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Our mission is to inspire and guide each student to his or her maximum potential.
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A MESSAGE FROM SUPERINTENDENT ANGIE POLLOCK

NEW HIGH SCHOOL & ELEMENTARY SCHOOL SITE

At the June 21, 2018 meeting, the Big Walnut Local Schools Board of Education approved a

contract to purchase 97 acres behind Kintner Parkway in Sunbury for the new high school and

elementary school.  The land was selected based upon criteria determined in conjunction with our

Facilities Committee (the rubric can be found on our website in archived news from January- Land

Criteria Rubric).  We appreciate everyone’s patience as we reviewed alternatives in search of a

parcel that was centrally located with access to utilities.  We also had to carefully consider size,

topography, and the affordability of road access, among other factors.  We are grateful for the 

assistance of our Facilities Committee in helping us determine the important attributes for a site. We are pleased to be able to locate both new 

schools on the same site. By locating the schools on

one site, we will save money with site development.  

We will be having another Live Access call on July 12

at 7:00 p.m. to  share additional information.  You

will be able to join the call via a link on our website,

or simply by answering our autocall if you are a

district parent.  You will have the opportunity to ask

questions regarding the land site.  We will also be

discussing some early design ideas and asking for

feedback.  Stay tuned for more information! 

Our next issue will be dedicated to the start of our

2018-2019 school year and will include information

for the new year. Enjoy the rest of your summer! 
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WANT TO KNOW MORE?
JULY 12, 2018 @ 7:00 P.M.

JOIN OUR LIVE ACCESS CALL 
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Lifelong Learning
Albert Einstein said, “intellectual growth should commence at birth and cease only at death.” Lifelong learning is one of the Community Library’s

core service areas.  Continually learning and exploring throughout life makes the human experience more enjoyable and fulfilling.  The library

starts working with patrons at an early age, encouraging them to dive into their curiosities and to discover new and exciting worlds through

reading and other activities.   

While our youth programs are some of our most visible, we also offer a wide range of services for adults to promote learning beyond the school

years.  The library offers many classes and workshops throughout the year for adults.  Some of our most popular programs include our yoga and

tai chi classes, book discussion groups, art and writing groups, and informational seminars.  For a current list of library programs, visit

events.yourcl.org. 

The library also offers several online classes for individuals wanting to explore topics or learn new skills.  Gale Courses offers online courses

through a network of colleges.  Lynda.com offers online training related to business and technology.  Mango Languages is an online source for

foreign language instruction.  To view all our online learning resources, visit databases.yourcl.org.  Once at the database page, you can easily

narrow the list to lifelong learning resources. 

Some patrons cannot make it into the library due to health or other circumstances.  For this reason, the Community Library offers outreach

services to area senior facilities as well as homebound individuals.  Each month staff and volunteers deliver hundreds of books to senior

facilities.  Many more books are delivered to individuals in the community.  The library wants to ensure that people have access to materials to

keep them engaged and growing, despite any physical limitations.  If you or someone you know needs such services, please contact us at

outreach@yourcl.org. 

If you have any questions or comments about lifelong learning or any of the above services, feel free to contact the Community Library in

Sunbury at 740-965-3901 or info@yourcl.org.   

Chauncey Montgomery 

Director/Fiscal Director 
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Facilities Team Member Spotlight 
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Site for New Schools

Design team hard at work
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Big Walnut 
Intermediate 

Gary Hankins 

Kate Thoma

General 
Rosecrans 
Elementary

Mee t  Ou r  N ew  P r i n c i pa l s
Hometown:  I was born in Southpoint, Ohio, but

grew up and went to school in Whitehall. 

Education: I graduated from Capital University

with a 1-8 teaching license, then earned my

Master’s degree from The Ohio State University in

administration. 

Family Stats: I’ve been married to my wife Kristin

for 15 years this July.  We have two children;  Brock

is 11 years old, and London is 7 years old.   

Hobbies: We travel to Myrtle Beach every summer.

My wife has been going to Myrtle Beach since she

was 4 years old, so I guess you could say one of my

hobbies is traveling to the same beach every

summer.  I also love to read and enjoy action

movies.  

Hometown: Bowling Green, Ohio  

Education: I graduated from Bowling Green State

University with a degree in Special Education, then

from Ashland University for my Master’s in

Curriculum and Instruction. I also took additional

coursework from Ashland to obtain my PK-3

teaching and principal’s licenses. 

Family Stats: I have three amazing children. My

daughter Allie is 9 and will be in third grade this

year. I also have twin boys, Jace and Jax, who are 6

and will be in first grade. Most of my family is back

home in Bowling Green, but my brother lives in

Columbus with his family, so we spend time with

them whenever we can. 

Hobbies: I love to read! I will read just about

anything, but I try to switch between something for

fun and something for learning. I also like  to cook

new meals after sifting through Pinterest for new

recipes. One of these days my kids will be brave

enough to try my creations! 

What does #InspireAndGuide mean to you? Our

responsibility as educators is to engage and

properly challenge our students.  When the level of

challenge is appropriate, students will need

guidance so they develop perseverance and grit.  I

love this quote from the book Future Driven, “Don’t

drag your students through a curriculum.  Invite

them to come along with you for a shared journey

of discovery.”  In other words, educators should

“Inspire and Guide” their students!  

Anything else you'd like our families to know? 

I spent six years teaching at Big Walnut Middle

School (now BWI) when it was a 6th-8th grade

building.  It was a great experience both

professionally and personally.  I feel blessed to be

back and look forward to working with the

community to make BWI a better place.  

What does #InspireAndGuide mean to you?  

To inspire and guide children is at the core of what

I believe is best for all kids. I love that students are

able to study their passions and use the design

process to create new ideas with the guidance and

support of a teacher. I believe this allows us to

provide students with the insights to be

independent, lifelong learners and future-ready

students. I’m looking forward to seeing all of the

outstanding work that has already been done at

Big Walnut and am eager to be a part of embracing

the 2020 Vision for all of our students. 

Anything else you'd like our families to know?

My door is always open for students, staff and

families. I’m really looking forward to building

strong, trusting relationships both in the building

and in the community. When you are in GRE or see

me around town, please feel free to introduce

yourself and tell me your favorite thing about Big

Walnut! I can’t wait to join this amazing district. 
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Serving Those who Serve Our Nation
In an effort to better support students of

military members in our community, Big

Walnut Local Schools continues to identify

and inform teachers of the military-connected

students in their classrooms and the special

considerations and resources they should

receive. Each building has a military liaison

that serves as the direct point of contact for

their military-connected families. 

 In recognizing this work, we are proud to

have four out of our seven schools designated

by the state of Ohio as Purple Star Award

buildings.  Only 85 schools in the state have

received this designation at this time.   

As part of this initiative, the district maintains

a webpage as part of the main website to

provide resources for military families.  That

page can be viewed at

http://www.bwls.net/MilitaryResources.aspx.

 Families are encouraged to contact the

building military liaison with any questions

regarding Big Walnut Military Families and the

support that our schools can provide.   

Assistant
Superintendent 

Mark Cooper
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