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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Melanie Lasee Awarded 2025 WAFLT Distinguished Language Educator Award 

November 20, 2025 

The Wisconsin Association for Language Teachers (WAFLT) is proud to announce that Melanie Lasee, a 
recently retired German teacher from Ashwaubenon High School, has been honored with the 2025 
Distinguished Language Educator Award, WAFLT’s highest recognition.  

Lasee dedicated over 30 years to the language teaching profession, starting her career in 1996 and 
serving the Ashwaubenon School District from 1998 until her retirement in June 2025. She fostered a 
love for German language and culture by teaching at every level from Kindergarten through 12th grade, 
employing enthusiastic and student-centered practices. Her most notable contribution was coordinating 
the German American Partnership Program (GAPP) exchange for twenty years, which provided 
hundreds of students with invaluable cultural immersion and language practice, leading to numerous 
former students becoming Fulbright Scholars and world language educators. Throughout her career, 
Lasee was a crucial mentor for new teachers, sharing her expertise by presenting at state and national 
conferences, including WAFLT and ACTFL.  

Her dedication has been recognized with multiple previous honors, including the WAFLT Recognition 
of Merit and the Golden Apple Teacher of Distinction Award. WAFLT is honored to celebrate Melanie 
Lasee’s legacy of passion and lasting contributions to language education; she plans to continue sharing 
her love for German through community engagement.  Melanie Lasee’s legacy is one of passion, 
dedication, and a profound impact on the language teaching profession. As she retires from full-time 
teaching, she plans to continue sharing her love for the German language and cultures through 
community engagement. 

WAFLT is honored to present the 2025 Distinguished Language Educator Award to Melanie Lasee, 
celebrating her remarkable career and lasting contributions to language education. 
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