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Grade Promotion, Retention, and Acceleration 
 
The Bismarck School District is committed to educational programs that support the needs of all 
students.  Administration and professional staff shall consider the acceleration of such students 
as one means of meeting students’ academic needs.  Acceleration is defined as matching the 
level and pace of the content to the needs of academically talented students.  Students who excel 
in academic areas, and demonstrate content mastery, may be offered advanced learning 
experiences. 
 
Procedure for Determining Promotion and Retention 
Within established standards for any grade level, course, or subject matter, it is the expectation 
that district staff will differentiate instruction to provide for a wide range of individual strengths 
and needs, rather than use retention as a solution for learning difficulties.  Students will, under 
most circumstances, remain with their own age level. However, some students require more than 
one year to complete a grade level. These instances should be the exception, and it should not 
be necessary to retain a student more than one year during their school years.  
 
When retention is considered, a team including at least three educators and the 
parents/guardians shall meet before a final decision is made. Parents of elementary students will 
be advised that retention at the earliest grade levels is more effective than in later ones. When a 
student is considered for retention by the team, the decision of the parents will prevail except as 
delineated below and a notation should be included in the child’s record. 
 
1. District education professionals have authority to retain a student who has been 

chronically absent in accordance with policy FFB. However, in cases where a student has 
a chronic illness or other extenuating circumstances resulting in chronic absences, 
concerns will be addressed in accordance with special provisions addressing this scenario 
as contained in policy FFB.  

 
2. High school students who do not receive enough credits to advance to the next grade 

level shall be reclassified to their current grade level until they have received the 
minimum number of credits necessary to qualify for the next grade level.  To be classified 
as a sophomore, students must have earned at least five (5) credits at the end of their 
freshman year.  To be classified as a junior, students must have earned at least ten (10) 
credits at the end of their sophomore year.  To be classified as a senior, students must 
have earned at least seventeen (17) credits at the end of their junior year. 

 
3. The decision of whether or not to retain a student who is receiving special education 

services and supports will be made with input from the student’s Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) team, which includes the parents/guardians. 
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4. The decision of whether or not to retain a student who is identified as an English Learner 
will be made with input from the student’s EL team, which includes the EL Dept. 
Coordinator and parents/guardians. It is not recommended to retain students with less 
than 2 years of English language instruction. 

 
Acceleration 
The acceleration process may be initiated by a teacher, a parent or guardian, the student, or a 
staff member, to the administrator of the building in which the student is currently enrolled.  At 
that time, a team will convene to assist in the acceleration process.  Building teams should be 
staff from multiple roles.  Parents shall be informed and made part of the team if they wish. 
Members may include the following: 

• Administrator 
• Gifted Education Teacher 
• Counselor 
• Classroom Teacher 
• Receiving Teacher/School 
• Psychologist 
• Instructional Coach 
• Cultural Responsive Coordinator 
• Student 

 
The decision shall be made after a thorough examination of the student’s academic and 
social/emotional needs as collected during the district acceleration procedure (GCAA-AR). 
 
Based on acceleration needs, course placement and curriculum delivery will be determined by 
the team, including parents. 
 
The decision regarding acceleration may be appealed to the Assistant Superintendent or 
Superintendent. 
 
  
Complementary Documents 
• GCAA-AR, Acceleration Procedure 
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