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m a r c u s  W h i t m a n  m i d d l e  s c h o o l  

A Note  o f  Gra t i tude   
Dear Marcus Whitman Families, 
 

As we approach the Thanksgiving break, I want to take a moment to express my gratitude for our Marcus 
Whitman community. Every day, I am inspired by the curiosity, resilience, and heart of our students, the dedi-
cation of our staff, and the support of our families. Leading this school is a privilege, and I am thankful for the 
trust you place in us to guide, challenge, and nurture your children. 
 

One idea I often reflect on is the Japanese concept of ichi-go ichi-e, which reminds us that every encounter is 
unique and can never be repeated exactly. Each conversation, each smile, and each shared moment with 
your child, your family, or our staff is precious. I hope you can notice and cherish those small, meaningful mo-
ments over the break. 
 

As our students head off for a well-earned rest, I hope your family finds time to pause, reflect, and celebrate 
the people and moments that matter most. Thank you for the partnership, trust, and support you provide every 
day: It truly makes a difference in the lives of our students and our school community. 
 

Wishing you a safe, restorative, and joyful Thanksgiving. 
 

Warmly, 
 

Tara Ranzy, Principal 

 

 

Impo r tan t  Paren t  A le r t :  “The  Chok ing  Game ”  

Dear Families, 
 

We want to inform you about a dangerous social media trend known as “the choking game.” In this activity, 
students intentionally restrict oxygen to themselves or peers to experience a brief “high.” This behavior is ex-
tremely unsafe and can lead to serious injury or death. 
 

We encourage you to talk with your child about the risks associated with this challenge and monitor their 
online activity. Please remind them that participation in such activities is not only unsafe but can have lasting 
physical and emotional consequences. 
 

If you have concerns about your child or notice warning signs, please reach out to your school counselor or a 
trusted adult immediately. 

Thank you for partnering with us to keep our students safe. 

 

 



Dear Marcus Whitman Community, 

We are thrilled to share some fantastic news about our dedicated Unified Robotics 2
nd

 year 
Challenge! On November 16

th
, our team participated in the Unified Robotics Championship, 

competing alongside 20 outstanding schools at Liberty High School in Renton. We are proud to 
announce that our club not only finished as finalists, but also received the prestigious Inclusion 
Award!  The Unified Robotics program promotes teamwork, collaboration, and inclusion, bring-
ing together students of varying abilities to work towards a common goal. Throughout the com-
petition, our Unified Club students showcased th4eirr remarkable skills in problem-solving, engi-
neering/coding and communication. Their hard work, dedication, and camaraderie truly shined, 
exemplifying and spirit of unity that defines our club and school. Finishing as finalists among so 
many talented school teams is a monumental achievement that highlights the commitment and 
perseverance of our members. This recognition speaks volumes about the positive environment 
with diversity and teamwork celebrated! Moreover, receiving the Inclusion Award emphasizes 
our club’s mission to create an inclusive space where everyone feels valued and empowered.  

Nevertheless, we want to extend our heartfelt gratitude to our coaches, mentors, and families 
for their unwavering support. Your encouragement fuels our ambition and inspires our students 
to reach new heights! We encourage all students to consider joining the Unified Club. It’s more 
than just coding and building robots; it’s about fostering connections, sports activities, and lead-
ership opportunities. Please come out and join us for our “Unified Family Night” at Marcus Whit-
man on December 9

th
 at 4:25PM for games, fun, and food! Come check us out and see all the 

exciting accomplishments we have made so far!   

I would like to share the pictures from our Robotics Unified Challenge on November 16
th
. The 

MW Unified Club participated in the Unified Schools Robotics Competition on Sunday, Novem-
ber 16th at Liberty High school in Renton.  

 
 

 

 



  

 

 









 

 

 

Culinary Clubs meets Thursday in Room 101 from 2:50 – 4pm. 

DRAMA TEAM  -  Drama Team meets  Thursday from 2:45 – 3:45 in the theater.  Be 

sure you have your permission slip turned in.  Everyone is welcome! 

Marcus GSA Club:  The Marcus GSA Club is a group where students can connect, 

share their experiences, support one another, and be great allies for members of the 

Marcus LGBTQ+ community. Whether you are an LGBTQ+ student, a friend, or mem-

ber of a queer family, you will find a welcoming home here. GSA meets every Thurs-

day after school until 3:50.   A permission slip signed by student and parent must be 

submitted before participation.  You can get a permission slip from the Main Office. 

POKEMON  Club   -  If you love Pokemon, this is the club for you.  We talk Pokemon, 

trade Pokemon and catch them all.  Meet Wednesdays from 2:50—3:50.  Be sure you 

have submitted your permission slip before you attend. 

STEM Club—TSA is the perfect club for middle school students who love to explore, 

build, and compete!  In TSA, you learn hands-on skills in areas like robotics, engineer-

ing, and design, while also developing teamwork and leadership abilities.  TSA meets 

Thursday in Room 112 (Woodshop) from 2:45—3:45.  Permission slips are at the main 

office.   

Unified Club!   Get ready for another year of fun events, engaging activities, and in-

spiring inclusion school community Unified Club. We will meet in room #203 Mrs. 

Schroeder’s room, from 2:45PM-3:45PM. First day will be Wednesday, Sept 24
th
.  This 

club is a space for students of all backgrounds to come together and feel like they 

have a voice and belonging, We offer unified robotics competitions (2
nd

 year) and sport 

activities. Please fill out an application and turn it into ASB. See you there!  

Weight Lifting Club  will be meeting Tuesday and Thursday in the Weight Room.  

Time is from 2:50 pm to 3:50.  This club is for students interested in learning how to lift 

weights for personal fitness or maybe getting ready for a sport.  Permission slips are at 

the main office.  Advisors Mr. Zappey and Mr.  Dan 

Running/Walking Club—Join the Marcus Whitman Running/Walking Club. We meet 

on Monday afternoons from 2:50 to 4:00 starting in Room 107 starting November 10
th
. 

See Mrs. Kogan if you have any questions. Just need a water bottle and a comfortable 

pair of shoes.  

 



Congra ts  t o  Un i f i ed  C lub  Robo t i cs !  

 
Our Unified Robotics team had an amazing showing at the November 16th Champi-
onship at Liberty High School! Competing with 20 schools, our 2nd-year Challenge 
team finished as finalists and earned the Inclusion Award celebrating teamwork, 
collaboration, and an inclusive spirit. 
 
A huge thank you to our coaches, mentors, and families for their support! Interested 
in joining? Come to Unified Family Night on December 9th at 4:25 PM for games, 
fun, and to see all the incredible work our students are doing.  



Marcus  M idd le  Schoo l  F i r s t  F i e l d  Tr ip  

 
E x c i t i n g  N e w s :  M W M S  F i r s t  S c h o o l - W i d e  F i e l d  T r i p !  
W e  a r e  t h r i l l e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  M a r c u s  W h i t m a n  M i d d l e  S c h o o l ’ s  f i r s t  s c h o o l - w i d e  
f i e l d  t r i p  f o r  g r a d e s  6 – 8 ,  h a p p e n i n g  i n  J a n u a r y  1 3 - 1 6  a t  t h e  M u s e u m  o f  F l i g h t  
a n d  S p a c e .  
 
C h a p e r o n e  O p p o r t u n i t y :  W e  n e e d  p a r e n t s  a n d  g u a r d i a n s  t o  h e l p  m a k e  t h i s  t r i p  
a  s u c c e s s .  P l e a s e  e m a i l  M s .  C a s t r o  a t  c a s t r o @ s k s c h o o l s . o r g  t o  c h a p e r o n e  a n d  
s u p p o r t  o u r  s t u d e n t s .  

 
S t u d e n t  E l i g i b i l i t y :  S t u d e n t s  m u s t  b e  i n  g o o d  s o c i a l  s t a n d i n g  t o  a t t e n d  a n d  
m e e t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a :  

•  B e h a v i o r  E x p e c t a t i o n s  –  N o  s u s p e n s i o n s  o r  o f f i c e  r e f e r r a l s  d u r i n g  t h e  e l i -

g i b i l i t y  w i n d o w  ( N o v e m b e r  2 4 – D e c e m b e r  1 2 ) .  S t u d e n t s  w h o  a r e  o n  i n d e f i -
n i t e  s o c i a l  s u s p e n s i o n  d u e  t o  o n g o i n g  b e h a v i o r  c o n c e r n s  a r e  n o t  e l i g i b l e  t o  
a t t e n d .   

 

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  o u r  s t u d e n t s  a s  t h e y  d e m o n s t r a t e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  
t e a m w o r k ,  a n d  r e a d i n e s s  t o  r e p r e s e n t  M a r c u s  W h i t m a n  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  o n  t h i s  
e x c i t i n g  o u t i n g !  

mailto:castro@skschools.org


Girls Soccer Game Schedule 
 Varsity plays first, then Junior Varsity 

 

   DATE  OPPONENT  PLACE START 
    

   Dec 1  Fairview   Fairview 

   Dec 4  Central Kitsap  SKHS 

   Dec 8  Poulsbo   NKHS Stadium 

   Dec 11  Kingston   SKHS 

   Dec 12  Curtis   Curtis High School 

   Dec 17  Cedar   SKHS 

 

 
Boys Basketball Game Schedule 

All games start at 3:30 pm 
 

   Date   Opponent   Place 
   
   Dec 1  Curtis   Marcus 

   Dec 3  Mt. View   Mt. View 

   Dec 8  Poulsbo   Marcus 

   Dec 10  Central   Central High School 

   Dec 15  Fairview   Fairview 

   Dec 18  Ridgetop   Marcus 
    

 

 

Intramural  Soccer start time 3:15 

    Dec 3  Cedar at Marcus 
  

Intramural Basketball  start time 3:30 Modified Round Robin Format 
     

    Dec 6  Sedgwick  at Sedgwick 



The South Kitsap School District provides equal educational and employment opportunity without 
regard to race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age, honorably-discharged veteran or military 
status, sex, sexual orientation – including gender expression or identity, marital status, or the pres-
ence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, the use of a trained dog guide or service animal 
by a person with a disability. Equal access to activities, facilities and program is provided to the Boy 
Scouts of America and other designated youth groups. District procedure complies with all applica-
ble state and federal laws. 
 
The Title IX Officer and Section 504 Coordinator with the responsibility for monitoring, auditing and 
ensuring compliance with this policy are: 
 
Compliance/ADA/Title IX Coordinator: 
Will Sarett, 
Executive Director of Human Resources  
2689 Hoover Avenue SE, Port Orchard, WA 98366 
360-874-7071 
sarett@skschools.org 

Section 504 Coordinator: 
Cristin Blaskowitz, 
Director of Special Services 
2689 Hoover Avenue SE, Port Orchard, WA 98366 
360-443-3627 
blaskowitz@skschools.org 

Gender Inclusivity Compliance Officer: 
Monica Zuber, 
Assistant Superintendent for School Leadership 
2689 Hoover Ave SE, Port Orchard, WA 98366 
360-874-7003 
zuber@skschools.org 
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