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WHEREAS, American Education Week is a time for the community 
to celebrate public education and honor the professionals who work to 
ensure that all students receive a quality education – something that 
cannot be taken away from them and provides hope, possibilities, and 
opportunities for a meaningful and successful life; and

WHEREAS, the first American Education Week was observed in  
1921, and since then, schools and communities across the United 
States have championed the belief that public education is a pillar of 
our democracy and a cornerstone of American opportunity; and

WHEREAS, the theme for American Education Week focuses on 
the importance of togetherness and collaboration among students, 
teachers, families, and other members of the school family in support 
of a teaching and learning environment where everyone can discover, 
grow, and thrive regardless of their background or circumstances; and

WHEREAS, we are proud of our public schools in Gaston County, 
which serve as an integral part of our community and cultivate our 
future leaders through opportunities for students in academics, 
athletics, the fine arts, Career and Technical Education, extracurricular 
activities, and other areas. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Gaston County 
Board of Education is proud to proclaim November 17-21, 2025 as

American Education Week
in Gaston County Schools and encourages everyone to show their 
support by engaging in special activities that bring attention to the 
importance of our schools and also expressing their appreciation for 
the outstanding education that our public schools provide to children.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this proclamation be made a 
part of the minutes of the Board of Education, adopted this the 
seventeenth day of November, 2025.  

PROCLAMATION
American Education Week

in Gaston County Schools

County
Schools

_____________________________________
Morgen A. Houchard, Superintendent 

Gaston County Schools

_____________________________________
Joshua D. Crisp, Chairman

Gaston County Board of  Education
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Agenda Item 

Meeting Date:  11/17/2025 

Agenda Item Title/Topic:  Curriculum & Instruction Committee Report 

Type of Item:   ☐ Consent ☐ Action​ ☒ Information

Main Points: 

The Gaston County Board of Education’s Curriculum & Instruction Committee meets 
regularly to discuss curriculum and instruction-related topics and issues.  Jeff Ramsey is 
chair of the committee and members are Robbie Lovelace, Janna Smith and 
A.M. Stephens III.  A report of the Curriculum & Instruction Committee’s actions and
discussions will be made at the Board meeting by a member of the Committee.

Fiscal Implications: 
As indicated in the report. 

Recommendation: 
Committee recommendations are reflected in the report. 

Policy Implications: 
Policy Code: 2230 Board Committees 

Strategic Goal Alignment:   
Goal 1. Every student will graduate prepared for post-secondary opportunities. 

Submitted by:  Curriculum and Instruction Committee​

Department: Curriculum and Instruction 
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Agenda Item 

Meeting Date:  11/17/2025 

Agenda Item Title/Topic:  Adult Meal Price Increase 

Type of Item:       ☒ Consent ☒ Action ☐ Information

Main Points:  

The School Nutrition Program is recommending a transition from fixed meal pricing to 
an à la carte rate structure. This change is necessary to ensure compliance with federal 
regulations, which require adult meal prices to meet or exceed the federal 
reimbursement rate, as adult meals are not subsidized. Based on findings from our 
September 18, 2025 technical review, Gaston County Schools is currently out of 
compliance with this requirement. 

Fiscal Implications:  

None 

Recommendation:   

Approval to move from set meal pricing to à la carte rate. 

Policy Implications:   

Policy Code 6220: Operations of School Nutrition Services 

Strategic Goal Alignment:   

Other: Policy or Gen Statute.  See above. 

Submitted by:   Bessie Harvey, Assistant             Department: Operations
     Superintendent of Operations 
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