
GREAT EXPECTATIONS 
November 12th, 2025

6:00-7:00 PM 
Transitioning from

Special Education Early Development (SEED) Program
to 

Transitional Kindergarten (TK) and Kindergarten (K)

Burbank Unified School District
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Alex Potapenko
Coordinator of Special Education

Anjie Michalopoulos 
Early Intervention Specialist/TOSA– SEED

Molly Hyslop 
Program Specialist II

Anna Page
Program Specialist II

Melinda Drechsler
Attendance Specialist – Student Services

Welcome! 
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TK and Kindergarten Enrollment 
Melinda Drechsler, Student Services

Student Services Department 
● Age requirements for TK and K
● The IEP team does not determine TK and K 

placement
● Enrollment begins January 26, 2026 
● Enrollment at school of residence
● Required documents and immunizations
● Information session January 13, 2026 via Zoom

laurendieter@burbankusd.org
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Transition Assessment Process
Anjie Michalopoulos, SEED Designated Administrator

●Assessment Plan is sent out 
● Each student is re-assessed in all areas of suspected disability
●A new IEP is developed and an IEP transition meeting is held 

with the preschool team prior to spring break
● Parent Input is very important
●All elementary sites provide TK/Kindergarten tours of their 

school sites
● Parents are encouraged to attend the Elementary Open 

House 
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Specialized Academic Instruction
Alex Potapenko, Coordinator of Special Education

● Specialized Academic Instruction (SAI) is specially designed 
instruction to meet the unique educational needs of eligible 
students with disabilities. 

● SAI, with appropriate supports and services, is available on some 
level at all schools within the District. Some schools host classrooms 
with certain embedded supports benefiting students with specific 
unique needs. 

● Academic instruction is provided by a mild to moderate 
credentialed Education Specialists in the Resource Support 
Program (RSP) and Collaborative Learning Centers” (CLC).
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Specialized Academic Instruction 
Anna Page, Program Specialist 

All school sites General Education and Resource 
Support 

Miller Behavior Support Program SAI 
available in a small structured 
classroom with embedded supports in 
place for students on IEPs who have 
behavioral and/or social-emotional 
needs.

Emerson, Jefferson, 
Providencia, McKinley 
& Roosevelt, Bret Harte, 
Washington

Collaborative Learning Centers SAI 
available for students requiring mild to 
moderate support
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Specialized Academic Instruction 
Molly Hyslop, Program Specialist 

Stevenson & 
Edison

SAI available in an SDC with 
embedded support for students with 
Intellectual Disabilities and Extensive 
Needs, (moderate to severe support). 
SDC settings with Moderate to Severe 
Credentialed Education Specialists. 

College View Foothill Special Education Local Plan 
Area (SELPA) provides services to 
students in Glendale, Burbank, and La 
Canada including specialized 
instruction in functional academics, 
life skills, communication, socialization, 
and motor skills.
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Related Services
 Molly Hyslop, Coordinator of Special Education

● All schools provide additional related services for 
students eligible per their IEP. 

● Some examples (non-exhaustive) of these services 
include:  
○ Speech and Language Services
○ Adaptive Physical Education
○ Behavior Intervention Services
○ Occupational Therapy
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Students in General Education 
Allison Martinez, General Education Teacher

 

●Expectations 
●Class size for TK and Kindergarten
●Meeting the Common Core Standards 
●Types of Work/Projects
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Resource Support Program (RSP) for 
Students in General Education

Anna Page – Program Specialist

All Elementary Schools
● Related Services per IEP
● Push-In and Pull-Out Services
● Minutes are Determined by Individual Needs
● Percentages in RSP are less than 50% of the School 

Day
● RSP Teachers Work Collaboratively with General 

Education Teachers
● Consult Services
● Supporting the students’ educational performance 

and access to the curriculum
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Students Requiring Mild to Moderate Support, 
Behavior Support Program 
Anna Page – Program Specialist

Miller Elementary School  
●Meeting the Common Core Standards with grade 

level curriculum and supplementary curriculum
●Social Skills-direct instruction and embedded into 

daily activities
●Daily Positive Behavior Reinforcement 
●Mainstreaming opportunities with general 

education peers in their grade level (i.e., PE, art, 
music, library).  
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Collaborative Learning Centers  
Anna Page, Program Specialist

Jefferson, McKinley, Roosevelt, Emerson, Providencia, 
Bret Harte, and Washington Elementary Schools  
●Mainstreaming opportunities with general education peers
●Related services per IEP
●Minutes are determined by individual needs
●Percentage in CLC is more than 50% of the school day
●Supporting the students’ educational performance and 

access to the common core curriculum
●Smaller class size with a higher adult to student ratio
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Students Requiring Extensive Support 
Molly Hyslop, Program Specialist

Stevenson & Edison Elementary 
● Teaching the Whole Child

● Classroom Model 
○ Collaborative Multidisciplinary Team
○ Direct instruction of Functional Communication and 

Social Skills 
○ Mainstreaming opportunities with general education 

peers

● Unique Learning System Curriculum
○ Functional Academics and Life Skills
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Stepping Stones (Contd.)
Molly Hyslop, Program Specialist
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Thank You
Any 

Questions?
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