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YMS Office Contact Information

Mr. Bryan Buck
Principal
bbuck@y115.org
630-553-4544 x 4062

Mrs. Lauren Chernick
Administrative Assistant to Principal
Ichernick@y115.0org

630-553-4544 x 4441

Mrs. Natalie Soelke

Assistant Principal of Teaching and Learning
nsoelke@y115.0org

630-553-4544 x 4155

Mr. Matt Schreiner

Assistant Principal of Student Services
mschreiner@y115.org

630-553-4544 x 4021

Mrs. Monika Sobota
Middle School Counselor A-G

msobota@y115.org
630-553-4544 x 6539

Ms. Holly Hinton

Middle School Counselor H-O
hhinton@y115.0rg
630-553-4544 x4428

Mrs. Maria Kessler

Middle School Counselor P-Z
mkessler@y115.org
630-553-4544 x 5764

Yorkville Middle School

Yorkville Middle School is a grade seven and eight school that embraces the middle school
philosophy by supporting the cognitive, physical, and social emotional needs of the middle
level learner. The learning environment is structured with routines and procedures yet flexible
to individual student needs. Teachers challenge and stretch student thinking and encourage
students to persevere through these challenges.

While students are part of the larger whole-school community, students are also a part of a
much smaller school community through their academic teams. A team of teachers share not
only the same location in the building, but the same students.

Students are required to participate in English Language Arts (ELA), math, science, social
studies, and physical education/health courses. English Language Arts (ELA) and mathematics
courses are offered in a block and a half of time. If necessary, students may receive

additional support through interventions for reading, math, and executive functioning.
Students will have opportunities to participate in multiple elective options, including one

of three levels of Spanish, German, art, band, orchestra, choir, theater, and four career and
technical exploratory courses.

YMS staff members and students strive for a community of kindness and compassion. Advisory
lessons support this as well as provide students an opportunity to develop stronger executive
functioning skills. Advisory also provides an opportunity for students to receive additional
support from a core teacher and to develop the skills needed for college, career, and life
readiness.

Included in this course guide are useful tools to help students explore their academic interests,
plan for high school, set goals, and academic resources on attendance and time management.
Grade level counselors are also a great resource to support our students’ course planning. The
guidance counselor is the key contact for the course selection process.



Course Selection Process

December
e 6th and 7th grade teachers complete course recommendations
for students in Synergy

NELDETSY

* Rising 7th grade parent information nights.

e Rising 7th graders pre-registration presentations at home schools.

e Rising 8th graders receive pre-registration and elective course
presentations.

e Students access the Curriculum and Course Guide.

e Rising 8th grade students will have the opportunity to work with the
school counselor in Advisory.

e ParentVue opens to families for elective course requests.

April

e Rising 7th Grader Step Up Experience.

e Rising 7th Graders receive course verification sheets at Step Up
Experience.

May
* Rising 8th grade students receive course verification sheets.

June
e Student schedules are finalized.

August

e Students receive schedules via StudentVue in August. Limited
changes will be made to class schedules. Counselors are available
to make necessary changes if a scheduling error has occurred.

YMS Course Change Request

The following guidelines will be used in the event that a student wishes to change a course once the semester or quarter has begun:

e Days 1-5: Schedule appointment with guidance counselor to change course. Options will be based on availability.

e Days 6-14: Students must complete the Course Change Request form found in the main office or in the Student Services office. Both student
and parent signatures are required. Options will be based on schedule and availability.

e After Day 14: Students are allowed to request a change in elective course with completion of Course Change Request form. Changes after
14 days will only be made based on extenuating circumstances and may involve consultation with administration. Options will be based on

schedule and availability.

Each student’s selection of classes involves input from students, parents, teachers, counselors, and administrators.
More information about student schedule change requests can be found in the student handbook.



Course Grading & Report Cards

The goals of education are accomplished by the pursuit of knowledge and understanding rather
than the pursuit of grades.

The middle school uses a hybrid grading system that shows student demonstration of mastery in
an overall course grade, as well as in a standards-based reporting approach.

The traditional, overall course grade is based on 60% as a passing grade. Grades are issued at the
end of each quarter. The grading scale represents different levels of achievement:

100-90 (A):
This indicates clear and convincing evidence of deep knowledge and detailed understanding of
the concepts and skills learned in the course.

89-80 (B):
This indicates evidence of substantial knowledge and consistent understanding of the concepts
and skills learned in the course.

79-70 (C):
This indicates evidence of basic knowledge and understanding of the concepts and skills learned
in the course.

69-60 (D):
This indicates evidence of limited knowledge and understanding of the concepts and skills learned
in the course.

59-0 (F):

This indicates that the student has not met the minimum requirements and will receive no credit.
Evidence of knowledge is incomplete or has so many misconceptions the students cannot be said
to understand the concepts learned in the course.

Incomplete (l): This indicates incomplete work due to a medical condition or other reason that
disallowed students from completing work during the quarter.

Pass (P): This indicates passing grade.

The standards-based reporting scale is based on
District 115 curriculum standards for each content
area, and uses the following scale:

Meets (M)
Progressing (P)

Not Met (N)

Not Applicable (NA)

Additionally, teachers report student learner
characteristics each quarter, which include
completing quality learning activities, advocating
for oneself, working collaboratively, and engaging
in the learning process. The scale for reporting on
these characteristics is as follows:

Consistently (C)
Frequently (FR)
Sometimes (S)

Needs Attention (NA)

District 115 Learning
& Grading Philosophy
and Plan

Please review the Yorkville CUSD 115 Learning
and Grading Plan webpage for current information
and details regarding assessment and grading
practices.



Athletics, Clubs, and Activities Eligibility

Students must be earning a 60% or higher to participate in athletics, clubs, or activities. Eligibility
will be checked on a weekly basis. Any athlete determined to be ineligible will be able to practice
but will not dress or participate in any contest during one full week starting on Monday to the
following Sunday. Building administrators reserve the right to remove a student athlete from a
team if he/she is ineligible for three consecutive weeks.

Special Education Services

Any student who qualifies for special education services through the individualized education
plan (IEP) process receives the support and placement deemed appropriate by the IEP team.

Advisory Period

Students attend Advisory for approximately 30 minutes each morning. During this time, students
may receive academic interventions, engage in re-learning, attend music technique lessons, check
their grades in Canvas or StudentVue, set academic goals, meet with other teachers, or read
independently. Students also engage in activities using Y115's social-emotional curriculum, Second
Step, which focuses on topics such as empathy, bullying, and self-advocacy. Students may also use
Advisory as an opportunity to meet with a trusted adult from Student Services for social-emotional
support.



Advanced Courses at
Yorkville Middle School

7th Grade Courses 8th Grade Courses

Advanced Science Advanced Science

Advanced Advanced
Social Studies Social Studies

Advanced, Accelerated, and High School Credit Courses

7th Grade Accelerated Courses at

District 115 is committed to providing a range of educational programs that meet the different Yorkville Middle School

learning needs of all students. Children who exhibit exceptionally strong intellectual abilities
and demonstrate the potential for performing significantly beyond the standard curricu-
lum--when compared to other peers of their age, experience, or environment--have learning
needs that require differentiated instruction. This instruction includes content, strategies, and
expectations of student performance. Yorkville Middle School actively works to ensure every 8th Grade Mathematics
student receives a curriculum that provides high quality assignments and assessments over the
significant concepts within each content area.

8th Grade English Language Arts

Advanced Courses: Advanced courses are designed to challenge students to extend their 8th Grade Accelerated Courses
learning into concepts that require more independent investigation both in and outside of the at Yorkville Middle School
classroom. These courses are designed with a rigorous pace.

with option for high school credit

World
Language

Accelerated Courses: Yorkville Middle School offers accelerated math options for both grade
levels. Students engage in content at the next instructional grade level. Yorkville Middle School
Students who enroll in a high school level course are eligible to receive high school credit. More
information can be found on the District 115 Acceleration, Gifted, & Talented webpage.

English Mathematics

English | Algebra | Spanish |

Honors Honors . X
h f High
(Choice of High | (Choice of High (gcﬁolcoei gredlg)
School Credit) School Credit)

Geometry Spanish
Honors Heritage |
(Choice of High (Choice of High
School Credit) School Credit)

German |
(Choice of High
School Credit)




School

and Home
Partnership
Tools

ParentVue:

The Synergy ParentVUE and StudentVUE portals
give parents and students unprecedented web and
mobile access to grades, assignments, and commu-
nication with teachers.

https://edupoint.com/Products/ParentVUE-Stu-
dentVUE

Canvas: Canvas is an online learning management system (LMS) that helps teachers and students connect
and share course materials and activities.

ParentVue: The Synergy ParentVUE and StudentVUE portals give parents and students web and mobile
access to grades, assignments, and communication with teachers. https://edupoint.com/Products/Parent-
VUE-StudentVUE

Schoolinks: Schoolinks, Yorkville Middle School’s college and career readiness platform, supports our
commitment and investment in your future. Starting Fall 2025, students will have access to this innovative
tool and will continue to use it through high school graduation. SchoolLinks is an integral part of our
counseling curriculum, providing students with the tools to learn about careers, colleges, and financial
literacy. It also houses a student’s Individualized Learning Plan (ILP), a 4-year plan that guides their
academic and career journey. Click here to log in to SchooLinks.

Savvas enVision Math: Savvas enVision Math is the core resource for math classes in grades K-12. Students
are able to access lessons, resources, videos, and more to support their learning in mathematics. Students
can access Savvas through their Student Sign On portal.

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt (HMH): HMH is the core resource for 6-8 language arts classes. Students have
an account and are able to access readings, assignments, and quizzes from their language arts teachers.
Students can access HMH through their Student Sign On portal.

Savvas Elevate Science: Science and Advanced Science classes use Savvas Elevate Science as their primary
curriculum resource. Students can access Savvas through their Student Sign On portal.

Discovery Education: Discovery Education is the primary curriculum resource used by all Social Studies
classes. Videos, readings, and interactive activities are included in the Social Studies Digital “Techbook”
and is accessible through Canvas.

District 115 Website and Mobile App: Access information regarding the district and schools at
https://www.y115.org. You can also download the mobile app by going to the District 115 Mobile App
webpage.

Second Step: Empowered with Skills for Life. Second Step programs help students build social-emotional
skills—like nurturing positive relationships, managing emotions, and setting goals—so they can thrive in
school and in life. https://www.secondstep.org/middle-school-curriculum



Digital Learning at Yorkville Middle School

Purposeful use of technology allows teachers to expand the time, space, and delivery of instruc-
tion. Teachers are able to engage with students in class or through online collaborative exchanges
during or after regular class time. This flexibility allows for learning to continue at a consistent
pace regardless of any interruptions in the daily schedule for students and teachers.

Roles and Responsibilities

Student Role

Engage in learning activities within and outside the classroom

Choose learning paths based on skills, interests, and needs

Demonstrate the characteristics of good digital citizenship by completing assignments
Practice self-advocacy and ask for help when needed

Communicate openly with classmates, teachers, and parents

Check the course calendar, assignments, and progress daily

Check and respond to school email

Bring a charged Chromebook to school everyday

Parent Role

* Make informed decisions regarding best fit for student

® Monitor weekly progress of students through ParentVue and Canvas
e Communicate in a proactive and consistent manner with teachers

e Help students bring a charged chromebook to school each day

Teacher Role
e Utilize Canvas as the primary tool for organizing courses and delivering instruction
e Monitor Canvas Student Contact Card and contact student, parent, and counselor with
concerns
Implement district curriculum & assessments with fidelity
Participate in professional development to enhance student experience
Check email daily and respond by the end of the next working day




ART

Course Grade Level Course Length

Art 7,8 Full year

Digital Art and Photography 8 Semester




Art

Grade(s): 7, 8
Length: Full year
In this middle school art program, students will explore their creativity

and enhance their artistic skills through a diverse range of media. Students

will engage in various artistic practices, including watercolor, tempera
paint, collage, clay, digital art, drawing, and sculpture. This course is
designed for students of all skill levels, providing an encouraging
environment where everyone can improve their abilities and express
themselves through art.

Digital Art and Photography

Grade(s): 8

Length: Semester

This middle school digital art course emphasizes the creation of original
artwork using a variety of apps and programs. Students will explore
techniques for altering found images and learn to manipulate
photographs using Adobe Photoshop. This course is ideal for those
interested in expressing their creativity through non-traditional artistic
formats.

Introduction to Ceramics

Grade(s): 8

Length: Semester

In this semester-long course, students will work exclusively with clay. We
will create projects focusing on hand-building methods, such as pinching,
coil building, and slab rolling. Students will also be introduced to pottery
wheel. Students will experience the ceramic process from start to finish,
sculpting and glazing functional and decorative pieces.
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Course

Exploratory Rotation
® Intro to Computer Science

e  PLTW Gateway - Design & Modeling
e Elements of Theater

e Family & Consumer Science

Grade Level

One Quarter of Each

Engineering Basics

Semester

PLTW - Energy and Environment

Semester

Computer Science Code Development
Basics

Semester

Business Basics

Semester

Family and Consumer Sciences

Semester

Elements of Performance

Semester



Intro to Computer Science

Grade: 7

Introductory course in computer science that aims to provide students
with fundamental knowledge and practical skills in website develop-
ment and Sphero programming. The course is designed for beginners
with little to no prior programming experience. Throughout the nine-
week duration, students will gain a comprehensive understanding of
the core concepts and techniques in computer science while actively
engaging in hands-on coding projects.

PTLW Gateway - Design and Modeling

Grade: 7

This course provides students opportunities to apply the design
process to creatively solve problems. Students are introduced to the
unit’s central problem in the first activity and then asked to make
connections to the problem throughout the lessons in the unit.
Students learn and utilize methods for communicating design ideas
through sketches, solid models, and mathematical models. Students
will understand how models can be simulated to represent an
authentic situation and generate data for further analysis and
observations. Students work in teams to identify design requirements,
research topics, and engage stakeholders. In the end, teams design
a toy or game for a child with cerebral palsy, fabricate and test their
prototype, and make necessary modifications to optimize the design
solution.

Elements of Theater

Grade(s): 7

Length: One quarter

This course is a survey of all things theater. Topics covered

include theater history, acting games, projects, basic public
speaking, and some performance. Elements of Theatre is an
exploratory class covering aspects of modern theater.

Family and Consumer Sciences

Grade(s): 7

Length: One quarter

This exploratory class introduces students to the Family and
Consumer Science curriculum. Topics covered include early
child development (focus on birth to pre-kindergarten),
appropriate family and peer relationships, hand sewing, an
basic nutrition and cooking skills and techniques. Students
work together throughout the class to complete projects and
activities.

Engineering Basics

Grade(s): 8

Length: Semester

This course is designed for students to expand on their
knowledge gained from Engineering Explorations. The course
relies heavily on critical thinking, problem solving, independent
initiative, group work and advanced math skills. Students will
utilize the design process to build and test bridge structures.
Students will gain a better understanding of technical drawings
using the Inventor Software and have the opportunity to
participate in the 3D Printer Design Challenge. Architecture
will be explored with the use of Google Sketch Up 8. Students
will then test their knowledge in the construction of a 1/2” = 1"
scale model home and creation of an air skimmer.

PLTW - Energy and Environment

Grade: 8

This course challenges students to think big and toward the
future as they explore sustainable solutions to our energy needs
and investigate the impact of energy on our lives and the world.
They design and model alternative energy sources and evaluate
options for reducing energy consumption. Students use tools
such as the engineering design process, an engineering note-
book, and alternative energy modeling to invent and innovate,
learning how creative thinking and problem solving can change
their world.

Computer Science Code Development Basics

Grade: 8

This 18-week course is designed to introduce students to the
exciting world of computer science through hands-on explo-
ration using Lego SPIKE Prime and Microsoft Make & Code.
Throughout the course, students will learn the fundamentals of
programming logic, problem-solving, and algorithm design using
the graphical programming environment provided by Microsoft
Make & Code. They will also delve into the world of robotics
by building and programming their own robots using the Lego
SPIKE Prime platform. By combining these two powerful tools,
students will gain a comprehensive understanding of computer
science concepts and their practical applications.

Business Basics

Grade(s): 8

Length: Semester

In Business Basics, students take on the role of an entrepreneur.
Throughout this semester course students learn the skills and traits
an entrepreneur possesses. Students will learn the components of
a business plan. Students create logos, slogans, and commercials.
Students watch TV shows like Shark Tank and Undercover Boss to
supplement important business concepts that relate to real-world
scenarios. The class explores how to manage money, write checks,
deposit into checking and savings accounts, and engages with
important math concepts that help businesses survive and thrive.
In the International Business unit, students will learn how to greet,
dress, talk, and behave across the globe while getting to try differ-
ent “ethnic” foods.

Family and Consumer Sciences

Grade(s): 8

Length: Semester

This elective class will continue to develop skills and knowledge in
child development, sewing, and cooking. Students will go more
in-depth with child development, and create educational practices
for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers. Students will learn how to
operate a sewing machine and create items from scratch. The
cooking unit will include more elaborate recipes and give the
students an opportunity to create their own recipe. This class
also introduces the students to the world of interior design.

Elements of Performance

Grade(s): 8

Length: Semester

This course is a more in-depth study of theater. Successful
completion of 7th grade Elements of Theatre is helpful. Topics
covered include theater history from prehistoric to early American
times, script analysis, and critical aspects of theater.
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Educational Support Services

Course Grade Level Course Length

Math Plus 7’ 8

ELA Plus 7,8 As needed
, 8




Math Plus

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: Full Year

This course supports students who need additional skills, pre-teaching,
and re-teaching of mathematical concepts. Students are placed into
this course based on grades, assessment data, and teacher recommen-
dation. Student progress is monitored weekly. Students may exit at
the semester based on growth and progress. This course is taught by
YMS'’s math specialist and replaces an elective course.

ELA Plus

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: Full Year

This course supports students who need additional skills and support
with reading comprehension, vocabulary, fluency, and other reading
and writing skills. Students are placed into this course based on
grades, assessment data, and teacher recommendation. Progress

is monitored weekly. Students may exit at the semester based on
growth and progress. This course is taught by YMS's reading
specialist and replaces an elective course.

Study Skills*

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: Full year

This course is taught by a Learning Behavior Specialist and focuses
on helping students manage daily learning activities, study habits,
goal setting, and assessment preparation.

Social Skills*

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: Full year

This course provides direct instruction on the social skills
necessary to be successful in middle school and beyond. Units
within the course will provide strategies for dealing with anxiety,
frustration, and social situations. Social Skills also provides
students with practice in conversational situations, allowing
students to try out new skills in a supportive and structured
setting.

Skills for Independence*

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: Full year

Skills for Independence is designed to provide students with
skill-based instruction that emphasizes career-oriented activities,
work related social and communication skills, and independent
living skills. This course may include in-school jobs and participation
in community career exploration activities.




English Language Aits; -

—

Course Grade Level Course Length

7th Grade English Language Arts
8th Grade English Language Arts
English | Honors

Full Year

Full Year

Full Year

*Indicates these courses are for students
receiving special education support and
services, and are determined through the
|IEP process.

Full Year

Dual Language English/Spanish Language Full Year
Arts

7/8 English Language Arts
7,8



7th Grade English Language Arts

Grade(s): 7

Length: Full year

The seventh grade language arts curriculum connects students
to the Common Core State Standards by introducing cultural-
ly-relevant texts that connect with students’ lives. This course
also includes various opportunities to work toward standards
mastery and college and career readiness. Students will read,
annotate, analyze, and discuss a variety of genres including
short stories, articles, folktales, screenplays, poems, and graphic
novels. This course features several components of language arts
skills as well as different ways to demonstrate learning, includ-
ing the opportunity to write essays, sharpen vocabulary skills,
perform speeches, and practice grammar skills.

8th Grade English Language Arts

Grade(s): 8

Length: Full year

The eighth grade language arts curriculum builds on students’
experience in seventh grade language arts as they work toward
mastery of the Common Core State Standards and college and
career readiness. Students will read, annotate, analyze, and
discuss a variety of genres including short stories, informational
essays, science fiction, historical fiction, and poetry. This course
features several components of language arts skills as well as
different ways to demonstrate learning, including the opportuni-
ty to write essays, sharpen vocabulary skills, perform speeches,
create a comic, and practice grammar skills.

English Language

Learners

Grade
Level

Course Length

EL English
Language Arts 7,8 Full Year
EL Resource 7,8 Full Year

English | Honors

Grade(s): 8

Length: Full year

Prerequisite: Department placement based on teacher
recommendation, past, and projected performance

Next course: English Il or English Il Honors

English | Honors is a high school course, and successful
completion of English I/English | Honors is required for high
school graduation. This is a literature and writing course
designed to challenge students to analyze, evaluate, and

assess various pieces of literature and writing in multiple genres
through both writing and discussion. This course includes pieces
of literature to prepare students for future high school Advanced
Placement (AP) classwork and delves more deeply into writing
and grammar skills. Students who complete this coursework at
the middle school can choose to receive high school credit. This
choice must be made by the end of the first semester.

7/8 English Language Arts*

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: Full year

This course teaches reading comprehension, writing, vocabulary,
and functional activities. Students will participate in class discus-
sions, group work projects, improve their use of technology and
will be engaged in hands-on writing manipulatives. Skills learned
will be applied in community based activities.

Dual Language English/Spanish Language Arts

(course is instructed in Spanish and English)

Grade(s): 7

Length: Full year

This course emphasizes reading, writing, speaking and listening
skills. Students will exhibit critical thinking and comprehension
of a variety of media while developing analytical skills. Grade
level media may include short stories, novels, speeches, poetry,
podcasts, videos, advertisements, newspaper and magazine
articles, and blog posts. This class is instructed in both English
and Spanish, and grade level media will include texts from
Spanish-speaking authors and cultures.

Grade(s): 8

Length: Full year

This course provides an opportunity to enhance and

develop skills in the areas of writing, reading, grammar, and
communication. Students will engage in the study of literature
and informational texts, including identifying the main idea or
theme of a text, making inferences, citing textual evidence, and
comparing and contrasting texts with similar themes. In addition,
students will apply a variety of reading strategies, such as using
context clues, analyzing figurative language, annotating texts,
and objectively summarizing key ideas. Students create a variety
of organized pieces of writing throughout the year, including
narrative, informational, and argumentative essays. Each unit will
include researching, drafting, editing, and publishing final writing
pieces. This class is instructed in both English and Spanish,

and grade level media will include texts from Spanish-speaking
authors and cultures.

EL English Language Arts

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: Full year

This course emphasizes reading, writing, speaking, and
listening skills, and is co-taught by the reading and EL
specialists. Students are placed in this class using ACCESS scores
and other data. In this small group setting, students will exhibit
critical thinking and comprehension of a variety of media while
providing evidence to support the development of

analytical and language skills. Grade level media may include
short stories, novels, speeches, poetry, podcasts, videos,
advertisements, newspaper and magazine articles, and blog
posts. Moreover, students will be encouraged to collaborate
with peers to explore a variety of perspectives.

EL Resource

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: Full year

This course provides English Learners with an opportunity to
receive additional support with reading, writing, speaking,
listening, and goal setting. Students also receive additional
help with their core classwork during this time.
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Mathematics

Course Grade Level Course Length

7th Grade Mathematics Full Year
8th Grade Mathematics Full Year
Algebra | Honors _ Full Year

Geometry Honors _ Full Year

7/8 Math
*Indicates these courses are for students
receiving special education support and 7,8 As needed
services, as determined through the IEP

process.




7th Grade Mathematics

Grade(s): 7

Length: Full year

This course builds on students’ previous understanding of numbers
and how they relate to each other. Course content will include topics
such as rational numbers, percents, proportional relationships, expres-
sions, equations, 2d and 3d geometry, statistics and probability. This
course also builds the foundation for developing critical thinking and
reasoning skills.

8th Grade Mathematics

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: Full year

This course focuses on these three areas: (1) Formulating and reason-
ing about expressions and equations. (2) Grasping the concept of a
function and using functions to describe quantitative relationships.
(3) Analyzing two- and three-dimensional space and figures using
distance, angle, similarity, and congruence, and understanding and
applying the Pythagorean Theorem.

Algebra | Honors
Grade(s): 8

Length: Full year
Prerequisite: Department placement based on teacher
recommendation, past, and projected performance

Next course: Geometry or Geometry Honors

Algebra | Honors is a high school course, and successful

completion of Algebra I/Honors Algebra | is required for high school
graduation. Course content will include a more in-depth study of the
topics described in Algebra I. As time permits, topics not typically
covered in Algebra | may be introduced. The assignments for this
course will typically include significant numbers of problems requiring
higher level thinking skills and real-world applications. This course is
designed for students who are mathematically insightful and highly
motivated. Students enrolling in this course should be able to grasp
concepts quickly and have the ability to apply concepts to real-life
situations. Students who complete this coursework at the middle
school can choose to receive high school credit. This choice must
made by the end of the first semester. A TI-84 graphing.ca
required to complete course content.

&
o

ECT

Geometry Honors

Grade(s): 8

Length: Full year

Prerequisite: Successful completion of Algebra |; teacher
recommendation

Next course: Algebra Il or Algebra Il Honors

Course content will include a more in-depth study of the topics
described in Geometry with an emphasis on coordinate
geometry. As time permits, topics not normally covered in
Geometry will be introduced. The assignments for this

course will typically include significant numbers of problems
requiring higher level thinking skills and real-world applications.
This course is designed for students who are mathematically
insightful and highly motivated. Students enrolling in this course
should be able to grasp concepts quickly and have the ability to
readily apply concepts to real-life situations. This will be offered as
a blended course. Students who complete this coursework at the
middle school can choose to receive high school credit. This choice
must be made by the end of the first semester. A TI-84 graphing
calculator is required to complete course content.

7/8 Math

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: Full year

This course emphasizes transition-based consumer and basic math
skills. Skills will include money/budgeting, time, patterns, and
number concepts. The students will learn skills that will functionally
assist them with math in the workplace, math at home, and math
to be used while shopping.
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Choir

Grade(s): 7

Length: Full year

This course is a vocal ensemble that rehearses daily and performs songs
at an intermediate level. Students will read, perform, and compose
music while developing their skills in reading music notation. In addition
to the choir’s four main concerts, there are opportunities to perform in
Solo & Ensemble day, and audition for an honors festival. We also offer
field trip opportunities to see musical productions.

Grade(s): 8

Length: Full year

This course is a vocal ensemble that rehearses daily and performs songs
at an advanced level. Students will read, perform, and compose music
while developing their skills in reading music notation. In addition to the
choir's four main concerts, there are opportunities to perform in Solo

& Ensemble day, audition for an honors festival, and Music in the Parks
at Six Flags. We also offer field trip opportunities including the Music

in the Parks festival at Six Flags, and opportunities to attend musical
productions.

Collaboartive General Music

Grades: 7 and 8

Students will listen to, reflect on, and move in response to various
genres of music, perform on musical instruments, and apply
cooperative skills while interacting with peers. Students will also utilize
musical instruments to participate in informal group performance and
fluent self expression through group music.

Orchestra

Grade(s): 7

Length: Full year

This class is open to all students who play violin, viola, cello, or string
bass and have previous instrumental experience on an orchestra
instrument. The 7th grade orchestra rehearses daily and performs pieces
at an intermediate level along with weekly small group technique
classes. In addition to the orchestra’s four main concerts, there are
opportunities to perform in Solo & Ensemble contests, audition for
honors festivals, and perform in community events.

Grade(s): 8

Length: Full year

This course is open to all students who play the violin, viola, cello, or
string bass and have previous instrumental experience on an orchestra
instrument. The 8th grade orchestra rehearses daily and performs pieces
at an advanced level along with weekly small group technique classes. In
addition to the orchestra’s four main concerts, there are opportunities to
perform in Solo & Ensemble contests, audition for honors festivals, and
perform in community events.

Band

Grade(s): 7

Length: Full year

This course is an instrumental performance ensemble intended

for students who have previous experience playing a band
instrument. The 7th Grade Band is a curricular class that rehearses
daily during school. Through musical study and performance

students will strengthen 21st century skills such as critical thinking,
collaboration, communication, and creativity. In addition, students will
continue to expand their knowledge of instrumental technique and
introductory music theory with an increased focus on tone, balance,
blend, and intonation. To further support individual success, students
will be pulled from band for small group instruction once a week to
work on instrument specific technique. The band performs in seasonal
school concerts, at select local and school events, and at least one
large group performance festival in the spring.

Percussion

Grade(s): 7

Length: Full year

This course is an instrumental performance ensemble intended for
students who have previous experience as percussionists in band as
well as one year of private percussion lessons or two years of private
piano lessons. The 7th Grade Percussion Class is a curricular class that
rehearses daily during school. Students will develop 21st century skills
such as critical thinking, collaboration, communication, and creativity.
In addition, students will continue to expand their knowledge of
instrumental technique and introductory music theory with an
increased focus on ensemble playing, rudimentary skills, and
instrument specific technique. The 7th grade percussionists perform
as part of the 7th Grade Band in seasonal school concerts, at select
local and school events, the Y115 District Night of Percussion,and at
least one large group performance festival in the spring.

Grade(s): 8
Length: Full year
This course is an instrumental performance ensemble intended

for students who have previous experience playing a band
instrument. The 8th Grade Band is a curricular class that rehearses
daily during school. Through musical study and performance
students will strengthen 21st century skills such as critical thinking,
collaboration, communication, and creativity. In addition, students
will continue to expand their knowledge of instrumental technique
and music theory with an increased focus on tone, balance, blend,
and intonation. To further support individual success, students will be
pulled from band for small group instruction once a week to work on
instrument specific technique. The band performs in seasonal school
concerts, at select local and school events, and at The Music in the
Parks Festival at Six Flags Great America in Gurnee, IL in May.

Grade(s): 8

Length: Full year

This course is an instrumental performance ensemble intended for
students who have previous experience as percussionists in band as
well as one year of private percussion lessons or two years of private
piano lessons. The 8th Grade Percussion Class is a curricular class that
rehearses daily during school. Students will develop 21st century skills
such as critical thinking, collaboration, communication, and creativity.
In addition, students will continue to expand their knowledge of
instrumental technique and introductory music theory with an
increased focus on ensemble playing, rudimentary skills, and
instrument specific technique. The 8th grade percussionists perform
as part of the 8th Grade Band in seasonal school concerts, at select
local and school events, the Y115 District Night of Percussion, and the
Music in the Parks Festival at Six Flags Great America.



sical Education / Health

Course Grade Level

Physical Education
7th Grade Health

Functional Health
*Indicates these courses are for students
receiving special education support and
services, and are determined through the
|IEP process.

Course Length

Three Quarters

Quarter

Quarter

As needed



Physical Education

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: Three quarters

This course stresses fitness, lifelong activity, setting goals, and striving
to attain those goals. Throughout the year, students will be given
opportunities to improve their fitness through a variety of activities.
Daily activity helps to reinforce and encourage students to lead healthy
lifestyles. Students participate in various team and individual sports and
activities.

Health

Grade(s): 7

Length: One quarter

This course is designed to allow students to learn and understand
healthful and mature decision-making skills, consequences of risky
behaviors, and risk factors affecting their personal health. Topics include
health and wellness, body systems, nutrition, as well as eating disorders
and body image.

Grade(s): 8

Length: One quarter

This course is designed to allow students to learn and understand
healthful and mature decision-making skills, consequences of risky
behaviors, and factors affecting their personal health. Topics include
conflict resolution, violence prevention, alcohol, tobacco, vaping, drugs,
human growth and development, and sexual education.

Functional Health*

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: One quarter

This course is designed to allow students to learn and understand
healthful and mature decision-making skills, consequences of risky
behaviors, and factors affecting their personal health. Topics will cover
health and wellness, body systems, nutrition, and life and functional
skills to support a healthy lifestyle.
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Course

7th Grade Science

Grade Level

Course Length

Full Year

services, and are determined through the
IEP process.

7th Grade Advanced Science 7 Full Year
8th Grade Science 8 Full Year
8th Grade Advanced Science 8 Full Year
7/8 Social Studies/Science
*Indicates these courses are for students
receiving special education support and 7,8 As needed




Science

Grade(s): 7

Length: Full year

This course explores topics related to cells, genetics, atoms, elements,
thermal energy, history of the Earth, and plate tectonics. Students interact
with the Next Generation Science Standards to develop skills that will
encourage them to think like a scientist, master content, and a variety of
hands-on techniques and interactive resources are used to explore these
topics. A variety of hands-on techniques and interactive resources are used
to explore these topics.

Grade(s): 8

Length: Full year

This course analyzes and interprets data to determine human impact on the
world around us through exploring technology, weather, chemistry, natural
selection, and resources. Students interact with the Next Generation
Science Standards to develop skills that will encourage them to think like

a scientist, master content, and develop solutions to reduce human impact
on the environment.

Advanced Science

Grade(s): 7

Length: Full year

This course explores the same topics as 7th grade science. This course
explores topics related to cells, genetics, atoms, elements, thermal
energy, history of the Earth, and plate tectonics. Students interact with
the Next Generation Science Standards to develop skills that will encourage
them to think like a scientist, master content, and a variety of hands-on
techniques and interactive resources are used to explore these topics.
However, advanced science increases course rigor by requiring an
independent study project each semester. This teaches research skills,
time management skills, and increases the pace of the course. Placement
in Advanced ELA is recommended for students interested in placement in
Advanced Science.

Grade(s): 8

Length: Full Year

This course explores the same topics as 8th grade science. Students analyze
and interpret data to determine human impact on the world around us
through exploring technology, weather, chemistry, natural selection, and
resources. Students interact with the Next Generation Science Standards

to develop skills that will encourage them to think like a scientist, master
content and develop solutions to reduce human impact on the environment.
Students also explore phenomena in the electromagnetic spectrum, weather
forecasts, plasma, chemical bonding, types of chemical reactions, and
radioactive decay. This increases the pace of the course. Additionally,
students engage with more open-ended questions, projects, and real-world
applications.

7/8 Social Studies / Science*

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: Full year

This course is designed to increase awareness of the local community, state, nation,
and world. Students will discuss current events, research topics of interest, communicate
results of research in oral presentations, and increase understanding of the functions of
government. This course also increases understanding of topics by using scientific
reasoning and practice. Practical applications are made through hands-on experiences.
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Social Studies

Course Grade Level Course Length

7th Grade Social Studies Full Year
7th Grade Advanced Social Studies Full Year

8th Grade Advanced Social Studies

7/8 Social Studies/Science
*Indicates these courses are for students
receiving special education support and
services, and are determined through the

IEP process.

Full Year

Dual Language Social Studies Full Year

8th Grade Social Studies - Full Year




Social Studies

Grade(s): 7

Length: Full year

This course focuses on American government and early American
history. The course begins with a look at the early years of the American
republic followed by intensive study of political ideologies and the
Constitution. The second semester looks in depth at America’s
westward expansion and the root causes of the Civil War.

Grade(s): 8

Length: Full year

This course engages in a developed study of the major political, social,
geographical, economic, cultural, and military events that have shaped
the United States and our world since the 1870's. This course offers the
opportunity for students to understand the significance of these events
and how they are intertwined with each other in our past, present, and
future.

Advanced Social Studies

Grade(s): 7

Length: Full year

This course focuses on American government and early American
history. The course begins with a look at the early years of the American
republic followed by intensive study of political ideologies and the
Constitution. The second semester looks in depth at America’s westward
expansion and the root causes of the Civil War. Advanced social studies
includes opportunities to read texts above the seventh grade reading
level as well as rigorous discussions.

Grade(s): 8

Length: Full Year

This course engages in a developed study of the major political, social,
geographical, economic, cultural, and military events that have shaped
the United States and our world since the 1870's. This course offers the
opportunity for students to understand the significance of these events
and how they are intertwined with each other in our past, present, and
future. The advanced course goes deeper into concepts and content,
resulting in higher level discussions and rigorous coursework.

7/8 Social Studies / Science*

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: Full year

This course is designed to increase awareness of the local community,
state, nation, and world. Students will discuss current events, research
topics of interest, communicate results of research in oral presentations,
and increase understanding of the functions of government. This course
also increases understanding of topics by using scientific reasoning and
practice. Practical applications are made through hands-on experiences.

Dual Language Social Studies

(courses are instructed in Spanish)

Grade(s): 7

Length: Full year

This course focuses on American government and early American
history. The course begins with a look at the early years of the
American republic followed by intensive study of political
ideologies and the Constitution. The second semester looks in
depth at America’s westward expansion and the root causes of the
Civil War. Students will also compare Latin American history to events
from American history while analyzing authentic Spanish texts by
Hispanic authors. Students will also study important historical and
cultural events from Spanish-speaking countries.

Grade(s): 8

Length: Full year

This course engages in a developed study of the major political,
social, geographical, economic, cultural, and military events that
have shaped the United States and our world since the 1870s.

This course offers the opportunity for students to understand the
significance of these events and how they are intertwined with each
other in our past, present, and future. Students will also study
important historical and cultural events from Spanish-speaking
countries.




Course Course Length

Middle School Spanish , Full Year

Spanish | Full Year

Spanish Heritage | Full Year

German | Full Year




Middle School Spanish

Grade(s): 7, 8

Length: Full year

This course will establish the fundamental Spanish skills necessary to be
successful in Spanish |. Students will experience repetition through song,
movement, games, and other engaging activities to help gain a deep
understanding of fundamental topics and basic vocabulary/expressions
used in common everyday situations. Students will practice reading,
writing, speaking, and listening in Spanish as well as experience an
overview of the culture of various Spanish-speaking countries through
hands-on activities and projects.

Spanish |

Grade(s): 8

Length: Full year

Spanish | students will have the opportunity to learn basic expressions
used in common everyday situations. Practicing communication via
listening, speaking, reading, and writing will be emphasized. The
students will be exposed to contemporary life in Spanish-speaking
countries which makes the culture meaningful and alive. There is no
prerequisite for Spanish |, however, since Spanish | is a high school
course, it is very important that students have strong academic and
study skills as incoming 8th graders and/or take Middle School Spanish
as 7th graders.Next course: Spanish Il or Spanish Il Honors with teacher
recommendation.

Spanish Heritage |

Grade(s) 8

Length: Full year

This course is designed to introduce literacy skills and oral fluency in
Spanish while building pride and knowledge base in the heritage
culture. This will be developed through participating in communicative
activities which incorporate a variety of literary, cultural, and current
topics. Students in this course are expected to speak and understand
Spanish at native or near native fluency. Students who complete the
coursework at the middle school are eligible to receive high school
credit.

German 1

Grade(s): 8

Length: Full year

This course will give students the opportunity to learn basic
expressions used in common everyday situations. Practice in listening,
speaking, reading, and writing will be emphasized. The students will
be exposed to contemporary life in German-speaking countries, which
makes the culture more meaningful and alive. Students who complete
the coursework at the middle school are eligible to receive high school
credit.

=

Yorkville Middle School is a grade
seven and eight school that embraces
the middle school philosophy by
supporting the cognitive, physical, and
social emotional needs of the middle
level learner. The learning environment is
structured with routines and procedures
yet flexible to individual student needs.
Teachers challenge and stretch student
thinking and encourage students to
persevere through these challenges.

Yorkville Middle School encourages

all students to connect to their school
outside of the school day. YMS clubs
are designed to meet the wide range of
middle school interests. Twelve different
sports are offered to students with a
focus on skill development. YMS
coaches partner and collaborate with
the Yorkville High School varsity
coaches. YMS athletic teams also
participate in a community service
project that supports the school’s goal
in building champions both on and off
the field!

Students are ever changing physically
and academically as well as in the area
of their social emotional needs. YMS
staff members pride themselves in
understanding the whole student and
where they need to be on their high
school graduation day. Yorkville Middle
School is a great place to be a middle
school student.
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