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Head’s Message

This week, I confess, I’ve been feeling rather envious!

It began on Tuesday when our Year 6 pupils (more on this elsewhere in the newsletter) headed off to take
part in a maths challenge. The feeling grew stronger when I later dropped into a Year 5 maths lesson, where
the children were exploring clever shortcuts for checking whether large numbers are divisible by single digits.
For example, they were investigating rules such as:

1.All integers are divisible by 1.
2.A number is divisible by 2 if its last digit is even.
3.A number is divisible by 3 if the sum of its digits is divisible by 3.
4.A number is divisible by 4 if its last two digits form a number divisible by 4.
5.A number is divisible by 5 if it ends in 0 or 5.
6.A number is divisible by 6 if it is divisible by both 2 and 3.
7.Double the last digit and subtract it from the remaining number—if the result is divisible by 7, so is the

original number.
8.A number is divisible by 8 if its last three digits form a number divisible by 8.
9.A number is divisible by 9 if the sum of its digits is divisible by 9.

My envy grew further on Thursday when I had the pleasure of teaching Year 4 maths. The lesson flew by; we
laughed, we learned, and they absolutely flourished.

It made me reflect on why I enjoyed it so much. Last week I wrote about the privilege of hearing children
read. This week, it was the privilege of watching them learn how to solve problems.

What fascinates me most is the variety of ways children engage with new ideas. Some are visual thinkers who
look for patterns and prefer non-written cues, while others prefer a page of questions to ponder quietly at
their own pace. I once asked a class how many squares there are on a chessboard. Most confidently answered
64 and, of course, in terms of 8 by 8, that’s right. But then we took the question outside onto our giant
chessboard and thought more deeply. Eventually, one pupil said, “204”. Silence fell.

They were correct. To find the total number of squares, you must count all the 1×1 squares, all the 2×2
squares, all the 3×3 squares, and so on. These form the square numbers: 64, 49, 36, 25, 16, 9, 4 and 1.
Added together, they make 204.

So why have I been envious? Certainly, my love of maths plays a part. But more than that, it is the joy of
watching young people approach problems from different angles, seeing solutions that others might miss.
Seeing the looks on their faces when they had understood it, was magical. Observing these moments of
insight remains one of the great delights, and mysteries, of life at school.

Best wishes,

Tom Rainer
Head
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Event Date Choirs Involved Attire

Advent Concert -
parents are invited

Friday 5th
December,

15:00

Little Voices
Junior Choir
Senior Choir

Christmas Jumper for performers (to be
worn for the Advent Concert only;

normal uniform during the school day)

Mince Pies, Mulled Wine
and Carols Evening -
parents are invited

Tuesday 9th
December

Junior Choir
Senior Choir

Christmas Jumper for Choirs (to be
worn for the event only; normal uniform

during the school day)

Choirs at Coffee #1 -
parents are invited

Wednesday 10th
December, 9:30

Little Voices
Junior Choir

Christmas Jumper for Choirs (to be
worn for the event only; normal uniform

during the school day)

Christmas lunch -
children only

Thursday 11
December

th

-
All children: Christmas Jumper (to be

worn for the lunch only; normal
uniform during the school day)

Carol Service - 
families are invited

Friday 12th
December,

11:00

Junior Choir
Senior Choir

All children: Full winter uniform

Concert with the Chepstow
Choral Society -

parents are invited

Sunday 14th
December

Junior Choir
Senior Choir

Choirs: Full winter uniform with
Christmas hats and accessories welcome

School Updates - 
Useful information for Christmas events

Happy Friday from 
St John’s Head Students!

We are excited to tell everyone that the head students will be having a
section in the school’s newsletter every week to let you know how
school is from a pupil perspective. This week the three of us (and Mr
Rainer) have been talking about what more we can do for our school as
heads. Many suggestions came up including being about our school
newsletter, and we can't wait to complete the rest of them throughout
the year. We only have two weeks left of school which means parents
get ready for 3 weeks of children running around and not being able to
have a break. 

Have a fabulous week from your Heads:
Francesca      Aoife      Monty
     Head          Deputy Heads



School Updates - 
Breakfast Club

Mince Pies, Mulled Wine and Carols Evening free tickets:
This event will be held in the Singleton Hall on Tuesday 9th December from 6:00 pm.
To help us plan for mulled wine and mince pies, please book your free tickets through this link:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1976194417701?aff=oddtdtcreator

Concert with the Chepstow Choral Society - discounted tickets for parents:
Chepstow Choral Society are offering parents tickets at a reduced cost of £5. Please contact the treasurer
Brian by email who will take your name and reserve your tickets. You can then pay either by cash or card
on the door. Email: Bduerden@doctors.org.uk 

Please could we remind parents of a few bits of key information about Breakfast Club:

Breakfast Club drop off is from 7:50am - 8:00am. Please do not leave you child unattended or send
them into school before this time.

Please also aim to drop off before 8:00am, as this gives enough time for your child to have breakfast
before Breakfast Club closes at 08:10am.

Please book your child in for Breakfast Club with Hayley in reception, giving at least 48 hours notice.

Please only use Breakfast Club if your child is intending on eating. Otherwise, drop off is from
8:00am via reception, or, if you need to drop children of prep school age earlier, children in Years 3-8
can be dropped at the Boarding House from 7:30am, with prior arrangement.

Advent Concert  free tickets:
The Advent Concert for Prep will be held in the Singleton Hall on Friday 5th December from 3:00 pm.
To help us plan for numbers, please book your free tickets through this link:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1976194092729?aff=oddtdtcreator

Pre-Prep Nativity and Christingle
The ticket sale for Nativity and Christingle is now closed. If you need any further tickets, please email
marketing@deanclosestjohns.org.uk and copy your class teacher.
Please note: the Christingle will be held in the Singleton Hall instead of the Pre-Prep Hall.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1976194417701?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1976194092729?aff=oddtdtcreator


Year 6 Shone in 
Peter Pan Performance

Last week, on Friday evening, our Year 6 pupils took to the stage in the Singleton Hall for a fantastic
performance of Peter Pan.

We joined Peter and Tinker Bell on their journey to Neverland, where Wendy and her brothers got caught
up in a hilarious food fight with the Lost Kids, took on some mischievous pirates, and even made Captain
Hook walk the plank!
Our Year 6 pupils were absolutely brilliant – congratulations to each and every one of them! 

A huge thank you to our Head of Drama, Mrs Shakeshaft, for bringing this magical production to life, and
to all members of the St John’s family for joining us. It was wonderful to see so many parents, friends,
teachers, and staff in the audience supporting the children.

Maths Challenge

Four of our Year 6 pupils – Lydia, Frank, Bea and Chloe –
were invited to Clifton to take part in an exciting Team
Maths Challenge. 

The competition tested a wide range of mathematical skills
through a series of challenging rounds, including a logic
round, a speed round, and the always-frantic relay round –
imagine combining a running relay with fast-paced
problem-solving!

The children had a fantastic day tackling some really
complex mathematical problems, and they were a credit to
the school, displaying our school values throughout the
event. Their hard work and determination were rewarded
with an impressive third place overall.

A huge well done to the team, and many thanks to
everyone involved – especially Mr Allen at Clifton for
organising and hosting such a brilliant event.



Year 6-8 - Foundation Fixtures

On Wednesday, it was fantastic to see all of our Year 6 to
8 pupils representing the Foundation in rugby. They
worked tirelessly throughout the afternoon, enjoying
lovely conditions that made for a great day of sport.

With the Year 5s training hard for their final fixture this
Saturday, it was up to Years 6–8 to represent their sides
with passion and dedication, as they always do. They
came out comfortable winners in their fixtures, making a
strong impact in their teams by scoring tries and
defending brilliantly.

We look forward to a fantastic conclusion to the rugby
season this Saturday, followed by the House matches
next week, which promise to be a lot of fun and a great
opportunity for the boys to enjoy time with the friends
they have made within the Foundation over the course
of the term.

Match reports

U8 and U9 Rugby

On Monday, the Year Three and Four boys played
their final rugby game of the term, and what a
fantastic afternoon it was! This was by far their best
performance yet, reflecting the real progress they have
made and the development of their rugby knowledge
and skills in all areas of the game.

Playing Rougemont for the second time this term
provided a great benchmark to see how much they
have improved. In particular, the Year Fours, who had
struggled defensively in previous matches, showed
tremendous growth. Their enthusiasm and teamwork
shone through, and they won their matches despite
facing some excellent individual runners.

The Year Threes also played exceptionally well, passing
the ball effectively and working hard together as a
team to achieve such a brilliant result. Mr Cracknell
and Mr Jones were incredibly proud of every player
involved.

The girls’ match reports will be published in the next edition. Thank you for your understanding.



Pre-Prep Holiday Camp

Upcoming Boarding Events

Pre-Prep
Christmas Holiday Club
Bookings Are Open!

Get ready for a week of festive
arts, crafts, sports, and fun! Each
day will have a different theme -
details coming soon. Check our
social media and Tapestry for
updates next week!

More details and booking link:
https://www.deanclosestjohns.or
g.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-
holiday-camp

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/pre-prep-holiday-camp


Christmas Hamper Raffle

We are excited to launch this year’s Christmas Hamper Raffle to raise funds for the Prep Library
Renovations.

This year’s hamper themes are:
Kindergarten & Reception – Treats   |   Year 1 & 2 – House Colours (Yellow, Blue & Green)
Year 3 & 4 – A Perfect Night In   |   Year 5 & 6 – Christmas   |   Year 7 & 8 – Drinks

That’s 5 fabulous hampers and 5 chances to win!

Tickets & How to Buy
Raffle tickets are sold in books of 5 and cost £5 per book (works out at £1 per ticket).

You will be able to purchase online via the school shop - 
https://friendsofstjohns.fwscart.com/. Once purchased, books will be ready to collect from Reception 24
hours later.

Tickets can also be purchased in person with correct CASH from Hayley in Reception.

Last chance to buy: 
Tickets available up until THURSDAY 4th December 2025.
The draw will take place at the Advent Concert at St John’s and winners will be contacted.

We would be so grateful for all your support as every ticket sold helps us continue our exciting Prep Library
Renovations.

Thank you and good luck!

Friends of St John’s News

Thank you so much for your support at the end
of this year! We are delighted to announce that
the tea towels are sold out.

We also greatly appreciate your generous
donations for the Christmas hampers – thank
you for helping make them so special.



Please see the up-to-date list of our school events for the Michaelmas Term 2025 on
the school website. 
To help you follow our school events more easily, we will highlight any changes to the
announced calendar in red.

Additionally, the forward term dates for 2026–27 have now been published on the
website: https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates 

If you have any questions about the school events, please feel free to contact us at  
office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk .

School Calendar & Events

Date Event

Monday 1  Decemberst

(Prep Week 2)
14:00 U9 A & B Girls’ Football vs Howell’s (A)

14:00 Pre-Prep Nativity Dress Rehearsal

16:45 Year 1 & 2 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 3  Decemberrd 14:00 Pre-Prep Nativity

14:00 U11 A & B Girls’ Football vs Rougemont (A)

14:15 U13 Hockey vs Monkton Combe (A)

Thursday 4  Decemberth 16:45 Year 5 & 6 Parents’ Evening

Years 3-8 Boarding House Weekday Special -
Handmade Gift Surprise

Friday 5  Decemberth 11:00 Pre-Prep Christingle in Singleton Hall

15:00 Advent Concert |  Tickets

16:45 Year 5 & 6 Parents’ Evening

Boarding House Christmas Party Years 3-8

Saturday 6  - Sunday 7  Decemberth th

BOARDING WEEKEND IN
10:30

Saturday: Christmas Shopping
Sunday: Ice Skating

EVENTS NEXT WEEK

Have a good weekend!

https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/school-calendar
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
https://www.deanclosestjohns.org.uk/useful-resources/term-dates
mailto:office@deanclosestjohns.org.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/1976194092729?aff=oddtdtcreator

