
Morgan Hill Unified School District Pathways to a High School Diploma:​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Updated August 19, 2025 

Graduation 
Pathway: 

220 A-G (or exceeding)  
Pathway 

220 non A-G Pathway 180 Transitional 
Pathway  

Adult Ed 140 
Pathway 

130 California Alternative 
Pathway 

Available to: All students  (must pass 
courses with C- or better) 

Transfer or extraordinary 
circumstances 

Alternative Education  or 
SWD through IEP’s 

Adult Education 
students  

Qualifying Foster, Homeless, 
Migrant, Active Military, Students 
with IEP’s who qualify for taking 
the California Alternative 
Assessment (CAA) 

Available at: Ann Sobrato, Live Oak and 
Central High Schools 

Central or through IEP at ASHS, 
LOHS 

Central or through IEP at 
ASHS, LOHS 

Adult Education All sites for qualifying students 

Subject: Note:  Regardless of pathway, all students must take 7 classes each semester unless eligible for senior exemption 

English 40 credits 40 credits 40 credits 30 credits 30 credits 

Social 
Science 

30 credits 
* 10 World History 
* 10 US History 
* 5 Civics 
* 5 Economics  

30 credits 
* 10 World History 
* 10 US History 
* 5 Civics 
* 5 Economics  

30 credits 
* 10 World History 
* 10 US History 
* 5 Civics 
* 5 Economics  

30 credits 
* 10 World History 
* 10 US History 
* 5 Civics 
* 5 Economics  

30 credits (Gen Ed or SDC 
courses for qualifying SWD) 
* 10 World History 
* 10 US History 
* 5 Civics and 5 Economics  

Mathematics 30 credits,  
meet or exceed Algebra 1 
requirement met by passing 
Integrated Math I, (may meet 
with 20 credits with successful 
completion of Math 
8,Integrated 2 & 3 or higher) 
note A-G recommends 40 crdt.  

30 credits,  
Algebra 1 requirement met by 
passing Integrated  
Math I,  
40 credits recommended  

30 credits,  
meet or exceed Alg 1 

20 credits,  
meet or exceed Alg 1 

20 credits, (Gen Ed or SDC 
courses for qualifying SWD) 
 
Must meet or exceed Alg 1 or may 
be met with SDC IM 1 
 
 

Science 30 credits  
* 10 Biology 
* 10 Chemistry 
* 10 Physics 

20 credits (SWD only at  ASHS 
& LOHS) 
* 10 physical 
* 10 life 

20 credits  
* 10 physical 
* 10 life 

20 credits  
* 10 physical 
* 10 life 

20 credits (Gen Ed or SDC 
courses for qualifying SWD) 
* 10 physical 
* 10 life 

Physical 
Education 

20 credits 20 credits 20 credits Not required 20 credits 

World 
Language 

10 credits  
meeting or exceeding year 2 
level if year 1 taken in grade 7 
or 8.  3 years recommended 

20 credits  
applied arts, VAPA, or world 
language 

10 credits  
applied arts, VAPA, world 
language, or CTE 
 

10 credits  
applied arts, VAPA, 
world language, or 
CTE 
 

10 credits  
applied arts, VAPA, world 
language, or CTE 

VAPA 10 credits 

CTE 10 credits 10 credits 



Electives or 
other 

requirements 

40 credits  
including at least one UC/A-F 
list elective beyond 
requirement 

50 credits  
of student’s choice 

30 credits  
by choice but including a 
post-secondary plan and > 
85% attendance while on 
the pathway. 

30 credits  
Including (5 credits in 
each) 
* Financial Literacy 
* Work Readiness 
* Digital Literacy 

Not required  

 
General Education students at comprehensive high schools have only one graduation pathway--the 220 credit A-G pathway that meets the UC/CSU A-G 
list aligned coursework requirements. Students must pass courses with a C- or better for their diploma to be recognized by UC/CSU as well as the 
California Department of Education as certifying them as College Ready. Additional college readiness indicators considered by colleges and recognized by 
the California Department of Education include:  taking at least two AP courses and passing the AP test with a 3 or better, Passing dual HS/College credit 
courses, exceeding standards on the CAASPP English and Math test; as well as taking the most challenging coursework that is available to students in 
their school’s course offerings including electives. General education students at ASHS and LOHS who do not earn a C- or better in a course or fail a 
course may be required by order of the principal (with parental opt out option) to retake courses for grade improvement or credit recovery including 
attending extended day or summer school. Students who do not pass courses with a C- or better may be granted a diploma with completion and passing 
each course in the A-G pathway, although they must acknowledge that they will not be considered college ready.  
 
Special Education students at any high school may access the 220 A-G, 220 non A-G, the 180 Transitional pathway or the 130 credit Alternative 
Pathway through IEP team consensus. Discussion at IEP teams must consider and plan for the student to pursue the most rigorous reasonable pathway 
with consideration for the student’s individual learning challenges. It is not the intent of these options to provide either an easy way out or a last minute 
safety net of premature or late adjustments to pathways in order to secure a diploma; but rather to provide options that can be thoughtfully planned and 
supported throughout a four year course plan that best meets a student’s learning goals. For some students, the pathway choice may be appropriate at the 
beginning of high school--for others, it may be appropriate to attempt more rigorous pathways with a plan to revisit pathway choices along the way as 
students progress through high school. The most common adjustments will likely include modifying math pathways so that students attain Algebra 1 
competency perhaps after additional basic preparatory courses instead of at the beginning of a three year higher math pathway.  The 220 non A-G and the 
Transitional pathway also require only two years of science (basic life science and physical science) as opposed to the three year Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics required in the comprehensive 220 A-G pathway. The other flexibility available through the 220 non A-G and 180 credit pathway include adjusting 
how students might meet the CTE/VAPA/World Language requirement.   
 
Discussions about pathways should begin in middle school IEP’s and be part of the middle school to high school transition discussions. Students may not 
be assigned to a pathway without participation by high school representatives on the IEP team. Some considerations to discuss at IEP’s to inform the 
decision about appropriate pathway choices should include: 

●​ The history of measurable present levels and growth trends by examining assessment data and student work exemplars (MAP testing history, 
CAASPP/CAA testing history, reading levels, progress on IEP goals, and writing samples).  

●​ The student’s likelihood of passing Algebra 1 with available support.  
●​ The student’s need and likelihood of passing three years of Science with available support.  
●​ The student’s language learning history, dual language status or capacity to pass a second language or sign language requirement.  
●​ The student’s attendance, work completion, behaviors, executive functioning skills and course grade history as related to successful completion of 

course work and earning course credit. 



●​ The student’s post-high school graduate plans and goals and how to best support them. 
●​ Any other options that may better serve the student such as a fifth year or a post secondary program. 
●​ A plan to monitor the student’s progress toward graduation and when to revisit pathway choice discussions.  

Finally, students who are on a 180 credit pathway are still required to take 6 classes while enrolled and may be offered: support classes to help them pass 
their other classes such as study skills, double-up on foundational courses such as literacy or math skills, take additional electives or even audit higher 
courses such as physics or upper math without the formal credit requirement of those courses being necessary for their diploma pathway.  
 
Students with extensive needs disabilities who qualify for the California AlternateAssessments, or CAA must be awarded a diploma (instead of a 
certificate of completion) beginning with students who entered high school in 2022-23. Those students must meet the California minimum diploma 
requirements listed in the far right column above, but are not required to meet any additional requirements for the Alternative Pathway. The diploma will 
count towards the school’s graduation rate on the California Public School Dashboard but not on the Federal graduation rate. The CALPADS report will 
identify the Alternative Pathway students separately for this purpose. For more information see the CDE information guide for the Alternative Pathway. 
 

https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/se/lr/om082523.asp

