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Dear Families: 
As we enter November, we are all settling into our school year.  This past month, parent teacher conferences 
were held via zoom or phone calls. It is always a pleasure for us to connect with parents to talk about your kids 
and the progress they are making! I would like to thank our PTA for providing delicious salads, subs and 
sweets to our teachers who were in the building into the evening hours.  
 
During the morning of conferences, Mrs. Guanci and I held our first Coffee & Conversation meeting of the 
school year. Thank you to those parents who were able to attend. We enjoy having the chance to share the 
day-to-day learning and activities happening at Sandown North and to have the opportunity to hear directly 
from parents. We will be holding additional C & Cs throughout the school year. One of the things we discussed 
during the meeting was our new master schedule.  This new schedule is district wide and allows for additional 
instructional time and classroom morning meeting time. Many of our students and parents have asked about 
Monday Morning Meetings (MMM).  For those of you new to our school, MMM has been a Sandown North 
tradition. In past years, we met as a whole school community every Monday morning and started our week off 
together, allowing students the opportunity to share some of their learning, perform a dance, play an 
instrument and celebrate successes. Our 5th graders serve as hosts. Since COVID, we have kept on with 
MMM but it has looked very different. We went from meeting in person weekly, to meeting via zoom twice a 
month. Last year, our 5th graders attended all in person MMM’s and we rotated other grade levels in. This 
year, we will be holding meetings in person for ALL classes twice a month; however, due to our new schedule, 
the days we hold the meeting will rotate and won’t be held exclusively on Mondays. The meetings will be 
videotaped and shared on our website and Facebook page so that parents are able to watch.  
 
Last month we had an additional early release day so that staff could receive important safety training.  I 
understand the difficulty that can come from adding an early release day; however, I’m also sure you 
understand the importance of ongoing safety training for our staff.  This year, we will be having a mock 
evacuation drill. Mock evacuations are something we practice every couple of years; however, due to COVID, 
we have not been able to hold this drill for the past few years. Although I will not be sharing the exact date of 
the drill, I will give staff and families notice of the month in which it will be taking place.   
 
As you are all aware, the buses continue to be a challenge this year. I’m sure by now you are tired of hearing 
my voice and getting those bus back up emails via school messenger! The inconsistency is due to continued 
driver shortages. Whenever there are bus backups we try to let you know as soon as possible so that you have 
time to decide for your family whether or not your child will ride the bus that day.  Most of our students start and 
end their days riding the bus; therefore, it is important we try to make this as stress free as possible for our 
students and parents. Our SAU is working with the bus company to try and come up with a plan that will bring 
about greater consistency.  
 
I wish all our staff and families a wonderful Thanksgiving. I am certainly thankful and grateful for our Sandown 
North community and the pleasure of working with your children each day.  
 
Best, 
Nancy Stafford 
Principal 

 

 



October was Fire Prevention 
Month.  On Thursday, October 
19th, the Sandown Fire 
Department did a special 
presentation to our first, second, 
and third grade students about 
fire prevention.  Students learned 
important steps like calling 911 in 
the case of an emergency, “Stop, 
Drop, and Roll” and the 
importance of creating a family 
escape plan.  Students got a 
chance to ask questions at the 
end of each session and enjoyed 
hearing the siren!  A special thank 
you to the Sandown Police 
Department! 

 

YEARBOOK COVER CONTEST 

All third, fourth, and fifth grade students are eligible to participate.  

Please use the following guidelines in your design.  All designs 

are due to Mrs. Sandy Gurczak no later than December 22, 2022. 

Your design must include: 

• The school year:   2022-2023 

• The school name: Sandown North Elementary School 

• Your first and last name on your design. Put it on the front and be proud of 
your work!  Your class code should be on the back.   

• The school theme: Our place in the universe 

• Spelling is very important if you want to make the cover.   Have an adult 
check it.   

• Use an 8.5 x 11 size paper vertically 
 

Box Tops for Education has gone digital!   

Please use referral code:  HHU01PGH.   

Box Tops for Education will deposit $2.50 into the Sandown 
North’s account for every new download. 

There are over 80 brands and 350 products that participate in 
Box Tops for Education.   

 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

Picture retakes will be on Tuesday, November 29th at 9am. 

 

 

 

 

November 1 – Honors Band and Orchestra Rehearsal, 6:30pm, PAC 

November 3 – School Board Meeting, 7pm, SAU 

November 7 – PTA Meeting, 6pm, Sandown Central 

November 11 – No School, Veteran’s Day 

November 13 – Honors Band and Orchestra Rehearsal, 6:30pm, PAC 

November 17 – School Board Meeting, 7pm, SAU 

November 23-25 – No School, Thanksgiving Break 

November 28 – Honors Chorus Rehearsal, 6:30pm, PAC 

November 29 – Picture Retakes, 9am 

November 29 – Honors Band and Orchestra Rehearsal, 6:30pm, PAC 

December 1 – School Board Meeting, 7pm, SAU 

December 12 – Honors Chorus Rehearsal, 6:30pm, PAC 

December 13 – Honors Band and Orchestra Rehearsal, 6:30pm, PAC 

December 15 – School Board Meeting, 7pm, SAU 

December 20 - Honors, Band, Orchestra, and Chorus Concerts, 7pm, PAC                            

December 23 – January 2 - No school, Holiday break 

 

 

Attendance Policy 

We ask that you contact the school 

prior to the start of the school day 

(8:40 am) if your child will not be 

attending school.  To provide for 

the security of your child, school 

absences that are not reported to 

the school will be followed up with 

a phone call from the office.  If 

necessary, the person listed by 

you on your emergency card will 

be contacted.  If the school is still 

unable to ascertain the 

whereabouts of your child, the 

Sandown Police Department will 

be contacted to conduct a 

wellness visit to ensure the child’s 

safety. However, it is the parent’s 

primary responsibility to make the 

call to the school.  The attendance 

line is available 24 hours a day at 

603-887-8503 or you may report 

the absence through the Pick Up 

Patrol website.  Any student 

arriving after the 8:35 am bell must 

enter through the main entrance 

with a parent or guardian and 

check in at the office before 

reporting to the classroom.  If you 

need help setting up your Pick Up 

Patrol account, please call the 

office for assistance. 

 



TANEW 



Technology News 

As we dive into digital wellness, students are considering their networks of 

support, media balance, and expectations for online conduct. Our lessons 

emphasize communication with parents and teachers. We are talking about 

how essential it is to ask questions, voice concerns and share challenges 

with their caretakers. The goal of our digital citizenship work is to develop 

the skills needed to use technology as a beneficial tool for learning, 

creativity, and engagement.   

Thank you for your interest. 

Justin Bentley-Melle 

 

PTA NEWS 

Thanksgiving 
crafts:  Be on the 
lookout.  PTA has 
purchased a fun and 
festive Thanksgiving 
activity for each child 
to enjoy.  They will 
be going home with 
your student soon. 
 
Meetings:  PTA 
meets the first 
Monday of every 
month (Tuesday if it 
is a holiday).  Our 
next meeting will be 
on Monday, 
November 7th at 
Sandown Central at 
6pm.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend.   
 
 
 

 

 

 



Halloween at 

Sandown North  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



                   

 

 

 



 


