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If you bring a knife to a gun fight – and your blade breaks –
what are you supposed to do?

Crockett County’s Cavaliers found themselves in a similar
situation Friday night in Round #2 of the TSSAA Football
Playoffs at Nashville’s Pearl-Cohn when their main weapon –
running back DK Woods – aggravated an ankle injury early in
the game and was significantly limited the rest of the way.

Meanwhile, the host Firebirds – who boast a stockpile of
weapons, each with the speed of a lightning bolt – rotated
their way through the entire cache, staying fresh and allowing
their electrifying athleticism to make the difference as they
zoomed their way to a 35-21 victory.

It didn’t come without resistance, though, as the gritty Cavs
battled all the way and were inches away – on a fourth-down
pass just off the fingertips – of carrying a tie game into the
final quarter with the heavily-favored and fifth-ranked
Nashvillians.

Woods – unquestionably the main cog in a Crockett offense
that had led the Cavs to a 9-2 season entering this game –
had been nursing a tender ankle since rumbling for 251 yards
and three touchdowns in last week’s 28-26 Round #1 win over
Memphis Kirby. The junior standout had it tightly taped as he
carried the ball on the contest’s first two plays from
scrimmage against Pearl-Cohn.

Although he gained nine yards, it was apparent that he simply
didn’t have his normal range of mobility.

“DK wanted to play so badly,” said Cav coach Kevin Ward, “and
he did his best to get out there on the field at the start. But it
was obvious that he couldn’t move laterally, which of course
greatly limits what any running back would be able to do.”

The backup plan was Amarion Hobson, more of a defensive
specialist, who had carried the ball only 12 times all season
previously. While he performed admirably – 69 yards in 10 tries
– the Woods absence freed Pearl-Cohn’s linebacker corps to
blitz frequently and attempt to make Crockett quarterback Ben
Burgess miserable all night. Coupled with the Cavs’ aversion to
throwing short, quick passes – they tried just two in the entire
game – the Firebirds’ blitzes had Burgess running for his life
throughout the duel.

Still, when the junior signal caller scampered into the end zone
from three yards out on Crockett’s second possession of the
game to produce a 7-7 tie with 1:47 remaining in the opening
period, the Cavs were sending an early signal to their hosts that
this would not be a blowout. They sent another one minutes
later when Squirt Pickens leaped high to intercept a pass from
LJ Funk and miraculously held onto the ball as he landed face-
first on the play.

“I am as proud of this team as I could possibly be,” Ward said
after the duel. “This has been a special group, one of my favorite
teams that I have ever coached. They’ve come to work hard
every day; they’ve respected their coaches and withstood any
criticism, because they knew it would make them better. And to
see the effort they put in here tonight, with all the adversity
facing them, just made me that much more grateful for the
chance to have coached them. We have a special group of
seniors, and I’m really going to miss them.”

One thing Ward feared from Crockett’s game preparation –
Pearl-Cohn’s air game – quickly established itself as a major
obstacle.

“We watched three or four of their game films,” he said, “and the
one thing that struck us – besides all their talent – is that they
just don’t drop passes. They catch everything. If the
quarterback (Funk) gets it close, it seems like they always come
down with it.”

That was true on 13 of 17 of Funk’s tosses in this one, good for
267 yards and two touchdowns. Six different Firebirds made the
receptions, with five of the completions netting more than 20
yards. Three of them surpassed 40.
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CAVS HAD THE GRIT BUT NOT THE SPEED; PEARL-
COHN PREVAILS IN TSSAA PLAYOFFS

Above: Austin Carroll (7) brings down Pearl-Cohn running back Omarion
Starnes during Friday's playoff game in Nashville. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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The first passing score – a 40-yarder from Funk to speedster
Ladamion Hunter – gave Pearl-Cohn a 14-7 advantage with
8:44 before the half. An Austin Carroll fumble recovery inside
the Cavalier 20 kept it that way at the intermission.

When Crockett forced a punt on the first Firebird series of the
third quarter, Burgess quickly found wide receiver Kris Phillips
with a 43-yard mob to the P-C 30. Suddenly, an even more
heavily-taped Woods re-entered and gained 19 yards on a
couple of carries, with a personal foul penalty against the
hosts advancing the ball to the five. Woods banged it in from
there for his 31st touchdown of the fall, and Noah Mayfield’s
extra point tied it at 14-14 at the 5:38 mark.

It took just three plays for Pearl-Cohn to get back on top, with
Funk hitting Stephen Saulter with a 58-yard pass for the tally.
Rohan Kassie’s extra put the Firebirds up 21-14.

On Crockett’s next possession – keyed by a 23-yard throw
from Burgess to Titus Luten – the Cavs had a fourth-and-six
situation at the Firebird 31 when tight end Dre Walker circled
down the left sideline and got behind a couple of defenders,
but the pass went just off his fingertips near the goal line. It
would have sent the contest into the final period deadlocked
at 21-all.

Instead, Funk responded with pass completions for 18, 19, and
24 yards, setting up a one-yard plunge by Lance Donaldson to
push the margin to 28-14 just seconds into the final frame.
Woods – basically having to settle for running straight ahead
without lateral cuts – broke runs of 21 and 22 yards to help
Crockett get down to the Pearl-Cohn 14, but a fourth-down
Burgess pass was picked off at the six by Kendall Hoskins Jr.
with just 5:43 left.

Lightning-quick running back Landan Left exploded for a 94-
yard scoring burst on the very next play to seal the hosts’
triumph, even though the Cavs managed another touchdown
when Phillips caught an 11-yard throw from Burgess after
snaring a 58-yard bomb just before it.

“We gave them a fight,” Ward said. “We executed well for the
most part, and I thought our guys played their hearts out.
Pearl-Cohn is just so athletic, yet we were almost tied heading
into the final quarter. Again, I’m just really proud of these guys
and the way they played.”

Another obstacle the Cavaliers faced – perhaps more
annoying to the Crockett fans than the players – was the non-
stop, unprofessional jabbering of the Firebirds’ public address
announcer. At one point, he even warned Funk over the P.A.
system that the play clock was about to run out. It wasn’t the
only “coaching” he did with the microphone on during his
endless conversation with himself, which even included talking
over the entire halftime show produced by the Pearl-Cohn
band. If nothing else, it should make Cav fans appreciate their
own Craig Cochran even more.

Woods gamely produced 99 yards on his 15 carries, finishing the
season with 1,601. Phillips totaled 112 receiving yards for the
night.

Dyer County and Lexington also both lost Round #2 playoff
games Friday, leaving South Gibson as the only Region 7 squad
still alive in Class 4A.

Game Statistics: Pearl-Cohn 35, Crockett 21
Total Offense (Plays-Yards): CC 59-343; PC 37-480. 
First Downs: CC 14; PC 9. 
Penalties-Yards: CC 3-30; PC 12-101. 
Punts-Yards-Avg: CC 3-79-26.3; PC 2-70-35.0. 
Fumbles-Lost: CC 0-0; PC 1-1.
CC Rushing (Carries-Yards): DK Woods 15-99, Amarion Hobson
10-69, Ben Burgess 19-36, Dre Walker 1-1, Team 45-205. PC
Rushing: Landan Left 6-127, Omarion Starnes 8-82, Lance
Donaldson 4-7, LJ Funk 2-(-3), Team 20-213.
CC Passing (Completions-Attempts-Yards-Interceptions):
Ben Burgess 5-14-138-1. PC Passing: Funk 13-17-267-1.
CC Receiving (Catches-Yards): Kris Phillips 3-112 (1 TD), Titus
Luten 1-23, Dre Walker 1-3. PC Receiving: Ladamion Hunter 4-78
(1 TD), Stephen Saulter 2-65 (1 TD), Steven Jenkins 2-53, Starnes
2-43, Jamorris Smith 2-22, Left 1-6.
CC Pass Interceptions (Int-Yards): Squirt Pickens 1-0. PC Pass
Interceptions: Kendall Hoskins Jr 1-0.
CC Fumble Recoveries: Austin Carroll. PC Fumble Recoveries:
0.
CC Kickoff Returns (Returns-Yards): Squirt Pickens 5-87,
Demo Pickens 1-9, Team 6-96. PC Kickoff Returns: Labron
Brooks 1-26, Left 1-13, Starnes 1-(-9), Team 3-30.
CC Punt Returns: None. PC Punt Returns: Left 2-16.
CC Scoring (TD-2PC-FG-XP-Points): DK Woods 1-0-0-0-6,
Ben Burgess 1-0-0-0-6, Kris Phillips 1-0-0-0-6, Noah Mayfield
0-0-0-3-3, Team 3-0-0-3-21. PC Scoring: 5-0-0-5-35.

The Linescore:
Crockett Co 7 0 7 7 - 21
Pearl-Cohn 7 7 7 14 - 35
PC –Omarion Starnes 1 run (Rohan Kassie kick)
Crockett – Ben Burgess 3 run (Noah Mayfield kick)
PC – Ladamion Hunter 40 pass from LJ Funk (Kassie kick)
Crockett – Woods 5 run (Mayfield kick)
PC – Stephen Saulter 58 pass from Funk (Kassie kick)
PC – Lance Donaldson 1 run (Kassie kick)
PC – Landan Left 94 run (Kassie kick)
Crockett – Kris Phillips 11 pass from Ben Burgess (Mayfield kick)
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Above: Showing the effort that typified Crockett's grit against Pearl-Cohn, Cavalier
lineman Zerafin Guardian (76) continues to fire out a block even as Amarion
Hobson (4) is brought down by the Firebirds' Arkez Fontenot (9). (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Below: Squirt Pickens (23) leaps high to intercept this LJ Funk pass away from
intended receiver Ladamion Hunter (1) as Titus Luten (38) and Ian Greenberg (19)
provide additional Cav cover. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Final Season Statistics (12 games; 9-3 record; 5-2 region):
Total Offense (Plays-Yards): CC 491-4,194; OPP 570-3,075. 
First Downs: CC 139; OPP 130. 
Penalties-Yards: CC 56-459; OPP 82-721. 
Punts-Yards-Avg: CC 16-469-29.3; OPP 34-1,061-31.2 (1
blocked). 
Fumbles-Lost: CC 18-12; OPP 16-9.
CC Rushing (Carries-Yards): DK Woods 169-1,601, Ben
Burgess 90-298, Amarion Hobson 22-191, Demo Pickens 28-
183, Dre Walker 12-146, Khalan Thomas 12-136, Squirt Pickens
13-101, Gabe Dupree 3-100, Kris Phillips 6-56, Davis Porter 2-
18, Karsen Burgess 2-7, Chris Vance 2-1, Chris Mann 1-(-1),
bad snap 2-(-31), Team 368-2,806. OPP Rushing: 375-1,660.
CC Passing (Completions-Attempts-Yards-
Interceptions): Ben Burgess 76-129-1,431-6. OPP Passing:
109-195-1,415-16.
CC Receiving (Catches-Yards): Karsen Burgess 21-373 (1
TD), Kris Phillips 14-363 (2 TD), Squirt Pickens 15-249 (2 TD),
Dre Walker 15-227 (2 TD), Titus Luten 4-137 (2 TD), DK
Woods 6-75 (1 TD), Demo Pickens 1-7. OPP Receiving: 109-
1,415 (12 TD).
CC Pass Interceptions (Int-Yards): Gabe Dupree 4-24,
Squirt Pickens 3-2, Ian Greenberg 2-17, Demo Pickens 1-36,
Dre Walker 1-13, Kris Phillips 1-5, Austin Carroll 1-1, Amarion
Hobson 1-0, Jake Knox 1-0, Titus Luten 1-0, Team 16-98. OPP
Pass Interceptions: 6-19.
CC Fumble Recoveries: Gabe Dupree 1, Demo Pickens 1,
Amarion Hobson 1, Garner Brown 1, Titus Luten 1, Ian
Greenberg 1, Austin Carroll 1, team recovery 2 (1 for safety).
OPP Fumble Recoveries: 12.
CC Kickoff Returns (Returns-Yards): Squirt Pickens 12-208,
Demo Pickens 7-139 (1 TD), Dre Walker 1-25, Amarion Hobson
1-17, Titus Luten 1-10, Mason Dennis 1-9, DK Woods 1-7, Brody
Parlow 1-5, Carson Bridger 1-1, Team 26-421 (1 TD). OPP
Kickoff Returns: 50-999 (1 TD).
CC Punt Returns: Demo Pickens 7-46, Squirt Pickens 2-38,
Team 9-84. OPP Punt Returns: 2-16.
CC Punt Blocks: Kris Phillips 1. 
Extra Point Blocks: Squirt Pickens 1.
CC Scoring (TD-2PC-FG-XP-Points): DK Woods 31-0-0-0-
186, Noah Mayfield 0-0-1-49-52, Ben Burgess 8-1-0-0-50,
Dre Walker 3-2-0-0-22, Squirt Pickens 3-0-0-0-18, Demo
Pickens 2-0-0-0-12, Gabe Dupree 2-0-0-0-12, Titus Luten
2-0-0-0-12, Khalan Thomas 2-0-0-0-12, Kris Phillips 2-0-0-
0-12, Amarion Hobson 1-0-0-0-6, Karsen Burgess 1-0-0-0-
6, team safety 2, Team 57-3-1-48-401 (includes 1 safety).
OPP Scoring: 30-1-1-22-207.

Above: After Pickens intercepted the throw, Hunter flipped him in mid-air ... (Photo
by Ron Barry)

Right: ... and Pickens landed face-first on the ground, but miraculously held onto
the ball to complete the interception. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Above: Crockett's cheer team was in high spirits during the pre-game period.
From left: Makayla Murphy, Leah Beaird (base) and Cacie Jo McNeill, Emmie
Pickens, and Lillian Ray (base) and Allyssa Ward. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Another display of the grit exhibited by the Cavs against Pearl-Cohn was this
gang tackle, featuring Amarion Hobson (4), Dre Walker (6), Austin Carroll (7), Carson
Bridger (79, behind Carroll), Zerafin Guardian (76, left), and Nolen Turner (54, right).
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: By the time Omarion Starnes hits the ground, Crockett's Squirt Pickens
(23) and Titus Luten (38) have joined the original tacklers. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: Ben Burgess (10) scored Crockett's first touchdown on a three-yard
keeper ... (Photo by Ron Barry)

Right: ... but was also blitzed repeatedly by the Firebirds, as on this sack by
Karmelo League (11). (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Omarion Starnes (0) scored the first Pearl-Cohn touchdown with this one-
yard leap over through the Crockett line. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Right: DK Woods --
with his left ankle
heavily taped -- was
limited in his ability
to move laterally.
(Photo by Ron Barry)

Below: As a
consequence, he was
forced to simply try
to bull his way right
over defenders,
which he managed to
do for 99 yards and a
touchdown on 15
carries. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Below: While teammate Jake Knox (35) is being held (at left), Crockett's Carson Bridger
(79) tracks down Pearl-Cohn's Landan Left (7). (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: DK Woods follows Nolen Turner (54) through a hole behind a block from
Garner Brown (67). (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Gabe Dupree put this hit on Firebird receiver Jamorris Smith for a
one-yard loss after a catch. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Above: Pearl-Cohn's Omarion Starnes (0) is upended by Crockett's Squirt Pickens (23) and
Ian Greenberg after making a 24-yard reception. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: Pearl-Cohn put
up the long ball early
and often against the
Cavs; this one
(intended for Landan
Left) was one of the
few that ended up
incomplete. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Below: Austin Carroll
(7) and Titus Luten
combined to cause
this near-fumble near
the end zone, but
officials ruled the
Pearl-Cohn runner
was down before the
bobble. (Photo by Ron
Barry)

Above: Khalan Thomas (20) brings down Pearl-Cohn's Omarion
Starnes on this pass completion. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Crockett linebackers Dre Walker (6) and Jake Knox (35) combine
to take down the Firebird's Steven Jenkins after a pass reception. (Photo
by Ron Barry)

Below: Offensively, Crockett came this close to tying the game going into
the fourth quarter, but the ball slid off the fingertips of Dre Walker (6) near
the Pearl-Cohn goal line. (Photo by Ron Barry)
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Below: Ben Burgess got the Cavaliers on the scoreboard one last time late in the fourth
period, rolling to his right on this play to find Kris Phillips for an 11-yard TD pass. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Right: Pearl-Cohn's
Kendall Hoskins Jr.
(20) intercepted this
Cavalier pass
intended for Karsen
Burgess (2) at the six-
yard line in the final
quarter. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Below: On the very
next play, the
Firebirds' Landan Left
took a handoff and
went 94 yards to the
house to seal the
hosts' triumph. (Photo
by Ron Barry)

Above: Amarion Hobson (4) -- running here behind the blocking of linemen
Sebastian Garduno (63), Carson Bridger (79), and Brooks Harris (73) -- filled in
admirably for DK Woods, gaining 69 yards on 10 carries. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Above: Firebird quarterback LJ Funk was a problem for the Cavs all night,
completing 13 of 17 throws for 267 yards and two touchdowns. (Photo by
Ron Barry)

Right: DK Woods -- here escaping Pearl-
Cohn's outstanding defender Robert
Williams (33) -- finished the season with
1,601 yards rushing and a staggering 31
touchdowns. (Photo by Ron Barry)

Left: Senior linebacker Jake Knox -- who
always left every ounce of energy he had
out on the field -- walks off the high
school gridiron for the final time at the
game's conclusion. (Photo by Ron Barry)


