"Knights are Respectful, Responsible , and Ready"”
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December Events

12/1 Voices U-Knighted 2:30-
3:30

12/3 Half Day T:45am-10:45am

12/8 Voices U-Knighted 2:30-
3:30; Concert @ 6bpm

12/9 Band concert @ NCWHS
(TBD)

12/9 4th grade Adopt-a-Family
trip @ Walmart 8:45am-
11:30am

12/12 Kdopt-a-Family gift drop
off 3pm-6pm

12/12 Last day for band/
orchestra before break

12/16 Kindergarten music
program-5:30pm & Ist grade
program-6:30pm

12/18 Holiday parties

12/22-1/2 Winter Break

Looking ahead

1/5 Institute Day- No school
1/6 School resumes from break

1/6 PT0 meeting (virtual)
530pm-6:30pm

1/9 Rl Young Author hooks due
to IMC

1/9 Croc charm & sticker sale-
T:30am

1/19 Dr. Martin Luther King’s
hirthday- No school

1/23 PT0 Trivia night 5:30-8pm
@ The Westside BloNo

1/30 IMC activity night

Northpoint Knights

Happy Holidays!

I hope that this newsletter finds you
healthy and not too stressed from all the
holiday activities. We had a great
Thanksgiving at the Harr household,
spending quality time with family and
friends. We are looking forward to winter
break in anticipation of more family time.

Northpoint will have a busy December
with Holiday celebrations, and other fun
learning activities.

We are also taking the winter STAR
assessment 1n reading and math during
December. This measure allows us to view
individual student growth as well as
identifying areas that can be focused on for
improvement. Please encourage your child
to do their best.

As we wrap up 2025, I hope you and
your family have a safe, restful, and healthy
holiday break.

Mr. Harr




A message from the PTO president...

Happy Holidays Northpoint Families!

November was a month of giving back to our local community and Northpoint. We greatly
appreciate your donations to the Unit 5 Food Drive and Nurse Brandt, instead of supporting the
monthly teacher and staff luncheon. The PTO treated the teachers and staff to pizza in
November and after the holidays will provide a sign-up to make or donate to the soup/salad
luncheon. The famous “cookie trays” sign up will be coming out soon but save the date for
December 17th!

Thank you to the book fair volunteers for assisting Ms. Norton successfully run book fair. Thank
you to the fall clean up volunteers for making the Northpoint grounds look their best. We
appreciate your support at the dine-to-donate fundraiser on November 12th at Fiesta Ranchera.
If you happened to miss it, stay tuned for the next one in 2026.

It was an exciting day for the Northpoint students on November 14th as the new playground and
basketball court had a “soft” opening! An official grand opening will take place in the Spring.

Our next PTO meeting is virtually on Tuesday, January 6th at 5:30 p.m.

On behalf of the PTO, we sincerely appreciate your continued support to our Northpoint
community. We wish you a very Merry Holiday & Happy New Year!

It is a pleasure to serve as your PTO President,

Emily Thomas, PTO President

Notes from the Nurse:

Baby, it’s cold outside!!! Please be sure to have your kids bring a hat, gloves and coat to school as
we plan to go outside if the weather is above 20 degrees. If you need assistance with these items
please reach out to your students' teacher or to the nurse and we can help!

Also, as hats and coats are worn regularly, it is important to check your student(s) for signs of head lice.
Remind your students that sharing hats, coats and other clothing is discouraged as a way to reduce
spread of the pest. It is our goal to be proactive and limit any outbreaks in the school. We can better
accomplish this if we are informed of any positive cases.

Please remember that the number one way to help stop the spread or contraction of any viral/bacterial
illness is PROPER HANDWASHING!! Remind your student(s) to wash hands frequently and correctly
throughout the season: http://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/

***ANY COUGH DROPS CONTAINING MENTHOL such as the Halls/Riccola brands REQUIRE a com-
pleted Unit 5 medication form signed by a physician AND parent before the student(s) can use them at
school. There are several types of drops that do not contain menthol (e.g., Citrus Breezers/Ludens).
These types do not require a physician signature.*** Please be aware these are a choking hazard and
caution should be used before sending them to school.

DENTAL FORMS may be submitted NOW for current kindergartners and 2nd grade students as it is a
requirement by the State of lllinois. The exam must be completed between the dates of November 15,
2024 and May 1, 2026. If your student has had this exam, PLEASE send in the appropriate form. Re-
minder notes will be sent starting in January or February. THANK YOU!!!

Thank you for helping us to have healthy children at school!



http://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/
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What i$ initiative?

Iritiotive means noticing something that needs o be done ond doing it—without being osked. [H's dbout faking

responsibility, frying new things, solving problems, and being willing to stort something on your own.

Far children, this might look like starting homework without reminders, helping a sibling, coming wb with a credtive

idea during plogtime, or trying ogain of fer o mistoke. [aking inftiotive helps shudents become independent thinkers

and dosrs.
Why is initiative important?

Fostering inftiative heles children build confidence, ndependence, self -metivation, and o sense of purpose.

How can you foster initiative at home?
Give Opportunities for Responsbilty — Let your child foke on small tosks like seffing the fable, feeding a pet,

or choosing their cwn clothes. Proise their ef Torts

when they take oction on their cwn.

Encourage Problam-Solving — If your child is stuck, ask guiding questions irstead of jumping in with o solfion.
ry next.

Hel them think through what they could

o

Celsbrale Effort and Action — When your child starts something independently or comes up with a new ideg,

arfed on your homework without being reminded!”

acknowledge i, For example: “T love that wou got s

Allow Sofe Mistakes — Infictive sometimes means trying and not gefting it right the first time. Let wour child know

it's okoy to moke mistakes ond that effort is what moHers most,

Be o Role Model — Show infictive yourself by tockling new pro jects or challenges and toking abeut your thought
|

process out lud. Children of ten learn mest by watching what we do.
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What is goal Setting?

Groal sefting is the process of identifying something you want te accomplish and establishing measurable sfeps and o
timeline fo achieve . For young shudents, this could be s simple os finishing a bock, improving their math facts,
or remembering fo bring their homewerk fo school every day.

Why i$ goal setting important?

When children learn how fo set ond werk foward goals, they build valuable habits like responsibility, perseverance,
time management, and sell confidence. Goal sefting helps children foke cwnership of their learning ond octions,
develop a growth mindset, ond learn how fo break big fasks infe smaller, more manageable steps.

How can youy foster goal Setting at home?

Start Small and Make it Fun Help your child set o shori-term goal thef is specific and achievable, such as reading

10 mintes every day for o week or learning five new spelling words.

Use Encourngement and Praise Effert Celebrole progress ond effort, rot just the end resull. This reirfeorces

persistence and mabivabion.

Modal Goal Setting Yourself Share your swn goals with your child—whether i#'s Tinishing a beok, shicking to o
habit, or soving for something special. Let them see the process in action.

Check In Together Talk adbout how the goal is going. What's werking? What's challenging? This helps children
reflect ond od just their plon, an importent part of reaching any geal.

Usa Visual Tooks Charts, calendars, or sticker boords can be helful and motivating teals for yaunger children fo

track progress.
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Fundraising

| want to thank everyone for your continued generosity in our fundraising and donation requests. The PTO has a
lot of requests throughout the year to support our students with events such as trunk or treat and Karnival; sup-
port our teachers and staff with monthly lunches, birthday recognition, and more; help pay for school improve-
ments like our new adjustable basketball hoops; and support broader district efforts including the recent Novem-
ber food drive. We appreciate you continuing to support Northpoint and Unit 5. And, the opportunities continue:

Dine-to-Donate
e With so many holiday commitments in December, there will not be a dine-to-donate night.

e We are already working on partnerships for January and February so be sure to check our PTO
page on Facebook for details.

Spirit Wear
e We will have spirit wear sales again on January 9 before school. As always, please send cash.

e \Water bottle stickers, keychains, fidgets, and more will be available. You can see all the items on
Facebook.

Trivia Night

e Get your teams ready!! Trivia Night is scheduled on Friday, January 23 from 6-8 at The Westside
BloNo. Check-in will begin at 5:30. A sign Up Genius will follow shortly.

Karnival Knight

e We will host Karnival on Friday, March 6 from 5-8 (note the date correction from last month’s
newsletter)

e We will host families with sensory needs from 4-5.

e Lots more information, including a new way to donate to our raffle baskets, will be shared as we en-
ter the new year.

Our Knight Mission Statement

Northpoint students, teachers, staff, and families work together to inspire individuality through
social, personal, and academic excellence.
Our Knight Vision
Our vision is to provide a safe, caring, stimulating environment where our students will achieve their
fullest potential, so they may become lifelong learners.

K nights Get your Arrrmor on! Respectful, Responsible, Ready/Safe
N orthpoint Community Pride

I nspiring Life Long Learning

G uiding Individual Excellence for All Students

H ome to school Connections

T eamwork

S tudent Centered Success




