
B I G  W A L N U T  L O C A L  S C H O O L S

Now that the leaves are falling, you can catch a glimpse of our new buildings

taking form as you drive north of Sunbury on State Route 61.  Recently, I had

the rewarding opportunity to tour the new campus with our Facilities

Committee, the group that helped us determine facility needs back in 2015. 

Our group initially met that fall to analyze enrollment projections and a

community survey, evaluate assessments on current facilities, determine what

new facilities we would need in the coming decade and what fixes would be

needed at existing buildings.  This committee saved the District thousands of

dollars by donating their expertise to help us make decisions that support our

community’s vision for our students.  They continue to assist us as we work

through the construction process. 

 

As superintendent, I am thankful for the ongoing support of this community

and the service and dedication of our many community advisory groups,

including the Facilities Committee.  As I mentioned in a previous edition, we

would not be able to do the work that we do for our students without the

countless volunteer hours given by these committee members.  As we set,

monitor, and evaluate our district goals, we also include input from groups

such as our Academic Advisory Council, our Safety Committee, and our

Finance Committee, just to name a few.  Keeping the pulse of our community’s

wants in our planning continues to be a priority for us.

 

I hope you have a relaxing Thanksgiving with your loved ones, and that you are

able to reflect with great gratitude.  As a school community, we have much to

be thankful for this year, including the wonderful staff members who work

daily to inspire and guide our students.  Thank you to all of the adults in this

district who make this an awesome place to raise our families.



demonstration of those behaviors. We are
conducting forms of these programs at
every level in the District. 
 
Additionally, we have invested in additional
staff support to make more resources
available to our kids who are struggling
with a variety of mental health issues. Even
in a relatively safe community like ours, the
adage is true that everyone is fighting a
battle you know nothing about. 
 
My hope is that these enhanced efforts help
our students find more ways to stand tall in
the face of abuses like hazing. I also hope
our efforts help our students make better
decisions when they are presented with
real or perceived authority over others. 
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horribly sad tale of a family that lost a son
and a brother. It is also the story of how far
evil can go when it’s presented under a veil
of friendship and trust. 
 
The work of The Dispatch reinforces for me
how important the efforts in our District are
to increase our support of the mental
health development of our students, along
with their academic growth.
 
This world is way different than the one I
grew up in. The pace of communication and
the visibility into all aspects of our lives can
be daunting. The power to hurt is magnified
by technology and a decreasing level of
decorum in our society.
 
Our PBIS (Positive Behavior and
Intervention Supports) program is the
fundamental layer of strategy to encourage
positive behaviors and reward the

Last week, The Columbus Dispatch published a series
of videos and stories related to the challenges with
hazing that have tragically impacted Ohio University.

If you haven’t had a chance to explore the articles
and videos, I would encourage you to do so. It's the

I was invited by a student to meet
with Natalie Siclair’s 4th grade
STEM class at Harrison Street
Elementary. He and his classmates
had recently learned about the
devastating effect development
can have on indigenous animal
species both during and after
construction on a job site.

Our conversation, centered around the creation of a
safe area to provide food and water for the
indigenous animals on our new school site, included
the following questions:

How are we going to take care of animals on
the new schools site?
Is there water and/or food on the site for
animals?
What can we do?

I was pleased to share with the students that our
new school site will have multiple bio-diverse
environments that will support various animal
species including birds, bugs, snakes, squirrels,
foxes, deer and other woodland and prairie species.

A few of the landscape features that
support this diversity include the following:

Wooded Preserve: The site design
preserves an 11-acre stand that is
over 100 years old and is primarily
hardwood/deciduous trees and
undergrowth. This preserve is located
on the southwest corner of the school
site behind the new Prairie Run
Elementary. 

Prairie "Fields":  There are 4
detention pond areas encompassing
approximately 7 acres on the
completed site design. The ponds
serve to detain and treat the storm
water run-off that occurs during rain
events.  These areas can hold water
up to 48 hours after a significant
event. In order to further enhance and
create both visual and biodiversity
opportunities on the site, the District
has partnered with the Newark, Ohio
office of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

 

Service (USFWS) to create a Learning
Land Lab that will be planted with
the help of students. The Land Lab
will afford learning both from
science-based curriculum, as well as
opportunities for art, math, health
sciences and others.

Watch for more information regarding the
USFW Learning Lab on our website and in
future Eagle Examiner articles.



2020 VISION
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This past month, professors and students from Otterbein
University worked with Hylen Souders Elementary 4th grade
students on coding and circuits.
 
Jordan Blosser, Hylen Souders STEM teacher, worked at
Otterbein’s summer STEM camp this summer, which helped
make this partnership possible. 
 
Two hands-on experiences allowed students to fully engage
and experience 21st-century learning.
 
For one activity, 4th graders worked in pairs to complete
circuits of varying difficulty levels with guidance from the
Otterbein students.
 
For the other activity, students used their coding skills to
"program" their partner to reach a designated location within
the classroom. It took a lot of trial and error, but in the end,
students learned that instructions needed to be very specific
for the computer program to function correctly. 
 
The students' experiences align with our 2020 Vision as they
received personalized learning in an engaging environment,
while also creating, collaborating, communicating and thinking
critically. Immersing students in a relevant learning
environment equips them with skills that will help them to be
successful in the 21st century.

BOND MILLAGE RATES

CONTINUE TO FALL BELOW

BALLOT AMOUNT

Two years ago, our community approved a ballot
issue of 7.85 mills, which included 6.60 mills for a
bond issue and 1.25 mills for a permanent
improvement levy.  Construction on Prairie Run
Elementary School is well underway and
construction on the new high school has also
begun.  We are excited that we will have these
facilities in the coming years and appreciate our
community's commitment to providing for the
needs of our students.

To pay for the costs of construction, the District prepared a funding
strategy to take into account estimated growth in property values with new
families moving into our District and a plan of finance that phased in bond-
issued debt in several offerings instead of all at once.  In the spring of 2019,
we had our third debt offering to complete our financing plan and were
pleased to be able to obtain lower rates than we had originally anticipated
in our funding plan.
 
As the graph below shows, there will be an increase in our rates in 2020 as
was originally shared in 2017, but with lower interest rates and increasing
property valuation, we anticipate being able to have a slightly more
gradual phase-in period and anticipate being at or under our target millage
rates.  While we have now completed the financing phase of our
construction projects, we will continue to work hard to be good stewards
of the funds we are given and only collect the amounts that are necessary
to pay for our investment in facilities.
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The Community Library in Sunbury would like to
sincerely thank voters in the Big Walnut area for
supporting the renewal of the library’s one-mill
operating levy. With your support, we are able to
continue our efforts in enhancing and growing our
programs and services to meet the needs of the
community.
 
Over the past several months, what impressed us
most while we were out informing voters about
this critical levy renewal, were the countless
stories folks shared in regard to how the library
has made a difference in their lives. While some
may look at the approval of the levy as the bigger
success, what is more important is how the library
impacts the lives of individuals and families.

The approval of the levy is a direct result of our
relationship with the community. Through
partnerships and friendships, we are able to listen
and respond more effectively to needs in the Big
Walnut area.  And while we greatly appreciate
your financial support, we are even more grateful
for the relationship we have with the community,
and we look forward to continuing to serve you as
we go forward.
 
Before I close, I want to offer a thanks to all the
campaign volunteers, especially R. Allan Balian,
the treasurer, and Crystal Mazza, the chair, who
worked ceaselessly to get the word out.



Artifacts and Stories from the Red Edwards' Big Walnut Museum
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With the BWHS band's competition success this year, let's take a look back at a
highlight from a previous band booster fundraiser. This month's artifact is the
1972 Band Boosters birthday calendars. This fundraiser allowed community

members to put their birthday on the calendar
for $1.
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Last month, we shared that we were able to
add some additional mental health and nurse
supports at Big Walnut this year. These
additions were made possible by new state
funds that must be used specifically for health
and wellness. Adding these supports was an
easy decision for two reasons.  First, mental
health and nursing support were discussed by
our District Safety Committee and were
determined to be a priority for the District.

Second, our district is well below the recommended staffing for
these two areas.
 
When considering nurse supports, the US Department of Health
and Human Services, American Academy of Pediatrics, and the
National Association of School Nurses have all recommended a
student-to-nurse ratio of 750:1. The unfortunate realization in Big
Walnut is that we have had one district nurse for the past nine
years.  By adding a second nurse to our district this year, we are
now at a student-to-nurse ratio of approximately 2000:1.  There is
still support that needs to be added to meet the above
recommendations, but current levels of district funding do not
provide for a sustained commitment to recommended levels of
staffing.   
 
We are very thankful for our district nurse, Megan Truax, who has
filled the role for the past nine years. She has made a huge impact
on our kids, staff, and families with her commitment to supporting
their health and well-being. Our newly added school nurse, Dawn
Boehm, has already had a great effect in our schools, and we
appreciate all she does to coordinate support with Megan. We look
forward to the work that these two will continue to do at Big
Walnut in the years to come.

A day for a school nurse at Big Walnut is a busy one.  We are the primary
medical resource for students and staff during the school day. Day-to-day
responsibilities within the clinic include treating illnesses and injuries and
administering medications. We complete state-mandated screenings for
vision and hearing and immunization record reviews and reporting. In our
role, we collaborate, create, and distribute medical care plans.  We attend
to our medically-fragile students, such as those that have diabetes,
epilepsy, life-threatening allergies and asthma.  The school nurse is
responsible for training staff on emergency procedures-- such as how to
perform CPR, how to properly use the AED, and how to administer
emergency medications and first aid. School nurses are responsible for
development of policies, programs, and procedures for the provision of
school health services at an individual or district level.  We collaborate
with local health departments and medical services to provide
immunization clinics and dental services. It is our goal to keep our
students safe, healthy and ready to learn.
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FOCUS ON STUDENT WELLNESS

October's STUDENTS & ARTISTS OF THE MONTH



The funds from the walk go to Best Buddies International, which is a program that empowers people with intellectual and developmental
disabilities by helping them form meaningful friendships with their peers, secure successful jobs, live independently, improve public speaking,
develop self-advocacy and communication skills, and feel valued by society. Our participants were able to meet Derek Dietrich from the
Cincinnati Reds and his Best Buddy Teddy Kremer through the organization’s Citizens program. Our Chapter also enjoyed a “Spooktacular” get
together where we played Spooky Charades and made edible haunted houses.

The Big Walnut High
School Best Buddies
Chapter has started
the year strong. The
students have made
new friendship
matches and are
having a blast with
their buddies. In

October, a few of the chapter members
participated in the Best Buddies
Friendship Walk.  The Friendship Walk in
Ohio had over 30 teams participate and
raised over $53,000. 
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