
On to Annapolis 
Chargers advance to first state football final since 2004 

Andrew States 
 
Four weeks into the 2025 football season, Lackey coach Jimari Jones had already experienced 
something he had never experienced either as a coach or a player in his football career. 
 
He was part of a team that was 0-4. 
 
But in a season of firsts for Jones, the season has been bookended by a more enjoyable first, as 
Jones and his Chargers will compete in the Class 2A/1A championship game at 4 p.m. Friday 
afternoon at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium in Annapolis.  
 
Lackey (8-5) advanced to the state final by virtue of its 20-6 semifinal win at Liberty High School 
last Friday. The Chargers will play perennial power Dunbar (11-1), which defeated Elkton 32-16 
in its semifinal. 
 
The state final appearance – the first time Jones will participate in a state championship game in 
any capacity – marks Lackey’s first trip to a football state final since the program made back-to-
back trips in 2003 and 2004. In those seasons, Lackey was a dominant force in the Southern 
Maryland Athletic Conference whereas the journey this year took a far different path, with the 
team dropping its first four decisions. 
 
“You kind of have to look inside, as a team and a coach, and really make the decision to lean on 
the core principles,” Jones said of the mindset after the season’s inauspicious beginning. “Play 
the next play, no stinking thinking – something my college coach used to say. If you have 
something negative to say, wait until after the game, wait until after the practice. Keep it 
positive. And just do the right thing. If you’re consistently doing the right things the ball finds a 
way to bounce your way. Whether it’s your behavior, your mouth, let’s consistently do the right 
thing. Whatever it is, let’s consistently do the right thing and the universe will return the favor.” 
 
Perhaps lost in the winless first month of the season was the difficulty of the schedule. Lackey 
played teams – including the defending 4A/3A champion North Point Eagles and a Huntingtown 
Hurricanes team that will play in this year’s 2A final Saturday afternoon – that had logged a 
cumulative 15-1 record through four weeks. 
 
“I believe that we just had a bad start,” said senior quarterback Malik Gordon, whose insertion 
at safety on the defensive side of the ball midseason helped to transform that unit. “We played 
four of the top teams in the conference. We have one of the hardest conferences in the state of 
Maryland. After those first four games we started pushing, getting more wins, getting more 
motivation. Once the playoffs came, the motivation had built up.” 
 



The Chargers won convincingly at Kent Island in the first round of the playoffs, but it was in the 
next round when they traveled to play the overall top 2A/1A seed Calvert that the Chargers’ 
collective mindset changed. 
 
“It was like, ‘we’ll get past the first round of the playoffs and it’s probably over,” sophomore 
Tyzon Swann said, “but then we upset Calvert and from there we started to believe again. 
That’s when everything changed. Everybody started to believe and give 110 percent.” 
 
For Jones, though, the season’s turn started earlier. After the early struggles, the Chargers won 
games against La Plata and Leonardtown before a Week 7 trip to McDonough, which to that 
point in the season had only a forfeit victory over North Point in its win column. 
 
“McDonough hadn’t been doing very well,” Jones said, noting how his team may have 
overlooked the Rams. “Then had a rough start and the game went all the way down to the wire. 
 
“We learned two things. One, we have a resilient group. They’re going to play to the last 
whistle. Two, we can’t take anybody for granted. We were in the circumstance where our kids 
were taking someone for granted, and the game went down to the wire. Once we entered the 
playoffs, everyone was taking us for granted. It was a great teaching moment. We were on both 
sides of that coin.” 
 
Lackey is just one of four SMAC programs that will be competing for state titles this weekend, 
with Huntingtown, Northern, and Patuxent also in the mix. The competition within the 
conference created a battle-tested bunch at Lackey that had them prepared for the postseason. 
 
“Everybody is talking about how tough the SMAC is, and it is,” he said. “You have to line up and 
play. It’s going to sound, tough, hard-nosed football week-in and week-out. When you get to the 
playoffs, not every conference is like ours. Every time that we’ve played has presented a 
different challenge, but we’d already seen it.  
 
“You want to see speed, we’ve seen it. You want to see an aerial attack, we’ve seen it. You want 
to see a grind-it-out, we’ve seen it. You want to see balanced, we’ve seen it. Three fronts, four 
fronts, heavy blitz, we’ve seen it. There are just great coaching minds [in SMAC].” 
 
The opponent Friday is a regular participant in the football season’s final week. Dunbar has a 
state-high 13 championships to its credit, with the most recent coming in 2023.  The Poets lost 
in the 2A/1A final a year ago, coming out on the bottom of an 8-6 decision to Patuxent. 
 
“We can say whatever we want. Dunbar is a great football team,” Jones said. “They’re well-
coached, full of great athletes. But at the end of the day, they’re teenagers. They have 
homework and girl problems. They’re the same type of kids we are. They play inspired football. 
We have to match that intensity and play the game as if we deserve to be there, because we do. 
Everything else will take care of itself.” 
 



After a season that saw more than its fair share of ups and downs, the opportunity the Chargers 
have to play in the season’s last game and perhaps bring a bit more of school history is not lost 
on them. 
 
“I feel like it’s very special,” Gordon said. “Nobody wants to lose in the playoffs. To make school 
history, we haven’t been to states since 2004, when nobody thought we’d even make it past the 
second round, is very exciting.” 
 
Added Swann: “I think us facing adversity helped us. We played a lot of away games, have been 
on the road the whole playoffs. Just going somewhere different every week and facing adversity. 
I think that’s been a big thing for us. 
 
“We’re not worried about the name or how many state titles they have. We’re just going to go 
in there and play Lackey football like we’ve been doing this whole season, this whole playoff 
run.” 


