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Our mission is to inspire and guide each student to his or her maximum potential.

ANGIE POLLOCK
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The Eagle Examiner 
B I G  W A L N U T  L O C A L  S C H O O L S

A MESSAGE FROM OUR SUPERINTENDENT:

@angiepollockBW @AngiePollock2

Happy February!  Despite winter weather challenges and a bad flu season, our students are finding a lot 
of success this winter, both academically and athletically.  It is hard to believe that spring is just around 
the corner and soon we will be watching our Class of 2018 receive their diplomas! 

Since the passage of the November ballot issue, we have been hard at work with the planning stage 
of our building projects. This can be a time when it may appear from the outside that not much is getting done, but we are working hard on a 
number of things, none of which could be started until a ballot issue was passed to provide funds for: 

Throughout all of this work, we are relying heavily on our community-based Facilities Committee. They are especially helpful right now with 
identifying attributes of land for the new high school and in interviewing architectural firms. We will be using this newsletter and a new page on our 
website (www.bwls.net) to keep the community informed on our construction projects. 

While the construction work remains a top priority, our primary focus continues to be inspiring and guiding each student to his or her maximum 
potential.  We work each year to refine and improve the quality of education in our schools as we work toward our 2020 Vision to PERSONALIZE 
INSTRUCTION, ENGAGE STUDENTS, and GROW MINDS. For example, we are working to more clearly define college and career “Areas of Focus” for 
students within our course catalog and are continually looking for ways to integrate curriculum in real-life experiences.  See our “Areas of Focus” 
article on page two and our 2020 Vision feature on our Materials Engineering course on page six for more information on these efforts. 

Thank you for supporting our schools. Without the help of our great community, we would not be able to continue to improve every day. We work 
hard to make sure our schools reflect our Big Walnut community and make all of us proud each day. 

Purchase of Land– We are narrowing down land sites that align with our rubric of needs that was developed in collaboration with the our 
Facilities Committee (addressing items such as sewer capacity, central location in the district, and size). The land site will drive the design of the 
physical building footprint, parking and athletic spaces. 
Hiring of Architects– We are pleased to announce that we have selected TRIAD Architects to complete the design work for our secure vestibules 
in our older buildings. At the time of publication, we were finalizing the hiring of a firm to design our new buildings. We hope to be able to 
announce our selection soon! Once this occurs, we can form student, staff, and community committees and put timelines and plans into place to 
ensure that we stay on time and within budget on the projects. 
Hiring of Construction Manager at Risk- We are currently accepting responses to our Request for Qualifications for a construction manager at 
risk. You can find this posting at www.bwls.net. 
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Message from the Board

The Big Walnut Board of Education 
spends much of its time together 
keeping up with growth and better 
preparing students for their futures 
with the Big Walnut 2020 Vision.  But 
always at the back of our minds is our 
history, and fostering the nature of 
what is still a close-knit community. 
 Among the five board members, our 
children are either Big Walnut students 
or graduates.  New member Doug 
Crowl is a graduate of Big Walnut and 
currently has grandchildren who are 
Big Walnut students.  More than most 
places I can think of in Ohio, Big 
Walnut does a good job of mixing old 
and new. 

In terms of building a new high school, 
we will remember the value of a dollar. 
We are also going to learn as much as 
we can from 20 years worth of new 
school construction in Ohio that was 
kicked off by DeRolph v. State of Ohio 
in 1997.  The Ohio School Facilities 
Commission has stated there were 
1,180 new or renovated buildings in 
that period of time.   

Our goal is to prepare students for life after high school. With this in mind, the following 
statistics are very important to consider: 

Big Walnut feels obligated to address these issues so that our students don’t become a 
statistic. By allowing students to explore their interests and possible college and career 
pathways during their K-12 experience, we hope to reduce the uncertainty upon 
graduation and prepare students for a successful transition into life after high school. In 
order to aid in this endeavor, we have categorized all of our high school course offerings 
into the Areas of Study document that is now included in our course handbook. The 
purpose of this new document and the categorization of our courses is to help students 
and families guide their course selections around possible areas of interest. 

Between our architect and civil engineer working with us 
locally, as well as visits that staff will be making to other 
communities that have recently built new high schools, I’m 
excited about what we can achieve for students and the rest of 
our community for years to come.  

We continue to invite community members to become 
involved, whether through our Facilities Committee or the 
community book study of                                                          
                                                    There will also be ways for 
residents to be involved in the design process phase.  This is 
important as we need these buildings to reflect Big Walnut’s 
needs.  You can look up the email addresses of any of the 
board members at http://www.bwls.net/BoardOfEducation.aspx 
and write us. 

Finally, I would like to thank Jeff Wilson, who recently 

Most Likely to Succeed: Preparing  
Our Kids for the Innovation Era.

completed 30 years of public service 
when he officially retired Jan. 31 as the 
Chief of the Berkshire, Sunbury, 
Trenton & Galena Fire District (BSTG). 
 Chief Wilson helped to lay the 
groundwork a few years ago for 
routine meetings among elected 
leaders from the six townships, two 
villages, BSTG, the school district and 
the county. This Economic 
Development Committee has been a 
good way to compare notes and build 
bridges. What’s more, the turnout for 
Chief Wilson’s retirement party was a 
good reminder to me of how many 
among Central Ohio law enforcement 
or firefighter-EMTs choose to make 
their homes in Big Walnut. 

Sincerely, 

Andy Wecker 
President Big Walnut Board of 
Education

About 80% of students in the United States change their college major at least 
once, according to the National Center for Education Statistics.  
On average, college students change their major at least three times over the 
course of their college careers.  
With an ever increasing number of different career choices, approximately 30% 
of the total workforce will now change jobs every 12 months.

Preparing Our Students for Life After High School

Jen Young 
Director of 
Academic 
Achievement
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Jeremy Buskirk 
Treasurer

Do you ever wish you 
had a crystal ball?  I am 
sure it would come in 
handy for all of us in  

our personal lives, and with the many 
variables that need to be accounted for 
in a school district, there are times it 
would be beneficial.  Unfortunately, this 
is not the way things work in life, and we 
all do our best to plan and research in 
order to make informed decisions. 

As we plan and monitor our finances, we 
have to continually be aware of federal, 
state, and local forces, such as the 
economy, mandates, compliance, and 
population growth.  A tool that school 
districts in Ohio, including Big Walnut, 
use is the Five-Year Forecast (“the 
forecast”).  A lot of research, thought, and 
analysis goes into the preparation of the 
forecast to allow our district to monitor 
the current year as well as plan for future 
years. The forecast is the basis for setting 
our budget each year and the source for 

making adjustments to our spending. 
With the many external forces that can 
affect both revenues and expenditures, I 
like to say that it is a living document, 
which we are continually monitoring 
and adjusting when new information 
becomes available. These are the times 
when a glimpse into the future would 
be nice. 

The forecast accounts for our major 
sources of revenue, which are real 
estate property taxes, public 
utility personal property taxes (PUPP), 
state property tax allocations, income 
taxes, state funding, and other revenues. 
 On the expenditure side, we account 
for major expenditures including 
personnel services, benefits, purchased 
services, supplies, capital outlays, and 
others.  In the coming months, I will dig 
deeper into many of the revenue and 
expenditure items and hopefully give 
you a better understanding of school 
finance. 

Kelly Wildermuth 
Hylen Souders 
Elementary 
Second Grade

2020 Vision 
Teacher Testimonials

Christy Bryant 
General Rosecrans 
Elementary 
Third Grade

Student of the month: KC 
Ciallella from Big Walnut High 

School is pictured with his family 
and Board member Mindy Meyer.

Student of the month:  Alexa Morris 
from Big Walnut Elementary is 

pictured with her family and Board 
Vice President Brad Schneider.

Student of the month: Andy Cornejo 
from Hylen Souders Elementary is 
pictured with his family and Board 

member Allison Fagan.

Artist of the month: Marin Johnston 
from Big Walnut Elementary is pictured 

with her family and Board Vice 
President Brad Schneider.

Artist of the month: Remy 
Largent from Hylen Souders 

Elementary is pictured with her 
family and Board Member 

Allison Fagan.

Artists of the month:  Lindsay Hill and 
Christopher Zaragoza from Big Walnut 

High School are pictured with Board 
Member Mindy Meyer. 

Each child who enters my room 
has his or her own unique skills, 
talents, and learning styles.  Big 
Walnut's 2020 Vision allows me to 
create an environment where 
learning is personalized so that 
students can be taught at their own 
levels with their individual interests 
in mind.  Students are able to make 
real-world connections and show 
what they know in a variety of ways, 
which ultimately makes learning 
more meaningful and engaging.  I'm 
hopeful that students leave at the 
end of the year with more than the 
content. It's my wish that they also 
have the ability to problem-solve, 
communicate, and collaborate with 
others, so that they can grow as well- 
rounded individuals.  I am thankful to 
be a part of Big Walnut's 2020 Vision 
and am excited to see the positive 
impact it has on the future leaders in 
my classroom.  

The Big Walnut 2020 Vision
positively allows all students to be
provided with the tools to be
successful, in and out of the
classroom. The implementation of
the 2020 Vision supports all teachers
in meeting each student’s individual
needs through the personalization of
learning- especially in small, guided
instructional groups at the
elementary level. The students are
motivated and engaged in their
learning, through student
choices that the 2020 Vision
promotes. As educators in Big Walnut
Schools, we are able to assist and
support all students in
developing their learning
preferences, motivators, goals, and
leadership skills. The 2020 Vision is
just one of the reasons I am proud to
work at Big Walnut Schools!

An Introduction to the 
5-Year Forecast 

December & January's 

S T U D E N T S  A N D  A R T I S T S  O F  T H E  M O N T H
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COMMUNITY LIBRARY

Review of 2017

We also got a positive response to special programs such as AARP tax preparation and the performance by the Central Ohio 

Symphony.  Attendance for adult programs increased 37%.  We hope participants’ lives are enriched from these experiences. 

We want our patrons to have access to a diverse collection of materials for enjoyment as well as for educational and personal 

pursuits.  Physical book circulation increased 11% over the last year, which indicates our collections are meeting user demands.  In 

addition to the increase in print circulation, use of ebooks and digital audiobooks increased 19% and 51% respectively.  More patrons 

are becoming aware of the free ebooks and other online content available through the library. 

Life can get busy with the demands of family, work, and school.  We want access to the library to be as convenient as possible.  At the 

beginning of 2017, we opened the drive-through to make it easier for patrons to pick up materials.  With the assistance of the 

Community Library Foundation, we installed 24/7 lockers on the exterior of the building, so patrons can pick up items when we are 

closed.  We introduced self-checkout, which provides greater privacy and eliminates the need to wait in line when borrowing 

items. We also implemented self-registration, giving new patrons the convenience of applying for membership online. 

As we strive to provide exceptional services, we want the library to be a welcoming space.  As a result of the renovation and addition, 

we are now able to offer ample space for the community.  With expanded meeting room space and group study rooms, we can 

accommodate multiple groups of all sizes.  We also overhauled our wireless network in the library, making it stronger and seamless, 

so patrons can get a fantastic signal anywhere in the building.  Internet use at the library doubled in 2017. 

Overall, 2017 was one of our most successful years.  With the changes to the library, growth in the community, and our commitment 

to providing excellent service, this is an exciting time in the Community Library’s history.  We can only expect our current services to 

improve and new services to manifest as we go into the future.  For more information about the library, visit https://www.yourcl.org. 

If you have any questions or comments about the library, feel free to contact us at 740-965-3901 or info@yourcl.org. 

      

The past year has been an exciting one for the Community Library in Sunbury. 

With a 35% growth in library visits, we had one of our busiest years on record. 

Throughout the year, we focused on four areas of service, namely enriching 

programs, diverse collections, convenient access, and welcoming space. 

As we develop programs, we align them with the needs and interests of the 

community, with an emphasis on lifelong learning. The response to our 

programs has been strong.  Storytime participation and visits from the local 

schools helped grow children’s program attendance by 15%.  Adult programs, 

especially health and wellness programs, have been well-attended.
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SUNBURY/ BIG WALNUT AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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SPOTLIGHT  OF  THE  MONTH

2020 VISION
The basic idea behind the new Materials Engineering class is 
for students to learn a variety of concepts and theories in 
physics and math. These students then have the opportunity 
to practice these concepts in the Industrial Technology 
Laboratory. The class reaches students with a hands-on 
approach, emphasizing the learning material to be obtained. 
Students follow a flexible schedule in the morning where they 
attend classes in science (taught by Charlie Smith), math 
(taught by Ben Steele) , and Wood Technology (taught by Alan 
Frank).  With having such a flexible schedule, each day looks 
different depending on the different projects, learning 
objectives, and needs of the students. 

Students have been able to learn concepts and develop 
a better understanding through project-based learning. An 
example was when students learned about circuits 
and designed a "study guide board” for different classes. 
These boards are designed in a way that if a student selects 
the right answer for a question, a light turns on and a buzzer 
is sounded.  The students in this first-year program have 
really enjoyed the interactive and engaging approach.  A 
Technical Writing class, which will be worth an English credit, 
will be added to the program next year. 

Students designed and built toy trains for our 
Big Walnut preschoolers, then delivered them 

before the holidays. 

While standardized test scores 
are not the only measure of 
success, we love how this 

graphic shows the relationship 
between reading and 

academic success. Read with 
your child today!
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BIG WALNUT LOCAL SCHOOLS: STUDENT RAGE PAGE
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BIG WALNUT LOCAL SCHOOLS: STUDENT RAGE PAGE
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A Look Inside 
Our STEM Nights

At Big Walnut Elementary, everyone worked together to solve the 
mystery of the sudden disappearance of Harry the Eagle. Thanks 

to the amazing talents of our BWE C.S.I. (Curious STEM 
Investigators),  the case has been closed and our beloved eagle 
has been returned.  Investigators solved puzzles and collected 

clues which lead to the culprit. 

This family at Hylen Souders Elementary is making DIY harmonicas out of 
popsicle sticks, rubber bands and straws, while other students are 

expressing their creativity with edible materials. 

This family at General Rosecrans Elementary was trying to figure out 
how many drops of water can go on a penny, and these boys were 

enjoying constructing Hot Wheels tracks.

Mom and dad helped their little ones build a robot at Harrison  
Street Elementary. In the gym, parents and students were asked to

make a strong house out of popsicle sticks that would be able to survive
the "earthquake."  

At Big Walnut Intermediate, the night highlighted science fair 
experiments and demonstrations and experiment stations from Big Walnut 

High School Science Club and Otterbein Women of Engineering Association. 
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