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* The College Research Process
e What Do Colleges Look For?
e \What Are You Looking For?

e Naviance

® Testing

e NCAA

e What's Next?




Consider Your
Interests/major

Reflect on your academic major, minor,
passions, career goals, and extracurricular
preferences to find colleges with programs

and environments that align with your unique
Interests and aspirations.

¢ What are you looking for?

Assess Admission
Criteria

Evaluate Campus Culture

Visit college campuses to get a feel for the
community, social scene, and overall vibe.
Ensure the institution's size, location, housing,
safety, disability services and other resources
complement your learning style and lifestyle
needs.

Research each college's admission
requirements, including GPA, test scores,
essays, and recommendations. Understand
the competitiveness of the application
process to maximize your chances of
acceptance.

Prioritize Fit and Value

Balance your academic and personal priorities with the college's cost and financial aid offerings.
Determine which institution provides the best overall value and investment in your future.


https://drive.google.com/file/d/10teU-tfq3s7_lcrLvk19cw1y-ONkoLho/view?usp=sharing

Academic
Performance
Strength of
Transcript

Admission Requirements

Standardized Test
Scores

Extracurricular
Activities

Letters of
Recommendation

What are they looking for?

Other

Colleges look for strong
grades, challenging
course schedules, and a
demonstrated academic
record that shows a
student's ability to excel in
a rigorous college
environment.

Many colleges require
applicants to submit SAT
or ACT test scores to
measure academic
aptitude and college
readiness. Since COVID,
many schools also offer
test-optional.

Colleges value well-
rounded students who
have pursued meaningful
extracurricular activities
that showcase their
talents, leadership, and
contributions to their
school and community.
Quality NOT quantity.

Strong letters of
recommendation from
teachers, counselors, or
other mentors can provide
valuable insights into an
applicant's character,
academic abilities, and
potential for success.

Some colleges take a
more holistic approach
looking at other factors
such as: essay, interviews,
demonstrated interest,
work experience,
character/personality
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MORRIS KNOLLS
HIGH SCHOOL

District QuickLinks StaffLinks

Azpen Student Info Portal

MK Student and Parent Handbook 25-24
Student Forms and Info

School Coungeling Department
Graduate Transcript Request Form
Maviance Student Link

Technology Support

Athletic Schedule

MK Library and Media Center

. MHRD Digital Learning Resources

District Transportation Center Helpdesk

Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying

MySchoolApps

MySchoolBucks

Facilities Motices

Fadilities Request Website

Food Service

Translate
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Welcome to Naviance Student.

Please choose your user type.

This allows Naviance to help you log in the way your school and district prefers.

8 ¥ =

Student Parent or
Guardian

U new and need to register!



https://student.naviance.com/morrisknolls
https://student.naviance.com/mcapa

Research Tools on Naviance

College Supermatch

e

Allows students to put in their
preferences in various categories to
get a list of schools that match.

Scattergrams

Uses past student data to show the
likelinood of admission to a college. Plots
GPA and test scores against the historical
results (admitted, denied, or walitlisted) of

former students from the same high school,
providing a visual way to assess where a
student might fit in relation to their peers.

College Match

Once a few schools are in your list,
allows students to match more schools
by matching them to schools of
interest.




€« > O 23 student.naviance.comycolleges/supermatch-next o T} *- Relaunch to update 3
H#t Choose Fit Criteria Location Academics Admission Student Life Diversity Institution Characteristics Cost Athletics Resources
Your Fit Criteria [ gave
Saved Searches Choose one w Start Ower
Search
Must Have Nice to Have
15 selected criteria s 1 T [
X Location [8] ‘ -)I I ; jor [Any] | @ [ X Greek Life (-‘ X Test Optional ‘ (-‘
To refine your results, use the arrows to
move your criteria into the "Must Have" ¥ Campus Surroundings [8] | 2> ‘ ‘ X Academic/Career Counseling ‘ € |

and "Nice to Have" boxes.

College SuperMatch

* High Retention Rate

X Student Body Size [4] | & | | X High Graduation Rate

> ‘ ‘ X High Job Placement Rate

d

¥ On-campus Housing ‘ e | X Acceptance Rate [3] | > ‘

X Accepts AP Credits

Your Results

Fit Score @ ':‘f;gﬁm:
The College of New Jersey ' Safety
Ewing, NJ, Suburb near Large City 93 Average Yol
4 year, Public GPA 35 4de
* PINNED ( ) SAT 1200 1180

~

llege E 6 PINNED W

> ‘ | X Common App Member

g

Highlights w

Photos/Videos on Profile
Program Spotlights
Alumni Spotlights

Student Spotlights

161 INTERESTED IN YOU

Li ]
Your results include 0 institutions that are both an academic match and also match all the criteria selected above.

Cost w

Tuition & Fees
$12,632 In State (NJ)

F)‘ ‘ X OFfers Study Abroad (»‘

Pick what to show v

524,061 Out of State

Room & Board $13,201

THINKING ABOUT

12) APPLYING TO

MORE

H

The College of New Jersey

Ewing, NJ, Suburb near Large City

4 year, Public
# PINNED

The University of Tampa
Tampa, FL, Large City

4 year, Private nonprofit, Not Applicable

# PINNED

High Point University

High Point, NC, Small City

4 year, Private nonprofit, United Methodist

* PINNED

) Academic
Fit Score @ Match @
Safety
93% Average  You
GPA 35 40
Why? SAT 1200 1180
: ACT 27 N/A
Test Optional
Safety
93 Average You
GPA 3.4 40
Why? SAT 1180 1180
— ACT 245 N/A
Test Optional
Safety
89% Average  You
GPA 34 40
— SAT 1222 1180

Highlights »

Photos/Videos on Profile
Program Spotlights
Alumni Spotlights
Student Spotlights

Virtual Tour

Photos/Videos on Profile
Student Spotlights

Virtual Tour

Photos/Videos on Profile
Upcoming College Events
Faculty Spotlights
Alumni Spotlights

Virtual Tour

Cost v

Tuition & Fees

$12,632 In State (NJ)
$24,061 Out of State

Room & Board $13,201

Tuition & Fees
$28,802

Room & Board $11,526

Tuition & Fees
430,748

Room & Board $14,130
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Home  SelfDiscovery  Careers  Colleges  Planner  Aboul me

{@} College Home Research Colleges Apply to College
Find Your fit @ cColleges I'm Thinking About Colleges r'm Applying To

SuperMatch College Sea College Visits Letters of Recommendation
College Match College Compare Test Scores

College Events : College Resources

Scatlergrams = Accepltance History
Advanced College Search Enrichment Programs

Monmouth University
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NAVIANCE

Add schools you are interested in to
“Colleges | am Thinking About” Tab

@ College Home
Find Your fit

SuperMatch College Search
College Match
Scattergrams

Advanced College Search

College Lookup

Home Self-Discovery Careers Colleges Planner About me
Research Colleges Apply to College
{ Colleges I'm Thinking About Colleges I'm Applying To
College Compare Test Scores

College Resources

Use the Heart Icon
next to any college
to add to your
colleges | am
thinking about list!

.'Q.E

Scholarships & Money

College-Specific Scholarships
Scholarship Search

' Favorite Scholarships



Continue Your
Research




Provide the number of degree-seeking, first-time, first-year students who applied, were admitted, and
enrolled (full- or part-time) in Fall 2023.

First-Time, First-Year Profile
Provide information for ALL enroiied, degree-seeking, full-time and part-time, first-time, first-year students
enrolled in Fall 2023, including students who began studies during summer, international students/nonresidents,
and students admitted under special arrangements.

admission (i.e., who completed actionable applications) and who have been notified of one of the
following actions: admission, non-admission, placement on waiting list, or application withdrawn (by
applicant or institution).

Percent and number of first-time, first-year students enrolled in Fall 2023 who submitted national
standardized (SAT/ACT) test scores. Include information for ALL enrolled, degree-seeking, first-time,
first-year students who submitted test scores. Do not include partial test scores (e.g., mathematics
scores but not critical reading for a category of students) or combine other standardized test results
(such as TOEFL) in this item. Do not convert SAT scores to ACT scores and vice versa. If a student
submitted multiple sets of scores for a single test, report this information according to how you use the
data. For example:

If you consider the highest scores from either submission, use the highest combination of scores (e.g.,
verbal from one submission, math from the other).

- Admitted applicants should include wait-listed students who were subsequently offered admission.

- Since the total may include students who did not provide gender data, the detail need not sum to the
total.

- If your institution collects and reports non-binary gender data, please use the “Another Gender”
category.

- Note that recent high school graduates and other students without prior postsecondary experience will

Another If you average the scores, use the average to report the scores.
i Emen Gender Percent Number
1e, first-year students who applied in Fall 2023| 3,007 | 4,546 | [ Submi[ﬁnq SAT scores 50.9% 3,9[]5
) ) Submitting ACT scores 5.4% 414

time, first-year students admitted in Fall 2023 2,168 | 3362 | |

~time, first-year students enrolled in Fal 2023[ 411 | se8 | | Assessment 25th Percentile | 50th Percentile | 75th Percentile
SAT Composite
SAT Evidence-Based Reading
and Writing 630 680 720
SAT Math 640 700 760
ACT Composite 28 31 33
ACT Math 26 29 33
ACT English 27 31 34
ACT Writing







AFTER YOUR RESEARCH
IT°S TIME TO DEVELOP A LIST

Realistic but not guaranteed
chance of acceptance

High Chance of Acceptance

Meet or exceeds admissions
criteria:

e Test Scores

e Average GPA

Aligns with average
admissions criteria
requirements
These schools usually have
moderate acceptance rates

\—//

Lower Chance of Acceptance

GPA and Test Scores are below the
average accepted student

Highly Selective Schools are
considered reach schools for all
Low acceptance rates
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understanding your
score report

-
Review Online Score Report
Can be accessed on the |

College Board Website or Big

Future App

PSAT/NMSOT R ==t

Your Score Report

PSAT/MMSOT Scores
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https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/psat-nmsqt-understanding-scores.pdf
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/media/pdf/psat-nmsqt-understanding-scores.pdf

SAT vs ACT




SAT Registration

Register for
Spring Testing

ACT Registration

SAT Dates ACT Dates

December 6, 2025 December 13, 2025

March 14, 2026 February 14, 2026
May 2, 2026 April 11, 2026
June o, 2026 June 13, 2026

July 11, 2026



https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/dates-deadlines?ef_id=CjwKCAiAoNbIBhB5EiwAZFbYGAvWUfcPN7PjXfRJLVVO28ZBBoMtN3MRUTzeYueAVj9MrShs5MocZhoCkbsQAvD_BwE:G:s&s_kwcid=AL!4330!3!686874439346!b!!g!!college%20board!20921531993!162700318772&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=20921531993&gbraid=0AAAAAD-SkkwpsDR76DUjfUXGsRvLtGxBf&gclid=CjwKCAiAoNbIBhB5EiwAZFbYGAvWUfcPN7PjXfRJLVVO28ZBBoMtN3MRUTzeYueAVj9MrShs5MocZhoCkbsQAvD_BwE
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/register-for-the-act.html?utm_medium=paidsearch&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=fy25q2-spring+summer-national---paid-digital-k12-b2c&utm_content=dc_1725-internal-paid-012925-mr037378-&utm_term=act%20registration&utm_campaign=Google%7CSearch%7CIntent%7CB2C%7CCPC%7CJune+ACT+2023%7C4/3/2023-5/19/2023%7CDesktop&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=5799955628&hsa_cam=22343159433&hsa_grp=185066976388&hsa_ad=739519857579&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-304789869520&hsa_kw=act%20registration&hsa_mt=e&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22343159433&gbraid=0AAAAADmzUEwDc1u6JvlEWejrojEdozhM6&gclid=CjwKCAiAoNbIBhB5EiwAZFbYGLnptwuivbS56SInpRKbFU7oNh3rztyx-tJgwq71ixzhGiMaWadj7xoCSTMQAvD_BwE

WAYS TO PREPARE

O O O O
MK BOOTCAMPS KHAN ACADEMY Test Prep Centers Self Study
Multiple dates Personalized Online C2Education, Study Guides, Books,
throughout the year Practice, Connected Jackson Education, Online Resources

to College Board

Princton Review,
Kaplan




NCAA
Eligibility Center

e Go to NCAA— Create an account. (Have your credit card

ready!) C,Q

e After completing all forms, an email with an NCAA ID will be
sent to you. Request transcripts in your NCAA account.

e Add the NCAA to list of “Colleges | Am Applying To” on
Naviance.

e Send SAT/ACT scores to NCAA using code 9999 for the
“NCAA Eligibility Center”.



https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2021/2/8/student-athletes-future.aspx



https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iHbEkypE76wMZy0v_FO7WeymlTMb6tdB/edit?slide=id.p2#slide=id.p2
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1iHbEkypE76wMZy0v_FO7WeymlTMb6tdB/edit?slide=id.p2#slide=id.p2

Alyssa Radigan Supervisor of School Counseling 2211 aradigan@mhrd.org

Michele DePascale  School Counselor 2217 mdepascale@mhrd.org

Chris Roman School Counselor 2216 croman@mbhrd.org

Ryan Shaffer School Counselor 2219 rshaffer@mhrd.org

Tori Palanker School Counselor 2214 tpalanker@mhrd.org

Kimberly Hughes School Counselor 2215 khughes@mhrd.og

Rebecca Rock School Counselor 2220 rrock@mbhrd.org

Shari Russo School Counselor 2218 srusso@mbhrd.org

Danielle Gorski Student Assistance Counselor 2213 dgorski@mhrd.org

Olivia Dunnigan School Counselor 2255 odunnigan@mbhrd.org




Thank You!




