November Newsletter 2025
Dear CMS Families,

As we reach the midpoint of November, I find myself reflecting on the many things that make
our CMS community so special. This time of year naturally invites us to pause and appreciate the
people who make a difference in our daily lives, and I am reminded of how fortunate we are to
learn and work in such a caring environment. Our students, staff, and families bring enthusiasm,
kindness, and dedication to Coleytown Middle School each day, and I am truly grateful to be part
of this community.

As we celebrate the many moments that make CMS such a special place, our classrooms
continue to shine with meaningful learning experiences. Here’s a glimpse into what students
have been exploring in Social Studies across the grade levels.

Grade 6 Social Studies

Our sixth graders have been building a strong foundation in essential skills and concepts. They
began the year with world geography and map-reading skills, using their creativity and new
knowledge to design maps of countries of their own creation. From there, students explored the
characteristics of culture and the development of civilizations, including the powerful influence
of geography. To bring their learning to life, students completed a “Day in the Life” creative
writing assignment set in ancient Mesopotamia, demonstrating their understanding of key
vocabulary and ideas. After a brief overview of major world religions and governments, sixth
graders will soon begin their first regional study, focusing on West and Central Africa.

Grade 7 Social Studies

Our seventh graders are diving into their Patterns of Migration unit. This engaging study invites
students to explore push and pull factors and consider how migration shapes both the
communities people leave and those they join. Through storytelling and firsthand accounts,
students are hearing the voices of individuals who have experienced migration, gaining insight
into both the challenges and triumphs that accompany these journeys.

Grade 8 Social Studies

Our eighth graders are concluding their unit on the formation of the American identity, which
focuses on an in-depth analysis of the U.S. Constitution. Students have been exploring primary
documents and engaging in discussions about how well the Constitution fulfilled the ideals and
values fought for during the American Revolution. Next, students will examine how different
perspectives and conflicting values shape change over time in the American political landscape.



Looking ahead, we invite families to join us for these upcoming events.

Open Cluster Meetings — Friday, December 5

We are excited to welcome families to our Open Cluster Meetings. These are an opportunity to
meet your child’s four core teachers and learn more about curriculum, classroom expectations,
and strategies to support student success. These 35-minute sessions offer valuable insight into
what students are learning and how families can partner with us throughout the year. Times for
the meetings are below:

o Grade 8: 9:26
e Grade 6: 10:10

o Grade 7: 10:54

Hats for Hope — Friday, December 12

The CSB invites our entire CMS community to participate in Hats for Hope, a special spirit day
and fundraiser supporting children battling cancer. For more than 71 years, the Tommy Fund has
provided vital support to pediatric cancer patients and their families through the Tommy Fund
Pediatric Hematology & Oncology Center at Yale New Haven Hospital. Students are encouraged
to bring $1 to their homeroom teacher on December 12, or families may donate online. Every
contribution helps bring hope and comfort to local children and families during difficult times.
More details will be shared as we get closer to this event.

Highlights From Late October and November
Coleytown Company’s Dare to Dream

I want to take a moment to recognize our incredible Coleytown Company performers. I had the
joy of attending Thursday evening’s production of Dare to Dream, and it was truly extraordinary.
Our students lit up the stage with talent, enthusiasm, and heart. From the acting and singing to
the choreography and behind-the-scenes work, every element showcased their hard work and
creativity. We are so proud of our students, staff and families who supported them in bringing
this inspiring performance to life.



Veterans Day Assembly

CMS students and staff came together for a school-wide celebration honoring Veterans Day. The
Camerata opened the program with a beautiful performance of the National Anthem, followed by
a moving rendition of America the Beautiful performed by a group of 8th grade orchestra
students.

We were honored to welcome Retired Lieutenant Roman Kogan (U.S. Navy), Retired Officer
Dennis Broderick (U.S. Army), and Retired Lieutenant Francis Alexander (U.S. Navy), along
with their families. Mr. Kogan shared meaningful stories from his time at the U.S. Naval
Academy and from serving aboard a submarine, offering students a glimpse into life in the
military.

During our Q&A session, students asked thoughtful questions about service and sacrifice. When
asked whether they were proud to be veterans, all three guests expressed deep gratitude for the
opportunity to serve a cause larger than themselves. We are thankful to our veterans and their
families for their service and for spending the morning with us.



Monster Mash

Our annual Monster Mash was a huge success! The evening was filled with energy as students
danced with the DJ, played games, and sampled a variety of spooky snacks. Creative costumes
added to the festive atmosphere, and students earned prizes for standout looks. A big thank-you
to our incredible PTA for transforming the school, coordinating volunteers, and hosting this
beloved event. It was a wonderful night of school spirit, friendship, and fun.




Mark Your Calendars

November 21: Coleytown Company’s Dare to Dream
November 24: Picture Retake Day

November 26: Giving Assembly; Dress your best or CMS gear
November 26: Early Release at 11:30

December 5: Open Cluster Meetings

December 5: Spirit Day — CMS Gear

December 12: Spirit Day — Hats for Hope

December 19: Spirit Day — Festive Friday

December 23: Spirit Day — Pajama Day

December 23: Early Release at 11:30

Wishing all of our CMS families a happy, healthy, and peaceful Thanksgiving.
Sincerely,

Janna Sirowich
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