
B I G  W A L N U T  L O C A L  S C H O O L S

I hope you all had an amazing
summer. We are so excited to welcome
our students to the 2019-2020 school
year! This is sure to be a great year as
we inspire and guide each student to
his or her maximum potential. 

due dates, Facebook for pictures from school events, etc.).  In response to that feedback, Big Walnut is now using Schoology as a “digital
backpack” to streamline communication and help students stay organized and keep parents informed. Schoology provides a centralized place
for staff, students, and parents to communicate, access assignments, and receive school and class updates. After you sign up, you can
download the free app! As a parent, you will be able to:

View your child’s activity within the platform
Send messages to teachers
View due dates and events on the calendar
Receive school newsletters
Find important class information
And much more!

This school year, students and parents will check PowerSchool for grades and
use Schoology for everything else. Parents will receive Parent Access Codes
soon. More information, including step-by-step instructions, a tutorial video
and upcoming trainings, can be found on our website. We look forward to using
Schoology to enhance connectivity and communication across the district!

We have received overwhelming feedback in regards to the vast
amount of communication tools being used across our schools; this
led to the difficulty in keeping up to speed with school events and
classwork (i.e. sign up for Remind 101 for announcements and
updates; Google Classroom to turn in assignments, class website for 
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Those of you who know me, know my affinity for
all things Disney, so it was no surprise when I
took a pass on the invitation to go see The Lion
King. My oldest son wore out a DVD of The Lion
King, and I was okay with not reliving those days.

On the radio, I heard a movie critic asked
why they remade the movie. Besides
creating a mountain of cash, the critic said
that a remake sometimes happens when
new technology is available to enhance the
entertainment value of an older movie
with a newer version. 
 
As the world has evolved around movies,
producers had to incorporate new
technologies and processes in order to
meet the demands of a changing audience.
They must use resources they had never
heard of when they were in school.
 
They also had to adapt their strategies to a
new market, where entertainment choices
have to be engaging and personalized in
order to be successful.
 
Disney can remake a movie to take
advantage of new technologies and

changing demands in the world.
Unfortunately, educators don’t get a
chance to do a remake of the education
“movie” for a student.
 
Every year, our District only has one
chance to make a hit; actually 4,000 hits
and counting.
 
Our 2020 Vision is needed to help our
students be as adaptable as successful
filmmakers. Teachers adapt to engage
their audience. They also work, along
with our families, to make the
educational experience personalized for
each student. When we do this together,
our children grow skills to help them
thrive in an uncertain future.
 
Our students will learn the skills to adapt
and thrive in a world where we don’t
know what technology or processes
Disney will have available to remake The
Lion King in 2044.

The start of any new school year brings
with it a sense of new beginnings,
challenges,  opportunities and
excitement for students, staff and their
families.
 
Preparing our buildings for this rush of
energy and activity takes a coordinated

effort between many employees and organizations. This
work aids in meeting the needs of our students and staff,
contributes to the fiscal health of the district and
supports our 2020 Vision for instruction.

Cleaned over 550,000 square feet of building space in
preparation for learning
Maintained over 100 acres of grounds (mowing,
edging, tree trimming, weeding, etc.)
Cleaned thousands of desks, tables and chairs
Inspected and cleaned the food service equipment
according to licensing standards
Repaired and maintained over 35 acres of asphalt
and concrete
Serviced the school bus fleet to ensure all buses
according to inspection standards
Purchased 4 new propane buses (includes buses to
accommodate growth)

Cared for more than 20 varsity, junior
varsity and elementary practice and
general athletic fields (many with the
help of our youth leagues)
Cleaned over 4,000 lockers and cubbies
Inventoried, repaired, and serviced
thousands of student and teacher
Chromebooks, desktop devices and
projectors to enhance student learning

Replaced classroom windows at Hylen
Souders Elementary
Began updating district phone system
to current operational and safety
standards
Replaced and repaired exterior brick
walls at Big Walnut Elementary
Applied over 100 gallons of paint to
building interior areas
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There is always a sense of
anticipation for students,
parents, and school district
personnel at the start of a
new school year.  We were
experiencing this
anticipation on a financial
front as we awaited our
state’s new biennium
budget, which was officially
signed by Governor DeWine 

STATE BUDGET
PROVIDES SLIGHT
INCREASE

on July 17. While no changes were made to the
current funding formula and basic funding is
expected to remain the same as 2017 levels, our
state legislature did recognize that communities
like Big Walnut are growing and need help.  Thus,
the new budget does provide some funding for
fast-growing districts that experienced
enrollment increases between school years 2016
and 2019.  From this, we anticipate receiving
around $230,000 for this school year and
$350,000 next school year from this
supplemental funding.
 
Another initiative in the state budget is
supporting student wellness and success in
schools with funding for wraparound services,
which are not specifically instructional in nature. 
These services include things like mental and
physical health care, services for homeless
youth, mentoring, and professional development
on trauma-informed care or cultural
competence.  While we have already seen the
need to support the mental and physical, as well
as academic needs, of our students and have
been helping at-risk students, we will continue to
work hard to support all of our student needs.  Of
the $675 million allocated over the two-year
budget period, Big Walnut is projected to receive
$145,000 for the current school year and
$205,000 next year to support current and future
initiatives.
 
We appreciate any new resources provided to
our district, but these are in no way enough
funds to eliminate the need for our community's
financial support.  The growth in our community
and school enrollment, as well as rising costs for
goods and services, will continue to put pressure
on our budget.  As such, we will continue to work
hard to stretch our current and new resources for
the good of our students and community.

CHILD CHECK IS AN EDUCATIONAL SCREENING
FOR CHILDREN 3-5. FOR MORE

INFORMATION, GO TO OUR WEBSITE.

2020 VISION
We believe in providing an education that
prepares our students to be successful in
the 21st Century. Employers are looking
for people who are strong communicators,
collaborators, and creative critical
thinkers. In 2015, we rolled-out our 2020
Vision that outlines our goal for all
classrooms to personalize instruction to
fit each student’s needs, engage students
in real world connections, and ensure that
all students are growing academically,
socially, and emotionally. It’s hard to
believe that was almost five years ago, and
here we are, on the precipice of 2020.

As part of our vision:
We are transitioning our classrooms
from traditional learning environments
to collaborative learning spaces with
flexible seating arrangements. 
We are shifting our focus to
communication, collaboration, critical
thinking and creativity over rote
memorization.

We are working towards a
personalized approach, rather than a
one-size-fits-all mentality because not
all students learn the same way, at the
same time.
We are introducing events at every
building that focus on exposing
students to a variety of career options:
Eagle Explorer Days, BWHS Career
Fair,  etc.

Are we there yet? No. Will we ever arrive?
No. We will always push ourselves to be
better for our students each and every
day. We are, however, keenly aware that
2020 is upon us. We are meeting this
school year with anticipation and a sense
of urgency. We are looking forward to
2020, when our vision becomes our
culture.
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turned the corner and there it was- the school
supply aisle.  It seems that particular aisle evokes
different feelings depending on who you are. I
immediately empathized with the many
educators who, I’m sure, are making that mental
crossover in their minds. On the other hand, I felt
a little nostalgic as the smell of new crayons
always seems to take you back no matter how old
you are.  For a second, I could even hear Tom
Hanks saying, “I would send you a bouquet of
newly sharpened pencils if I knew your name and
address.”  And if you are a parent, well, the whole
school supply aisle might just bring a whole
different set of joyous emotions.

Whether the sight of pencil erasers and glue brings you joy or grief,
school is coming.  What does that mean at the Community
Library?  We are transitioning from the end of Summer Reading
Club and gearing up for the new school year. Pulling books for
teacher collections is on our horizon while we eagerly await whole
classes of children walking through our doors for field trip visits.
And whether it’s the fourth grade Tower of Books assignment or a
book report project, we are ready to point your child in the right
direction for that have-to-have book.  So as you get those final
schedules or you are putting your little ones on the bus, know that
we are looking forward to partnering with you this school year to
ensure your child’s success.  
 
If you have any comments or suggestions on how we can assist
during the school year, send us an email at
youthservices@yourcl.org.  You can also visit the library online at
https://www.yourcl.org.

As I was doing my grocery shopping last week, 
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The Big Walnut High School staff is extremely excited about the upcoming school
year. We will continue Eagle Time, our flexible weekly period allowing students to
receive additional help from teachers, beginning the week after Labor Day. After
surveying our students, they felt this was an excellent way to allow them more
one-on-one time to get help in their classes. 
 
Also new this school year will be the addition of Skills for Success, which will be
reported two times a year to parents. With more employers looking for workers
who have 21st-Century skills (i.e. strong communication and work habits including
problem-solving skills), it was extremely important for us to give feedback to
students in the areas of timely work, quality work, and collaboration.

August 13 Eagles' First Flight (freshmen & new student
orientation) 7:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
August 14 First Day of School
August 21 Curriculum Night: 6:30-8:00 p.m.

Finally, last year our staff spent the majority of their
professional development time discussing
reassessment.This year they are eager to implement their
own reassessment policies, which collectively align to our
BWHS Assessment and Grading Philosophy: Our students’
grades reflect multiple opportunities to demonstrate their
level of achievement of skills and content. Each teacher’s
policy is listed in their one-page course outline that will be
distributed the first few days of school to students and to
parents at curriculum night. It’s going to be a great year at
the high school, and we look forward to seeing our
students on August 14.

August 5 First Boys Golf Match @ Pickerington Central: 9:00 a.m.

August 7 First Girls Golf Match @ Blacklick: 9:00 a.m

August 9 BWHS Fall Athletics Picture Day

August 9 First Girls Tennis Match @ home vs Marion Harding: 10:00 a.m.

August 15 BWMS Fall Athletics Picture Day

August 16 Futbol Friday Night vs New Albany @ home (soccer)

 

August 17 First Cross Country Meet OHSAA Pre-Season Invite - National Trail

August 20 First Volleyball Match vs Olentangy Orange @ home 5:30 p.m.

August 23 Jamboree Football @ home vs Teays Valley: 7:00 p.m. (Scrimmage)

August 30 First varsity football game @ Johnstown: 7:00 p.m.

September 13 Fall Pay to Participate Deadline

Big Walnut Athletics Website: bigwalnutathletics.net

Physical Form: tinyurl.com/BWathleticsphysical

Final Forms: tinyurl.com/BWfinalforms

Girls play at 6:00 p.m. and boys play at  7:30 p.m.
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The staff of BWMS is excited for another great year of
personalized and innovative learning experiences
that not only help students connect to classroom
content, but also to their peers, teachers and the
greater Big Walnut community.  Our school is
committed to developing positive relationships with
youth through activities like Advisory, WIN (What I
Need) Days, Service Day and student-developed
clubs that support students’ social and emotional
development.  Students and parents will receive 

August 8 Schedules Posted on PowerSchool 

August 12 Meet & Greet 

Last Names A-K: 10:00-11:00 a.m.

Last Names L-Z: 11:00-12:00 p.m.

August 14 First Day of School

August 30 Classroom Curriculum Videos

Posted in Schoology

feedback about academic progress with the use of STAR reports and
classroom grades, as well as information about academic skills, social
skills and self management within the Skills for Success reports.
 
BWMS is trying a different format for the annual Meet and Greet and
Curriculum Night in 2019.  During Meet and Greet, students will have
the opportunity to try their lockers, walk their schedule, then share a
sweet treat and socialize with our school staff in the Commons or
gym.  We anticipate a lot of smiles, warm welcomes and positive
energy with food trucks on site to kick off a great 2019-20 school year.  
Next, Curriculum Night at BWMS is going digital.  With the success of
prior district events, like State of the Schools via Facebook Live, and
feedback from our community, BWMS believes that delivering teacher
introductions and course details online will expand our audience and
allow parents the ability to access information when and where they
choose.  We will be using the new district-wide Schoology tool (see
the front page for more information) for this event. Overall, we remain
committed to inspiring and guiding each student to their maximum
potential and believe 2019-20 will be a time of growth for everyone.

Welcome back, BWI families! Our devoted staff is
already busy planning and preparing for a great
school year. Our hardworking custodians have spent
the summer thoroughly cleaning our building. The
office staff has worked their magic to organize the
many boxes of supplies, student files and all things
back-to-school! Our dedicated PTO is gearing up to
welcome families, provide volunteer opportunities,
and offer other exciting events and programs for our
students. Mr. Powell and I are eager for the hallways
and classrooms to be filled with BWI Eagles.

BWI teachers and staff members remain focused on our district’s 2020
Vision to personalize, engage and grow. We are implementing a daily
Advisory period, which provides time to focus on community building,
social and emotional learning, reteaching and enrichment. We are
excited to kick-off our new Positive Behavior Intervention Support
(PBIS) program that a committee of staff members designed
throughout last school year. Our school-wide theme is R.I.S.E.
(Responsibility, Integrity, Safety and Empathy). Monthly lessons, team
building activities, school-wide assemblies and celebrations will teach
and reinforce these important life skills. 
 
As a reminder, fifth grade students will receive their Chromebooks at
school, instead of having summer Chromebook pick-up hours. Also, for
safety and traffic flow, if you are using the car line, students are to be
dropped off and picked up on the east side of the building using East
Street. During school hours, visitors must enter through the main doors
on the west side of the building along Hill Street. Finally, get your red
and gold ready for our spirit day Fridays! Go Eagles!

August 8 Schedules Posted on PowerSchool 

August 12 Meet & Greet 

Last Names A-K: 12:00-1:00 p.m.

Last Names L-Z: 1:00-2:00 p.m.

August 14 First Day of School

August 27 Curriculum Night 6:00- 7:00 p.m.
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Welcome back, elementary families! We are so excited to open the

doors to almost 1,500 PreK through 4th grade families this fall. This

school year, all of our elementaries will be working hard to

implement Responsive Classroom, which is an evidence-based

approach to teaching and discipline that focuses on engaging

academics, positive community, effective management, and

developmental awareness. We will also be continuing our phonics

instruction into grade 3 using the Fundations program, which was

previously implemented in grades K-2. Check out our front page and

be on the lookout for your parent access code to get connected to

Schoology, our new district wide one-stop shop for communication.

We know this year will be full of learning, fun and friends!

August 8 PreK & Grades 1-4 Teacher Assignment in PowerSchool

August 12 Meet and Greet

Last Name A-K: 2:00-3:00 p.m.

Last Name L-Z: 3:00-4:00 p.m.

August 14 First Day for Grades 1-4

August 16 Kindergarten Teacher Assignment in PowerSchool 

August 19 First Day for PreK & Kindergarten

August 29 Curriculum Night: Information about this night will be

Bus routes and class schedules will be available on

PowerSchool on August 8. Kindergarten will be

available on August 16.

Preschool Tuition (typical peers)- $180/month*

Full-Day Kindergarten Tuition- $200/month*

Grades PreK-4 School Fee- $55.00

Grades 5-8 School Fee- $65.00

Grades 9-12 School Fee- $100.00

* Monthly tuition is due on the first of each month for nine 
months (beginning in September and ending in May). Security 

deposit will be applied to May tuition.       

Menus for each building can be found at tinyurl.com/BWmenus19

To add money to your child's account, go to www.payschoolscentral.com

Elementary & Intermediate Breakfast Price = $1.50

Elementary & Intermediate Lunch Price = $2.95

Middle & High School Breakfast Price = $2.25

Middle & High School Lunch Price = $3.25

The BWLS 2019-20 program policy for Free & Reduced Price Meals or Milk for students

is now available. This policy is for families who are unable to pay the full price of

meals or milk served under the National School Lunch and School Breakfast, After

School Care Snack or Special Milk Program. To read the full notice, go to the district’s

website (www.bwls.net), then click Food Service Department. You will find the Free &

Reduced Price Meals application on the Food Service page as well.

communicated via individual's principal newsletters
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Check 
out our 
website
 

for more
information
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Hometown: Dublin, Ohio

Family Stats: My husband Paul and I

have been married for 12 years, and we

have three children. Our twin daughters

are entering second grade, and our

youngest son is three. Our spirited

Goldendoodle, Obi, has loyally been by

our side for the past 11 years.

Hobbies:  When I am not spending time

with my family and friends, I enjoy

baking, crafting, reading, gardening,

organizing, home improvement projects

and supporting the arts.

What does #InspireAndGuide mean to you?

Inspire and guide means to find each person’s

passion and love for learning through personal

relationships, a welcoming and safe environment,

engaging learning activities, instilling and modeling

a growth mindset and encouraging people to

dream big!

Anything else you'd like our families to know?  

After teaching in Big Walnut for the past 13 years, I

am beyond excited to serve our community in this

capacity. It is a privilege to work with our amazing

Big Walnut students, staff and community

members. I look forward to getting to know many

more in my new role.

Hometown: Coshocton, Ohio

Family Stats: I've been married to my

lovely wife, Alicia, for 12 years. We met at

Marietta College. We have 2 beautiful

children (Carissa, 10 and Tommy, 7). We

also have 2 dogs, Lily and Stewie.

Hobbies:  I am a big sports fanatic (Go

Buckeyes!). I love watching my kids in their

activities. When I have time, I prefer to go

golfing, but for the most part, I enjoy

spending as much time as possible with

family and friends.

What does #InspireAndGuide mean to you?

Inspire and guide, to me, is being a role model who

makes both staff and students proud.  It’s providing

an avenue for people to grow and achieve more

than they thought was possible.  And finally, it is

serving those we have been chosen to lead.

Anything else you'd like our families to know?  

After coaching for Big Walnut, I look forward to

joining the school community full-time this year.  My

hope is to build relationships with all stakeholders

and provide solid leadership to BWMS.

tinyurl.com/BWmyschoolmenus

Linda Klamfoth

Administrative Assistant

740-965-8958


