
February 5, 2025 9:00-10:00 am
February 12, 2025 6:00-7:00 pm

February 26, 2025 9:00-10:00 am

MPCSD Spanish 
Immersion Program



Program Locations and Introductions

Encinal School 
- Principal Sharon Burns

● 1-2 SI Classes at each grade level
● TK-5 School 
● Located on Middlefield and Encinal 

Ave, Menlo Park
● Student Body - about 613 students

Laurel School’s Lower Campus
- Principal Linda Creighton
(Upper Principal: Alicia Heneghan)

● 2 SI Classes at each grade level
● TK-5 School Across Two Campuses
● TK-2 on Edge Road in Atherton
● 3-5 on Elliott Drive in Menlo Park
● Student Body - about 662
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Spanish Immersion

- An Educational Program

- Students are mainly taught in 
Spanish

- English is added incrementally as 
students progress through 
grades
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What language do you speak at home?



In addition to the MPCSD Strategic 
Directions:

- Grow Student Belonging
- Strengthen Academic Excellence
- Create Inspiring Environments

SI program goals:
Bilingualism/Biliteracy
Multicultural Competence

Program Goals



History

2024-25

- K-5 program at Encinal and Laurel
- 6-8 Spanish Language and Culture 

elective
- 23 Immersion teachers
- 529 Immersion students

2008-2009

- Two kindergarten classes open at 
Encinal

- 2 Immersion teachers
- 48 students
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Do you have any other children in the Spanish Immersion 
program?



I



MOVIE

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1EuuR9NgIoxG__jU6KoGsSe_LA70JJ4yE/preview
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● Bilingual Reading Interventionist

○ Considered only if child is reading below grade level in BOTH 

languages.  Otherwise, it’s more of a vocabulary development 

need, not a reading need.

● EL Teachers

● Amity Interns and Bilingual Instructional Aides as additional layer of 

support



01

02

03

04

Here you could 
describe the topic 
of the section

Mercury

Here you could 
describe the topic 
of the section

Mars

Here you could describe 
the topic of the section

Venus

Here you could describe 
the topic of the section

Jupiter

Table Of ContentsCAASPP (State test) Data



01

02

03

04

Here you could 
describe the topic 
of the section

Mercury

Here you could 
describe the topic 
of the section

Mars

Here you could describe 
the topic of the section

Venus

Here you could describe 
the topic of the section

Jupiter

Table Of Contents Interns



Alternative K-8 Language Opportunities
-

● K-5 Spanish Specialist at all 
schools (in English Classes)

● 6-8 Spanish, Spanish, 
Language and Culture, and 
French
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Is this your first child to enter Kindergarten?
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Families who choose to enroll their children in the immersion program 
should know the following:
     
● Twins

● No sibling, language, or ELC priority

● Cohort, class sizes and configuration may vary 

● Program is K-5 with a middle school elective class

● Ongoing challenges to recruit and retain highly qualified bilingual 
teachers, substitutes, long term subs, and support staff
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Families who choose to enroll their children in the immersion program 
should know the following:
     
● Social-Emotional considerations of a class(es) together for 6 years

○ students develop sibling-like relationships

○ limited opportunities for mixing with EO strands

○ students learn acceptance and peer resolution skills at a deep level
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○ Attend ONE Mandatory Spanish Immersion Parent meeting

○ Must register for Kindergarten and Spanish Immersion program 
during priority registration period

○ Registration Procedures

https://district.mpcsd.org/families-community/enrollmentregistration
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● Lottery (if needed) - March 18  9:00 am 

● Acceptance/Waitlist number sent via email - complete the Google form ASAP

● Accept or decline within deadline

● Failure to accept by deadline forfeits your child’s waitlist spot

● Failure to remain enrolled in the school and the MPCSD forfeits your child’s 

waitlist spot






