
MEMORANDUM 

To:   All District and School-Level Administrators and Teachers  

From:   Dr. Marcia Oglesby, Director, Grants & Partnerships 

Through:  Mrs. Jennifer Caracciolo, Interim Chief DCEIP  

Date:   November 21, 2025 

Subject:  Funding Focus Friday: Target’s GiftCard and Great Giftogether Holiday Program 

As we enter the holiday season, many of our students and families are facing genuine financial stress. 
Here are two practical, low-lift ways your school can help: Target’s Local Store GiftCard donations and 
the annual Great Giftogether holiday program. 

Target has a long history of investing in local communities. Since 1946, the company has directed 5% 
of its annual profits back to communities through products, cash, and the Target Foundation. That 
commitment translates into millions of dollars in support every week, and our schools are eligible to 
access a portion of that help. For more details about Target’s local giving, please visit HERE. 

Local Store GiftCard Program: All DCSD schools qualify to request a Target GiftCard donation directly 
from your local store. Key points: 

• Typical donations range from $25–$50, with a maximum of $500 per school/agency per year. 
Target does not donate merchandise. 

• Stores generally need up to 30 days to review and respond. 

• To apply, CLICK HERE, complete the form, and take it to your local Target store. 

Great Giftogether Holiday Giving: Target’s Great Giftogether is a national holiday initiative that 
connects local stores with nonprofits to provide clothing, essentials, and holiday gifts to families in 
need. Each year, the program directs nearly $1.5 million in support across the communities where 
Target operates, helping more than 4,500 families make their holidays brighter. 

Ideas for School-Based Projects with the GiftCard 

• Cozy Clothing Corner- Buy coats, hoodies, and cold-weather accessories for counselors to 
provide to underdressed students discreetly. 

• Holiday Essentials Bundles- Pack bags with toiletries, laundry detergent, and essential items 
for families identified by counselors or social workers. 

• Angel Tree / Adopt-a-Family- Team up with your PTA or a local nonprofit to connect donors 
with specific students or families, using gift cards for toys, books, pajamas, and small 
household items. 

• Emergency Comfort Kits- Keep a supply of leggings, sweatpants, t-shirts, underwear, and 
hygiene items on campus for students in crisis during the school day. 

Even a modest GiftCard can make a significant difference for a student or family this season. I 
encourage every school to consider at least one small, targeted project powered by a Target GiftCard 
or a Great Giftogether partnership. 

Remember to follow the DCSD Grant Guidelines and work with Grants & Partnerships to coordinate 
the next steps. We are here to support you in shaping your ideas and strengthening your submissions. 

https://corporate.target.com/news-features/article/2023/12/great-giftogether
https://corporate.target.com/sustainability-governance/communities/grants-corporate-giving
https://corporate.target.com/getmedia/f651039a-10ac-4514-bde3-6c5926886100/Target_GiftCard-Request-Form.pdf
https://corporate.target.com/news-features/article/2023/12/great-giftogether
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1757701769/dekalbschoolsgaorg/ttbxt1sbtkwzhahdt8nv/AAA-GrantGuidelines.pdf
https://www.dekalbschoolsga.org/divisions/community-engagement-and-innovative-partnerships/grants-and-partnerships


To begin your application, have questions answered, or get experienced advice, email us at 
grantsandpartnerships@dekalbschoolsga.org.   

Dr. Marcia Oglesby, Director Mrs. Libritta Anderson Griffin, Coordinator II 
Dr. Donald Porter, Lead Grant Strategist Ms. Demetric Crittle, Coordinator 

Ms. Tanya Arrington, Strategic Partners Manager Ms. Winona Maolud, Administrative Assistant 

Need more grant inspiration and options? The complete, searchable Monthly Education Grants 

Alert (MEGA) for November 2025 is now available HERE.  

Good luck! 

mailto:grantsandpartnerships@dekalbschoolsga.org
mailto:marcia_oglesby@dekalbschoolsga.org
mailto:Libritta_Anderson@dekalbschoolsga.org
mailto:Donald_Porter@dekalbschoolsga.org
mailto:Demetric_Crittle@dekalbschoolsga.org
mailto:tanya_arrington@dekalbschoolsga.org
mailto:Winona_maolud@dekalbschoolsga.org
https://dcsd.sharepoint.com/office-of-accountability/RAGResearchGrants/2025-11%20MEGA%20Grant%20Opportunities.pdf

