
OHS Planning Seminar 

      

Presenting to you the EASIEST ways to 
start planning for life after OHS



Alright Blazers, What are We Thinking for 

Life After OHS and WHY?

 Academic Degrees- College or University?

 Industry Certificates- Vocational or Technical School?

 Service- Military or Missions?

 Travel or Community Service- A “Gap” Year?

 Apprenticeship, Internships, Work?

 Living With Your Parents?!

  Have You Done Your Naviance  “My Strengths” & “Career 

Interest Profiler” Yet? How about updating your 4-Year plan?

  

   Yes: Then the above question is close to being answered- 

        Good job!

   No:  Then let’s start- now is the time!  

           Access any materials you need or missed on the Counseling Website!



First, Make Sure You Know What Your Job Is 

The 3 biggest ideas you need to plan for by/through Junior year are:

 #1- Get your G.P.A. as high as it can go!  Take care of  “unfinished 
    business” on your transcript a.s.a.p!   

#2-Understand your dreams: **Lets take a closer look!**

#3-Refine your skills by using your tools:

 Start preparing now for the SAT- Check the “Student” tab on the OHS Website 

(B.O.S.S.)        “College & Career Prep”        “Methodize”

 Check Powerschool at least once a week to monitor your standing & progress

 Check Schoology to access your courses

  Continue with your MyCap & use Naviance to explore Colleges, look ahead 

for scholarships and find career interests

YOU SHOULD BE AN EXPERT BY NOW IN #1 and #3



Second, Pay Close Attention To 

“#2- Understand Your Dreams” 

 Do the research & start finding your Colleges & Programs that you WANT to apply to!  
 The more you do now, the less you will have to do next year

 From the MyCap work you did EXPLORING your interests and options, remember to start with the end in 
mind- what type of  career/subject of  studying is interesting to you   & which  schools/programs offer those 
courses and degrees/certifications

 In Naviance, you should have done the “Strengths Explorer” & the “Career Interest Profiler”. If  not, do 
them now ☺ 

 Do the research & make sure   that you’re considering future job outlooks. Check out: 
 Naviance 

 My Colorado Journey 

 Colorado Future Jobs

 US Labor Stats

 Where are you 
Applying to and 

   WHY?

Your 

Interests & 
Abilities

Needed 
Educational 

Training

Your Career 
& Courses 
of  Study 
Choices



Remember, Career Training & College Options 

Work Together

1:    2 :     7 

Acquiring:

-Knowledge

-Skills

-Abilities

Being Well 
Educated

Success & 
Advantage in 
our upcoming 

Economy



Education is Life Long

Most jobs/careers you will get require some form of  formal or continued 

training. This could be after high school, or to even advance you in the field as 

you are an adult. Job market trends show roughly:

35% of  jobs/careers require a 4-year (Bachelors) degree or +higher

55% of  jobs/careers require skilled training (this can include jobs that require a 

degree or just specific job training, approx.)

10% of  jobs do not require any specific job skills training

Research shows that having the proper education and skill training lead to higher wages 

and a higher likelihood of  being employed



Let’s Take a Quick Look at Colorado!

2024 Colorado Job Data- Training Needed



Let’s Take a Quick Look at Colorado!

2024 Colorado Job Data- Employment Trends



There is Lots to Consider When it Comes to 

Your Goals 

• Work Experience

• Some employers will pay for education, trainings and certificates as you go forward if  needed (some won’t)

• Some jobs you will max out in, without furthering education, despite years of  experience or knowledge 

• Trade Experience (Most are trade or certificate need based and won't have accredited programs that can transfer to other institutions)

• Can offer certificates needed for industry jobs

• Can be helpful in placing for work experiences

• Some are “for-profit” (as are some colleges and universities)- know what this means

• Community Colleges (2-year associate’s degree, trade and certificate diploma programs)

• 70% of  CC’s have Skilled Labor Job certificates and degrees- offering applied technical skills and industry driven credentials

• Specific preparation for careers and colleges

• Academic base for degrees, most credits will transfer, but only a certain amount of  credit will be granted

• Work in the field faster, and have to the choice to further education

• Smaller environment, less fees

• Universities/Colleges- (Most offer 4-year baccalaureate degrees, many have Master’s degrees and Doctoral programs)

• Academic based

• First year has space for explorations with plenty of  room to go and “colleges” with in the college offering a lot of  variety

• Provides other opportunities- study abroad, internship placement in careers, etc.

• Immersive experience

Education for All!



Understanding Your Options, Keep Supporting 

Your Goals

#2-Understanding your dreams continued:

 Know your transcript & credit standing

 “ACE” your years to make them count:

“A”cademics- Do your best academically by attending & achieving in 

challenging courses 

“C”ommunity- Participate in meaningful activities that highlight who you 

are as a person

“E”xtra-Cirricular’s- Build your resume & be/get involved to show your 

interests

 Set real world goals- know what budgets look like, start investigating financial 

aid & know what pieces of  the of  your planning timeline you need help on, or 

have questions about



#1-Interest Inventory

#2- Explore Careers

So, What Do You Do Now?

This is not a race, or a final destination

In your EXLPORING MyCap work, you should now be in between steps #2 & #3



Back to Naviance!

In your PLANNING MyCap work you are going to complete your “Skills” Survey

   1. Log into your MyCherryCreek

   2. Get on Naviance through the tile

   3. Go to the Self  Discovery Tab, and select “Skills”

   4. Take the assessment & explore your results!

   

          

       

         

           YOU ARE NOW READY TO START LOOKING AT STAGE 4!

2 3

4



Keep your MyCap current in Naviance

Keep your 4 Year Plan & Portfolio updated!

  5. Update your 4-year plan to include all your 

       classes/years so far while considering next years 

       choices

       Courses Tab         “Manage Course Plans”        

       Select                      & add your updated courses

   

  6. Update your Portfolio & Resume

      About Me Tab          “Portfolio”

      Select                     & add any updates in the categories

          

                                                                7. After updating your portfolio categories, refresh your Resume

                                                                About Me Tab           “Resume”          Add/Manage your        

                                                                experiences           Hit           to save & download

5

6&7



Okay, Now For the Visual Learners

Need a roadmap of  what this 

whole process looks like? 

This is what goes into 

Student Planning

What ideas go into a College Search?
       OTHER CONSIDERATIONS IN YOUR SEARCH:

 You could go to an out of  state school and pay in-
state tuition- check out the WUE program 

 You could attend a Historically Black College or 
University, a Hispanic Serving Institution or a Tribal 
College or University

 Look for scholarships that will give you money based 
on your academic interests & what you want to study

 Don’t forget schools have financial aid calculators on 
their sites to help estimate costs

 Once you are accepted you will receive an “award” 
letter detailing costs & offering further aid.  Don’t let 
cost be your only factor in searching, you’d be 
surprised at how that can change



Now On To the Finer Points of Admissions…

What do Admissions Scores look like at Colorado 

Schools and what does this mean?
Will I have to do an Essay?

 It depends, if  an application says 

“optional”, it means DO IT!

 At the very least, it is highly 

recommended that you have your 

Resume in order.  This will help with 

filling out the applications for schools, 

jobs and scholarships, but also help 

serve as a guide for a number of  essays 

and short responses that could be 

asked.  

 Look ahead for possible essay topics.  

Many popular choices include: “Tell us 

about yourself ”, “Tell us about an 

obstacle you have overcome”, or “Tell 

us about a time when diversity played 

into your life”



Okay, If I Do All of This Now, What Will Senior 

Year Start Off  Like?

(hint…it will be a lot easier!)
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