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MESSAGE o SUPERINTENDENT

t is hard to believe we are in our third week of the second quarter of the 2024-25
school year. It has been a great start with so much to celebrate.

Our students have excelled both in and out of the classroom. We have had various
state qualifiers in athletics, teams competing deep into the playoffs, and our FFA
students competing and winning a national title in the Food Science and Technology
category. Our marching band competed at The Shoe, and many of our high school
students will be participating in the fall play The Somewhat True Tales of Robin
Hood later this week.

Our staff and students work with different organizations in our community in an
effort to do our part to make it better. For the next two weeks, we will participate in
a food drive for those in need for the Thanksgiving holiday.

As we move forward, we are reminded that our achievements reflect the dedication

and passion of everyone in our school community—students, staff, families, and

partners. Thank you for your continued support and enthusiasm, which make these Ryan McLane
successes possible. We look forward to all the wonderful things yet to come this

school year and the positive impact we can make together.
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ComMmoN CENTS

Big Walnut’s Five-Year Forecast

Overview

The Big Walnut Local School District’s financial forecast for FY25-FY29 presents a
detailed projection of revenues and expenditures, providing insights into the district’s
fiscal health and challenges. The forecast highlights key funding changes, trends in local
and state contributions, and the anticipated impacts of inflation and enrollment growth
on the district’s operations.

Key Revenue and Expenditure Highlights

Revenue Sources:

Scott Gooding ) ) )
Interim Treasurer * Local property taxes constitute 57.61% of total revenue, with an overall local funding

contribution of 81.34%.

* State funding accounts for 18.66% of revenue,
guided by Ohio’s Fair School Funding Plan (FSFP).

* Income tax revenues decreased in FY24 but
rebounded in early FY25, with future increases
expected.

Expenditure Composition:

* Wages and benefits form the largest expenditure at
78.66% of the budget.

* Rising costs in purchased services, transportation,
and maintenance are key forecast drivers.

* Total expenditures are projected to increase annually,
driven by inflation and district growth needs.

Financial Projections and Challenges
Surplus and Deficit Trends:

* While revenues currently exceed expenditures, deficit
spending is anticipated starting in FY26.

* Cash reserves are sufficient through FY29, with the
district expected to maintain a cash balance above
Ohio’s 60-day reserve requirement.

* Projected ending cash balances will decline from $41
million in FY25 to $28.6 million in FY29, indicating
a need for future financial adjustments.

Key Risks and Uncertainties:

* Unpredictability in state funding beyond FY25 poses
a financial risk.

* Enrollment growth requires continuous monitoring
to align with funding and operational needs.

* The impact of HB126 limits the district’s ability to
contest property value assessments, potentially
reducing property tax revenues.

Conclusion

The Big Walnut Local School District is positioned to
maintain fiscal stability through FY29, supported by
prudent cash management and strategic torecasting.
However, challenges related to d %cﬁ spending,
evolving state funding policies, and enrollment growth
highlight the importance of proactive financial planning.
Continuous adjustments will be necessary to ensure the
district can meet both operational needs and long-term
financial goals.

This summary reflects the critical insights and projections
from the detailed five-year forecast and serves as a
foundation for informed financial decision-making. A
copy of the presentation can be accessed here.



https://www.bwls.net/Downloads/Big%20Walnut%20-%20Five%20Year%20Forecast%20-%20Presentation%20-%20102124.pdf
mailto:lindaklamfoth%40bwls.net?subject=Adopt%20a%20Family%202024
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AROUND THE DISTRICT

Enhancing Student Health Records with SchoolCare
In our ongoing effort to prioritize student health and safety, Big Walnut School District has partnered with SchoolCare,
a leading student health record platform used by hundreds of schools across the country. This platform offers real-time
access to student health information for both parents and designated school staff, ensuring improved communication and
streamlined documentation for all students’ health needs.

About SchoolCare: SchoolCare adheres to both FERPA and HIPAA regulations, guaranteeing the confidentiality and
security of your student’s health information. Our school nurses now use this centralized electronic health record system
to enhance student health care through improved tracking, streamlined documentation, efficient inventory management,
and cost reductions. It also offers a convenient way for parents to stay informed on their child’s health records.

Quick Facts and Benefits of SchoolCare for Big Walnut School Nurses and Parents:
* Cost-Free Solution: SchoolCare is provided at no cost to the district, so no taxpayer
dollars are used to support this platform

* Opt-In Program: Parents must opt in to participate, ensuring that families have control
over their child’s health data.

* Optional Care Coordination: School nurses cannot access outside medical records
unless parents specifically opt in to the Care Coordination feature, adding an extra layer +
of control and privacy.

e Automated Immunization Tracking: SchoolCare collects and tracks immunization data,
sending reminders about any upcoming or overdue immunizations.

* Time-Saving Record Management: Health information entered in previous years auto-
populates, reducing redundant data entry and saving time.

* Health Notifications: Parents receive timely alerts about their child’s medication inventory,
health screenings, and any visits to the health room
* Accessible Health Information: SchoolCare gives parents 24/7 access to their child’s immunization records and

health information from any location

We're thrilled to bring this cutting-edge tool to our district and are here to answer any questions you may have. SchoolCare
is an exciting addition to Big Walnut’'s commitment to student wellness, and we look forward to seeing the positive impact
it will have in supporting our students’ health needs.

For more information or to get started with SchoolCare, please contact our health services team.
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AROUND THE DISTRICT
High School Engineering Update

Intro to Engineering Design

Students are designing a headphone
case to meet the requirements of a
consumer. They are given criteriq,
and then proceed to design and
build a unique case using Fusion
360 and the 3D printers. Students
will then compete and make a pitch
to prove their case is the best! They
are learning more and more about
what it takes to be an engineer in the
real world!

Ben Steele
Engineering Instructor

Principles of Engineering
Students in POE have taken it to the next level and
recently completed one of our most creative and
challenging assignments: The Rube Goldberg
Machine. In this project, students got into groups to
build a two-part machine. Finally they worked as a
whole class to have a ten-part machine. Their success
would be determined if they are able to pop a balloon!

Digital Electronics

In DE, students have continued to learn about circuits
through the use of Multisim, a circuit design software.
They were then tasked with wiring up a 4-bit binary
counter circuit using a 555 Timer. Students have
learned how to wire complex circuits to construct a
counter. This will help set up students to be ready for
the next challenge.

Senior Spotlight
Riley Skinner is this months Senior Spotlight! Riley has been
pursuing his passion in STEM to concentrate in the study of
aviation. Over the past four years he has been successful
in courses like Robotics, Intro to Engineering Design, and
currently in Principles of Engineering. He plans to pursue a
degree at Western Michigan University and we wish him the
best of luck!
Clubs & Upcoming Events

Aerospace Club (2:30PM-3:15PM)
Nov 7th, 14th, & 21st

Drone Racing Team (2:30PM-3:15PM)
November 7th, 14th, & 21st

Competition Robotics (2:30PM-3:15PM)
November 7th, 14th, & 21st
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AROUND THE DISTRICT

BWHS Theatre Department Presents "The Somewhat True Tales of Robin Hood”

Get ready for a delightful adventure with Big Walnut High School’s upcoming
performance of The Somewhat True Tales of Robin Hood! Perfect for all ages,
this comedy is packed with lively, physical humor that promises laughs and
fun for the entire family. Join us for a Monty Pythonesque retelling of Robin
Hood's classic story, where a hero’s quest to help the needy brings out
hilariously exaggerated characters and situations.

Follow our gallant hero, Robin Hood, as he swaggers through Sherwood
Forest, where helping others is as important as showing off his undeniable
charm. Robin crosses paths with a damsel-in-distress who's peculiarly
concerned with skin care, a sheriff who prefers bowling to archery, and a
monarch bent on hoarding wealth. Together with a lovable “Town’s Guy”
and “Town'’s Gal” who pop up in every scene, and his trusty band of Merry
Men (wielding spoons!), Robin’s tale will keep you laughing from start to
finish.

Date & Time:

* Thursday, November 7th at 7:30 PM

* Saturday, November 9th at 2:00 PM

Location: Big Walnut High School Performing Arts Center

Tickets:

» Student & Senior Tickets: $8

* General Admission: $12 O]=500]

Bring friends, family, and anyone looking for a heartwarming and humorous . Ad
take on a beloved tale. It's sure to be an unforgettable experience filled Eﬁm ] 053,“53“&/2}‘3,5522 g;z
with laughter and charm!

BIG WALNUT
ANSITIOCN PANEL

Post-Secondary Support
For Students with Disabilities

EDUCATION ADULT DAY-HAB

Thursday, November 7th 7:30PM
Saturday,November 9th 2:00PM

Come learn about post-secondary services
with a college type experience. This is for
students who may be seeking more supported
employment or competitive employment with
the additional need for independent living
instruction. Mount Vernon Ignite will be in
attendance along with other resources.

Come learn about opportunities for students
that may require independent living support.
This may result in day rehabilitation support.
Adult day habs in attendance TBD.

Some local area services include: Dreamshine
AlRFriends currently has a wait list

EMPLOYMENT

FLIGHT

Come learn about pre-employment, job
coaching, and job exploration services. Some
of the services that will be presenting include:
Opportunities for Ohioans with Disabilities.
ARC Industries, and Project Search

Come learn about Big Walnut’s newest
program to service deferred graduates for
post-secondary transition:

FLIGHT-Future Life of Independence Gained
through Holistic Transition

WHEN/WHE

Big Walnut will be hosting their first ever transition panel. This is an opportunity for
families with students with disabilities to hear about the different services available for
life after high school. This will be held the same night as parent teacher conferences on
November 7th at the High School in the Performing Arts Center from 5:00-6:30. Come
by and listen, ask questions, and feel free to take resources in order to dive into later.

If you are looking for other opportunities for support, please visit these
events/activities as well.

Delaware County Transition Fair-Oct. 8th 6:00pm-8:00pm DACC

College Seminar For Students on an IEP or 504- Oct. 24th 6:00pm-7:30 Westerville Central High School
Transition Night Resource Fair Nov. 12th 5:00pm-6:30pm Dublin Jerome High School

Project Search Tour Date Sign Up

Campus Based Transition Classroom Tours: WINGS, Project Plus



https://cur8.com/20130/project/126973
file:C:\Users\geoffpeterfy\Downloads\Transition%20Panel.pdf
file:C:\Users\geoffpeterfy\Downloads\Child%20Check%20Flyer.pdf
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AROUND THE DISTRICT
Big Walnut Staff Spotlight!

Mike McGann of Big Walnut Middle School exemplifies our district’'s mission by
inspiring and guiding students to reach their fullest potential. Known for his passion,
citizenship, and commitment, Mr. McGann goes above and beyond to support his
students, colleagues, and the Big Walnut community. Whether he’s fostering positive
relationships, encouraging participation in the Patriot’s Pen essay contest, or organizing
meaningful service projects, Mr. McGann embodies the values of integrity and
empathy, helping students develop a sense of pride and respect for their community.
In his role as an educator, Mr. McGann brings
innovation to the classroom, where students can
reflect on the past to understand the present.
Beyond academics, his commitment extends
to coaching track and field, supporting school
events, and collaborating with families to enhance
student experiences. Through his leadership and
dedication, Mr. McGann consistently motivates
students to grow as thinkers, citizens, and
compassionate individuals, making him an

invaluable part of BWMS.

Mike McGann
Big Walnut Middle School

“Mr. McGann goes above and beyond expectations as a coach, educator and colleague. Mike truly lives our district
mission to inspire and guide students to their maximum potential with a personalized learning experience. He is a great
teammate and advocate for middle-level learners and is dedicated to providing a great middle school experience for
every student each year.” - Josh Frame, Principal, Big Walnut Middle School

Big Walnut High School Marching Band Performs at the 2024 Buckeye Invitational

Big Walnut High School’s Marching Band
had the incredible honor of performing
at the Buckeye Invitational, a high school
band competition hosted by the Ohio Music
Education Association (OMEA). Hosted by
The Ohio State University Marching Band,
the event took place in the historic Ohio
Stadium on Saturday, October 12, 2024.

The Buckeye Invitational provided an
incredible opportunity for high school bands
from across the country to showcase their
talent and compete. Bands were adjudicated by OMEA judges and received valuable
feedback fromrenowned musicians and educatorsfromthe region. The atmospherein
Obhio Stadium was electric, filled with excitement and pride, making it an unforgettable
experience for the
Big Walnut Marching
Band and everyone
in attendance. The
event highlighted the
dedication and hard
work of each band,
and it was a fantastic
opportunity for our
students to perform on
such a grand stage.
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AROUND THE DISTRICT

General Rosecrans Elementary Students Glide into Fun with

Roller Skating Program

The sound of laughter and the glide of wheels filled the gymnasium at General Rosecrans
Elementary last month as students from kindergarten to third grade took part in an
exciting skating program. Under the guidance of PE teacher Mrs. Grieger, young skaters
are discovering the joy of movement and balance while developing essential skills.

The program, which started in September, aims to promote physical fitness and
coordination among students. “Skating is a fantastic way for kids to stay active and have
fun at the same time,” Mrs. Grieger remarked, “It helps them build balance, confidence,

Jody Grieger and social skills.”
Gener0| Rosecrons

Elementary

The gym was transformed into a vibrant skating arena
during the skating unit. Students donned colorful helmets
and wrist guards, eager to take their first spins on wheels.
Many parents volunteered to help, assisting children with
their skates and cheering them on from the sidelines. “It's
wonderful to see the parents so involved,” Mrs. Grieger
noted. “Their support makes a big difference in creating
a positive experience for the kids.”

Little ones like Lydia, a kindergarten student, took

tentative first steps on her skates, while third graders like

Ben showcased their growing skills, confidently zipping around the
gym. “l was excited at first and thought it was going to be easy, but
then | realized it was hard. By the end of the week | was better at
roller skating and | had a lot of fun,” said Lydia.

Parents expressed their excitement as well. “This program is such
a great opportunity for the kids to learn something new and stay
active,” said Megan O’Dell, a parent volunteer. “It's a joy to watch
them encourage each other and have fun.”

Safety is a top priority for Mrs. Grieger and the staff. All students
are required to wear protective gear, and the volunteers ensure that

every child feels comfortable on the rink. “We want them

to enjoy skating without worrying about getting hurt,”
she added.

Towards the end of the week, the gym was transformed!
Lights were dimmed, disco balls and D.J. lights swirled
the room and music was playing. They played 4 corners
and did the limbo, too. Smiles and cheers filled the gym,
while the students skated, making it clear that General
Rosecrans Elementary is not only teaching kids how to
skate but also fostering a lifelong love of physical activity.

The skating program is now over but Mrs. Grieger
hopes the students show off their skills when they go to
skate rinks for birthday parties, camps, and field trips.
This program has been a staple at GRE for 10 years.

For more information about the skating program and
upcoming events, parents are encouraged to check
the school’s website and follow General Rosecrans
Elementary on social media.





https://www.bwls.net/EmploymentOpportunities.aspx
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AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE PROGRAM

In October, nineteen Big Walnut - DACC FFA members traveled to the National FFA
Convention & Expo. The Food Science & Technology team represented Ohio in the
national event against 38 state-winning teams.

In this event, students take a written exam, conduct sensory evaluations on food
products, complete practical math calculations, and participate in food quality and
safety practicums. They completed a food safe’ry audit as a team and developed a
processing, production, and marketing plan for a high-protein children’s snack.

Our team placed first at the national level! Individually, Savannah Durheim placed
7th, Jenna Ebbers placed 8th, Jacob McMillen received a gold rating, and Brandon
Edwards received a silver rating. Jasmine Bah is the team'’s trusted alternate.

Each student will receive a $1,000 scholarship in recognition of their achievements.
The team also received an all-expenses-paid trip to Atlanta, Georgia, to attend the
International Production & Processing Expo in January.

Jeffrey Stimmell
Agricultural Sciences Instructor

The team would like to thank Dr. Mary Kay Pohlschneider for helping to prepare for this event.

The Big Walnut - DACC FFA Chapter is no stranger to this event. Our chapter placed first four times in the last
six national contests and was the national runner-up twice. We are proud of these accomplishments, especially
considering that the National FFA Organization’s rules prohibit students from competing at the national level more
than once, meaning all six top-placing teams have been comprised of different members.
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HicH ScHooL SPORTS

Fall 2024 Season Update

Big Walnut High School Athletics earned the Ohio Capital Conference Ralph Young
All-Sports Award for the first time in 2021-2022, again in 2022-23, and for two out
of three years in 2023-204. This prestigious award honors the top athletic program
across the OCC's schools based on seasonal sports performance. Winning this award
highlights Big Walnut's commitment to athletic excellence, as it recognizes consistent,
outstanding results across all sports seasons, underscoring the achievements of student-
athletes and coaches who contributed to this historic recognition for the school. After
another successful fall season, Big Walnut Athletes will again be at the top of the OCC

Brian Shelton for the Ralph Young award heading into the winter sports season.
Big Walnut High School
Athletic Director

Conference Standings and Final Season Record

Football OCC Champions 10-1 Playoff qualifiers, first-round
victory 42-0 over Logan

Boys Cross Country 6éth in OCC - Record 99-52
Girls Cross Country OCC Champions - District Qualifiers
Boys Golf 2nd in OCC - Record 199-44 -District Qualifiers

Girls Golf OCC Champions - First golf team in school history
to win an OCC Championship

Boys Soccer 5th in OCC - Record 6-10-2 - District Runner-Up
Girls Soccer 2nd in OCC - Record 12-7-1 - District Champions and Regional Qualifiers

Girls Tennis 4th in OCC - Record 10-8

Girls Volleyball 2nd in OCC - Record 15-10 - Sectional Champions - District Runner-Up
Individual Highlights:

Leigha Kay - Girls Cross Country - OCC Individual Champion - District and State Qualifier
Gracyn Alexander - Girls Golf - District Qualifier (second straight year)

Audrey Coulson - Girls Volleyball - Central District Player of the Year Big Walnut Athlefics

OHSAA Host Site - Big Walnut High School

Big Walnut High School Athletics has consistently been selected to host OHSAA postseason play, with recent
hosting of the OHSAA District and Regional Boys and Girls Soccer Championships. This winter, the school was
also chosen to host the OASSA State Middle and High School Cheer Championships and will likely host district
basketball contests. Big Walnut HS will proudly host the OCC Track and Field Championships in the spring. The
school’s new facilities have enabled us to showcase our capabilities in hosting OHSAA events, contributing to
the continued growth of our athletic department.

Winter Sports

Winter sports have started for
most teams. Spectators are
encouraged to purchase season
tickets and save money at the
gate. Big Walnut families age
60+ may get a blue pass at
the gate of any ticketed home
game with a valid ID.

Updated winter sports schedules
can be found on the athletic
website, by clicking the QR code
above.



https://bigwalnutathletics.net/
https://bigwalnutathletics.net/2024/03/19/tickets-big-walnut-hs-athletics/
https://bigwalnutathletics.net/2024/03/19/tickets-big-walnut-hs-athletics/
https://bigwalnutathletics.net/2024/03/19/tickets-big-walnut-hs-athletics/
https://bigwalnutathletics.net/2024/03/19/tickets-big-walnut-hs-athletics/
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N\IDDLE ScHooL SPORTS

While the fall season has officially wrapped up at BWMS, we are cheering on our teammates at BWHS who are
still competing in the postseason and wish them the best of luck on that journey to the top. And while we are sad
to see the fall season go by so quickly, the excitement is ramping up for what is guaranteed to be a fun winter
season for all of our teams. In addition to our normal set of teams that include 7/8 Boys Basketball, 7/8 Girls
Basketball, 7/8 Cheerleading and Boys Wrestling, 2024-25 will be the inaugural season for our girls wrestling
team to be recognized as an official school sport. Diving and Indoor Track will continue to be offered and
compete as club teams at BWMS.

With that said, | want to take a moment to introduce
all of our winter coaches and thank them for their
efforts preparing our student-athletes for the season:

7th Boys Basketball - Mark Adams

8th Boys Basketball - Eric Myers

7th Girls Basketball - Danielle Horsley

8th Girls Basketball - Nicole Huffman
Cheerleading - Kaylee Yarnell and Brianna Lawless
Boys Wrestling - Ryan Coletta and Dominic Giordano
Girls Wrestling - Jack Reall

Indoor Track - Dave Ishler _ Joe Rucker
. . Big Walnut Middle School
Diving - Jen White Athletic Director

We wantto wish all of our coaches and student-athletes
the best as they work hard through the preseason
before competitions start near the end of November.
While the weather turns cold outside, the heat is sure
to turn up inside!

As everyone knows, it takes a village to keep an athletics department
moving forward and one group that is extremely valuable in keeping
things going is our transportation department led by Laura Forman and
Sally Krinn. Safety is always the top priority at Big Walnut and our bus
drivers do a remarkable job of getting our student-athletes to and from
events without incident. In addition, you will oftentimes find our drivers
sitting up in the stands cheering on the team during the competitions.
On behalf of BWMS, we want to send a huge THANK YOU to all the
drivers, mechanics and staff at the transportation department for their
service.

As always, ifyou have questions, feel free to cal| BWMS at 740.965.3006.
The best athletic secretary in the business, Stephanie Kreager, or myself
will be happy to assist you.

GO EAGLES!!


https://bigwalnutathletics.net/
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Bic Wawnut HicH ScHool

Office: 740.965.3766 713 N Miller Dr
Fax: 740.965.1954 Sunbury, OH
Guidance: 740.965.2243 43074

Bic WaLNuT INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL

Office: 740.965.7800
Fax: 740.965.7801

777 Cheshire Rd
Sunbury, OH
43074

GENERAL RoSECRANS ELEMENTARY

Office: 740.965.8900 301 S Miller Dr
Fax: 740.965.8993 Sunbury, OH
43074

PRrAIRIE RuN ELEMENTARY

Office: 740.965.7850
Fax: 740.965.7851

701 N Miller Dr
Sunbury, OH
43074

Bic Watnut MippLe ScHooL

555 S Old 3C Hwy Office: 740.965.3006
Sunbury, OH Fax: 740.965.6471
43074

Bic WaLNUT ELEMENTARY

940 S Old 3C Hwy Office: 740.965.3902
Sunbury, OH Fax: 740.965.3168
43074

HYLEN SouDERS ELEMENTARY

4121 Miller Paul Rd Office: 740.965.3200
Galena, OH Fax: 740.965.3986
43021

EARLY LEARNING CENTER AT HARRISON STREET

70 Harrison St
Sunbury, OH
43074

Office: 740.965.7862


https://www.bwls.net/bigwalnuthighschool_home.aspx#
https://www.bwls.net/bigwalnutmiddleschool_home.aspx#
https://www.bwls.net/prairierunelementary_home.aspx
https://www.bwls.net/bigwalnutintermediateschool_home.aspx
https://www.bwls.net/bigwalnutelementaryschool_home.aspx
https://www.bwls.net/generalrosecranselementary_home.aspx
https://www.bwls.net/hylensouderselementary_home.aspx
https://www.bwls.net/earlylearningcenter_home.aspx

