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New IAR Performance Levels

Key Definitions

Performance Levels Proficiency

Are the score ranges that divide the full Being proficient means that a student is on
spectrum of performance on the state track in their learning.

assessment into categories. The proficiency benchmark is the score a

The State decides how many levels there are, student needs to reach on a state assessment
the cut scores that divide each level, and to be considered on track for their grade level.

which levels qualify as “proficient.”

Proficiency Benchmark
Cut Score Cut Score Cut Score

Below Proficient Approaching Proficient Proficient Above Proficient




Performance Levels

Why Performance Levels Matter

m To identify schools for additional support and
track progress in proficiency over time.

m To improve teaching and learning for all
students.
m To understand how a student is doing.




lllinois” Misaligned Performance Levels
Mislabeled Students

ISBE reported Illinois had the most restrictive benchmarks for ELA
math and ELA and math proficiency.
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| Chart shows the estimated score on NAEP that a student would need to
levels were too score "proficient” on their local state assessment

low.
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Misalignment Prior to 2025

Levels had no alighment between tests, grade levels,
or college and career expectations.

Does Not Meet Partially Meets Approaching Meets Meets Expectations Exceec.ls
Expectations

Developing Proficient Exemplary

Partially Meets Approaching Meets Meets Expectations Exceeds Expectations

*Previous high school assessment — new levels will apply to new high school assessment (ACT)




Aligned lllinois Assessments

New Unified Performance Levels

Below Proficient Approaching Proficient Proficient Above Proficient

Below Proficient Approaching Proficient Proficient Above Proficient

Below Proficient Approaching Proficient Proficient Above Proficient




New Aligned Benchmarks for Proficiency
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Grade 3

Grade 4

Grade 5

Grade 6

Grade 7

Grade 8

Grade 9*

Grade 10*

Grade 11*

Old New

750
790
750
/50
750
750
N/A
N/A
N/A

/33
137
739
741
743
745
14
115
18

New Old

732
740
740
742
745
745
1172

18
19

New

(*Note: Illinois’ high school assessment changed from SAT to ACT, starting with spring 2025

testing, so there are no prior ACT benchmarks to compare.)




New IAR Cut Scores: ELA

Approaching Proficient

Proficient

Former

Current

Former

Current

Above Proficient

700

685
(-13)

750

735
(-15)

700

695
(-3)

750

737
(-13)

700

700
(0)

750

739
(-11)

700

705
(+5)

750

741
(-9)

700

710
(+10)

750

743
(-7)

710
(+10)

745
(-5)




New IAR Cut Scores: Math

Approaching Proficient Proficient Above Proficient

Former Current Former Current

705 732
700 (+5) 750 18)

708 740
700 (+8) 750 10)

709 740
700 (+9) 750 10)

705 742
700 750
(+3) (-8)

712 745
700 (+12) 750 (-5)

705 745
(+3) (-5)







’ 2025 lllinois Report Card: :
Homer Jr. HIg

Overall Index Score

88.73

Exemplary -

Comprehensive/ Exemplary/
Targeted Commendable
38.71 81.99

Overall Index Score

Weighted Index = Indicator Score x Effective Weight.
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20725 lllinois
Haadley Mi

Overall Index Score

81.92
Commendable

Weighted Index = Indicator Score x Effective Weight.

Climate Survey
5.00/5.00%

Indicator Weight Distribution
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ddle School

Overall Index Score

Exenﬁalaryl
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81:99

Comprehensive/
Targeted
38.71
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2025 lllinois Report Card:
Luther ). Schilling School

Overall Index Score

72.02
Commendable

Overall Index Score

Weighted Index = Indicator Score x Effective Weight.
Comprehensive/
Targeted
38.71

Exemplary/
Commendable
81.99

Climate Survey
5.00/5.00%
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Indicator Weight Distribution
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2025 lllinois Report Card:
William ]. Butler School

Overall Index Score
80.05
Commendable

Overall Index Score

Weighted Index = Indicator Score x Effective Weight.

Comprehensive/ Exd.mplaryl
Targeted Commendable
38.71 81.99

Climate Survey
4.98/5.00%
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2025 lllinois Report Card:

Goodings

Overall Index Score

64.48
Commendable

Weighted Index = Indicator Score x Effective Weight.

Indicator Weight Distribution
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Overall Index Score
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38.71
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Exemplary/
Commendable
81.98
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2025 lllinois Report Card: :
William E. Young School

Overall Index Score

80.45
Commendable

Overall Index Score

Weighted Index = Indicator Score x Effective Weight.

Comprehensive/ Exemplary/
Targeted Comrhendable
38.7 gi._se
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Are there any questions from the Board?

THANK YOU




