
D$))e- G-a/$/0de.ѷ  We /-4 /o do /hi. one mo./ nigh/. a/ o0- ho0.eѵ  I/ i. a. .im+le a. i/ .o0nd.ѵ  We go a-o0nd /he /able and each +e-.on
ha. /o .ha-e 2ha/ /he4 a-e g-a/ef0l fo- /ha/ da4ѵ  No cell +hone. a/ /he dinne- /ableѶ and /hi. c-ea/e. in./an/ +o.i/i1e con1e-.a/ion ./a-/e-.ѵ
G-a/$/0de J*0-)a'ѷ  One of m4 fa1o-i/e dail4 -i/0al. i. 2-i/ing o0/ m4 g-a/i/0de.ѵ  I -eflec/ on /he.e each nigh/ befo-e bedѶ and make m4.elf
come 0+ 2i/h a/ lea./ /h-ee -ega-dle.. of ho2 g-ea/ /he da4 2a. o- 2a. no/ѵ  I canҁ/ -ecommend /hi. +-ac/ice eno0ghѶ a. i/ can -eall4 change
4o0- o0/lookѶ e.+eciall4 in /he.e ./-e..f0l /ime.ѵ  If 4o0 +-efe- a digi/al a++-oachѶ /he-e a-e a++. a1ailable fo- -eco-ding dail4 g-a/i/0de.ѵ
A-/$c'e. a)d V$de*. *) G-a/$/0de a)d Ha++$)e..ѷ  I ha1e -ead a 1a-ie/4 of book. and a-/icle. on /hi. /o+icѵ  One of m4 goal. fo- 2in/e-
b-eak i. /o check o0/ .ome of /he Ted Talk. fo0nd in /hi. a-/icleѷ h//+.ѷҝҝ+o.i/i1e+.4cholog4ѵcomҝg-a/i/0deҊha++ine..Ҋ-e.ea-chҝ
G-a/$/0de L$./ a)d Re!'ec/$*)ѷ  B-ain./o-m a li./ of ALL 4o0- g-a/i/0de.ѵ  Take /ime /o be mindf0l of each i/em on 4o0- li./Ѷ -eflec/ing on
ho2 4o0- life i. im+-o1ed beca0.e of i/ѵ
T#a)& a Me)/*-ѷ  Think of .omeone 2ho ha. hel+ed 4o0 in lifeѵ  Take /ime /o 2-i/e a hand2-i//en no/e /o /hem e3+-e..ing 4o0- g-a/i/0deѵ
G-a/$/0de Wa'&ѷ  I lo1e doing /hi. one 2hen I ge/ a fe2 -a-e momen/. of .oli/0deѵ  Walk .ome2he-e bea0/if0l and -ea''4 .ee i/ fo- onceѵ 
 Reflec/ on ho2 g-a/ef0l 4o0 a-e fo- /ha/ momen/ѵ

+-ac/ice g-a/i/0de i. one of /he g-ea/e./ gif/. 4o0 can gi1e 4o0- child-en /hi. holida4 .ea.onѵ  I al-ead4 +-ac/ice .ome of /he.e .0gge./ion.Ѷ and
.ome a-e one. I 2an/ /o inco-+o-a/e in /he f0/0-eѵ

I am no/ .0-e abo0/ 4o0Ѷ b0/ I need .ome -e.+i/e f-om /alking and -eading abo0/ COVIDҊршѵގ While 2e a-e ce-/ainl4 ./ill
foc0.ed on o0- .afe/4 +-o/ocol. a/ .choolѶ I 2an/ /o 0.e /hi. .+ace /o .ha-e .ome -e.ea-ch and idea. on a /4+ical holida4
/hemeѷ  GRATITUDEѵ

I -ead .e1e-al 4ea-. ago /ha/ /aking /ime /o be g-a/ef0l each da4 ac/0all4 lead. /o inc-ea.ed ha++ine..ѵ  The ba.ic
+-emi.e i. /ha/ 2hen 4o0 /ake /ime /o in/en/ionall4 feel g-a/i/0deѶ 4o0 donҁ/ ha1e a. m0ch -oom fo- nega/i1e /ho0gh/.
and feeling.ѵ  The ke4 i. being in/en/ionalѵ  T-4 i/Ѻ  I/ -eall4 doe. 2o-kѵ

He-e a-e .ome +-ac/ical /i+. fo- foc0.ing on g-a/i/0de a. an indi1id0al o-ҊҊ be//e- 4e/ҊҊ a. a famil4ѵ  Lea-ning ho2 /o 
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Ho+ef0ll4 4o0 and 4o0- famil4 can im+lemen/ .ome of /he.e idea. /hi. holida4 .ea.onѵ Fo-
mo-e -eading on /he g-a/i/0deҝha++ine.. connec/ionѶ check o0/ /he.e a-/icle. belo2ѷ



With the increase in COVID-19
cases in Central Ohio, some have
wondered why we are not
moving to a remote model or
taking the month of December
off to see if the numbers improve
after the holidays.

In my day job, the businesses I
work with are battling many of
these same questions and
concerns. Additionally, most of
us are concerned about the effect
rising cases can have on our
medical providers.

Here is what I have learned over
these past few months in terms
of schools and businesses
remaining open. The common
denominator amongst those who
have been able to persevere
during this time is the wearing of
masks, social distancing, 

If our schools are not causing or
contributing to the spread of the
virus, then I do not believe that
closing our schools is the right
thing to do for our community. I
believe being in school with our
dedicated staff is the best place
for our students who are not in a
high-risk category for COVID-19.

The key to making all of this work
for our students and staff is to
maintain as many of these 4
basic steps as often as possible,
so that we can prevent the
spread and potential exposure to
contacts. 

Our community has done a good
job of keeping this focus. It is
crucial that we stay focused so
that our students and staff have
the best opportunity to finish the
school year together.

 washing hands, and staying home when not feeling well.

I know some of those ideas have been politicized in every way
imaginable. This article is not a political statement. It is a statement of
observation from my own personal experiences.

The organizations that have executed those 4 basic tasks have
experienced the least amount of interruptions and the least amount of
impact on the health of their employees, students, and customers.
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Hylen Souders Elementary, like all of our schools, started a
Career Connections program 2 years ago. Each year, the goal
is to give students hands-on experiences in multiple career
pathways by professionals in the field. With the pandemic,
the first inclination was to press pause on the program for a
year; instead, teachers Matt Wilson, Brady Prugh, and
Principal Matt Cox put together a virtual Career Connections
program.

Speakers from the Ohio
Department of Natural
Resources, the Pro Football Hall
of Fame, Urban Worm Farm, and
ACP (one of the contractors
working on the new high school)
spoke to students about their
careers from their work sites.  

If you’d like to join in for our
next Career Connections
conversation, contact Matt Cox
at mattcox@bwls.net.



MillageҝMill - The unit of value representing the rate used to calculate
property taxes in Ohio. In cash terms, it is one-tenth of a penny (.001).
In.ide Millage - Mills that, under the state constitution, local
governments are permitted to share without a vote of the people. Big
Walnut does not change this rate; it has been 4.6 mills for over 30
years.
O0/.ide Millage - The total millage approved by voters, also referred
to as voted mills.
Effec/i1e Millage - The rate of taxation, expressed in mills, multiplied
by the assessed value, which raises the same dollar amount that was
voted.  Since 1976, House Bill 920 established reduction factors that
prohibited an inflationary increase in the amount of taxes levied
against real property.
Millage ҂Floo-҃ - Rate established by the General Assembly below
which voted mills would not be reduced under the property tax
reduction factor,  which is currently set at 20 mills.

School districts throughout Ohio have a full voted millage rate that is the
rate originally approved by voters in a community.  Due to state law,
voted millage is reduced by the County Auditor over time to an effective or
actual applied millage.  Ohio law has also established a millage floor of 20
mills that operating mills cannot go below; Big Walnut is at this floor.
School districts do not cause these reductions and cannot keep them
from occurring, but once a district reaches the 20-mill floor, no further
reductions can occur and increases in property valuation from
reappraisals and updates will cause tax increases for property owners.

The table below shows the current rates for Big Walnut Local Schools that
were applicable during the calendar year 2020.  Due to new construction,
county-wide property valuation updates, and additional millage phase-in
for our 2017 bond levy, these numbers will slightly change for the 2021
calendar year.

The 11th annual Big Nut Strut looked very different this year as
we hosted our first 1ir/0al race.  We were blown away by all of the
support given to us by our community.  With 336 registered
racers and over 10,000ڦ in business donations, we certainly
consider this year’s virtual race a huge success.  We are hopeful
that next year will look like our first 10 years of traditional races;
however, we are always extremely appreciative of everyone's
continued support.

As the end of calendar year 2020 draws near, we would
like to thank you for your continued support in a year
that has been unlike any other.

Valuation letters have come out from Delaware County
recently, and tax bills will be going out in the coming
weeks.  Below we’ve listed a few key terms and basic
Ohio tax information to help get a general
understanding of Ohio tax vocabulary.
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Angie Stooksbury ($500)

Kim White ($250)

Dorothy Branham ($100)

In February of this year, the Big Walnut Education Foundation had the
privilege of working with Big Walnut students and teachers to write,
draw, and create letters for the students to send to our U.S. Troops.
Almost every school participated, and we were able to send hundreds
of letters to our soldiers.

Teachers whose classes participated were put into a drawing to win
grants to be used for supplies or needs for their classrooms.
Unfortunately, due to COVID-19, it was necessary for classes to
become virtual, and we could not deliver the grants. Once in-person
classes started again, we were able to get the checks to these
amazing teachers so they could put the grants to good use.

Gran/ Winner.

        Big Walnut High School

         Big Walnut Middle School

        General Rosecrans Elementary

Check out Big Walnut Education Foundation’s Facebook page to see
pictures of the winning teachers and their students during the letter
writing campaign.

The Big Walnut Education Foundation is dedicated to providing
grants and scholarships that benefit our students. Each year the
foundation accepts applications and awards scholarships to Big
Walnut graduating seniors, as well as continuing education
scholarships to past Big Walnut graduates.

For more information on donating to the foundation or applying for
scholarships, please visit our website at
www.bigwalnuteducationfoundation.org.
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Now it’s on to the winter sports season, and
back to more uncertainty.  On Friday,
November 20, 2020, the Ohio Capital
Conference (OCC) voted to delay ALL OCC
contests through December 17, 2020, due to
COVID-19 related concerns.  The OCC will be
meeting at a later time to discuss any further
delays or whether to begin play on December
18.  A majority of the 32 OCC schools are
located within Franklin County, which is
currently purple under the State Department
of Health COVID-19 county level system.  The
Franklin County Health Department has
issued a 28-day stay-at-home advisory to
align with the purple status.  We certainly
understand the urgency of the OCC to make
this decision to meet the needs of our
partner schools.

In Delaware County, more specifically Big
Walnut Local Schools, we are fortunate to
have had only a limited number of COVID-19
cases. Additionally, the Delaware General
Health District (DGHD) is not seeing
significant school spread in our district. As of
now, Governor DeWine, the Ohio High School
Athletic Association, and the DGHD have
approved winter sports to move forward as
planned.

love to do.  All teams played a full
schedule, which was in jeopardy for
most of the fall season.   When looking
at the playing surface, it looked so
normal, but everything else looked so
much different.  

A big part of the high school
experience is not only getting the
opportunity to play with your peers,
but also getting to attend games, be a
part of the student section, and cheer
on the team at homecoming.  It is sad
that not all of our students had the
option to experience high school
athletics as fans this season.

I am grateful for our supportive
community, band members and
directors, athletes, parents,  and
coaches.  It took us as a team to get
through the fall season.
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The fall athletic
season was a
success.  Our
student-athletes
had the
opportunity to
compete with
their peers and
do what they 

need requested each week since September

During a time when change has been
a constant, one thing that has
remained the same is Big Walnut
Elementary’s desire to light up the
world with kindness.

 The Kids Inspiring Kindness
Campaign (KIKC) launched its second
annual shirt design contest. Students
submitted designs of what kindness
meant to them, then voted on their
favorite. The winning design was
printed on shirts, masks, and gaiters
and sold to raise money for the KIKC
grant program. BWE classrooms will
then use that money to perform acts
of kindness in and around our
community. 

There are already several projects in the
works this year, and many more
opportunities just waiting to be discovered.
These projects not only help individuals and
organizations in need, but also teach our
youngest Eagles some valuable life lessons
along the way.

Head over to the Kids Inspiring Kindness
website for more information on this
amazing initiative, as well as details on the
organizations they were able to help last
school year. The Kids Inspiring Kindness
Campaign, as well as our students, would like
to thank our amazing community for their
support. Let’s create a ripple effect, Big
Walnut! Visit our website at
tinyurl.com/BWEkindness



3 A * (  6



person interactions resulted in a урڿ
decrease in patrons coming into the librar4
facilit4Ѹ ho2everѶ the circulation of librar4
materials is virtuall4 unchanged from last
4earѵ Aside from the dramatic drop in the
spring 2hen 2e 2ere onl4 offering driveҊ
through serviceѶ 2e have e3perienced seven
recordҊbreaking months of circulation this
4earѵ

As the ne2 4ear approachesѶ there is a lot of
concern that спср 2ill be a repeat of this 4earѵ
Just as 2e did not kno2 coronavirus 2as
going to hit in спспѶ 2e cannot predict 2hat
the ne2 4ear 2ill bringѵ RegardlessѶ 2e 2ant
to ensure the librar4 is constantl4 improving
our programs and services and that the4 align
2ith the communit4ҁs needsѵ

One 2a4 that helps us improve is b4 collecting
feedbackѵ To help us gather informationѶ 2e
have compiled a ver4 short list of questions for
communit4 members to ans2erѵ The surve4
can be found at httpѷҝҝfeedbackѵ4ourclѵorgѵ
We 2ould greatl4 appreciate it if 4ou took a
fe2 minutes to go online and complete the
surve4ѵ

As this tempestuous 4ear closesѶ 2e hope
ever4one sta4s health4 and has an enjo4able
holida4 seasonѵ While 2e do not kno2 2hat
lies aheadѶ 2e anticipate the coming 4ear 2ill
be betterѵ With 4our helpful feedbackѶ 2e can
continue to make 4our librar4 e3perience
better in спсрѵ Thank 4ouѵ
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The past 4ear has definitel4 brought
challenges 2e have never e3perienced
beforeѵ At the beginning of the 4earѶ no one
could have predicted 2hat a2aited usѵ And
2hile there is still a lot of uncertaint4 about
the future as cases of coronavirus continue to
peakѶ there is also a lot of optimism as
treatments improve and vaccines are on the
hori5onѵ

At the Communit4 Librar4 in Sunbur4Ѷ 2e
have been impressed 2ith ho2 bus4 2e
remained throughout the 4earѵ Limiting inҊ



Thi. fall .eme./erѶ Big Waln0/ High School җBWHSҘ
cond0c/ed /he Sages and Seekers program for /he fir./
/imeѶ 2hich i. .pon.ored b4 /he Dela2are Co0n/4
Helplineѵ  Sage. җ.enior. in /he comm0ni/4Ҙ 2ere placed
2i/h Seeker. җhigh .chool ./0den/.Ҙ for a .e1enҊ2eek
program /ha/ foc0.ed on b0ilding empa/h4 and
rela/ion.hip. /hro0gh /he po2er of con1er.a/ionѵ 

Thi. 2a. /he fir./ /ime /he program 2a. r0n рппڿ
1ir/0all4 beca0.e of /he pandemicѵ  Ama5ing bond. 2ere
crea/ed be/2een /he /2o gro0p.ѵ Since /he program 2a.
incredibl4 .0cce..f0l /hi. fallѶ BWHS 2ill be /he onl4  area
high .chool /o cond0c/ /hi. ac/i1i/4 again in /he .econd
.eme./erѵ The goal i. /o replica/e /hi. program on a
larger .cale ne3/ 4earѵ

 I would like to start off b4 sa4ing thank 4ou for making this experience so enjo4able each and ever4 weekǹ I am forever grateful that I was able to hear about 4our
triumphs in lifeǺ as well as 4our strugglesǹ You have helped me reali5e that the best lives are never cookie cutterǹ Normall4 when 4ou ask someone about their proudest
momentǺ the4 skip to the ending where ever4thing worked outǹ When I asked 4ouǺ 4ou were proud of the whole journe4Ǻ even the hard parts and that was something I
alwa4s admired each weekǹ

It seemed like 4our life was one long movieǺ and nothing about it went to a mundane scriptǹ It has helped me to worr4 less and accept things as the4 areǹ You told me one
of the hardest things to do is love 4ourselfǹ I remember listening to 4ou tell me not to let others control m4 happinessǺ which stuck with me as it is something I have done
m4 whole lifeǹ NowǺ I can think of 4ou ever4 time I do something for me without a care in the world for someoneȅs inputǹ Although I am sad our Zoom calls each week are
overǺ I am full of blissful memories that I cannot thank 4ou enough forǹ Thank 4ou for explaining to me the whimsical magical feeling that 4our life wasǺ and I will alwa4s
look for Ȇwhere the fairies danced in the sunriseȇ just as 4ou did as a childǹ

All proper/ie. in a co0n/4 are re1ie2ed e1er4 /hree 4ear.
b4 /he co0n/4 a0di/or /o de/ermine if /he marke/ 1al0e of
proper/4 in /he co0n/4 i. being /a3ed a/ a fair amo0n/ѵ
The.e co0n/4 a0di/or re1ie2. are called /he .e3ennial
reapprai.alѶ or /he /riennial 0pda/eѶ 2hich .e/. 2ha/ /he
co0n/4 .ho2. a. a proper/4ҁ. fair marke/ 1al0eѵ Dela2are
Co0n/4 j0./ 2en/ /hro0gh /he /riennial 0pda/e d0ring
спспѶ 2hich affec/. /a3 bill. for спсрѵ  Proper/4 /a3e. are
no/ paid on marke/ 1al0eѶ b0/ on /he ҂a..e..ed 1al0eѶ҃
2hich in Ohio i. тфڿ of a proper/4ҁ. fair marke/ 1al0eѵ

Under./and /ha/ /he .chool di./ric/ i. no/ /he onl4 p0blic
en/i/4 /o 2hich 4o0r proper/4 /a3e. goѵ  Proper/4 o2ner.
2ho li1e in /he Di./ric/ al.o pa4 proper/4 /a3e. /o co0n/4
heal/h depar/men/.Ѷ a park di./ric/Ѷ fire depar/men/.Ѷ
and /o2n.hip.Ѷ /o name a fe2ѵ  Big Waln0/ re.iden/. in
o0r 1illage. and /o2n.hip. pa4 .imilar /a3e. /o /he.e
en/i/ie.ѵ  The /able /o /he righ/ pro1ide. a fe2 e3ample.
of /he millage di./rib0/ion in /a3ing di./ric/.ѵ
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We hope /hi. ha. pro1ided 4o0 2i/h a be//er 0nder./anding of 4o0r /a3e.ѵ  If 4o0 ha1e
f0r/her q0e./ion. regarding 4o0r /a3 billѶ 4o0 can reach o0/ /o /he Dela2are Co0n/4
A0di/or a/ a0di/orҽcoѵdela2areѵohѵ0. or җцупҘ чттҊсшппѵ I am al.o happ4 /o an.2er
an4 q0e./ion.ѵ Plea.e con/ac/ me a/ jerem4b0.kirkҽb2l.ѵne/ or җцупҘ шхфҊтпрпѵ

E1en /ho0gh bo/h age gro0p. enjo4ed /he e3perienceѶ /he le//er belo2Ѷ 2ri//en b4 one BWHS ./0den/Ѷ e3plain. /o her Sage 2h4 /heir in/erac/ion
mean/ .o m0ch /o herѶ and ho2 i/ 2ill ha1e a la./ing effec/ on her lifeѵ


