THE STORM REPORT

CAPE HATTERAS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL'S OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER

A NOTE FROM OUR AP THIS MONTH AT A GLANCE:

01-05 EIf Shelf Store

excitement is everywhere! We’ve got some favorite events 08-12 Book Fair

The holiday season is in full swing at our school, and the

coming up, so be sure to mark your calendars!

11 3rd/5th Winter Concert
Our PTO EIf Store will be open December 1st-5th, and the

Literati Book Fair will run December 8th—12th. Students can 19 Early Dismissal
shop for special surprises, find great books, and pick out

holiday gifts—all while supporting our school! 19 End of the Grading
We're also gearing up for 12 Days of Dress-Up Fun from Period

December 4th—19th! Get those festive outfits ready—holiday

pajamas, cozy winter socks, elf costumes, and so much Dec 22-Jan 5 Winter
more. We can’t wait to see all the creativity and cheer in the

halls! Break

A big thank you to everyone who joined us for the Fall
Festival and helped make it an amazing day. We are so
grateful for our sponsors, donors, volunteers, and families—
your support means everything! [ also want to say thank you
to everyone who participated in Coins for Cancer. Students
had a blast bringing in their coins and filling up their
classroom buckets, all while helping a wonderful cause.

Warmly,
Ms. Geddings
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

KINDERGARTEN

2ND DLI

We had such a wonderful time at Island [ am very proud of my students and the
Farm for our first field trip of the year! Our progress they have been making! Their hard
class loved exploring, learning, and making work and dedication are showing good
memories together. results, and it is wonderful to see them

As we head into the holiday season, we're growing both academically and personally.
excited for all the fun events coming up. We At the same time, | know my students are
will be celebrating Holidays Around the capable of even more. That is why I will
World, making decorations during our Class continue to challenge them, trusting in their
Tree Trimming Party, and enjoying a special skills and abilities to reach higher goals. I
Christmas Breakfast. will keep encouraging creativity,

Details for each event will be sent home soon. multicultural awareness, and meaningful
Please make sure to check Class Dojo activities, so that every child can enjoy
regularly for updates and opportunities to get learning while developing important skills
involved—we love having our families for life.

participate! I recently held my first parent/teacher
Thank you for your support, and we're conferences, which I sincerely appreciated.
looking forward to a joyful and busy season These meetings provided helpful guidance to
ahead! better support each student’s growth. If any

parents would like to schedule a conference,
please reach out to me via ClassDojo. Small

18T GRADE presents are also always appreciated for our
classroom treasure box!

[ look forward to continuing to work
Hello Families, together to make this a year of learning,
growth, and joyful discovery for my
This month, we will learn about and actively students.
engage in activities related to different holidays
around the world. Be sure to check your child’s Profe Pablo.
folder for special December Winter Activity
announcements.
Come check out our Winter Book Fair, December
8th-12th. Your child can shop while they’re at
school, or you can shop with them before or after
school starts.
Our classroom supplies are beginning to run low.
We would appreciate donations to help us with
some of the basics, such as:
. Tissues
. Hand soap
. Clorox Wipes
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

2ZND GRADE

Hi Second Grade Families,

It's the most wonderful time of the year! We have
lots of fun activities planned leading up to Winter
Break. We are scheduled to have Holidays Around
the World on December 17th. This will be an all-
day event. Students will be rotating to five
different stations or “countries” throughout the
day. While your children visit each of these
countries, they will learn about that country and
complete an activity that helps them get a better
understanding of the holidays celebrated there.

Both 2nd-grade classes have been working very
hard to build their writing skills. We practice
writing often and encourage students to write
daily. Below is some writing work that has been
displayed in the hallways during October and
November. We collaborated with Ms. Kristin in
technology! Students created digital AI pumpkins
in her class and then students wrote descriptive
pieces based on their creations. It is going to be
exciting to see how our students grow with their
writing as the school year continues!

We look forward to the activities that are to come
in December and hope that you all have a fantastic

Winter Break!

~ Second Grade Team (Ms. Jillian and Ms. Liza)

3RD GRADE

ELA: The phonics focus will be on long a (ai,
ay, _el, _le, _al, _il), sounds with silent letters
(_mb, kn_, wr_, ph and wh_). Students will
also be using word analysis to learn about
contractions, possessive nouns, verbs,
homophones, and multiple-meaning words.
We will be reading stories and using different
comprehension strategies such as
asking/answering questions, visualizing,
clarifying, summarizing, and making
connections. In writing, we will be learning to
write informatively. Students will be learning
about different text features in informational
writing and reading, including charts and
maps, illustrations, sidebars, and diagrams.
Students will further develop skills with story
elements while reading.

MATH: We have officially started
multiplication fact fluency, so please make
sure you practice the current facts with your
child every day at home. It will help them
become fluent much faster! We are now in
Unit 3 of Bridges, which focuses on multidigit
addition & subtraction strategies. This unit
introduces students to the idea of rounding to
help them estimate sums & differences with
numbers up to 1,000.

SCIENCE/SOCIAL STUDIES: After learning
about the local economy, third grade students
took a field trip to local businesses on Hatteras
Island to see how they contribute to our
economy. This month, we will move into
science for this quarter and will focus on the
human body systems first. We will learn about
different parts and functions of the human
body before moving into plant structures. The
human body and plants actually have a lot in
common!
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

3RD DLI

4TH DLI

In math we are finishing multidigit addition
and subtraction and beginning a unit about
measuring mass and liquid volume. We are
also continuing to work on our addition
fluency. In English we are continuing to focus
on vowel team patterns, including when ea
makes the short e sound (like in the word bread
and head) and when a makes a short o sound
(like in the words wash and want). We will
continue reading passages independently and
answering comprehension questions about the
passages. In social studies, we are continuing
our economics and entrepreneurship unit as we
try to understand how economic decisions and
resources affect our local economy. In science,
we are working on a unit titled, “From
molecules to Organisms-Structures and
Processes.” We are explaining why skin is
necessary for protection and for the body to
remain healthy. We will also try to understand
how plant structures aid in survival, carrying
out investigations to explain the structures and
functions of plants and how they are essential
for life. Additionally we will use models to
exemplify the distinct stages of the life cycle of
seed plants. Lastly, in Spanish we will continue
working in rotations. At the reading station, we
will work on choral reading and individualized
reading. At the word study station, we will
work on vocabulary related to the unit we are
studying: numbers in Spanish, family
vocabulary, colors, greetings and farewells, etc.
Lastly, we will continue working with Level
Learning.
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In English, we will continue our novel study,
Island of the Blue Dolphins, by Scott O'Dell.
We are also focusing on reading and spelling

single-syllable words that follow the
consonant-l-e syllable pattern.

In Spanish, the focus will be on grammatical
tenses (present, past, and future) along with
some cultural research regarding some
Hispanic countries, such as Mexico and
Colombia.

In Math, we are starting with a new Unit
which centered on fractions and their
representation as decimals.

In Social Studies, we are working on a unit on
different aspects of NC's history as we create a
giant timeline.

Finally, in Science, we will learn about
astronomy, more specifically about the phases
of the moon and the movements of the planet
Earth.
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

4TH GRADE

Grade students in this unit will read about scientists, inventors, and astronauts who have made
important contributions to the fields of science and humanity over hundreds of years. Students
will learn about the kinds of qualities it takes to be an innovator, a great thinker, or even a
risk-taker who brings great discoveries to light. They will also come to understand what
motivates these exceptional people—the desire to make or find something new that will help us
live better, be more productive, and know more about the world around us.

95% Phonics will continue our spelling lessons while practicing our open, simple multisyllable
words through in-class practice as well as spelling quizzes.

Social Studies in fourth grade is going to hone in on economics in North Carolina! The main
points of topic will be Principles of Economics, Economic Systems, Goods and Services, and
Personal Finance.

Science

This month in science, students are exploring how plant and animal structures help living
things survive and grow. We study parts like roots, stems, leaves, and flowers, and compare
them to animal parts such as beaks, fins, fur, and claws to see how each structure has a job.
Students are also learning about the five senses and how animals (including humans) use sight,
hearing, smell, taste, and touch to find food, stay safe, and communicate. At home, you can
support learning by asking your child to point out structures on a plant or pet and explain what
each part does, or by doing a short “sense walk” together where they describe things they see,
hear, smell, taste (safe foods), and touch.

Math

In math, students are growing their number sense with fractions (understanding parts of a
whole and comparing fractions), practicing telling time on analog clocks to the nearest minute
and to the nearest five minutes, and strengthening multiplication and division skills using
strategies like arrays, partial products, and fact families. You can help at home by sharing
simple fraction activities (cutting a sandwich into equal parts), asking your child to read the
time during daily routines, and practicing multiplication facts in short, fun sessions. Encourage
them to explain how they solved problems — explaining their thinking helps build strong math
reasoning and confidence.
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CLASSROOM CONNECTIONS

STH GRADE

STH DLI

Mathematics: In math, we're delving into
equivalent fractions and practicing the addition
and subtraction of fractions. Students will learn
how to recognize and create equivalent fractions,
which are different fractions that express the
same value. They will also practice adding and
subtracting fractions with the same
denominators, enhancing their comprehension of
fractional concepts. You can support this learning
at home by encouraging your child to identify
fractions in daily life, such as in cooking or
measuring.

Science: This month, we're exploring matter and
its various states: solid, liquid, and gas. Students
will learn about the characteristics of each state
and how matter can transition from one state to
another. We'll conduct engaging experiments to
observe these changes directly, deepening their
grasp of the concepts. Discussing examples of
matter in different states around the house can
help reinforce what your child is learning in
class.

English Language Arts (ELA): This month in
ELA, we're focusing on storytelling and character
analysis. Students will learn to identify themes
and summarize important details from the texts
we read. We'll begin our first novel study with
"The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” by Barbara
Robinson. We'll explore various character types
and their motivations, helping students
understand how these elements contribute to the
story as a whole. Encourage your child to think
about the characters they encounter and their
connection to the story's message!

What Does 5th Grade DLI Mean to Us?
In our Dual Language Immersion (DLI) class,

students don’t just learn in two languages. They
grow through them. The 5th grade DLI program
is a special place where students continue
building their bilingual and bicultural skills,
preparing to move on to middle school as
confident, global learners.

When asked what DLI means to them, our
students had beautiful and thoughtful things to
say:

“DLI means to me that I'm learning Spanish,
and every year I'm getting better.”

“It opens new opportunities—Ilike traveling to
other countries that speak Spanish!”

“It’s fun! We even get to try Spanish food and
learn about different cultures.”

“It means I can do math and English, and I
know how to follow the rules.”

“DLI is where my friends are, where we learn
Spanish, and have a really cool Colombian
teacher!”

“For me, DLI means I get to learn about other
Spanish-speaking cultures, and my teacher
cares about us and makes sure we’re okay.”
“To me, DLI means I'm unique because I'm not
just learning English. I get to learn another
language too!”

As one student put it best:

“Being in 5th DLI makes me feel bigger and
stronger than before.”

Our 5th grade DLI students are proud of who
they are and what they can do. They know that
learning two languages opens doors to new
friendships, new cultures, and new opportunities
for their futures. @

THE STORM REPORT



CONNECTING WITH ESSENTIALS

MUSIC

November has been a busy but fun month in

the music room. We have been singing and
playing lots of music games about turkeys and
Thanksgiving.

Kindergarten and first graders have been
working on becoming Tuneful, Beatful, and
Artful. Kindergarteners have been singing
about a turkey from Albuquerque, doing the
Turkey Pokey, and sharing what types of pies
they like. First graders have enjoyed hearing

the story of Super Turkey, using instruments to
accentuate the song Autumn is Here, and
pretending our fingers are crazy out of control
to Chopin’s Minute Waltz. Second and fourth-
graders had their Fall Concert on the 14. Both
groups did a wonderful job, and I am so very
proud of them. Third and fifth-graders are
working hard to prepare for their Winter
Concert. We can’t wait to share our music with
you.

WINTER CONCERT

December 11 @ 5:00 p.m.

featuring our
3rd and 5th graders fe
’ 2 \ @ ¢

@ )
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CONNECTING WITH ESSENTIALS

Media Moments

== Ms. Jenn & Ms. Hooper
' December 2025

— e

Students have fun reading, creating, and learning in the Library.

Don’t forget to keep reading

December Events overV:/inter Break. Ilfyou are
) traveling, you can listen to
35 Grade. Book Club audiobooks for FREE on
Celebration-12/1 SORA. 3rd-5th Grade

Book Fair-12/8-12/12 student’s can find the SORA §

Makerspace Week 12/15-12/19 aprp on Classlink orreach
out to the CHES Library if

you are not sure how to

CH ES BOOk Falr IS access this resource.
her%ﬁ,}e_-f;trpber We Love Celebrating

Super Readers!

it

Allstudentswill shopduring their

library classes. Families can visit
https://literati.com/store/?
school=cape-hatteras-elementary-
school-buxton-nc to shop online or
buy gift cards to shop in person.

Book Fair hours 7:30-4:00 daily,
with extended hours on 12/11.
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CONNECTING WITH ESSENTIALS

ART

This month, our fifth graders are looking at how
their subconscious minds work and using that as
inspiration to create surreal art. Students are
looking at surrealist art by various artists such as
Salvador Dali and Joan Miro, and discussing the
ways these artists use techniques such as automatic
drawing, altered imagery, and unusual juxtaposition
in their art. Students will then apply these ideas to
their own work.

Our fourth graders are using radial balance to create
artwork inspired by the ancient Aztec Sunstone.
Students are looking at the indigenous art of
Mesoamerica, amate painting, and using techniques
representative of this style to create their artwork.

Our Third Graders are starting on their Symbolism
unit by looking at the art of Austrian Art Nouveau
artist Gustav Klimt and identifying how he used
symbols in his work. Students use decoupage to
create their art nouveau pieces, incorporating
personal and universal symbolism as well as
stylization and decorative elements. They are off to
a great start!

In 2nd grade, we are looking at the traditional folk
art of the Kuna people of Panama. We are studying
the textile art process known as mola and creating
art based on this process of reverse appliqué.

Our First Grade artists are looking at the art and
function of pottery. We are discussing various
ancient cultures, their methods and materials for
creating pots, and how they were used in each
culture. Students are making pots and considering
the function of their pots and how their form will
help with their function.

In kindergarten, we are beginning a unit on
landscape and will be creating a winter forest
landscape. In preparation, students this month
have been making painted papers to use for
collage using action painting inspired by the
artist Jackson Pollock. Students have explored
how this artist was creative not only in his
artmaking but also in his process. He went
outside the box when he chose his materials
and how to use them.

P.E.

We are getting all geared up for the Holidays.
We have begun talking about heart rates.
Students are learning how to make good
choices concerning food and exercise,
especially over the holidays!

We will be playing many fun Holiday games.
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CONNECTING WITH ESSENTIALS

TECHNOLOGY

Digital Citizenship and Being Engaged

Being a good Digital Citizen means using
technology in positive, meaningful ways. The
International Society for Technology in Education
(ISTE) identifies five competencies of Digital
Citizenship: Inclusive, Informed, Engaged,
Balanced, and Alert. This month, we are focusing
on Engaged.

Being Engaged means using technology and digital
tools to make a difference—in our schools,
communities, and the world. Students learn that
technology can be more than just entertainment;
it's a way to share ideas, solve problems, and take
action. Whether it's creating a class project,
participating in a digital citizenship campaign, or
using digital tools to collaborate on a community
history project, students can learn to use their
voices for good.

Families can support this at home by talking about
the positive ways technology can be used.
Encourage your child to share something they've
learned online or to find a digital project that helps
others. You might learn about local issues together
or use technology to connect with family and
friends in meaningful ways. When children see
technology as a tool for creativity and community,
they grow into thoughtful, engaged digital citizens
who make a positive impact both online and off.

AIG

ELA Readers:
. Fifth graders are having fun with From the
Desk of Zoe Washington by Janae Marks.
. Fourth graders have begun reading Chasing
Vermeer by Blue Balliett.
. Third graders are still enjoying Because of
Winn-Dixie by Kate DiCamillo.
. Second graders are thrilled by the adventure in
James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl.
. First graders are wrapping up the Magic Tree
House book Dragon of the Red Dawn, #37.
Great Math Stars:
All grades are engaged with Math Stars. Besides
Math Stars, fourth graders are undertaking a
unique project to investigate the cost of feeding a
family of four for a week. They are planning three
meals per day, focusing on healthy food options.
Utilizing technology, they are researching the
prices of individual food items by browsing online
sales at Food Lion.

Second Grade STEM Challenge
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December 2025

WINTER ACTIVITIES

Winter is officially here!
Shorter days and colder

temperatures  make it
the weather. Here are some tips and tricks on

how to stay healthy this winter season!

tempting to stay inside
more, but it's important to
remember to stay active
Wear layers of clothing in the cold
Stay active

Set time limits for outdoor play in cold
weather

Stay hydrated

Wash your hands often

Keep surfaces clean "

Stay home when you are sick ‘m
Eat healthy meals

during the winter and to

get some fresh air. Check

out the following link for

fun ways to keep kids %&H
. . o ey

active during the winter: .

HOW DO YOU KNOW:
COLD, ALLERGIES, FLU, COVID?

Runny nose, sore throat, cough, fever, fatigue?Is it the common cold,
allergies, flu, or COVID 19? The QR code above is linked to a great

these illnesses. Remember to consult their medical provider for follow
up as needed.

INFLUENZA (FLU) VACCINES

The flu is a respiratory illness caused

\—/

—

by influenza viruses which circulate
during the winter months. It can
cause more severe symptoms than
the common cold does for children.

The annual flu vaccination offers the
best protection against the flu. You
can receive your flu vaccine at your
local health department, pharmacy,
or doctor’s office.

SIGNS AND SYMPTOMS

Symptom onset
Fever
Aches
Chills
Fatigue, weakness
Sneezing
Chest discomfort, cough
Stuffy nose
Sore throat
Headache
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CoLD
Gradual
Rare
Shight
Uncommon
Sometimes
Comman
Mild te moderate
Commen

Comman

Abrupt
Usual
Usual

Fairly commen
Uswal
Sometimes
Commoan
Sometimes
Sometimes

Common C:



https://www.cdc.gov/flu/highrisk/parents.htm?s_cid=WS-PAID-CMPGN-P2-PAR-Google-T-PTRP-EN-Search-1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAr8eqBhD3ARIsAIe-buNL-1sKxWfTaO7KQtOoVgTchTCNtSNX8FdYjSq_35wqM_TSbUgYBAYaAn3CEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/highrisk/parents.htm?s_cid=WS-PAID-CMPGN-P2-PAR-Google-T-PTRP-EN-Search-1&gclid=Cj0KCQiAr8eqBhD3ARIsAIe-buNL-1sKxWfTaO7KQtOoVgTchTCNtSNX8FdYjSq_35wqM_TSbUgYBAYaAn3CEALw_wcB&gclsrc=aw.ds
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ESL AT HOME

Dear Families,
As we enjoy this festive season, let’s keep practicing English in fun ways at
home! *
Here are some ideas you can try together:
« Play games like I Spy, Bingo, or Simon Says in English.
« Sing holiday songs and talk about the new words you hear.
« Read together — even short books or favorite stories help build
language and confidence.
« Label things around the house in English (like door, table, chair) to keep
practicing vocabulary.
This month, we're also learning about Heart Words — these are special
words that we can’t always sound out. We have to remember them “by
heart,” because in English, we don’t always write words exactly the way they
sound.
Keep practicing spelling and reading every day — a few minutes can make a
big difference!
Happy Holidays, and keep learning English with joy!
— Ms. Steph@
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LITERACY NIGHT
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MS. JENN

==
R il
V.
Students will be thrilled to heor that we ) N e t
have purchased TWO capies of the Fan Favorite |4/ 30U
“The Book That Can Read Your Mind” by ‘*ﬁ é“i’ é‘é p {(—
Marianna Coppo for our CHES Library. | Four |

: . > mam

Can this interactive story really read your - |
mind? Stop by the library and find out. Lh s 4' { L

Artist of the Month
Lily Hicks

SPOTLIGHTS & RECOMMENDATIONS

Exercise of the Month -Jumping Jacks

Did you know...

that in 2022, a rare 237-year-
old copy of the Constitution was

. Stand upright with your legs together,

found in an old filing cabinet at arms at your sides.
] . Bend your knees slightly, and jump
Hayes Farm in Edenton? The into the air.
. As you jump, spread your legs to be
Hayes Farm was Owned by about shoulder-width apart. Stretch

your arms out and over your head.

Samuel Johnston, who was the

. Jump back to starting position.

governor of North Carolina at . Repeat.

the time it was written. When it

Q: What kind of fish do

went to auction in 2024, it sold .
penguins catch at

for 9 million dollars. night?

A: Starfish

Joke of the Month
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