Sep 30, 2025 | @8 PTO General Assembly Meeting

Attendees: angieoleary22@gmail.com Bridget Kane Mariah Messer RSIS PTO
Sarah Lynn Amanda Houge Tiffany Knudsen Morgan Wallace-Johnson
aubriweatherspoon@gmail.com

Notes

Agenda;
e Welcome (Sarah Lynn & Mariah Messer) - 5 minutes
o Sarah showed slide show brief overview of PTO
m Link?
m Board members introduced themselves
Infographic showing what funds we raised last year ($76000+ !)
e Approved over $15,000 in grants to benefits students

e Intern Intro (Laura & Elena) - 10 minutes
o Laura introduced herself and talked about her day
m  Working in 2nd grade
m Noted classrooms here have sinks and kids can eat in rooms, not that way in
spain
m  Wants to travel a lot
m Favorite food so far is cookies - chocolate
m Favorite home food is spanish omelet
o Elena introduced herself
m  Studies translation, this is her first time working with kids and love it
Working with kinder in small groups, with kids needing extra support
Misses family (2 sisters and nieces and nephews) and friends
Likes renaissance festival
Also likes cookies

e Update from the Principals - (Ken Habel & Dr. Alejandra Estrada-Burt) - 10 minutes
o Power point
o Arrival
m  More kids coming through the front door 255-320, mostly cars (some walkers and
bikers). Thats 40% of kids !
m Average 300 kids getting break fast
|
o Dismissal
m  On average 100 cars in pick up line, slightly less than last year
e 2:00-2:20, come at 2:15 and it’s easy
e 25 kids are “walkers” 15 are walker/bikers
o Reminder all the notifications on procedures (arrival/dismissal) is focused on safety
o Question from parent about tardy notifications
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m Have to keep track of education minutes that get missed
e Track busses that are late
o Relmagine Rdale update
m Vision, not decision
m 2 of the presenters had RSI connections, one current RSI parent, one former RSI
parent
m RSI was acknowledged in vision and talk of expanding RSI
m  Other magnets recommended to disband and incorporate those things in other
schools
m Jan 30th is next big date- school board will have to make plan to state
e Which building close
m  K-5 and K-8 for RSI being considered
m Focus for RSI staff- control what we can control, be steady umbrella for our kids
e None of this changes our day to day
e Focus on kids, do what we do to highest standard
o Enrollment changes
m 715 vs 748 last year, lost some students due to lack of bussing to east side of out
district and lost some students to early start time
m  Capacity for school listed in Rdale reimagine was based solely on square footage
divided by # of students, does not account kitchen capacity, lunch room capacity,
class rooms, etc
e Our principles were disappointed in how that data was shown/displayed
o Niel on school board said those numbers were broad brush to
give some context to which building were more full
e Kindergarten class sizes
o 23/24 - up from 20/21 ish, 25 is district cap
e 2nd grade 24/25
e 5th grade 31/21
o MaryHellen?? - reading corps
m Introduced herself, loves working with students at RSI
m  Americorp/ Ampack tutors
e 3 doing reading
e 2 doing math
o Chess club coming back through community ed
m Starting small
e Space is an issue with adventure club
e 1st session oct-dec, planning 2nd session
o Question online about where kids go for community ed art classes coming up
m Information coming later
o Volunteer needs/upcoming events
m Conferences and book fair 3pm-7pm
e Need meal support/funds for teacher dinners
e Update from tiffany
o Catering % dinners this year

Upcoming PTO events (PTO Board) - 10 minutes



o Chess club coming back through community ed
m Starting small
m Space is an issue with adventure club
m 1st session oct-dec, planning 2nd session
o Question online about where kids go for community ed art classes coming up
m Information coming later
e \olunteer needs/upcoming events
o Conferences and book fair 3pm-7pm
m Need meal support/funds for teacher dinners
m  Update from tiffany
e Catering % dinners this year
o Donate online
o Book fair
m  17/20 slots filled
o Green team leading fall clean up event

e Boosterthon Update (Tiffany Knudsen) - 5 minutes
o Update from tiffany
o Spread word to friend and family-
m Kids raising money for minutes dancing
Will need volunteers to help distribute prizes
Takes the least amount of volunteers and raises most money
o Hoping for 25,000
m If we go beyond extra fun things happen, usually involving principles

e Intern Committee Update (Intern Committee) - 5 minutes
o Jess and Sarah
m  Encourage involvement
e Do fun outings
e Giverides
m Extra need for rides
e Don't have to be a support family to give rides or invite for dinner
o Interns have school emails
e Questions about if interns do babysitting, etc for extra money
o Has to be untraceable for visas
o Can’'t be endorsed by school or committee
m Noted cash is pretty untraceable
e Plan for intern committee to share interns emails

e Treasurer’s Report & Grant Requests (Morgan Wallace-Johnson and Amanda Houge) - 5 minutes
o Recap from last year

m  Were under budget on expenses and made more money than we expected
e 17,000 extra, will be rolled into this years budget

m  Some funds already assigned
e Chess club
e Dare/imagine ..
e Intern emergency fund

m Funds available for this year grants!

m  Questions about intern budget
e Planned for 10 but only have 6



o Amount saved/rolled over for interns next year or if needed
m  Could be voted on to release some to general fund if
needed
m Chile and ElSalvador interns not coming, only 6 not 8
e Difficult to get interns in current political climate
o Visaissues
m To get more interns would need more host families and
money
m  Question about dine and donate
e Bring in about 1200 typically
o Grant proposal
m There is a grant proposal form, can come from parents/staff/teachers
e Board can vote under $250, larger has to be voted on at GA meeting
m Grant proposal from 5th grade team- Teach TCI $326, NGSS aligned
e New curricular adoption for district science (wit and wisdom from %)
doesn’t have a spanish component so can’t support what RSI does
e Want vetted science texts/resources
o 2 yrlicense/ subscription for online text books
o Differentiated text based on subject matter
o This supports both science learning and language development
e Thank you from teacher - Belistri O’Donnell for scientist program funded
last year
o Explained need for spanish science curriculum
e Motion to vote from Tiffany, second from Angie
o Motion approved!!!
o Science with scientist approved again for this year- had grant that could be used, didn’t
need to go through PTO for now
m Limited to 2 grade levels
e 3rd and 5th- both grades teach science in spanish
o 8 visits for each of those 2 grade levels
m  Only for 5th grade- need other grants for this for tother garages

e Plug for directory -
o Wanting more families to join, school can’t provided contact info so directory is the way to
connect with other parents/families in your kids class/school
o Parent noted there isn’t a good place to find it
m  Will have QR code at conferences
m  Suggestion to put link in link tree on instagram
e Parent mentioned school bus drill for kindergarteners today
o What is school doing to insure safely, especially in current political climate
o Ken said teachers are notified ahead of time and they talk to kids in their class ahead of
time and talk in age appropriate way. Always announced ahead of time to kids
m  Sometimes alarms do go off based on event, then there is announcement after
filling in kids as to what happened and why.
m  Reminder from Sr. Estrada about importance of families following rules- check in
at office, always were badge, etc
m There is a plan for emergencies and where kids will go and how families will
reunificate after
e Partner with “i love you guys” group around safety and planning
e RSI does not do active shooter drills, only does lock down drills
o Don’'t want to build anxiety



o  Working with kids on using “being quiet” muscle during drills or
emergencies

e Lost & Found Reminder - 1 minute
e Open Floor (Anyone) - Remaining time to 7:30 pm

Action items

O
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