[December Edition]

6542 Ridge Road, Sykesville MD 21784 (Phone) 410-751-3530 (Fax) 410-751-3534
Becky DuPree, Principal | Erin Sikorski, Assistant Principal | ces.carrollk12.org

December at Carrolltowne is full of wonderful family events! Read page 3 for all the
details and plan a day or night out with the family. The CES PTA will host its annual
Holiday Shop on Saturday, December éth. Please join them for some holiday fun
and shopping! The Winter Concert and 5th Grade Art show will take place on
Thursday, December 11th. See page 4 for some important details.

Finally, we wish all of you a happy, safe and peaceful holiday season
with your family and friends.
Happy Holidays!!
Mrs. DuPree, Principal
Mrs. Sikorski, Assistant Principal
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Reference for General Information!

School Phone

Phone: 410-751-3530

Fax: 410-751-3534

School Website

ces.carrollkl2.org

School Hours

8:45 a.m. First bell rings; doors open for students
9:15 a.m. Second bell rings and instruction begins

3:45 p.m. Instruction ends; dismissal begins at 3:50 p.m.

Office Hours

The office is staffed between 8:00 a.m. and 4:15 p.m.

Contacts

Cafeteria Pricing

Mrs. DuPree, Principal
Mrs. Sikorski, Assistant Principal
Ms. Stacey, School Counselor
Mrs. Sackett, “Nurse Lisa”, School Nurse

Breakfast $1.50
Hot Lunch $2.50
(Second Lunch: $4.00)

Milk $ .60 | Ice Cream/Chips $ 1.00

*Applications for free and reduced priced meals are
accepted throughout the school year.

Lunch Times

2025-2026 Report Card Dates Pre-K 12:20 - 12:50

Quarter Midterm Report End of Marking Report Cards Sent Home Kindergarten 11:50 - 12:20
(Special Ed & K-2 only) Period 1st grade 11:20 - 11:50

2nd grade 11:00-11:30

2 December 10 January 23 1/30/26 3rd grade 12:30 - 1:00

3 February 27 April 9 4/16/26 4th Grade 12:10 - 12:40

4 May 12 June 12 Last Day 5th grade 12:50 - 1:20

2025-2026 Parent/Teacher Conferences

Specials Schedule

Wednesday, February 11, 2026 (Parent request)

If your child will be ABSENT, LATE, DISMISSED EARLY or has a
CHANGE of DISMISSAL - please send an email to
CESattendance@carrollk12.org

Example: If your student will not attend

ABSENT:

school send an Absent email:

Email Subject: Absent
Student Name:
Teacher/Grade:
Reason for absence:

Example: If your student will arrive late

LATE ARRIVAL:

send a LATE ARRIVAL email:

Email Subject: Late Arrival
Students Name:
Teacher/Grade:

Arrival Time:

Reason for late arrival:

Ema"\ ush

\,1-.30?“‘

EARLY DISMISSAL:

Pre-K 2:15-2:45
Kindergarten 10:15-11:15
st grade 1:45-2:45
2nd grade 12:45-1:45
3rd grade 9:15-10:15
4th Grade 2:45-3:45

5th grade 11:15-12:15

Example: If your student has to leave early
during the school day, send an

Early Dismissal Lunch Times

Early Dismissal email:
Email Subject: Early Dismissal

Students Name:
Teacher/Grade:

Time of Dismissal:

Reason for early dismissal:
Will student return?

CHANGE OF DISMISSAL:

Example: If your student will exit the
school a different way than normal, send

Pre-K 12:20 - 12:50
Kindergarten 11:30 - 12:00
1st grade 10:50 - 11:20
2nd grade 10:30 - 11:00
3rd grade 12:10 - 12:40
4th Grade 11:10-11:40
5th grade 11:50-12:20

a Change of Dismissal email:
Email Subject: Change of Dismissal

Early Dismissal Days

Student Name:

Teacher/Grade:

Change from: Car Rider

Change to: (if changing to bus, include
bus # and street stops)

Dismissal Begins at 1:00

12/12/25 |12/23/25| 1/16/26 |2/13/26 |

3/13/26 |4/9/26 |4/27/26 | 5/22/26
|6/12/26
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6

DECEMBER 2025

PTA Sponsored Holiday Shop | Details coming soon!

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11

Winter Concert/5th Grade Art Show | See page 5 for details.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12

EARLY DISMISSAL | Professional Learning for Teachers | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23

EARLY DISMISSAL | Last day before Winter Break | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24-
31

SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Winter Break!

JANUARY 2026

THUR-FRI, JANUARY 1-2

SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Winter Break!

MONDAY, JANUARY 5

SCHOOL/OFFICES REOPEN

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16

EARLY DISMISSAL | Professional Learning for Teachers | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm.

MONDAY, JANUARY 19

SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday

THURSDAY, JANUARY 22

Yearbook Pictures | Clubs and Candids

MONDAY, JANUARY 26

Schools Closed for Students | Professional Development Day for Teachers

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13

FEBRUARY 2026

EARLY DISMISSAL | Professional Learning for Teachers | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 16

SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Presidents Day!

MARCH 2026

FRIDAY, MARCH 13

EARLY DISMISSAL | Professional Learning for Teachers | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm.

MONDAY, MARCH 16

Schools Closed for Students | Professional Development Day for Teachers

APRIL 2026

THURSDAY, APRIL 2-
TUESDAY, APRIL7

SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Spring Break!

THURSDAY, APRIL 9

EARLY DISMISSAL | End of marking period for teachers | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm.

MONDAY, APRIL 27

EARLY DISMISSAL | Professional Learning for Teachers | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm. /

FRIDAY, MAY 1

MAY 2026

5TH GRADE CAREER FAIR| Details TBD

THURSDAY, MAY 14

CES 2026 PLAY DAY! | Details coming soon | Rain Date: Friday, May 15

FRIDAY, MAY 22

EARLY DISMISSAL | Professional Learning for Teachers | Dismissal begins at 1:00pm.

MONDAY, MAY 25

SCHOOLS/OFFICES CLOSED | Memorial Day!

JUNE 2026

FRIDAY, JUNE 12

EARLY DISMISSAL | Last day of school for students | Dismissal begins af 1:00pm.
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As the weather gets colder, the germs get stronger. Tis’ the “Sick Season”. @

What would Nurse Lisa say? Here are some tips and info to help you through the sick
seqason:

e Get your vaccines : Annual Flu & Covid vaccines are recommend-
ed by the CDC.

e Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds to
thoroughly clean them (Sing Happy Birthday or ABC song twice).

e Avoid touching your face. Germs spread when a person touches a
contaminated surface and then touches their eyes, nose, or mouth.

e Cover your cough and sneeze into a tissue. Viruses spread through droplets made when
people cough, sneeze or talk.

out the use of fever reducing medication before returning to school. Students
need to be free from vomiting/diarrhea for 24 hours before returning to school.

o Stay home when you are sick. Students must be fever free for 24 hours with-
ve A )
S )e 9\/9 This will help stop the spread of iliness to other students and staff members.

e Practice good health habits: -exercise daily-nutritious diet-consistent sleep
routine (no technology 60 min before bed)-drink plenty of water.

Disinfect frequently touched surfaces in your home (don’t forget door handles!).

Please remember: If your child is diagnosed with strep throat or conjunctivitis, they may re-
turn to school AFTER they have been on antibiotics for 24 hours. If your child has been diag-
nosed with the Flu or Covid, they must be 24 hours fever free and
symptoms have significantly improved.

NOTE: If your child goes home early from school, due to a fever or vomit-
ing, they must be fever free (without the use of fever reducing medication:
acetaminophen or ibuprofen) and no vomiting for 24 hours before returning
to school. Your child will be sent home if they return to school the next day
after being sent home due fo either of these.

HOURS

Brrrrr . . 1t's COLD outside! We take students outside for recess as much as possible, so PLEASE
remember to dress your child appropriately. Coats, hats and gloves are always a good
idea from now until Spring.

A Change of clothing - If you have not sent in a change of clothing for the
winter months, now is the time. | have lots of friends who visit me daily for a
change of clothes.

o
| am so thankful fo be your Nurse and | love taking caring of your children. |
appreciate all the support you give me throughout the year. With your help
of keeping students home when they are sick, | am hopeful to have a

better winter this year!
As always, please reach out with questions or concerns.

Dlorse [iso @ ) ‘J’f
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Join us for a night of

T isual and Performing Arts orming Arts

j < - Thursday, December 11th 7‘

cmaum Winter Concert-4th, @wwta

Cdafeteria

6:00pm
Students should wear a solid white top and black slacks, skirt or dress.
Students should arrive at 5:30pm through the cafeteria doors
Cafeteria doors open for the audience at 5:45
Important: 4th Grade Students and Families should exit through the cafeteria doors, immediately
after the 4th grade performance.

1'/ Art Room Hallway
6:30-7:00

Showcasing the art of our 5th grade students (only), right outside of the art room.

Attendees for the Art Show will enter through the front doors (open at 6:25pm). Art show guests at-
tending the winter concert may line up outside of the cafeteria doors after the art show.

Canrotltowne Wender Concert-5th Grade

Cdafeteria
7:15

Students should wear a solid white top and black slacks, skirt or dress.

Students should arrive at 6:45pm through the front doors
Front doors open for the audience at 7:00pm

Families are invited but please be mindful as this is an indoor event with limited seating.
Handicap seating is available (3 seats total can be requested.) Please email Julie Amicone@carrollk12.org with the name
of the individual requiring seating.
*4th and 5th grade students involved in the program are to report to their designated music rooms by their call fimes.
Please be mindful of times as we help with seating and crowd control.

TWWMWaWd&ﬂJnW
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Get Ready to Soar with the Carrolltowne Cardinals! w “

What a way to kick off the new quarter! Our amazing Carrolltowne Cardinals, from m ?wmai

Pre-K explorers to 5th-grade experts, have been having an absolute blast diving Libraryl_a nd
into the digital world and becoming research rockstars!

A Digital Adventure in the Media Center!
The media center has been buzzing with excitement as students unleashed their inner de-
tectives:

Pre-K Pioneers had a super fun infroduction to the awesome platform, PebbleGo, taking

their first steps into the world of digital discovery!
-Kindergarten Investigators tackled their first-ever research project with Mrs. Rivera, becoming experts
on our very own cardinal birds.
-First Grade Fearless Detectives explored the creepy-crawly world of spiders, which became extra ex
citing when a real-life wolf spider made a surprise (and slightly spooky!) appearance in Mrs. Rivera's
the bathroom (I took a pic to show students)!
-Second Grade Atrtists learned about different birds and got creative, using the cool Britannica Funda
mentals database to bring their avian friends to life with drawings.
-Third, Fourth, and Fifth Grade Masters researched animals with all sorts of incredible traits.
-Third Grade got the buzz on honeybees, learning all about their life cycle and important jobs.
-Fourth Grade used the book Except Antarctica as a launchpad to showcase what they knew, wanted
to know, and learned about their favorite animals.
-Fifth Grade raced through research on some of the fastest animals on Earth!
And the fun didn't stop there! Students learned to use Canva, a fantastic online graphic design tool, to show-
case all their amazing findings. It's a work in progress, with each project helping them fine-tune their creative

skills for the next big challenge!

A BOOK FAIR
SUCCESS

Book Fair Blowout Success! \/z

at
WOWI! The Scholastic Book Fair was an absolute triumph! Carrolltowne families \E@ CES!

went all out, selling a little over $20,000 in books!

This incredible success means a ton of awesome goodies for the media center—think book-
marks, prizes, new books, headphones, and bulletin board decorations! Plus, 30 lucky stu-

dents snagged awesome raffle prizes, and the "Media Fairy" even surprised some friends!

A special shout-out to the families who generously donated to "share the fair." Your kindness

helped 14 friends who were slightly over budget still get their perfect picks!

A huge, heartfelt thank you to all the Carrollfowne Families for your unbelievable support! You all rock!
6
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CES

Fo ND ...and so it GROWS!
U Parents, please feel free to visit the “CES Lost & Found” before the first of the

new year. We will donate all unclaimed items by 1/9/26.

LOST and FOUND

\luu L LTES

About the CES “Lost & Found”

- Location: cafeteria
- students may look through it during lunch.

How to avoid the Lost & Found!
o Label everything!!lll Jackets, hoodies, sweaters, hats, gloves, water bottles

o Remind your child to get their coat/hoodie after recess and PE
7
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ovemper memories...

We celebrated
Mrs. Berk
for School

Psychology
Week!

We also
caught
some
pumpkin
lovers in
the
hallways!

PN
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Check
out this
amazing
2nd
grade
artwork!
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We encourage families to plan accordingly for appointments, vacations - any
potential absence - with these dates and times in mind.

SECOND GRADE

TBD TBD

THIRD GRADE

BD BD

FOURTH GRADE

BD BD

FIFTH GRADE

12/18,12/19 (9:30-11:00 & 2:00-3:30) Social Studies Benchmark
2/2,2/3,2/4/26 (9:30-11:00 & 2:00-3:30) MAP Testing

\
SRR vou:
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ATTENTION KINDERGARTEN PARENTS!!

Starting in January, Kindergarten students can buy snacks!

Here is the Kindergarten Snack Schedule!
Mondays-Mrs. Blanchette’s class
Tuesdays-Mrs. Blanchfield's class KINDERGARTEN SNACK DAY
Wednesdays-Mrs. Kowalewski's class

Thursdays-Mrs. Trotz's class Chibs)|

e

Chips: $0.75

lce Cream: $1.00
lce Cream Sandwich: $0.50
...and lots morel

L oMMty SUPDOrtInTormatic

The needs of some members of our community are increasing due to current circumstances. Below you will
find links to community supports and information regarding Free and Reduced Meals Benefits available at
school. Feel free to reach out to your school if you have questions on how to access these resources.

Carroll County Government- Carroll County Free Food Resources:

https://www.carrollcountymd.gov/residents/carroll-county-food-resource/

CCPS Free and Reduced Price School Meals Information:

You may apply for free or reduced price meals any time during the school year.
Online Application:

http://www.myschoolapps.com/Application

2025-2026 Meal Benefit Information and Paper Application:

https://www.carrollk12.org/fs/resource-manager/view/5ed1235d-c5cc-4813-
95c7-6dcl117chab38

Link to CCPS Food Services:

https://www.carrollk12.org/operation/financial-services/food-services
11
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https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.carrollk12.org%2Foperation%2Ffinancial-services%2Ffood-services&data=05%7C02%7Cjaamico%40carrollk12.org%7C2f77afa73f634d23281308de187b382a%7C7129111671a641af9ba59b69c9cb3f46%7C0%7C0%7C63897

Have a change of dismissal?
Please notify the office at CESattendance@carrollk12.org by 1:30pm

on the day of the dismissal.

<
Parent Pickup I\N\QQYE“‘

During parent pickup, please find a parking space and park. Do
NOT park along the curb/sidewalk or in front of orange cones.

ID Required
Always have your ID with you and ready to show a CES staff member. You may not enter the build-

ing or pick up a student without one.

Parking
During large school events, please park in the parking lot behind Petco. We recommend not park-

ing along Gemini or blocking resident driveways. Parking along Gemini can cause tfraffic issues en-
tering and exiting Carrollfowne. This can also become a problem for residents.

After School CES Events
If your student is not in school the day of an evening CES event, the student may not participate in
the evening event.

Portable electronic devices

Please note the CCPS Regulations for portable electronic devices in elementary schools, below:
Devices must be silenced and stored (out of sight) upon entry to the school until exit from the
school. It is highly recommended that elementary students do not bring personally owned portable,
electronic devices to school or on the bus. At the elementary level, smart-watches are considered
portable electronic devices and treated the same as cell phones.

Be Weather-Ready
For safety reason, parents wait outside when picking up a student early, so please dress accordingly
as the weather changes.

Picking Up a Student for an appointiment?
We will call your student down for dismissal once you arrive at the school. If your schedule is tight
please arrive early.

Thank you for your cooperation!!

12
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NOTICE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION

The Board of Education of Carroll County does not engage in discrimination that is unlawful or contrary to Maryland State De-
partment of Education guidance on the basis of age, color, genetic information, marital status, mental or physical disability,
ancestry or national origin, race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression.

The Board of Education of Carroll County is firmly committed to creating equal employment and educational opportunities for
all persons by providing an environment that supports optimal academic achievement and productive work and is free from any
form of unlawful discrimination, including access to school facilities, educational programs, and extracurricular activities.

The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies: Director of Human
Resources, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157, (410) 751-3070.

ADA ACCESSIBILITY STATEMENT

Carroll County Public Schools (CCPS) does not discriminate on the basis of disability in employment or the provision of ser-
vices, programs or activities. Persons needing auxiliary aids and services for communication should contact the Communica-
tions Office at 410-751-3020 or publicinfo(@carrollk12.org, or write to Carroll County Public Schools, 125 North Court
Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157. Persons who are deaf, hard of hearing, or have a speech disability, may use Relay or 7-1
-1. Please contact the school system at least one (1) week in advance of the date the special accommodation is needed.

Information concerning the Americans with Disabilities Act is available from the Director of Facilities Management, (410) 751-
3177, or the Communications Officer, (410) 751-3020, 125 North Court Street, Westminster, Maryland 21157.

CONSENT AND RELEASE
2025-2026
Permission to Photograph, Videotape or Audiotape

Throughout the school year, the Carroll County Public School System frequently covers school activities and may use your
child’s photograph, video image, or voice for educational, informational, or public relations purposes, with or without identification by
name.

If you do not wish to have your child’s voice reproduced on tape or to have his/her image appear in such things as a video or
a photograph, or on the school or school system website or social media, please notify the school principal in writing. It is assumed
that parents and guardians consent to their children being audiotaped, photographed, videotaped, or having their image placed on a
school website or social media by the school system unless such notification is received. There are also occasions when the media
cover certain school events (such as when a government leader visits a school). If you do not wish to have your child’s name or like-
ness published by the media, you should address your concerns directly to the school involved so that the media is so advised.
Please be advised that the school system has no control over the media when they are covering activities such as sporting events
and musical programs that are open to the public.
Use of Student Work on Websites or in Publications
There may be times throughout the year when the Carroll County Public School System wishes to display student work on school
websites, social media, or in publications. If you do not wish to have your child’s art, poetry, writing, etc. appear on school websites,
social media, or in publications, please notify the school principal in writing. It is assumed that parents and guardians consent to their

child’s work being displayed on school websites, social media, or in publications unless such notification is received.

Revised 6/30/17
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