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Head’s Message

The Privilege of Reading: Why Listening to Children Read Matters

On Wednesday, I had one of those moments that reminds us why we work in this magnificent profession;
Year 1&2 read to me. At St John’s, reading sits at the centre of our educational ethos. It is one of the most
powerful skills a child can learn; unlocking imagination, expanding knowledge, and building lifelong curiosity.
Indeed, the government directive, when introducing ‘The reading framework’ in 2023, recognises this. Yet
alongside teaching children to read is an equally meaningful joy: the privilege of listening to them read.

A Window into a Child’s Thinking
When we listen to a child read, we glimpse the way they engage with language and ideas. Each moment of
fluency, each brave attempt at a tricky word, and every pause for thought reveals how they are developing as
learners. These are precious moments of connection in which children share their voice, their progress, and
their growing confidence.

Building Self-Belief Through Encouragement
Reading aloud can feel daunting for young readers. A patient, attentive listener helps transform that challenge
into a positive experience. As we all know, confidence grows with reassurance, celebrating effort, modelling
calm, and showing genuine interest. When a child sees an adult delight in their reading, they learn to take
pride in their attempts and begin to view reading as a source of joy rather than pressure.

Growing Skills Beyond Literacy
Listening to children read does far more than strengthen technical ability. It helps them develop expression,
vocabulary, comprehension, and communication. It also reinforces that their voice matters; that what they say
is worth hearing. This sense of value strengthens resilience and supports wider learning.

A Shared Journey
The partnership between home and school is crucial. A few minutes of reading each day, supported both by
teachers and families, creates a strong foundation for success. It shows children that reading is not just an
academic task, but a cherished life skill, embraced by the whole community.

A Quiet but Powerful Privilege
In an increasingly busy world, listening to a child read is a simple yet profound act of presence. It reminds us
that learning is a shared journey and that every small step is meaningful. Here we see it not as an obligation,
but as an honour and a privilege.

Best wishes,

Tom Rainer
Head
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School Updates - 
Useful information for Christmas events

Event Date Choirs Involved Attire

Advent Concert Friday 5th December
Little Voices
Junior Choir
Senior Choir

Christmas jumpers (to be brought
in by Friday 28th November, and
these will remain in school for our

events).

Mince Pies, Mulled
Wine and Carols

Evening
Tuesday 9th December

Junior Choir
Senior Choir

Christmas jumpers (to be brought
in by Friday 28th November, and
these will remain in school for our

events).

Choirs at Coffee #1
Wednesday 10th

December
Little Voices
Junior Choir

Christmas jumpers (to be brought
in by Friday 28th November).
These will go home after this

event.

Carol Service Friday 12th December
Junior Choir
Senior Choir

Full winter uniform

Concert with the
Chepstow Choral

Society
Sunday 14th December

Junior Choir
Senior Choir

Full winter uniform with
Christmas hats and accessories

welcome

We are very much looking forward to the Christmas concerts and events that will take place in the coming
weeks. We'd like to let you know what your child will need to wear for these events:

Little Voices: 
Please can you bring in a Christmas jumper (and hats/hair accessories if you wish) in a labelled plastic bag
by Friday 28  November. Mrs Laidlaw will collect them in for the children to put on for their performances
in the Advent Concert and at Coffee #1.

th

Junior Choir: 
Please can your child bring in a Christmas jumper (and hats/hair accessories if you wish) in a labelled plastic
bag by Friday 28  November. Mrs Laidlaw will collect them in during our Junior Choir rehearsals, and these
will be worn at the Advent Concert, Mince Pie and Carols evening, and for their performance at Coffee #1.

th

Senior Choir: 
Please can your child bring in a Christmas jumper (and hats/hair accessories if you wish) in a labelled plastic
bag by Friday 28  November. Mrs Laidlaw will collect them in during our Senior Choir rehearsals, and
these will be worn at the Advent Concert and our Mince Pie and Carols evening.

th

All other children in the Prep School: 
All children will wear a Christmas jumper for our Advent Concert on the 5  of December. Please can your
child bring in a jumper to wear on this day, and children will put on their jumpers after lunch. All children
in the Prep school will also wear a Christmas jumper at the Christmas lunch on the 11  of December.

th

th



Pre-Prep News

PJ Day

Our Pre-prep children had a magical PJ Day this week, arriving
in pyjamas and ready to celebrate their love of books! 

The morning was filled with cosy storytime, torchlight reading,
and creative activities, including making dream catchers and
Funnybones skeletons, as well as designing bookmarks and
Starry Night–inspired artwork. Cookies, hot chocolate, and
plenty of imagination made the day extra special. PJ Day was a
joyful celebration of stories, creativity, and shared experiences.

Celebrating Our Love of Reading

Read With Your Child

On Friday morning, our new Pre-Prep Library
was filled with a wonderful family atmosphere
as parents joined their children to explore the
new space. It was lovely to see them enjoying
the library together and sharing stories. A truly
special morning for all of us!

Pre-Prep
Christmas Holiday Club
Bookings Are Open!

Our amazing Holiday Club team
will be running the Pre-Prep
Christmas Holiday Club during
the first week of the Christmas
holidays. Get ready for a week
full of festive arts, crafts, sports
and fun!

More details and booking link:
https://www.deanclosestjohns.or
g.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-
holiday-camp

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp


Year 5-6 Science Fair

The Year 5 & 6 Science Fair took place on Monday, filling the Singleton Hall with excitement, curiosity, and
just a few nerves. Students showcased an impressive range of STEM projects, covering topics such as the
respiratory system, the importance of sleep, why bubbles are always round, why flamingos are pink, using food
as natural dyes, and even how to make the shiniest pennies - just to name a few!!

The judges listened with great interest as students presented their discoveries, research, and investigations.
Their enthusiasm was infectious, with each child proudly sharing their work. Choosing winners is always
incredibly difficult, and even halfway through, Mr Rainer commented, “Wow, this is going to be tough this
year,” as every participant demonstrated exceptional creativity and effort.

Honourable Mentions
Noah (Year 5) – Climate Change and
Global Warming
Awarded for his outstanding depth of
knowledge and confident delivery.

Frank (Year 6) – How Big Is the Universe?
Recognised for the wealth of facts, engaging
activities, excellent maths skills, and even
the appearance of a giant alien!

Prize Winners
🥉 3rd Place – Steffan (Year 5)
Completed a fascinating experiment
demonstrating the theory of Phototropism
and showing how auxins work.

🥈 2nd Place – Thea (Year 5)
Designed and built her own impressive
spacecraft motion simulator, exploring
prototype development and future design
considerations.

🥇 1st Place – Luna-Rose (Year 5)
Bone Zone: An inspiring investigation into
the impact of having one leg shorter than
the other, testing balance and walking
speed using willing family volunteers.



An Evening of Music 
Years 3–5

On Thursday, our Embassy Room was filled with
wonderful singing and instrumental performances
at this month’s Evening of Music. 

Year 3-5 pupils showcased their talents to parents,
friends, and teachers. These relaxed evenings
provide a fantastic opportunity for our pupils to
perform in front of an audience. 

Congratulations to all performers, and many
thanks to Mr Seth for organising the event and to
all the music teachers for their support.

Science Day

On Thursday, the Explorer Dome made a thrilling visit to our school
for all Year 3–8 pupils. The children crawled inside the massive
inflatable dome for a hands-on demonstration and a stunning visual
show all about our dynamic Earth, where our planet comes from,
how it has changed over time, and the forces that continue to shape
it today. They explored the importance of water, evaporation,
condensation, and the water cycle, as well as plate tectonics and
continental drift, experiencing the sights, sounds, and even the smells
of volcanoes, earthquakes, and our ever-changing world.

The experience was lively, interactive, and unforgettable, leaving the
children even more enthusiastic about exploring our planet and
beyond.

To make the day even more special, we welcomed pupils from
Airthrie (DCA), joining together for a fun-filled science day. When
the children weren’t in the dome, they took part in a range of STEM
activities, working together, making new friends, and sharing new
experiences.

Year 3 and 4 were challenged to build a bridge capable of holding
a 500g bag of sugar, using only spaghetti and elastic bands.
Year 5 and 6 designed and constructed boats from cardboard and
tape, testing which one could hold the most weight.

It was inspiring to see everyone using the Foundation 5 Cs;
communicate, collaborate, and get creative throughout their
challenges.

In the afternoon, pupils took on a brand-new task: Junkyard Planes.
Using recycled materials, and working within a set budget, they
designed and built their own planes or gliders, buying their materials
from the “shop” and then heading outdoors to test how far their
aircraft could fly.

It was a fantastic day of curiosity, teamwork, creativity, and scientific
discovery!



Boarding News

Last weekend, the boarding house welcomed our Year 5 pupils for the Year 5 Big Weekend, and we were
delighted to see pupils from other year groups join in the fun as well! It was a fantastic weekend filled with
play, games, and plenty of laughter.

Upcoming Boarding Weekends

Tuesday 25  November - Get Festive - Come and decorate the boarding house and tree with Christmas
tunes and hot chocolate with marshmallows!

th

Thursday 4  December - Handmade gift surprise - Create something special for a family member or friendth

Year 5 Big Weekend

Upcoming Boarding Dates - Weekdays



U9 Hockey

On Monday, our two U9 teams travelled to the Westonbirt Festival to take on four other schools. Despite
the freezing cold weather, the girls showed impressive resilience and enthusiasm throughout the afternoon.

Both teams found themselves with plenty of defensive work to do, gaining valuable experience in holding
their shape and practising quick counterattacks. Although goals proved hard to come by at times, the girls
never gave up and continued to push forward with determination.

A special shoutout goes to Charlotte, whose exceptional work rate stood out. She combined fantastic
attacking play with strong defensive tackles, setting a brilliant example for her teammates.

Overall, it was a great afternoon of non-stop hockey, filled with effort, learning, and plenty of team spirit!

Match reports

U13 IAPS Small Schools Championships
Congratulations to our U13 Hockey Team!

Our U13 girls took part in the IAPS Small Schools
Championships on Wednesday and were absolutely fantastic.

They finished 2nd in their group on goal difference, with two
wins and one draw. This earned them a place in the semi-final
against The Downs, Wraxall — a challenging fixture, as we had
lost to them just a month ago. The girls showed incredible
progress, determination, and a wonderfully positive attitude,
securing a superb 6–1 win!

In the final, we faced Wellesley School, whom we had drawn
with earlier in the group stage. It was a very tight and
competitive match, but Wellesley managed to edge a 1–0
victory which meant we finished 2nd overall. 

Our aim for the day was to stay positive and give our best, and
the girls did exactly that. They represented themselves and the
school with pride — a brilliant effort from the whole team!

U11 Hockey

On Wednesday afternoon, our U11s faced Beaudesert in an exciting
fixture. The A team secured a 3–0 victory, with tireless defending and
some fantastic team goals. Eliza deservedly earned Coach’s Player of the
Match for her outstanding stick skills and defensive work rate.

The B team also triumphed 2–1 in a hard-fought game. Superb passes
from Peyton and India set up fast counterattacks, with Tom making crucial
runs down the right wing and earning Coach’s Player of the Match.

Well done to everyone for two brilliant performances and a great afternoon
of hockey!



U11 Mini Tournament at Westonbirt

In very cold conditions, the U11A team showed real improvement in their teamwork, especially in their
defensive organisation. Frank, representing the U11A side, put in an excellent shift throughout the
tournament.
 

The boys opened with a strong win against Wycliffe. A confident attacking display led to several well-
worked tries, including one from Frank, who made impressive ground every time he carried the ball.
Defensively, the team were solid, stopping Wycliffe with determined tackling.
 

Next up was Clifton, who fielded a strong and well-structured side. Their ability to move the ball into
space created a number of breaks and tries. Dean Close showed great commitment throughout, but
despite the effort, the team couldn’t stop some dangerous attacks and fell to a loss.
 

In the final game, with temperatures dropping and tired legs setting in, the team still produced another
positive performance. They scored several excellent tries, but Westonbirt’s strong individual displays edged
them into a narrow win.
 

Well done to all the boys for their resilience and teamwork, and especially to Frank, who continues to
impress with his strong attacking runs and powerful defensive contributions.

Year 5 Boys Rugby Festival

Our Year 5 boys played brilliantly on Wednesday in a
foundation festival, achieving wins in all their matches.
Their game understanding is really coming together,
and they showcased some fantastic rugby throughout. 

The confidence they are showing in all areas of the
game is growing, and a huge congratulations to them
for a very successful afternoon!

Year 8 Boys Rugby Sevens Success

A fantastic success story for our Year 8 boys on
Wednesday as they competed at Pinewood in the annual
Rugby Sevens tournament. Oliver, captaining the first
team, led the boys to victory against strong opposition
from across the country. Both Oliver and Monty were
delighted to lift the trophy, celebrating a memorable win
on and off the field.

Momentum continued the next day when Oliver
represented the Year 9 Dean Close side in the cup
competition, helping them to a comfortable 54–7
victory alongside several ex-pupils. 

These achievements are a testament to their skill,
teamwork, and the valuable learning experiences rugby
provides. Well done to all involved!



Careers Volunteers Needed! 

We are looking for volunteers to share their career experiences
with our students. If you would be happy to talk about your
career in three short sessions one morning with:

Years 3 & 4
Years 5 & 6
Years 7 & 8

We’d love for you to cover:

How you got into your career
What your day-to-day work looks like
The qualifications or routes into your profession
A few minutes for Q&A

If you are keen or happy to help, please email Miss Duncan at
duncanm@deanclosestjohns.org.uk.

Foundation Events

If you are interested in any of the
Foundation’s events, please contact Natalie
Norman at nnorman@deanclose.org.uk.

If you are unable to attend in person, we’d
be delighted for you to join us virtually —
recordings will be available after each event.
Please let us know if you would like to
receive a link to watch either session.

mailto:duncanm@deanclosestjohns.org.uk


Christmas Hamper Raffle

We are excited to launch this year’s Christmas Hamper Raffle to raise funds for the Prep Library Renovations.

This year’s hamper themes are:
Kindergarten & Reception – Treats   |   Year 1 & 2 – House Colours (Yellow, Blue & Green)
Year 3 & 4 – A Perfect Night In   |   Year 5 & 6 – Christmas   |   Year 7 & 8 – Drinks

That’s 5 fabulous hampers and 5 chances to win!

Tickets & How to Buy
Raffle tickets are sold in books of 5 and cost £5 per book (works out at £1 per ticket).

You will be able to purchase online via the school shop - 
https://friendsofstjohns.fwscart.com/. Once purchased, books will be ready to collect from Reception 24 hours
later.

Tickets can also be purchased in person with correct CASH from Hayley in Reception.

Last chance to buy: 
Tickets available up until 5th December 2025.
The draw will take place at the Advent Concert at St John’s and winners will be contacted.

We would be so grateful for all your support as every ticket sold helps us continue our exciting Prep Library
Renovations.

Thank you and good luck! 
Friends of St John’s

Friends of St John’s News

Christmas Tea Towel Fundraiser! 

Our children’s festive tea towel is now on sale - here’s the
link to purchase:
https://friendsofstjohns.fwscart.com/

Deadline to order online: 
2nd December
Collection: 
3rd December at Prep Prep Play

£7 each or £6 for 2 or more
All money raised goes towards renovating the Prep Library!

Please support if you can, every order helps us create a
wonderful new library space for the children. 



Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Michaelmas Term 2025 on
the school website. 
To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 have now been published on the
website: https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

School Calendar & Events

Date Event

Monday 24th (Prep Week 1) 14:00 U8 & U9 Boys’ Rugby vs Rougemont (H)

14:00 U9 A & B Girls’ Football vs Rougemont (A)

Tuesday 25  Novemberth Year 6 Maths Challenge @ Clifton

Wednesday 26  Novemberth 14:30
U11 Boys’ Rugby vs Berkhamstead @ DCPS

- Foundation Fixture 

14:30
U12 & U13 Boys’ Rugby vs Chosen Hill @ DCPS

- Foundation Fixture

14:00 U13 Hockey vs Monmouth (H) TBC

14:00 U11 A & B Girls’ Football vs Howell’s (H) (A)

Thursday 27  Novemberth 18:30 FOSJ Christmas Wreath Making

Friday 28  Novemberth 14:00 Year 7 & 8 Science Fair

Saturday 29  Novemberth 10:30

U12 & U13 Boys’ Rugby vs King’s School,
Worcester

@ King’s School, Worcester
- Foundation Fixture

EVENTS NEXT WEEK

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
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