
First Grade Design Team 
Dr. Adams, Core Curriculum 
Coordinators, Angie UyHam and 
Stephanie Downey-Toledo:

● Visited all 1st grade classrooms
● Interviewed all 1st grade teachers
● Brainstormed 
● Surveyed teachers about 

prototype ideas
● Hosted prototyping sessions 

for teachers
● Teachers experimented
● Hosted follow-up sessions



How might we foster a 
developmentally appropriate 
experience for 1st graders that 
cultivates a love of learning while 
meeting grade level expectations?

❏ Identifying connections across the 
curriculum

❏ Integrating Social-Emotional Learning
❏ Collaborating with grade level colleagues 

regularly



1st Grade Connections 
Design Team

How might we identify connections
across the curriculum - including 
practices, themes and skills -  to 
cultivate a love of learning while 
meeting grade level expectations?

Learning is joyful when you feel ...
● Connections
● Effort
● Pride 
● Curiosity

 

●



1st Grade SEL 
Design Team 

How might we intentionally integrate SEL
into the 1st grade experience to cultivate 
a love of learning while meeting grade 
level expectations?

 







1st Grade Collaboration
Design Team 
How might we (as first grade teachers) 
regularly collaborate to cultivate a love of 
learning while meeting grade level 
expectations?



1st Grade Collaboration 
Proposals for 2018-2019

● Shared Grade 1 
Resource Folders on 
Google Drive

● Grade 1 Learning Walks 



First Grade Classroom Teacher Design Team

We strongly believe that by...

- Observing and learning from other educators
- Sharing resources and best practices
- Developing a network of supportive colleagues
- Building a sense of collective responsibility for ALL first graders in 

Cambridge

We will foster a developmentally appropriate experience for first graders 
that cultivates a love of learning while meeting grade level expectations.




