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GREETINGS FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF ROOSEVELT

Let's take a quick look back on the wonderful fall we had at Roosevelt before we soon welcome in
December. We watched friendships grow, curiosity spark, and new skills take flight. Our fall character
words were focused on Respect, Responsibility, and Acceptance. A few events to highlight include our
student assemblv. fall festival. bumbkin art. pesitive calls home, and Veterans Days.
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Positive Calls

Howme é

We look forward to what December
has to bring. Thank you for your
continued support! Please call if you
have any questions, concerns, or input.



PrekK:

In preschool, we have been working on learning the names of letters and the sounds that
letters make. We have been learning about same and different sounds. Being able to hear the
sounds that letters make helps children begin to connect that words are made up of letters. You
can practice this at home by talking about the first letter in the names of your family members
and what sounds they make. Can your child think of other words that start with the same

sound as their own name? @ % %

Kindergarten:
Happy December, Kindergarten! It is so hard to believe we are wrapping up 2025. We've had a

lot of fall fun and are looking forward to a lot of new learning and fun this winter! In math we
finished up our 2D/3D Shapes and Patterning units right before Thanksgiving break and are
moving into teen numbers. We will be working on reading, writing and representing (showing)
teen numbers until winter break. In literacy we wrapped up our first Wit & Wisdom Module,
My 5 Senses, mid November and began our second Module, On the Farm! This is a really fun
one with a great mix of Fiction and Nonfiction texts. We will discuss story elements including
character, setting, problem, & solution and culminate with writing our own "On the Farm"
stories. As usual, please continue to read with your child often. They come home with paper
decodable books each week that they can read to YOU! How exciting! As a reminder with the
cold weather upon us, please send winter gear (coats, hats, mittens and eventually snow pants

and boots) daily!
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1st Grade:

Hello Families! Thank you for coming to our November conferences! It was good to connect
with you, and we appreciate you taking your time for us. This month, we are excited to begin
our new Reading module all about Creature Features! We will be learning a lot about animals
and what makes them special. In Math, we will learn how to measure objects with
nonstandard units. We will continue to dig into our phonics curriculum as well. You are
hopefully noticing these skills come through as you read with your child at home and see their
written work from school. It's amazing to see what they have accomplished so far this school
year - we are so proud of them all!

2nd Grade:

Burr, the weather is getting colder as we jump right into December! This month in second grade
we will be practicing recounting a fiction story from beginning to end and identifying the theme
or lesson of the story. We are also working on writing a friendly letter to someone special to us.
In math we are learning new strategies to solve addition and subtraction problems. During
social studies we will learn about different cultures and what makes each one unique. Thank
you for asking your child about his/her day each night!
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3rd Grade:

Winter is here! Please make sure that your student(s) have winter gear that fits them properly
so they are comfortable playing outside. Remind your student(s) to check the lost and found
for any items they may have lost. Ancient Times will be the focus for Social Studies and we will
discover the style and techniques of Artist George Rouault for Art. As we head into Term 2,
please make sure that you are checking in with your child(ren) regularly. Your support goes far
in helping to pave the way for a strong effort by your children.

4th Grade:

Hello Families,

Happy November! Our 4th graders have been reading an exciting new book called Love That
Dog. Through this story, we've explored different types of poetry and discovered how a kind
heart can be expressed through figurative language. In math, we started a new unit on division,
building on what we’ve learned about multiplication to deepen our understanding. As the
weather turns colder, please remember to send your child with warm gear: coats, hats, and
gloves, for outdoor recess. Thank you for your continued support as we move into another

ing!
wonderful month of learning! o W o
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Hello from 5th grade! Our year has started out fast! We have hit our groove with Wit and
Wisdom and have been spending a lot of time working on Informative Writing. We are reading
our book Thunder Rolling in the Mountains, looking for evidence to prove our thesis statements
that we have been developing. We will be finishing this Module 1 right before winter break and
starting Module 2 about Word Play! Math has just finished up with our Division Unit and is
moving full speed ahead into adding and subtracting fractions!

EL:

Winter vacation is a great time to have fun with your kids reading and listening together! Try
some of the ideas below — and remember that it's ok to do these activities in your home
language!

Read together: Look for some time to read together and talk about the books you read. If you
have extra time, read a longer chapter book out loud to your child or have your child read to
you. If you have more than one child, they can take turns reading. You will enjoy being
together and discovering a good story.

Tell stories: Use some of this time together to tell stories from your childhood. Ask relatives and
friends to share their own stories too. Storytelling helps children become better readers and
writers. Family stories are also an important part of your child's heritage.
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n STEM, we are working on:

Grade 1: Sounds and Vibrations Grade 4: Water as a valuable natural resource

Grade K: Sunshine and Shade Grade 3: Light In Action
Grade 2: Moving Objects , i Grade 5: Sun and Star Brightness

PE:
Please make sure your student has gym-appropriate shoes each day for physical education.

We are continuing our units Volleyball, Basketball and Tumbling through December.
Tying shoes is a physical education activity that helps develop fine motor skills, hand-eye

coordination, and dexterity. It's also an important life skill that teaches patience, attention to
detail, and the value of repetition.

Here are some tips for teaching kids how to tie their shoes:

*Teach the steps: There are many different methods for tying shoes, but each
one requires a specific order of steps.

*Be patient: It takes time and practice to learn how to tie shoes.

*Celebrate success: Let students see themselves succeed.

*Use a video: A short video can help model the steps for tying shoes.
https://youtu.be/jKIB5UCrUrU

Tying shoes is a complex task that involves many different skills, including:
finger isolation, bilateral coordination, attention, visual perception, working memory, visual

motor integration, and emotional regulation.

https://www.thepespecialist.com/teaching-kids-how-to-tie-their-shoes-virtual-pe-assignment/
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Music:
Kindergarten’s proficiency scale for quarter 2 focuses on singing with others, and being able to
tell the difference between singing, speaking, whispering, calling, thinking, and yelling voices.

1st Grade’s proficiency scale this quarter goes a step beyond Kinder and focuses on singing with
others and by myself.

2nd Grade students are working on singing by themselves, singing with others, and singing with
piano (quiet) dynamics, and singing with forte (loud) dynamics.

3rd Grade’s proficiency scale involves identifying different dynamics (forte-loud, and piano-
quiet) in music, and using them to tell the difference between different songs.

4th Grade is comparing and contrasting the dynamics (volumes) between different versions of
the same song for this quarter’s proficiency scale.

5th Grade is identifying the dynamics of different pieces of music and how the volume of the
song can convey the composer’s intention for the emotion of the music for their quarter 2
proficiency scale.

Upcoming Performances to add to your calendar!

1st Grade Informances - Come see we music class is like!
*Fritz’s Class Informance is Thursday, February 5th, 2026 from 1:20-1:45pm
*Thorson’s Class Informance is Thursday, February 5th, 2026 from 1:45-2:10pm

*Bosch’s Class Informance is Friday, February 6th, 2026 from 1:20-1:45pm

*ledema’s Class Informance is Friday, February 6th, 2026 from 1:45-2:10pm

4th-5th Grade Songfest - Thursday, March 5th, 2026, 10:00am

2nd-3rd Grade Songfest - Thursday, April 30th, 2026, 10:00am




Self Control is our character word of the month of December here at Roosevelt. In our
classrooms, we will have the opportunity to discuss ways to show self control. Self Control is
the ability to manage their own thoughts, emotions, and actions, especially when they are
tempted or upset. It means learning to "stop and think" before acting on an impulse, like
waiting your turn instead of grabbing an item, or calming down when you're frustrated instead
of having a big reaction. It helps kids handle disappointment, focus on tasks, and get along with
others

Thank you for sharing your children with us each day. We have enjoyed seeing them in their

classrooms, cafeteria and recess. They are growing, playing and learning every day! We want

every child to thrive at school and we are here to help. Please reach out to us if you have any
questions or concerns.

Thank you,

Cheryl Bosch, School Social Worker (3rd-5th Grade) ext 7573 boschc@willmar.k12.mn.us
Katie Sordahl, School Counselor (PreK-2nd Grade) ext 7628 sordahlk@willmar.k12.mn.us

Bri Carlson, School Social Worker ext. 7629 carlsonb@willmar.k12.mn.us




