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Ben Hill County Schools Newsletter: September/October 2025

Classroom Highlight: Last Week in Ms. Bryant’s classroom the color of the week was brown 🤎
Take a peek inside her classroom for how they incorporated brown into their weekly activities! 
🎨 Students learned how to make the color brown by mixing orange and black paint. 
🍂 Students made real world connections regarding items that are brown, such as acorns. 
🤎 Students were able to paint acorns brown in their classroom! 
💫 Great job to Ms. Bryant on incorporating art in the classroom and supporting students with
making real world connections to the curriculum!

BRYANT’S CLASS LEARNING ABOUT THE FALL AT BHP

HEART OF HURRICANE GAMES: NOVEMBER 7TH
Heart of the Hurricanes Games! 

Friday, November 7th | 8:30 AM – 12:00 PM | FHSCCA Gym
**Get ready to bring the energy, spirit, and heart to our biggest

event of the season!
**Join us for the Heart of the Hurricanes Games — a morning full
of friendly competition, team pride, laughter, and Hurricane spirit!

CANES PARENT ACADEMY 101
Calling ALL Parents of children in the Ben Hill County School
System: You are invited to attend the Canes Parent Academy
101 meeting. This meeting will focus on attendance and ways to
make this a priority in your home and in our community. We
want to strive to make our students the best they can be

with your help... So come and enjoy a fun, informative parent
evening with us. Hope to you see. 

WGTC GET WIRED 



ATTENDANCE MATTERS IN
THE SUCCESS OF A CHILD:
MAKE SURE YOUR CHILD IS
ATTENDING SCHOOL DAILY

OUR BHP AND PREK NUTRITION TEAMS HAVE BEEN PUTTING OUT
SOME AMAZING FOOD FOR OUR LITTLE CANES! FROM WINGS TO

COUNTRY FRIED STEAK, WE DO OUR BEST TO PROVIDE THE
STUDENTS WITH NUTRITIONAL MEALS THEY WILL ENJOY!

SHOUTOUT TO THE BHP NUTRITION TEAM FOR ALSO
INCORPORATING OUR HARVEST OF THE MONTH. 

THIS MONTH IS SQUASH! GREAT JOB!

FHSCCA/ BEN HILL FFA ATTENDS POULTRY SCIENCE
OPEN HOUSE AT UGA  
Mrs. Milner’s Agriculture students traveled all the way to Athens, GA to participate in
the UGA Department of Poultry Science’s Open House! 🐓✨ Our students got a
crash course in poultry anatomy & physiology, exotic breeds, processing, and nutrition
through today’s hands-on workshops.

A huge thank you to the incredible UGA staff for hosting us and to our dedicated
students for showing up eager to learn. 5 a.m. comes early!  We are so grateful to
be part of an industry that values hands-on learning and differentiation of instruction.
There is no doubt these experiences will help our students shine in their upcoming
Poultry Judging CDE and in their future careers!

LEMONADE STAND FOR CHILDHOOD CANCER AT BHP
Ashlynn Johnson wanted to have a lemonade stand to help raise money for Childhood Cancer, so
our BHP, made it happen with Squeeze out Cancer day. Ashlynn Johnson, who is an amazing 2
grader and continues to battle cancer daily while attending school at BHP, enjoying family time and
raising awareness and money for the Childhood Cancer Group of Coffee County got to serve up
the sweet treat to all of her friends at BHP. This group helps families in our community with
expenses in association with their cancer treatments. 

nd

Thank you to all of the teachers, staff, students, parents, grandparents and friends who came
out and participated, sent in coins and money, and supported during this week at our 
schools in September. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR
FIELD OF FAITH EVENT : FCA 



October 1, 2025 – State School Superintendent Richard Woods has selected
79 Georgia students from 1,235 
applicants to serve on his 2025-2026 Student Advisory Council. 
Throughout the year, these students will meet 
with Superintendent Woods to provide feedback on the impact of 
state policies in the classroom. The council's primary role is to 
meet with Superintendent Woods throughout the year to provide 
feedback on how state policies impact the classroom and to 
discuss other education-related issues. Members will also serve as  
ambassadors for the Superintendent at their schools and 
participate in service projects to benefit students and the 
community.
Katelyn Le was chosen from Fitzgerald High School College & Career
Academy. The text highlights her as an outstanding student, noting her
selection as a National Merit Scholarship Recipient and her involvement with
TSA. Superintendent Woods stressed that the council is vital for hearing
directly from students, whose diverse perspectives will guide the
department's work to support student success.
Any student in grades 10-12 attending a Georgia public school (including charter
schools) can apply by submitting essays that address issues like curriculum,
testing, teacher recruitment, and access to resources. The council is
structured to ensure representation from all areas of the state—rural,
suburban, and urban—with at least four students from each Regional
Educational Service Agency (RESA) region.

SUPERINTENDENT WOODS SELECTS 2025-26 
ADVISORY COUNCIL ~ KATELYN LE CHOSEN FOR FHSCCA  

BHES HOSTS BREAKFAST WITH THE CANES 

PINK OUT AT BHPK

BHP SPOOKTACULAR EVENT 



SENIOR NIGHT FOR BAND/ JROTC COW DAY AT BHPK
🚒🚓🚜 Careers on Wheels Day at Ben Hill Pre-K! 🚚🚌🚑

Today our Pre-K students had an exciting morning meeting some
of our amazing community helpers and exploring the equipment and

vehicles they use every day to keep our community running
smoothly! From firetrucks and school buses to road sweepers
and ambulances it was a morning full of smiles, learning, and fun.

This event would not have been possible without the incredible
support of our community partners. A huge thank you to:

Fitzgerald Fire Department
Fitzgerald-Ben Hill County Humane Society

Fitzgerald Public Works
Georgia Forestry Commission

Ben Hill County Sheriff’s Department
Ben Hill County Schools Transportation Department

Fitzgerald Utilities Electric and Gas Units
Dorminy Medical Center EMS

Ben Hill County Road Department
Thank you for helping our little learners dream big and see all the

important careers that keep Ben Hill County moving



PERFECT ATTENDANCE STUDENTS AT BHES 

TEACHERS OF THE YEAR REPRESENTED AT
FOOTBALL GAME: DISTRICT TEACHER CHOSEN 

Staff Perfect Attendance
for September 25~ 164 total

BHPK: Kimberly Acree, Cutrenia Alford,
Gwendolyn Bozeman, Deborah Brown, Cedric
Brown, Samantha Cone, Jenalea Dias, Haley
Luckie, Alyssa McKie, Qiaoqiao Tao, and Debbie
Wright. 

BHP: Andrea Anderson, Elvin Anderson, Dena
Bryan, Kandace Carelock, Sherry Clements,
Tiffany Coleman, Vicki Crosby, Evelyn Dale,
Jessica Griffin, Kelli Griffin, John Hadden, Christy
Jacobs, Kamilah Johnson, Brittney Martin, Gracie
Miles, Kara Morgan, Leanna Morris, Jennifer
Newell, Ella Newell, Cherilyn Oliver, Beverly Pair,
Karen Peck, Brandi Petrie, Christopher Pridgen,
Melissa Rathburn, Mackenzie Rathburn, Benita
Reese, Sheila Reynolds, Ora Ring, Brittany
Robinson, Isabella Rowe, Katelyn Stubbs, Cheryl
Tucker, and Dena Windom, 

BHES: Christopher Alexander, Rita Cooper, Kara
Day, Christina Edwards-Buchanan, Ashley
Faircloth, Lisa Hogan, J Ivey, Georgia Johnson,
Nikki Johnson, Danial Jones, Blake Kerr, Kristen
Kidd, Claudine Lampkin, Marcey Larkin, Alana
Pearce, Mary Beth Peterson, Brandi Pitts,
Stephanie Price, Anna Joy Reeves, Allyson
Roberts, Ericka White, and Cassandra Wynn. 

BHMS: Tesha Alexander, Tony Ballew, Shannon
Bynum, Katheryn Calhoun, Annesly Castanon,
Annie Coney, Debra Cox, Martellis Curtis, Curtis
Dale, Tiffiany Dixon, Catherine Gay, Gwendolyn
Gibbs, Madison Gonzalez Rubio, Melody Hannah,
Anna Howell, Austin Johnson, Karen Kelly,
Chrystle Martin, Nikki Newcomb, Todd Ragle,
Anna Rhodes, Barbara Riehle, and Venice
Steverson. 

FHSCCA: Raheeluddin Ahmed, Janean Anderson,
Tykevias Bailey, Jerry Breeden, Margaret Byrd,
Kalee Cowan, April Dockery, Myra Durden,
Kenneth Eldridge, Dwane Ewing, Randy Filligame,
Adriana Gregusova, Jonathan Handley, Cynthia
Hendrix, Blane Jacobs, Malia Mann, Regina
Massey, Chelsea Mathis, Jason McDonald, Chrys
Milner, William Oliver, Sherard Reynolds, Nickie
Smith, and Katelyn Sutton

Congratulations to our Teachers of the Year: 
BHPK: Brenda Rowe
BHP: Ashlie Cross
BHES: Cassandra Wynn
BHMS: Stephanie Howell
FHSCCA: Kelly Neal

The District Teacher of the Year is: Ashlie Cross 

The Perfect Attendance students from August receive a reward to take field trip
to FHSCCA for Homecoming parade and pep rally. The students had a GREAT time.

Way to go Students! 



Staff Perfect Attendance
for September 25

School Food Nutrition: Grable Coleman,
Glendell Holland, Olivia Richardson, Tytiana
Richardson, George Brown, Peggy Campbell,
Rachel Clay, Gwendolyn Cook, Thelma Holland,
Charlotte Jackson, Deanna Smith, Faye Jackson,
Teresa Hill, Iris Paulk, Karen Adkinson, Jessica
Adkinson, Osie Spring, Franklin Williams, Marilyn
Jackson, Tanya Kendall, Karen Naylor, and Nicole
Reynolds

BOE: Jaquetta Brown, Blair French, Brandelyn
House, Jennifer McCranie, Debbie Sandiford,
Kelly Singletary, Dee Wessel, and Lisa Harbuck 

Maintenance: Ashley Newell & Ronnie Posey

Rollin Canes Transportation: Dr. Tracy Barnes,
Todd Thompson, Regina Adkinson, Julie Barnes,
Travis Bozeman, Kristin Collier, Pamela Daniel,
Tammy Dobbins, Mary Gallagher, Tony Griffin,
Charles Hough, Garrett McCord, Diane Sears,
Leroy Shirk, Kathy Taylor, Trisha Thames, David
Tucker and Latoya Wilcox. 

BOE HAS “DRESS LIKE A CO WORKER DAY” TO
CELEBRATE OUR SUPERINTENDENT 

FHSCCA honors Hispanic Heritage Month, Teacher King & Queen, Games,
Pie in the Face & More at HOCO Pep Rally 

BOE staff dressed as our Superintendent during Homecoming Week. The day was
“dress as a coworker”. Our staff at the BOE chose a version of “Stevie” during
his years at BHCS. (casual, coaching era, dress up, game day, and all of the above
hats he has worn).



HOMECOMING QUEEN ANNOUNCED..... COURT BHMS hosts Childhood
Cancer Awareness Rally 

BHMS READS: GEORGIA READS DAY 
Our BHMS Teachers
had some fun for
Georgia Reads Day.
They dressed up as
characters in a book
and had the students
guess at the book
names. Thank you to
these amazing teachers
for doing such a great
job of providing
excitement for this day. 

BHMS honored Childhood Cancer survivors and
celebrated them by hosting a FUN and
informative pep rally. Heather Smith, whose son
Ryan was diagnosed with cancer when he was
small, talked about the challenges of cancer. 



SPECIAL RECOGNITIONS: LLOYD STEMBRIDGE &
COACH DAN HENDERSON

Mock Trials at FHSCCA
In Coach Byrd, Coach Bailey, and Mrs. Reaves
American Government classes, our students
participated in a mock trial!  They each took on
roles as prosecutors, defense attorneys,
witnesses, the defendant, and even the jury. This
hands-on activity helped them see how due
process and the rights of the accused work in
action. By stepping into these roles, they learned
how evidence is presented, how the defense
protects the accused, and how a jury must
carefully weigh the facts before reaching a
verdict. It was an engaging way to make the
justice system real and memorable! 

Special recognitions were done at the game to Thank Coach Dan Henderson for his
years on and off the field. His dedication to our football program and the players has
been a tremendous help to the organization. Coach Henderson retired this year after
serving at our school. 

Special Thank you to Lloyd Stembridge, our voice of the Canes on the mic each home
game, for his dedication to the football program and our schools. Thank you Brother
Lloyd for all of your hard work and support of our Canes!! 

BHMS Football Team is 2nd
Congratulations to the BHMS Football team, coaches, and cheerleaders on a GREAT

season. Way to go Canes!!! 

Mr. Ballew’s 7th grade Hurricane Time
celebrated 300 passed lessons on iReady

with a donut party.

IReady: Ballew’s Class 



Canes Canes 

WE GOT SPIRIT, YES WE DO, WE GOT SPIRIT, HOW ABOUT YOU?? 
GO CANES! 

For more information daily, please check our website at www.ben-hill.k12.ga.us or our
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/benhillschools.org

GO GOLD FOR CHILDHOOD CANCER AWARENESS ~ BHP


