helieve that they _
Invented the plow and the wheel. The plow
helped Sumerien farmers break up sail, which
madeé planting easier :

The Stmeriansg nsed the wheel o sgveral
ways. They. uged i oil wagons o help move

goods more casﬁy The wagons helped farmers -

také their crops t6 mnarket mdie essily;
Thepotier’s wheel helped Sumeriaps make
pottery. Before the potier’s ‘whee], people
made pottery by shaping coils of clay by hand.,
The potter’s wheel belped Siumeérians mak
more potiery faster: The pots were importapt
containers for surphus foed.
Sumerians were: one of the first people-to
use bronze. Bronze is a mixiurs of copper
and tin, This metal wes stronges than copper.

Tonger than, eopper tools. Bronze tools vrere
one of the. itérns Sumériang traded,

Sunietians used atithmetic te keep records
of crops and trade goods, They had a numbes
system that was based ont the number 60. So
today we have 60 seconds in a minufe and 66-
minutes in an bowr: Circles have 360 degrees.
Suinerians used geomefric shapes fo make
bricks, sefup Ianips, and dig canals,

2. How did Sumerians nsa arithmetic?

@ " Chapfer 3 Lessoa 3

Creation of Writien Langiiage
(pages 101-103)
How did the Sunicrians fnvent writing?
Stimetjany invented writing to helpthem in
business. They needed to keep retordd of goods
they tradéd. They also winted fo Tabel goods,
At first, Sumerinng tised clay tokens that.
had a picture of the item to keep rack.of.
goods, They plaued the tokens in contairiers
and marked the containers 5o peoplo would
know whaf was inside them, The marks were
2 symbal of the ftem, These symbols-ate

~ known ag pxctooraphs which means “pictoes

writing” Eventually, they stopped tising tokens

- and used pictopraphs on clay tablets.

Early pictographs showed the actual
objects. Later, they also showed ideas and -
sounds, Tn thig way, Sumetans could ‘write-
more words. Sumerians used & sharpened read

called a stylus to make wedge-shaped maﬂcng 5

in a clay tablet. Hyentually, they stopped using
pictures and began to use symbols made of

Because of this, togls mads fioni bronze Tasted these wedge shapes. This ldnd of wedgeé-shaped

wriling is called coneiform.
Snuerian writing was: difficalt to learn.

- As aresult, fow people were ablé ta read dnd:
- write. Those who specialized i waiting were,

called seribes, They were professional record
keepers. Scribes were very respected by the:

- Sumerians.

. Sumerians first used tecords far business.
Later; they began keeping records of events,
such ag wars and foods. These records are the
written history of Sumer. Other culfures in.
Mesopotamia also used the tuneiform writing
systemn 16 keep fecords.

3. How did Snmerians use thelr writing
system?

Copyiight @ Houghton Mifilis Cormparns Al rights reserved,
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CHAPTER 3 ] LESSON'S Life In Sunter

Activity Sheet

Part A Build Vacabilary
Key Terms Wiite the letter of each key term next to its category-

heonze: a mixturg of copper and

pictographs pleture writing nsing symbols for words, ideas, or sounds
styhus: a sharpened reed used fo press marks nfo clay

cwneiforms a system of writing using wedge shapes

sexibes 4 parson Who specidlized in wrting

1. a tool
2. apiclire

3. amaterial

a. bzoﬁze
b. stylus '

o. scribe.

d., pictograph
4. aworker PIERErER

_ e. .cungiform
5. a writing system

*—~ Part B. Cooperative Work

— Work with 4 small gronp td Fill in, thie chart. Wiite infportant information about each
e ¢ircle’s subject. L

Social Classes

Uses for Wrifing

SUNERIANS

Slaves

Inventions Women

" Chapter 3,

Lessan 3

4, AT 11 medmn Plane far Enalish | samers
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* CHAPTER 4 | LESSON & Lif¢ In Suirier

'Retaafching Activity

Eeadmg Cumprehénsxon

A. Choose the teri that bestfild each blank space, Write that term on'the blank
Iine. Ome example 1 15 dome for you.

bottom Targest "Wornei, merchants

pﬂ;s‘:sts ' ~pﬁeatass€s farmers freedotn

Wariry Idea Sumerian socisly was drndﬂd into several classes w:lih Kings at
the-top and slaves at the bottom.

1, The-upperclass had Kingsand ____ ptihetop, followed by
fandowners, govermment officials, and

2. The class below the upper class was the . Tincluded all free

people. Artigsans and,_ . ____vere in that group,

3. Atths_ .. of siciely were slaves, Staves i could catry or

business and borrow mortey, which-allowed somie fo buy fheir___ ‘

4, . were part of all three clagses. The most impartantrole
for women was the raising of children. Bt free women sometimes becams

ot Worleed as ruerchants hid artisans,

B. Choose the term that best fits each blank spage. Wyite That tekrm od the
blank Lins.

number system ' Bronze hour yneasitng rope
plow tectangles wheel '

" Mair [dea Sumerians invented tools and leamed special Icnmﬁedge- to
improve their lives.

5. Thé . brokeup hard soil, which made planting and watering
easier.

6. The - helped transport goods to market.

A was stronger than copper, so bionze tools lasted longer and
stayed shérper. '

2. Sumerians used g, based on 60, like the modem number of

seconds in a minnte and number of minntes i an

Copyright © Flowghton Mifflin Company: All dights reserved.
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[FE NSUMER, CONTINUED

o, Sumefidnsysed a trianglé dnd & ‘ e . tosat
Jzd boundariss.
16. Theytelied on geometdc shapes such as ... . and squares fo

help thery make bricks and dig canals,

©. Choose the térm ffom the second column thatbest fits each blank space. Write
‘fhat term on. fhe blank line,

pictographs scribes cuneiforma - stylus trade

MafnIdea Sumerians created a wiitién language called cuneifomn that was
based en picture writing.

11, Sumerians creafed a written langnags becatse they needed fo keep frack of
business dealings such as exchanges.

12. They used. ' __ a5 symbols of specific objécts.

13, They tade these symibols with 2 tool called 2
14.. They created a wedge-shaped wiiting system, called -'

15, The penple;whosajnb it was o keep written records were
called,

Copyright ® Haughton MIin Gampany. Al tghts reserved.
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CHAPTER 3 | Andient Mesopotarnia

Chapter 3 Ancient Mlesopotamia

Glossary/After You Read
advanced beyond othérs in develppinent
or progress
curient a flowing patt of # iver or stream
daily taking place every day
tabel to mark an object with, 2 name or
symbol thatidentiffes it

Terms & Names _ o
A, Write the lefter of thie name or term. that matches the. description,

1. a belief in many gods and goddesses

2. having more than is needed for oneself

3. a persoii who specialized in wiiting

4. an advanced, form of cplture

5. a pegiod when not enough rain and snovy fall

B. In the blank, wiite the lefter of the choipe that best completes the statement or

angwers the question.

a, onld and wet b. gold.and dry
7. The niost important stristurs in p:Someyian city was the

a. city-state. b ziggurat.
a. bronze. . b.copper:

a. landowners b, titeking and
andwealffy - the pdesis
merchants '

. swell to insrease in size.or volumes

6. What kind of climate did Mesopotamia have?

8. Sumerians were among the first people to maks tools of

niowth the part of a nver that.empties inta
a larger body of watét
reed the Hollgw stem of a {2l grasg

a. drought

b. surplus

e. civilization
d. polytheism
e. cuneiform
{. scribg

. sexpiarid d. Jromiid,

 e.pictograph, d. stylus.

c. gold. ' d. silver.

9, Who made up the top of the upper classes of Sumer?

. slaves d. farimers

10, What was tha wedge-shaped writing used by the Sumerians called?

a. pictograph B. polytheismi

c. stylus, d. cuneiform

Antient Mesopotamia @
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READING STUDY GUIDE GONTINUED
- Iflain ideas
11 Why was Mesopotamia 2 good region. for farming? ’

42, “What fivertraits helped to make Sumer, the world's fitst eivilization?

13. Why did Sumeriang try to please their gods and.atgept their priesfslaé Ieaders?

14. How did the plow and thewheel hielp to improve the lives of Sumerians?

15. Why were scribes very respected by the Simerians?

 Thinking Eritically

16, Summimariziig How did Sumena:ns use of thangs theu‘ envlronmenf 1O Improveé
their 1we5‘7

17. Founing atid Supporting Opinfors What do you think is the most inportant
fnvention made by the Sumerians? Why do you think so?

Gopyright © Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights rasarved.
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CHAPTER 3 Anctemf 'V[esopmamga

Veocapulary Study Guide e

Voeahulary

Cheose-wards from the following Hists to compiﬁte the crosaword prizzlé below. Qne
ward is done foryon

Advoss Dowmi

. clvilization brogize
ziggurat silt
Meso__po.’famia rpolyﬂzéism'
sirplus
scribe

g 7 5
. .
ay
%
£
4
N e
g
=
5
Across Down £
1, more than a person nesds 2. belief in many gods ‘ .?_g-
5. an advanced form of culture B. the fine soil deposited 5
4, & name that means the land between (leftbehind) by Tivers E
_ the rivers 7 a mixture of copper and in )
% 5. a personn whose job is recard keeper
x " 8. ateniple of amcient Sumer .
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ANEIENT MESUPQTARTA, CONT'D>

Sudy Guide
Tilt in the blanks with the terifi§ or fiames fromi the word, bzmk.that best coriplete the:

 sehtenées belaw Ong eXampIe is doie for ‘you

cunezfoﬁ,ﬁ, -Sum'er c1ty~state flao dplatic
ruler vainand siow: 5enﬁar1d

9. A climate that hag lesg than 10 iﬁcb;ss of rain a year is called
semizrid

10. A s commumily (place where people live iear each othex),
that includesz city and ifs nearby farmiands. '

1. The Sumerang invenfed a type of wedge-shaped wiiting called

12, A king.is'thashighestr_ranke&. _ . _of 4 group of people,
13. A . ___isthe flat fand along the banks of a river.

14. A droughtis a period when not enough fall.

15. The region in Mesopotamia where: the first civilization started {s cafled

\




