
TRAFFIC-CALMING TOOLKIT
TRAFFIC-CONTROL TOOLS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE TOOLS
Landscaped Median: A 
traffic median where 
some or all of the space 
is occupied by 
plantings which serve 
to visually narrow the 
roadway and provide an 
attractive streetscape. 
Can be combined with 
green infrastructure 
and other traffic-
calming tools.

Rapid Rectangular Flashing Beacon: 
Pedestrian-activated flashing lights 
that alert drivers about pedestrians 
crossing.

Mini Roundabout: A small roundabout 
with entry deflection and a truck apron.

Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon: A traffic- 
control device with button-activated 
red lights that help pedestrians cross.

Marked Crosswalks: Pedestrian 
crossings typically marked by painted 
white or yellow stripes to indicate a 
safe crossing.

Asphalt Art: Visual 
interventions on the 
roadway to increase 
safety by drawing 
drivers’ attention to 
pedestrian and cyclist 
infrastructure.
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Pedestrian hybrid beacon in Phoenix, AZ
Image Source: Nelson\Nygaard Consulting Associates

Neighborhood traffic circle in Providence, RI
Image Source: Neighborways

Creative crosswalk in Portland, ME
Image Source: GPCOG

Landscaped median in Port Townsend, WA
"Midblock median island (Located in Port Townsend, 
WA)" by Richard Drdul is licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

Rapid rectangular flashing beacon in Yarmouth, ME
Image Source: GPCOG

Marked crosswalk on West Grand Avenue in Old Orchard Beach, ME
Image Source: GPCOG

Beautification zone: 
Also referred to as a 
furnishing zone, this is 
space next to the 
roadway that can include 
street trees, street 
furniture, plantings, or 
public art.

Neighborhood Traffic Circles: Small 
roundabouts that often replace stop-
controlled intersections to lower 
speeds.

A mini roundabout in a rural area.
"Raphael Schaller 2017" by Raphael Schaller is licensed under CC0 1.0.

Daffodils in the Bealey Avenue median, Christchurch
Image Source: Schwede66, licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0


