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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ashwaubenon High School Welding Students Create Giant Steel Snowflakes for
the NEW Zoo

Ashwaubenon, WI — November 19, 2025

Ashwaubenon High School is proud to announce that students from Jonathan Butler’s
Manufacturing/Welding class have designed and fabricated a collection of giant custom steel
snowflakes that will be featured as part of the holiday displays at the NEW Zoo & Adventure Park in
Suamico, Wisconsin.

The project, completed over several weeks, challenged students to take an idea from concept to
completion, requiring design planning, technical skills, teamwork, and precision metal fabrication. Each
snowflake is a unique, large-scale steel structure created entirely by students, showcasing their
advanced abilities in welding, plasma cutting, fabrication, measurement, and safe shop practices.

“These students aren’t just learning how to weld, they’re learning how to solve problems, collaborate,
and build something real for their community,” said instructor Jonathan Butler. “A project like this shows
them what they’re capable of, and it gives them pride knowing their work will be on display for
thousands of visitors at the NEW Zoo.”

In addition to strengthening technical skills, the project gave students the opportunity to experience
real-world manufacturing processes, from interpreting design drawings to executing professional-quality
welds. By partnering with a local organization, students also learned the importance of giving back to
their community and contributing to a public space enjoyed by families across the region.

The NEW Zoo expressed enthusiasm and gratitude for the collaboration, noting that the handmade
snowflakes will enhance the guest experience during the winter season and highlight the talent of local
youth. Representatives from the NEW Zoo will travel to Ashwaubenon High School to pick up the
snowflakes and thank the students, in person, on Tuesday, November 25 at 10:00 am.

Ashwaubenon High School celebrates these students for their creativity, hard work, and commitment to
community service. The district looks forward to future projects that continue building strong
partnerships and providing students with authentic, career-ready experiences.
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