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Join fellow 
alumni and 
friends in  
supporting 
Fisher!
No matter when you graduated or where 
life has taken you, we invite you to  
reconnect and engage as a Fisher Falcon 
for life. Your involvement strengthens 
our community and enriches the Fisher 
experience for everyone.

Fisher’s 4th Annual Golf Classic returns to the 
Merrimack Valley Golf Club in Methuen, MA.

 October 5, 2026

FISHER COLLEGE GOLF CLASSIC

The Fisher College Athletic Program will honor 
Class of 2026 hall of famers.

 October 24, 2026

HALL OF FAME

Save the Dates!

We want to hear from you!  
After the success of View Boston, 
we’re reimagining Fisher’s  
3rd Annual Alumni Mixer for 2026. 
What kind of networking event 
would you love to attend? Scan 

the QR code to help shape the experience.

 June 2026, TBD

FISHER ALUMNI MIXER
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For Stacia (Phelan) Baquerizo  
 ’90 and Lindsay ’28, Fisher  
College is more than a campus— 
it’s a family tradition.
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 From Playbook to Portfolio  
 Fisher prepared Carmine  
 Charles ’06 for a thriving  
 career in finance.
BY PAULA M.  BODAH

nament. “Once I met Coach Scott Du-
lin, we hit it off right away,” he recalls, 
making the decision to head to Boston 
for college an easy one.

On the court, Charles became 
the first Fisher student-athlete to be 
named Sunrise Conference Basketball 
Player of the Year, led the Falcons 
to their first conference champion-
ship, and finished his career in the 
1,000-point club. He also earned 
multiple all-conference honors and 
served as team captain, helping estab-
lish Fisher basketball as a competitive 
presence. Off the court, he worked as 
a student assistant in the Athletics 
Department and made connections 
that remain strong today. “I still have 
friends from Fisher, and I still catch 
up with Scott,” he says. “It just shows 
you the type of school Fisher is, and 
how welcoming it was.”

After earning his bachelor’s degree 
in Management, Charles entered 
the world of public finance. Today 
he is a director at Fitch Ratings, a 
leading bond rating agency, where 
he manages a portfolio that includes 
cities, counties, districts, universities, 
and nonprofits across the Midwest 
and Northeast. His work combines 
business development with maintain-
ing long-term relationships, a balance 
he says feels both challenging and 
rewarding. “It’s definitely an inter-
esting time to be in this business,” 
he says. “From one day to the next, 

you don’t know what will happen.” 
Part of that uncertainty stems from 
changes in federal higher education 
funding. “Right now we’re seeing a 
lot of funding being pulled that will 
impact universities,” Charles explains. 
“If this continues, schools are going 
to face real cuts because the govern-
ment isn’t supporting them the way it 
once did.” Still, he adds, the shifting 
environment has pushed institutions 
to think more creatively about how to 
serve students and strengthen their 
financial footing for the future.

Though the finance world keeps 
him busy—he lives in Brooklyn and 
works in Manhattan, with frequent 
travel across the country—Charles 
stays grounded in family life. He’s the 
proud dad of a nine-year-old daugh-
ter, and revels in the joy her continued 
growth brings.

He also remains a passionate bas-
ketball fan. “Every now and then, I still 
play,” he says. “I have WNBA season 
tickets and love catching professional 
and college games whenever I can.”

Looking back, Charles credits 
Fisher for his ability to thrive in both 
athletics and academics. “The lessons 
I learned there continue to shape my 
leadership and outlook today,” he 
says. “I would tell students that step-
ping out of their comfort zone to make 
the kinds of strong connections I did 
at Fisher will help them throughout 
their careers.” 

For Ibtissam Daif ’17 M.B.A. ’18, education is more than a pro-
fession—it is a calling and a lifelong passion. Today she teaches 
and coaches students at Mohammed VI Polytechnic University in 
Benguerir, Morocco, where she designs learning experiences that 
prepare them for life after graduation and beyond. “I want to be for 
my students what my professors and mentors at Fisher were for 
me,” she says.

Daif’s journey began when she left Morocco to study at Fisher 
College, a leap that challenged and inspired her. The transition 
was not easy. “In Morocco we didn’t write research papers the way 

American students do, so I spent hours in 
the library learning those skills,” she re-
calls. That determination, along with close 
relationships with faculty and staff, helped 
her thrive both academically and personally.

Outside the classroom, she became 
deeply involved in campus life as a peer 
mentor, teaching assistant, and student 
worker. “Learning doesn’t happen only in 
the classroom,” Daif says. “At Fisher, I dis-
covered the value of connecting with people 
from many backgrounds and perspectives.”

After five years in Boston and Washing-

 Shaping Future Leaders ton, D.C., where she worked in workforce 
development and educational programming, 
she returned to Morocco in 2020. Since then 
she has taught courses in business and  
human resource development, coached more 
than 500 students, and launched youth- 
focused initiatives promoting environmental  
stewardship and leadership.

Looking back, Daif says Fisher shaped 
her in ways that extend far beyond academ-
ics. “It was a beautiful experience where 
the labels disappeared, and I could truly be 
myself,” she says. –PMB

Basketball opened the door to Fisher College. The edu-
cation and relationships Carmine Charles ’06 built there 
helped him step confidently into a career in finance.

Charles, a New York City native, was recruited in high 
school when a coach from Fisher saw his talents at a tour-
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Fisher 
Events

An annual tradition contin-
ued when alumni gathered 
at View Boston in June to 
reconnect with old friends, 
make new ones, and rem-
inisce about their time at 
Fisher, all while enjoying the 
stunning Boston skyline.

The 3rd Annual Fisher 
Golf Classic, held at the 
Merrimack Valley Golf Club 
on October 6, 2025, was a 
resounding success, raising 
record-high funds. The Club 
will host the 4th annual tour-
nament on October 5, 2026. 

The College 101 Grad-
uation honored local high 
school students completing 
Fisher’s free pre-college  
Summer program, with grad-
uates taking home college 
credits in top fields and build-
ing the foundation for future 
college success. 



  BEYOND / ADVANCING FISHER

38    Fisher College Magazine / 2025

What inspired you to give  
financially to Fisher College?  
I donate monthly to support Athlet-
ics. Sports played a big role in my 
time at Fisher—especially baseball—
so it feels natural to give back in that 
way. I also served as an assistant 
volleyball coach from 2022 through 
2023. Now that I’m in a staff role 
and can’t contribute as much on the 
field, I do my part financially.

Why did you choose to attend 
Fisher? I grew up in Loiza, Puerto 
Rico, and was planning to attend 
a university there when I came to 
Boston for a baseball tryout and met 
Coach Scott Dulin. I had also always 
dreamed of living in Boston and 
rooting for the Red Sox. Fisher made 
both possible.

How did your education set you 
up for success? Fisher’s small 
size meant my professors knew me, 
worked with me, and cared about 
my success. If I ever struggled with 
an assignment, they always gave 
me the chance to communicate 
and make it right. That one-on-one 
attention helped me grow, both 
academically and personally. Today, 
as Housing Director, I try to offer 
students the same understanding 
and support that I received.

What motivates you to continue 
supporting Fisher? At 26, I know 
there’s more to life than what you 
spend on daily habits. Even a small 
monthly contribution can make a 
meaningful difference. I always tell 
people: let your Fisher experience 
guide your giving. If everyone gives 
back to the programs that shaped 
them, future students will have even 
better opportunities. For me, that 
means helping Athletics so the base-
ball program can reach new heights. 
To donate, please visit fisher.edu/
give. –Paula M. Bodah

Photograph by Christopher Churchill

“Fisher’s small size meant 
my professors knew me, 

worked with me, and cared 
about my success”

NORBERTO CEBALLOS ’21, M.B.A. ’22

Donor 
Q+A

 Norberto   
 Ceballos ’21, 
M.B.A. ’22
Fisher’s Housing Director  
on giving back.
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Artifact

Photograph by Christopher Churchill

Before laptops and tablets, this Boston Ranger crank sharpener was the star of the classroom— 
its whirring gears and tidy pile of shavings proof that learning was in full swing. Perched on a 
Fisher desk back in the day, it turned ordinary pencils into precise tools for note-taking, bookkeep-
ing, and bright ideas. The satisfying twist of the handle symbolized focus and determination—
traits Fisher students have always shared. Like the College itself, this old-school gadget kept  
evolving, staying sharp through every era. Today’s Falcons may swipe instead of crank, but the 
mission endures: to shape minds, refine skills, and prepare students for success. —Paula M. Bodah

VINTAGE PENCIL SHARPENER



For more than 120 years, Fisher College has been opening doors and changing lives.  
With your planned gift, you’ll ensure that future students have the chance to think critically,  

collaborate, and realize their potential—ready to take on the world.

Creating a legacy is simpler than you might think. Through planned giving as part of your  
estate planning—whether by bequest, trust, charitable gift annuity, or endowed fund—you can  

secure Fisher’s future and make a lasting difference in the lives of generations to come.

We’d be honored to talk with you about how your planned gift can make a difference. Contact the Office of Advancement 
and Alumni Engagement at 617-236-8822 or alumni@fisher.edu, or visit fisher.edu/give.

Join us in shaping the future of Fisher.

Invest in tomorrow. 
Leave a legacy today.






