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						November	25,	2025

NOVEMBER	BREAK	
	
Wednesday,	 November	 26th	 through	 Friday,	 November	
28th	 there	 is	 no	 school	 for	 the	 Thanksgiving	 holiday.		
Please	mark	your	calendars.	
_________________________________________________________________		

WINTER	BREAK	
	
Winter	 break	 begins	 Wednesday,	 December	 24,	 2025.	
Tuesday,	 December	 23,	 2025	 is	 a	 full	 day	 of	 school.		
Classes	 will	 begin	 again	 on	 Monday,	 January	 5,	 2026.		
Please	make	sure	to	mark	your	calendars!	
________________________________________________________________	

SCHOOL	CANCELLATION	NOTICES	
	
Winter	school	cancellations	and	delays	are	listed	on	local	
news	 stations.	 As	 always,	 we	 will	 use	 the	 School	
Messenger	system	for	every	cancellation,	so	be	sure	your	
contact	information	is	up	to	date.	
_________________________________________________________________		

STUDENT	OF	THE	MONTH	
	
Every	 month	 from	 September	 through	 May,	 a	 student	
from	each	grade	level	is	chosen	“Student	of	the	Month.”		
The	decision	 is	based	on	academics,	character,	attitude,	
and	 school	 citizenship.	 	 The	 students	 selected	 for	 the	
month	of	October	are:	
	
Grade	5		 Thomas	Bloom		
Grade	6	 Jace	Dupuis		
Grade	7	 Madison	Malm	
Grade	8	 Madilyn	Berube			
	
Students	 selected	 for	 Student	 of	 the	 Month	 receive	 a	
certificate	of	achievement	and	a	gift	certificate.		Great	job!	
_________________________________________________________________		

2025-2026	GIRLS	“A”	AND	“B”	
BASKETBALL	TEAMS 
	
The	coaching	staff	would	 like	to	thank	all	
the	 girls	 who	 tried	 out.	 	 Everyone	 did	 a	
great	 job	 and	 should	 be	 very	 proud.		
Congratulations	to	this	year’s	team.	

	
‘A’	Team:		Madilyn	Berube,	Aliyah	Hintz,	Madison	Malm,	
Ella	McAdam,	McKenna,	 Chelsea	Ouellette,	 Lily	 Schaub,	

Nora	 Williams,	 Sienna	 Williams,	 and	 Raelene	 Wilson.	
Coach:	Mr.	Osborne	
	
‘B’	Team:		Zoe	Bowers,	Abrianna,	Penelope	Howes,	Emma	
Osborne,	 Nora	 Osborne,	 Brooke	 Robertson,	 Addison	
Swett,	 Annabelle	 Tozier,	 Addison	 Wagner,	 and	 Tegan	
Wier.	Coach:	Mr.	Whitney	
	
Please	see	the	games	schedule	attached	towards	the	end	
of	this	newsletter.	
_________________________________________________________________	

2025-2026	BOYS	"A"	AND	"B"	
BASKETBALL	TEAMS	

	
The	coaches	have	made	their	selection	for	the	
"A"	and	"B"	boys	basketball	teams.		Thanks	
to	all	who	tried	out	and	congratulations	to	
those	who	made	the	teams.	
	
‘A’	Team:	Brady	Bowers,	Ashton	Congdon,	

Caleb	 DeVinney,	 Gavin	 Dunn,	 Jaxson	 Grass,	 Parker	
Kennedy,	 Landon	 Lagrange,	 Kamden	 Lander,	 Bretton	
McLeod,	 Henry	 Osborne,	 Hunter	 Robertson,	 and	 Silas	
Wood.	Coach:		Mr.	Worcester.	
	
‘B’	 Team:	 John	 Atwood,	 Kydin	 Cox,	 Camden	 Cyr,	 Tyrell	
Gage,	Kristopher	Jordan,	Timothy	Jordan,	Kaleb	Judkins,	
Jesse	Kinkade,	Charles	Laverdiere,	Callen,	Kooper	Nyer,	
Jayden	Smith,	and	Ethan	Willigar.		Coach:	Mr.	Worcester.	
	
Please	see	the	games	schedule	attached	towards	the	end	
of	this	newsletter.	
_________________________________________________________________	

CHESS	TEAM	2025-2026	
	

Holbrook’s	2025-2026	chess	team	members	are:		Cooper	
Basley,	Avery	Boyd,	Megan,	Steven,	Miles	Curtis,	Addilyn	
Franck,	Andrew,	Tate	Goodrow,	Lucas	Laplante,	Wesley	
Ocasio,	Lexi	Packer,	Keagan	Russell,	Rylan	Russell,	Aiden	
Sirois,	and	Xander	Sirois.		
	
Please	see	the	meets	schedule	attached	towards	the	end	
of	this	newsletter.	
	
	
	

	



PARENT	VOLUNTEERS	
	
We	 are	 asking	 that	 any	 parents	 who	 are	 volunteering,	
chaperoning	field	trips,	or	joining	us	for	our	end	of	year	
activities	 to	 please	 fill	 out	 the	 volunteer	 form.	
Background	checks	are	 included	and	must	be	approved	
before	you	can	volunteer	at	the	school.	Applications	are	
available	through	the	RSU	63	website,	under	the	link	for	
school	 board	 policy	 IJOCA	 –	 https://rsu63.org/school-
board/board-policies/section-i-instruction		
_________________________________________________________________	

SPONSOR-A-CHILD	PROGRAM	
  
With	help	from	our	generous	community	members,	the	
Holbrook	School’s	Sponsor	A	Child	program	has	been	
able	to	provide	warm	clothing,	boots,	winter	jackets,	
holiday	meals,	and	joy	for	children	and	families	in	our	
community	who	may	be	struggling	during	the	holidays.		
	
We	are	hoping,	with	the	help	of	our	RSU63	community,	
to	help	out	our	families	in	need	again	this	year.	
Donations	to	the	Sponsor	A	Child	Program	can	be	sent	to	
the	Holbrook	School	or	instead	of	a	monetary	donation,	
you	can	volunteer	to	be	a	shopper	to	help	us	acquire	the	
things	some	of	our	families	will	need	this	holiday	season.	
We	welcome	any	contributions,	and	your	help	is	greatly	
appreciated.		
	
Also,	if	you	know	of	a	family	within	our	community	who	
would	benefit	from	this	program,	either	as	a	recipient	or	
as	a	sponsor/shopper,	please	let	us	know.	May	your	
holiday	season	be	bright	and	hopeful,	as	you	have	given	
to	others	through	your	thoughtfulness	and	generosity.		
	
Warmest	Regards,		
	
Desiree	McCarthy	-	dmccarthy@rsu63.org	
Ashley	Hutchins	–	ahutchins@rsu63.org			
&	Kathleen	Greenlaw	-	kgreenlaw@rsu63.org	
_________________________________________________________________	

SPONSOR	A	CHILD	HOLIDAY	GIVING	
TREE	

	
A	holiday	tree	is	located	outside	the	office	where	parents	
or	students	can	choose	a	tag	to	purchase	a	gift	for	a	child	
in	need.	After	the	gift	has	been	purchased,	please	return	
the	gift	to	the	office	unwrapped,	along	with	the	tag	that	
was	chosen.	Gifts	should	be	returned	to	the	office	by	
December	8th.	If	you	have	any	questions,	please	contact	
Ashley	Hutchins	–	ahutchins@rsu63.org		
_________________________________________________________________	

WE	WANT	YOU...	
TO	SEND	US	PICTURES	FOR	THE	YEARBOOK!	
	

It’s	that	time	of	year	again!	We’d	love	to	get	pictures	of	
cross	 country	 and	 soccer,	 football	 players,	 hockey	
players,	candid	shots	of	students,	etc.		
	
We’re	asking	parents,	students	and	staff	to	send	pictures	
to	 include	 in	 the	 yearbook.	 Candid	 shots	 of	 students,	
classroom	and	recess	pictures,	pictures	of	you	and	your	
friends	 are	 all	 needed.	 If	 your	 pictures	 are	 individual	
candid	shots,	would	you	please	identify	the	student	and	
the	 grade	 level.	 That	 will	 help	 expedite	 placement	 of	
pictures.	
	
Send	your	pictures	to	nhogan@rsu63.org,	or	by	using	the	
QR	code	on	the	yearbook	flier	in	this	newsletter.	Pictures	
will	be	screened	for	appropriateness,	so	make	sure	your	
pictures	will	make	the	cut!	
_________________________________________________________________	

DAILY	ANNOUNCEMENTS	
	
Our	morning	 announcements	 are	 posted	 on	 the	RSU63	
website	 every	 morning.	 	 Find	 out	 what’s	 going	 on	 at	
Holbrook	 at	 	 www.rsu63.org	 .	 Make	 sure	 to	 click	 on	
Holbrook	School	under	Our	Schools.	
_________________________________________________________________	
HOLBROOK	PASTA	DRIVE	FOR	CHEFS	

	
Holbrook	 School	 is	 holding	 a	 pasta	 drive	 for	 CHEFS	
throughout	the	month	of	December.	The	grade	level	that	
donates	the	most	pasta	wins	extra	recess	time!	
_________________________________________________________________	

The	 holiday	 season	 is	 upon	 us	 and	
CHEFS	could	use	non-perishable	items.		
Staple	 items	we	 like	 to	 keep	 on	 hand	
are:	peanut	butter,	canned	meat	(tuna,	
chicken,	 etc.),	 canned	 pasta	 (ravioli,	
spaghetti-o’s,	 etc.),	 canned	 vegetables,	

canned	fruit,	soup,	boxed	pasta,	cans	or	jars	of	spaghetti	
sauce,	and	toilet	tissue.		Donations	may	be	dropped	off	at	
the	 school	 in	 the	 entryway	 near	 the	 Superintendent’s	
Office	 whenever	 the	 school	 is	 open	 –	 just	 look	 for	 the	
CHEFS	box! 	
	
Don’t	want	to	shop	but	want	to	donate	to	CHEFS	–	you	are	
always	 able	 to	 send	 a	 check	 made	 out	 to	 Holbrook	
School/CHEFS.	 	 Your	 donations	 help	 purchase	 supplies	
for	the	food	pantry.	
	
Hours	of	operation	are:			
								 Every	Thursday	−	5:00-6:00	p.m.	

2nd	and	4th	Sunday	of	the	month	−	9:00-10:00	a.m.	
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BOX	TOPS	FOR	EDUCATION	
	

Box	Tops	for	Education	is	a	corporate	
program	that	allows	schools	to	earn	
money	 for	 activities.	 	Download	 the	
free	 Box	 Tops	 for	 Education	 app	 to	
your	 phone,	 select	 the	 school	 you	
want	your	box	tops	to	go,	scan	your	

receipts	within	14	days	of	purchase,	and	voilà	the	school’s	
account	is	updated.	
	
_________________________________________________________________	

PLANNED	ABSENCES	&	EXCUSED	
ABSENCES	

	
Per	Holbrook	attendance	policy	JEA	-	A	planned	absence	
must	 be	 approved	 by	 the	 principal	 in	 advance.	 The	
absence	will	 only	 be	 excused	 if	 there	 is	 an	 educational	
component	to	the	absence.		
	
A	 planned	 absence	 form	 should	 be	 filled	 out	 and	
submitted	to	the	office	in	advance.	The	form	is	attached	
to	the	end	of	this	newsletter.		
	
For	 more	 information	 about	 Holbrook’s	 attendance	
policy	 please	 see	 the	 Holbrook	 Student	 Handbook	
available	on	the	RSU63	website	or	contact	the	office	for	a	
physical	copy.	
	
The	 attendance	policy,	 including	 a	 list	 of	 absences	 that	
will	 be	 considered	 excused,	 has	 been	 attached	 to	 this	
newsletter	as	well.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
UPCOMING	EVENTS	

	
Nov.	26		 No	School	–	Teacher	Exchange	Day	
Nov.	27		 No	School	–	Thanksgiving		
Nov.	28		 No	School	–	Thanksgiving	Break	
Dec.	5	 	 Report	Cards	Sent	Home	
Dec.	10		 PTG	Meeting	@	Holden	School	7pm	
Dec.	13	 Holiday	 Family	 Dance	 Party	 @	 Holden	

School	2pm-4pm	
Dec.	19	 Report	Cards	Returned	to	School	
	 	 End	of	Trimester	1	Assembly	
Dec.	22	 Board	Meeting	@	Holden	School	6:30pm	

(If	Needed)	
Holbrook	Holiday	Concert	7pm	

Dec.	24		 No	School	–	Winter	Break	Begins	
Jan.	5	 	 School	Reopens	
	

Happy Thanksgiving 



Michele Archambault, Interim Teaching Principal marchambault@rsu63.org           Mary Greenlaw, Administrative Assistant mgreenlaw@rsu63.org  
Sarah Estes, School Counselor sestes@rsu63.org                                          Dawna Bickford, District Nurse dbickford@rsu63.org 
              
 
 

Holbrook School                       Office of the Principal   
 202 Kidder Hill Road                     Holden, ME 04429     Tel: (207) 843-7769    Fax: (207) 843-4328 
    

 
 
 
Curriculum Corner: End of November 
 
The Maine Discovery Museum in Bangor is right in our backyard and offers great exhibits and 
events for kids all ages. They foster an atmosphere of play and hands-on activities to ignite 
curiosity and inspire learning.  They have a STEM program that aligns to Next Generation 
Science Standards and they collaborate with Maine organizations in the field of science to 
provide a practical application to help motivate students. 
  
You can find daily programming on their online calendar, but did you know they have an after 
school STEM Club for grades kindergarten through high school? From robotics to digital 
storytelling, kids have so many ways to engage.  And, every other Friday night is just for middle 
schoolers, which sounds so cool! This is a drop-off program where students hangout and play in 
a creative, fun atmosphere.  On Saturdays there’s a career exploration program, and in March 
the museum hosts the Maine Science Festival. 
(https://www.mainediscoverymuseum.org/mainesciencefestival) 
  
Admission is $14 per person and free with membership.  Participating public libraries offer up 
to 4 free passes per visit, so check that out. And, for those with SNAP and EBT cards, tickets are 
only $5.  Log on to their website to learn more: https://www.mainediscoverymuseum.org/visit 
  
With the holidays and school breaks just ahead, it might be a good time to do some exploring. 
 
-- 
Sheila Caldwell 
Superintendent 
202 Kidder Hill Road 
Holden, ME 04429 
scaldwell@rsu63.org 
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Required 
Immunizations 

 Immunization requirements for school 
entry are: 
PreK 

• 4 DTaP 
• 3 Polio 
• 1 MMR 
• 1 Varicella 

Kindergarten 
• 5 DTaP 
• 4 Polio 
• 1 MMR 
• 2 Varicella 

 
 
7th grade Immunization requirements: 

• All of the above plus 
• 1 Tdap 
• 1 Meningococcal Conjugate Vaccine 

(MCV) 
 

  

• Medical exemptions must be signed 
by your PCP 

• Students must have proof of 
vaccination before starting school 

• Bangor Public Health provides 
vaccines for children.   

 

 
 
 
 

 





SCAN ME!

Scan to
add
photos to
the
yearbook!

Y E A R B O O K
N E E D S
Y O U https://photos.jostens.com/2XAKPYt

OR GO TO:

https://photos.jostens.com/2XAKPY


	
	

PENOBSCOT	VALLEY	MIDDLE	LEAGUE	 
	GIRLS	‘A’	&	‘B’	

BASKETBALL	SCHEDULE	
2024-2025	

 
 
											DATE	 	 											SCHOOL	 	 					PLACE	 	 	 FIRST	GAME	 	 	
	

Nov.	 17	 Mon	 Lewis	Libby	 Holbrook	 ‘A’	team	1st		
Nov.	 20	 Thurs	 Caravel	 Holbrook	 ‘A’	team	1st	
Dec.		 1	 Mon	 Center	Drive	 Holbrook	 ‘A’	team	1st		
Dec.		 5	 Fri	 Holbrook	 Bucksport	 ‘A’	team	1st	
Dec.	 9	 Tues	 Holbrook	 Wagner	 ‘B’	team	1st	
Dec.		 15	 Mon	 Orono	 Holbrook	 ‘B’	team	1st	
Dec.	 16	 Tues	 Holbrook	 Orono	 ‘B’	team	1st	
Dec.	 18	 Thurs	 Holbrook	 Glenburn	 ‘A’	team	1st	
Jan.	 5	 Mon	 Holbrook	 Caravel	 ‘B’	team	1st	
Jan.	 7	 Wed	 Holbrook	vs.	Bangor	

Christian	
UMA	–	57	Taft	Street,	
Bangor	

‘A’	Only	
Boys	Play	1st	

Jan.	 15	 Thurs	 Holbrook		 Lewis	Libby	 ‘A’	team	1st	
Jan.	 20	 Tues	 Bucksport	 Holbrook	 ‘B’	team	1st	
Jan.		 22	 Thurs	 Wagner	 Holbrook	 ‘A’	team	1st	
Jan.	 26	 Mon	 Glenburn	 Holbrook	 ‘B’	team	1st	
Jan.	 28	 Wed	 Holbrook	 Center	Drive	 ‘A’	team	1st	
Jan.	 30	 Fri	 ‘B’	Tournament	Play	In	Game	#9	at	#8	 ‘B’	Only	
Jan.	 31	 Sat	 ‘B’	Tournament	@	Glenburn	 ‘B’	Only	
Feb.	 3	 Tues	 ‘B’	Playoffs	@	Glenburn	 ‘B’	Only	
Feb.	 4	 Wed	 Bangor	Christian	 Holbrook	 ‘A’	Only	

Girls	Play	1st	
Feb.	 5	 Thurs	 ‘B’	Championships	@	Center	Drive	 ‘B’	Only	
Feb.	 6	 Fri	 ‘A’	Tournament	Play	In	Game	 ‘A’	Only	
Feb.	 7	 Sat	 ‘A’	Tournament	@	Orono	High	School	 ‘A’	Only	
Feb.	 10	 Tues	 ‘A’	Championship	@	Orono	High	School	 ‘A’	Only	
	 	 	 	 	 	

All	games	begin	at	3:30	p.m.	unless	otherwise	noted	
		
	
	
	
	
	
	
 



	PENOBSCOT	VALLEY	MIDDLE	LEAGUE	
‘A’	&	‘B’	BOYS		

BASKETBALL	SCHEDULE	
2025-2026	

	
     
 

						DATE	 																		SCHOOL	 	 												PLACE	 	 	 							FIRST	GAME	 	
	

Nov.	 17	 Mon	 Holbrook	 Lewis	Libby	 ‘A’	Boys	1st		
Nov.	 20	 Thurs	 Holbrook	 Caravel	 ‘A’	Boys	1st	
Dec.		 1	 Mon	 Holbrook	 Center	Drive	 ‘A’	Boys	1st		
Dec.		 5	 Fri	 Bucksport	 Holbrook	 ‘A’	Boys	1st	
Dec.	 9	 Tues	 Wagner	 Holbrook	 ‘B’	Boys	1st	
Dec.	 15	 Mon	 Holbrook	 Orono	 ‘B’	Boys	1st	
Dec.		 16	 Tues	 Orono	 Holbrook	 ‘B’	Boys	1st	
Dec.	 18	 Thurs	 Glenburn	 Holbrook	 ‘A’	Boys	1st	
Jan.	 5	 Mon	 Caravel	 Holbrook	 ‘B’	Boys	1st	
Jan.	 7	 Wed	 Holbrook	vs.	Bangor	

Christian	
UMA	–	57	Taft	Street,	
Bangor	

‘A’	Only	
Boys	Play	1st	

Jan.	 15	 Thurs	 Lewis	Libby	 Holbrook	 ‘A’	Boys	1st	
Jan.	 20	 Tues	 Holbrook	 Bucksport	 ‘B’	Boys	1st	
Jan.		 22	 Thurs	 Holbrook	 Wagner	 ‘A’	Boys	1st	
Jan.	 26	 Mon	 Holbrook	 Glenburn	 ‘B’	Boys	1st	
Jan.	 28	 Wed	 Center	Drive	 Holbrook	 ‘A’	Boys	1st	
Jan.	 30	 Fri	 ‘B’	Tournament	Play	In	Game	#9	at	#8																										‘B’	Only	
Jan.	 31	 Sat	 ‘B’	Tournament	@	Glenburn																																									 ‘B’	Only	
Feb.	 3	 Tues	 ‘B’	Playoffs	@	Center	Drive	 ‘B’	Only	
Feb.	 4	 Wed	 Bangor	Christian	 Holbrook	 ‘A’	Only	

Girls	Play	1st	
Feb.	 5	 Thurs	 ‘B’	Championships	@	Center	Drive	 ‘B’	Only	
Feb.		 6	 	Fri	 ‘A’	Tournament	Play	In	Game	 ‘A’	Only	
Feb.	 7	 Sat	 ‘A’	Tournament	@	Orono	High	School	 ‘A’	Only	
Feb.	 10	 Tues	 ‘A’	Championship	@	Orono	High	School	 ‘A’	Only	
	 	 	 	 	 	

All	games	begin	at	3:30	p.m.	unless	otherwise	noted	
 

			
	
	
 



  
PENOBSCOT	VALLEY	MIDDLE	LEAGUE	

CHESS	SCHEDULE	
2025-2026	

	
	

	
DATE	 	 	 									SCHOOL																								PLACE	 	 	
	
Nov.	 17	 Mon	 Holbrook	 Lewis	Libby	
Nov.	 20	 Thurs	 Holbrook	 Caravel	
Dec.	 5	 Fri	 Bucksport	 Holbrook	
Dec.	 9	 Tues	 Wagner	 Holbrook	
Dec.	 15	 Mon	 Holbrook	 Orono	
Dec.	 16	 Tues	 Orono	 Holbrook	
Dec.	 18	 Thurs	 Glenburn	 Holbrook	
Jan.	 5	 Mon	 Caravel	 Holbrook	
Jan.	 15	 Thurs	 Lewis	Libby	 Holbrook	
Jan.	 20	 Tues	 Holbrook	 Bucksport	
Jan.	 22	 Thurs	 Holbrook	 Wagner	
Jan.	 26	 Mon	 Holbrook	 Glenburn	

	
	

The	Chess	Team	travels	with	the	‘A’	Basketball	Team.	
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 





RSU	63	
Planned	Absence	Approval	Form	

	
	
Student	Name		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 				Date	of	Application		 	 	
	
Grade			 	(Homeroom)	Teacher		 	 	 	 	 			 						 						Age		 	 	
	
Dates	of	absence	from	school		 	 										to		 	 													Total	number	of	days		 	 	
	
	
Step	1	–	To	Be	Completed	By	Parent/Guardian	
	
What	is	the	educational	merit	of	the	absence?		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	
Step	2	
	
I	agree	to	have	my	child	complete	any	missed	tests	or	graded	assignments	when	we	return.		I	understand	
that	my	child	will	be	missing	important	instruction	during	her/his	absence.	
	
	
	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
																														Parent/Guardian	Signature	 	 	 	 	 	 			Date	
	
Step	3	
	
Number	of	school	days	absent	already	this	year	=			 	 	
	
	
			 		 	Absence	will	be	excused	 	 	 		 	Absence	will	not	be	excused	
	
	
Principal’s	Signature:	
	
	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 				Principal	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		Date	
	
	

	
	
	
	

(Return	to	Parent,	Place	copy	in	student’s	file)	



	






