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NIGHT



TONIGHT‘S
AGENDA

CLASS OF 2027
PARENT/GUARDIAN
NIGHT

TO COMMIT MINDS TO
INQUIRY, HEARTS TO
COMPASSION, AND
LIVES TO THE SERVICE
OF HUMANITY

A CONVERSATION WITH YOUR COUNSELOR

A CLOSER LOOK AT PHSC

NEW TRIER AT A GLANCE

ROLES AND NEXT STEPS

COLLEGE SEARCH & RESEARCH

MAIALEARNING

COLLEGE COSTS

HOW ADMISSIONS WORKS

STANDARDIZED TESTING

SENIOR YEAR COURSE REGISTRATION PREVIEW



WHO WE
ARE
YEARS AT NEW TRIER

107

197
YEARS IN EDUCATION

10
COLLEGES AT WHICH

WE’VE WORKED 

HIGH SCHOOLS AT
WHICH WE’VE

WORKED:
EVANSTON TWP HS

FREMD HS
IL MATH & SCIENCE ACADEMY

LINCOLN PARK HS
LOYOLA ACADEMY

NOTRE DAME COLLEGE PREP
SAINT IGNATIUS COLLEGE PREP

SCHAUMBURG HS
WARREN TWP HS

WAUKEGAN HS
WEST AURORA HS

COLLEGES AT WHICH
WE’VE WORKED /
ADMISSIONS
ADVISORY BOARDS:
AMERICAN UNIV
BRANDEIS UNIV
UNIV OF CALIFORNIA SANTA BARBARA
CARTHAGE COLL
COLORADO COLL
DICKINSON COLL
UNIV OF GEORGIA
HIGH POINT UNIV
UNIV OF ILLINOIS CHICAGO
UNIV OF ILLINOIS URBANA CHAMPAIGN
UNIV OF IOWA
LOYOLA UNIV CHICAGO
MARQUETTE UNIV
UNIV OF MISSOURI
UNIV OF NEBRASKA
NORTHERN ILLINOIS UNIV
NORTHWESTERN UNIV
OHIO UNIV
THE OHIO STATE UNIV
OHIO WESLEYAN UNIV
UNIV OF PITTSBURGH
PROVIDENCE COLL
PURDUE UNIV
REED COLL
REGIS UNIV
UNIV OF WISCONSIN MADISON
VALPARAISO UNIV



WHAT
WE DOCOLLEGE ESSAY

DEVELOPMENT & REVIEW 

AN ABRIDGED LIST 

SUMMER WORKSHOPS:
ESSAY WRITING

COMMON APPLICATION

COURSE REGISTRATION
CONSULTATIONS

ONGOING INDIVIDUAL
STUDENT MEETINGS

SPRING SEMESTER FAMILY
MEETINGS

GAP YEAR FAIR
EACH JANUARY

200+ COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
FALL REP VISITS

ADVISERY 
PRESENTATIONS

GRADUATING CLASS TEAM

HIGHER EDUCATION ADVISERY
BOARD MEETINGS

COMMON APPLICATION
REVIEW & CONSULT

COLLEGE LIST DEVELOPMENT
AND RESEARCH SUPPORT

JOB FAIR
EACH SEMESTER

STANDARDIZED TESTING FAQ

FINANCIAL AID WEBINAR
EACH FALL

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS
ADVISORY BOARDS 

LOCAL, STATE, NAT’L ORG
CONFERENCES

SPECIAL ED
 MEETINGS

LETTERS OF
RECOMMENDATION

COLLEGE CAMPUS VISITS &
MEETINGS



NEW
TRIER

SOURCES: NT SCHOOL PROFILE
& CLASS OF ‘26 PROFILE

A CLOSER LOOK

930
CLASS SIZE (‘27)

94%
4-YR COLLEGE
ENROLLMENT

4.21
MEDIAN WEIGHTED
6  SEM GPA (‘26)TH 3.63

MEDIAN UNWEIGHTED
6  SEM GPA (‘26)TH

24-32
ACT MID-50% RANGE (‘25)

72.6%
‘25 GRADS WHO
ENROLLED IN 19+ CORE
ACADEMIC CREDITS

91.8%
‘25 GRADS WHO
ENROLLED IN A MIX OF
LEVELS OVER 4 YRS

70%
‘25 GRADS WHO
ENROLLED IN AT LEAST
ONE AP CLASS

193
DIFFERENT SCHOOLS
AT WHICH THE CLASS
OF ‘25 ENROLLED

16
STUDENTS
ATTENDING INT’L
COLLEGES (‘25)

75%
‘25 GRADS WHO
ENROLLED IN MORE THAN
2 ELECTIVE CREDITS



STUDENT
ROLE

ADVISERY ATTENDANCE
PHSC DROP-IN DAYS
SCHEDULE PHSC MEETINGS
CONNECT WITH TEACHERS
ENGAGE IN SCHOOL/COMMUNITY LIFE
APPLICATION MANAGEMENT
ESSAY WRITING
MAIALEARNING QUESTIONNAIRE



POST-HIGH
SCHOOL
PATHS

4-YR
COLLEGE
94%

2-YR
COLLEGE
3%

GAP
YEAR

ARMED
FORCES

SKILLED
TRADES

EMPLOYMENT

POST-
GRAD YR



PARENT/
GUARDIAN
ROLE

EMPOWER HEALTHY STUDENT HABITS
ENCOURAGE COMMON SENSE
HONEST CONVERSATIONS
RESIST HEARSAY & RUMORS
FOSTER INDEPENDENCE
UNDERSTAND THE PROCESS IS
DIFFERENT TODAY
MODEL FLEXIBILITY AND POSITIVITY
PARENT SURVEY | MAIALEARNING



COLLEGE
SEARCH &
RESEARCH

CLASS OF 2027

COLLEGE IS A MATCH
TO BE MADE, 
NOT A PRIZE TO BE WON

SOME FACTORS TO CONSIDER:

LOCATION 

SIZE

NET COST

AVAILABILITY OF MAJOR(S) 

CAMPUS LIFE

GRADUATE OUTCOMES



CAMPUS
TOURS

COLLEGE SEARCH &
RESEARCH

COORDINATE FAMILY CALENDARS NOW
SCHEDULE VIA ADMISSION WEBSITE
WALKING TOUR & ADMISSION PRESENTATION
SUPPLEMENTAL ADD-ON EXPERIENCES
TAKE NOTES IMMEDIATELY AFTER
DEMONSTRATED INTEREST
STUDENT ATTENTIVENESS/IMPRESSIONS
PARENTAL ENGAGEMENT



MAIA
LEARNING

COLLEGE SEARCH &
RESEARCH

ONLINE COLLEGE GUIDEBOOK
NEW TRIER ADMISSION DATABASE
QUESTIONNAIRES & SURVEYS
CAREER RESEARCH & DATA
INTEREST, PERSONALITY & CAREER TESTS
ESSAY WRITING TOOLS
SCHOLARSHIP DATABASE
RESUME BUILDER AND COLLEGE NOTES



CANVAS
COLLEGE SEARCH &
RESEARCH

ONLINE COUNSELOR CALENDAR
COLLEGE RESOURCE DATABASE
UPDATED INFO ON APPLICATION ELEMENTS
PDFS AND RESOURCES ON PHSC PROGRAMS
APPLICATION ORGANIZERS
SIMILAR INFO FOUND IN MAIALEARNING



PHSC MEETINGS
COLLEGE SEARCH &
RESEARCH

SUPPORTING YOUR STUDENT
EVERY STEP OF THE WAY

ESSAY TOPICS &
BRAINSTORMING

COLLEGE LIST
RESEARCH

APPLICATION
PLANNING

CURRICULUM &
TESTING CONSULT

MAJORS, PATHWAYS,
CAREERS



COLLEGE
COSTS

CLASS OF 2027

2025-26 TOTAL COST OF ATTENDANCE (DIRECT COSTS)

UNIV OF IL URBANA CHAMPAIGN:

$36,930 - $42,310

INDIANA UNIV: $56,454

UNIV OF WISCONSIN: $59,430

NORTHWESTERN UNIV: $92,564

OAKTON COLLEGE: $4,268

UNIV OF MICHIGAN: $80,208

BOSTON COLLEGE: $96,990

LAKE FOREST COLL: $69,102



SCHOLARSHIPS 
& AID

CLASS OF 2027

WAYS TO REDUCE THE COST OF COLLEGE

EARLY, HONEST CONVERSATIONS

FOSTER EXCITEMENT FOR SAFETY SCHOOLS

FINANCIAL AID ESTIMATORS

FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID

(FAFSA)

SUPPLEMENTAL AID FORMS (CSS PROFILE)

COLLEGE-SPECIFIC SCHOLARSHIPS

THIRD-PARTY SCHOLARSHIPS

FINANCIAL AID WEBINAR | FALL 2026

NT FINANCIAL AID PROGRAM



HOW
COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS
WORKS

CLASS OF 2027

A CLOSER LOOK
AT THE PROCESS



HIGH SCHOOL TRANSCRIPT
HOW COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS WORKS

A QUANTITATIVE LOOK AT THE
HIGH SCHOOL EXPERIENCE

ACADEMIC CORE
CREDITSGRADES EARNED COURSE RIGOR ELECTIVE CHOICES GRADE TRENDS &

INSIGHTS



HIGH SCHOOL
TRANSCRIPT

HOW COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS WORKS

POWERSCHOOL



ADMISSION
FACTORS

SOURCES: NACAC & COMMON
DATA SET

HOW COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS WORKS

TEST
SCORES
TEST REQUIRED
TEST OPTIONAL
TEST BLIND

PRIMARY ESSAY
COMMON APP PROMPTS

TRANSCRIPT
9  - 11  GRADESTH TH

1  SEM SENIOR YEARST

RIGOR | ACADEMIC COURSES
SUPPLEMENTAL
ESSAY(S)
SCHOOL-SPECIFIC

ACTIVITIES LIST
OUT-OF-CLASS INVOLVEMENT

LETTER OF
RECOMMENDATION
TEACHER | COUNSELOR

DEMONSTRATED
INTEREST
EARLY DECISION | VISITS | ENGAGEMENT

DEMOGRAPHICS
1  GEN | GEOGRAPHY | LEGACYST

TALENT /
ABILITY
ATHLETICS | FINE ARTS | PORTFOLIO



STANDARDIZED
TESTING

ACT
STATE-REQUIRED
04/22/26
DIGITAL
SCIENCE + ESSAY
INCLUDED

ACT
NAT’L EXAMS
REGISTER VIA
ACT.ORG
DEC, FEB, APR,
JUN, JUL SAT

NAT’L EXAMS
REGISTER VIA
COLLEGEBOARD.ORG
DEC, MAR, MAY, JUN

AP
MAY 2026
MAY 2027

PSAT
OPTIONAL
10/09/25
RESULTS VIA
COLLEGEBOARD.ORG
NOT DIRECTLY USED
IN ADMISSIONS

TESTING
WEBINAR
12/10/25
DETAILS SOON VIA EMAIL

430
NT STUDENTS IN
CLASS OF ‘25 CHOSE
TO APPLY TEST
OPTIONAL TO ONE OR
MORE SCHOOL(S)

35%
OF TOTAL
APPLICATIONS FROM
NT CLASS OF ‘25 DID
NOT INCLUDE A TEST

95%
OF COMMON APP
SCHOOLS ARE TEST
OPTIONAL



STANDARDIZED
TESTING
FAQ

DO COLLEGES
PREFER ACT OR
SAT?

DOES NEW
TRIER REGISTER
MY STUDENT
FOR TESTING?

HOW MANY
TIMES SHOULD
MY STUDENT
TAKE THE ACT
OR SAT?

IS “TEST
OPTIONAL”
TRULY TEST
OPTIONAL?

HOW DOES MY
STUDENT
DETERMINE
WHETHER TO
SUBMIT A TEST?

WHICH TEST
SHOULD MY
STUDENT TAKE?

WHEN SHOULD
MY STUDENT
TAKE AN ACT OR
SAT?

DOES NEW TRIER
SEND SCORE TO
COLLEGES?

EVERY COLLEGE
IS GOING BACK
TO REQUIRING
TESTS, RIGHT?

WHICH ACT TO
TAKE?
DIGITAL/PAPER?
SCIENCE?

HOW DOES THE
STATE-
REQUIRED ACT
WORK?

CAN THE NT TEST
CENTER SECURE
A SEAT AT A
PREFERRED
LOCATION?



COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS
DEADLINES

HOW COLLEGE
ADMISSIONS WORKS

EARLY DECISIONEARLY ACTION REGULAR DECISION ROLLING RESTRICTIVE EARLY
ACTION



ENGLISH
MATH
SCIENCE
SOCIAL STUDIES
MODERN/CLASSICAL
LANGUAGES

SENIOR
YEAR
COURSE
 REGISTRATION

CLASS OF 2027

ACADEMIC CORE
COURSES

ELECTIVE COURSES

APPLIED ARTS 
ART
BUSINESS ED
KW
MUSIC & THEATER



STUDENT WELL-BEING
OUT-OF-CLASS
COMMITTMENTS
1  QT / SEM GRADESST

COLLEGE APPS
TEACHER INSIGHTS

SENIOR
YEAR
COURSE
 REGISTRATION

CLASS OF 2027

CONSIDERATIONS

RECOMMENDATIONS

BALANCED RIGOR
FREE PERIOD
MAXIMIZE ACADEMIC
CORE CREDITS
THRIVING IN LAST
YEAR OF HS



NEXT
STEPS
PLANNNING AHEAD

INITIAL PHSC
MEETING
STARTING IN FEB.

STUDENT-
COUNSELOR
MEETINGS
SPRING → SUMMER →
SENIOR YEAR

GAP YEAR
FAIR
SAT. JANUARY 24  TH

JOB FAIR
MARCH 4  TH

ACT
STATE-MANDATED
APRIL 22   ND

ADVISERY 
PRESENTATIONS
SPRING → SUMMER →
SENIOR YEAR

SUMMER
WORKSHOPS
ESSAY WRITING
COMMON APPLICATION

STUDENT
QUESTIONNAIRES
DUE PRIOR TO PHSC MTG.

PARENT
MAIA
SURVEY
DUE PRIOR TO PHSC MTG.

CAMPUS
VISITS
SPRING → SUMMER →
SENIOR YEAR



LOOKING FORWARD
TO  THE JOURNEY

AHEAD!

CLASS OF 2027
PARENT/GUARDIAN NIGHT


